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Critism of CMIP's Use of Quotes from Mustafa Dabbagh's

"Our Country Palestine"

In CMIP's report on The New Palestinian Authority School Textbooks for Grades
One and Six, released in November 2000, Chapter Seven examines the
reintroduction of anti-semitic material in textbooks for children of the sixth grade.
The source examined is a reference book that pupils are referred to entitled "Our
Country Palestine" by Mustafa Dabbagh, first published in 1965. The report
proceeds to quote several examples of anti-semitic rhetoric and questions
whether the use of the reference book conformed with the spirit of the Oslo
Accords.

A storm of protest followed from the Palestinian Authority and other academic
institutions, accusing CMIP of "distortion and fabrication". The theme of the
protest included the contention that the edition of the reference book CMIP
referred to is a 1947 edition (i.e. published prior to the establishment of Israel),
that the book is not part of the Palestinian curriculum and is not currently
available in the West Bank or Gaza, and furthermore, that one of the quotes
appearing in CMIP's report: "There is no alternative to destroying Israel" does not
exist in the book.

CMIP would like to take this opportunity to clarify the following points:

1) "Our Country Palestine" was not originally printed in 1947. In 1947 there
existed a manuscript which was lost at sea during Mustafa Dabbagh's flight from
Jaffa to Egypt. This information is provided by the author himself in his
introduction of December 1964 to the first edition of Vol. 1 [Part I(1)] of the
book. This volume was first printed in 1965 by the "Dar al-Taliah" printing house
in Beirut. Volume 2 [Part II(1)] was first printed in 1966 by the same printing
house.

2) "Our Country Palestine" is not "merely mentioned" in the chapter of the
Palestinian Authority's sixth-grade textbook "Our Beautiful Language" devoted to
Mustafa Murad Dabbagh (as claimed in one article attacking CMIP). Most of the
chapter devoted to Dabbagh (pp. 108-112) is actually a long quote (pp110-112)
from the introduction that Dabbagh wrote in 1964 for the first edition of the first
volume of his work.
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3) Moreover, page 108 of the PA sixth-grade textbook "Our Beautiful Language"
details the goals of the eighth lesson entitled "Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh".
Among other things, the pupils are asked to write a detailed account of the
importance of their cities or villages. The lesson regarding Dabbagh suggests
using his book to answer the question. Dabbagh's book is indeed a
comprehensive source for a pupil to write a detailed account of the interest and
importance of his city or village, since it systematically surveys all the regions of
British mandate Palestine, detailing for each of its Arab villages and cities, their
geography, history, demography, flora and fauna, education and culture.

4) With regard to the claim in one article that the "encyclopedia is not in print and
is not currently available in the West Bank or Gaza", CMIP can refer the reader to
the fact that "Our Country Palestine" was reprinted by "the printing houses of the
University Graduates Union of the Province of Hebron", in 1973 for Vol 1 [Part I
(1)], and in 1985 for Vol 2 [Part 2 (1)]. We can also add that one of the copies of
"Our Country Palestine" that was studied by CMIP during the course of research,
came from the library of one of the intermediate schools of Hebron.

5) The quote: "There is no alternative to destroying Israel" appears under the
title " The Geographical Part" in Vol 1 [Part I(1)], page 13, in its first edition of
1965. In the second edition of this volume of 1973, this sentence was changed to
"There is no alternative to the complete destruction of Israel".

6) CMIP wishes to reiterate that all its references to Mustafa Dabbagh's work
were based on the 1965 edition which was the edition available to CMIP from the
library of one of the intermediate schools in Hebron. CMIP would welcome the
opportunity to examine later or alternative, amended editions, if these are, in
fact, in use in PA schools.
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