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Al-Fateh ï The Hamas Web Magazine for Children: 

Indoctrination to Jihad, Annihilation and Self-Destruction 

 

Executive Summary 

 
Al-Fateh is the Hamas movementôs web magazine for children and youth.  As an 

educational instrument of the Hamas, it provides broad insight into the movementôs 

ideology and educational approach. The websiteôs consistent educational message to its 

young readers mirrors that of the Hamas movementôs ideology and includes scathing 

hatred, disdain, deligitimization and demonization of the óotherô ï the West, especially 

the US and Europe, the Jews, Israel and Zionism ï as well as a call for establishing an 

Islamic state in entire Palestine and the annihilation of the State of Israel through violent 

liberation of the land in jihad (holy war).   

 

The West in general, and especially the US and Europe, is portrayed as corrupt 

and imperialist and as an enemy of Islam in perpetuity.   Islam is said to be at war with 

the West, over which it is destined to triumph. The Jewish people and the State of Israel 

are delligitimized, using blatantly racist and anti-Semitic language, including the 

portrayal of the Jews as enemies of mankind and killers of prophets. A total commitment 

to an armed and violent jihad, especially of the suicidal kind, is advocated, whereas 

compromise and political solution are rejected in principle, and peace agreements already 

in place, or Israeli-Palestinian negotiations and commitments aimed at such a solution, 

are not recognized.  

                                                                                             

The most extreme, cynical and disturbing aspect of the website is its pervasive 

indoctrination of the younger generation into the cult of martyrdom ï helping to create 

the next generation of suicide bombers to join the violent jihad.  Such doctrine and 

educational approach are in extreme violation of International Educational Standards 

based on UNESCO Resolutions, and the fundamental rights of children, as formulated in 

the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, which in Article 6 recognizes 

that:  ñevery child has the inherent right to life.ò  

 

This report is based on examination of 145 issues of Al-Fateh, from the first (September 

2002) to April 2009.   
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Selected Excerpts and Illustrations: 

 
This issue is published under very difficult conditions as the Jewish 

enemy kills our people in beloved Palestine, while the United States, 

Britain and the other European countries, and India help it.  The 

forces of darkness in the world hope to topple our people in 

Palestineéò 

Issue 2, October 2002    

 
America is the terror, my childé she is the plague that destroys my 

liver é she is the viper that scatters poison inside me. 

Issue 15, October 15, 2003 

 

éAl-Fateh is sad today over that which is transpiring in Palestine and 

Iraq, but it has heard word of impending victory, Allah willing, over 

the Jews and Zionists among the Americans, the Spaniards and the 

Australians, and from the Arabs that try to be Zionistséwho betray 

their own peopleé 

Issue 8, April 2003 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                  ñThe Criminal Jewsò 

 

 

 

 

 
Caricature of an ñevilò Israeli soldier, merged with a caricature of a Diaspora Jew, 

reminiscent of prototypical European anti-Semitic cartoons. (Issue 10, June 2003). 
 

Al Quds (Jerusalem) will remain as a trust in our hands and the 

hands of all Muslims, and they are to unite and gather for its 

liberation and the liberation of the land of Palestine from the impurity 

of the Zionists, the descendents of apes and pigs. 

Issue 129, August 1, 2008  

 

éThe soldiersô teeth stood out as they laugh and their teeth stick out 

as the fangs of wolves who grind the bones of a young lamb they 

hunted from its mother, their hearts as the heart of the wolves that 

have no human emotion in them, and then they proceeded to shoot 

themé 

Issue 38, October 15, 2004 
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Children are asked to color in the 

illustration showing a Jew brandishing a 

knife dripping with the blood of an Arab 

he just stabbed, lying dead in the lower 

right-hand corner  

Issue 31, July 1, 2004. 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh, our Aqsa [Mosque], we shall return; we are soldiers of Godôs 

religion 

We will rejoice at the victory and kill the Jews by the sword. 

Issue 140, January 15, 2009   

 
éNegotiations and peace will not bring about the retrieval of the 

whole of Jerusalem and of the whole of Palestine. 

Issue 144, March 15, 2009 

 

They are shown their seat in Paradise at the moment they become 

martyrs and the angels surround them rejoicing in the processions of 

light that ascend to heavené They now wish they could return to life 

again, fight the Jihad and be killed, then come to life again, fight the 

Jihad and die as martyrséShould we grieve for their martyrdom? 

Never! 

Issue 140, January 15, 2009  

                                                                  

     The Martyr Zeynab Abu Salam 

Her head was severed from her pure 

body, and her veil remained in order to 

adorn it, 

To Paradise, O Zeynab, oh sister of the 

men.   

Issue 38, October 15, 2004  

 

 

As Allah is my witness, The Jews have wreaked havoc in the land and 

spread corruption throughout itéI wanted to take revenge on them 

and kill as many of them as possibleééraise the Koran in one hand 

and in the other the rifleéand we will meet in paradise with the help 

of Allah.  To Jihad!  Victory or martyrdo m!   
Issue 57 August 1, 2005  
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Introduction  

 
IMPACT-SE has analyzed Al-Fateh

1
 (http://al-fateh.net), an online Arabic-language 

magazine aimed at Arabic-speaking children and youth, to ascertain to what degree it 

conforms to international standards on education for peace and tolerance. In practice, it 

serves as an educational tool of the Palestinian Hamas movement, and was selected for 

research as the movement has not issued its own schoolbooks and since it provides broad 

insight into the movementôs ideology and educational approach. 

 

The site is comprised of a front page which is the óhomepage,ô in which there are 

thirty to forty links to various sections and columns, some of which have permanent titles 

and others that change from issue to issue. Every two weeks a new óhomepageô is posted, 

along with the newly-written permanent columns such as: óOpening Remarksô which 

serves as the magazineôs editorial, óTales of Uncle Izz al-Din,ô óA Shahidôs (martyrôs) 

Will,ô óA Shahidôs Story,ô óMy Grandmother,ô óMy Dear, the Girl of the Future,ô óThe 

Noteworthy News,ô and óPictures of the Children of Palestine.ô   

 
                                                                                                        óHomepageô 

The website went online in September 2002,                                                                      

starting as a monthly publication. In October 

2003 in became a bimonthly publication. It  

claims to have a large and constantly 

increasing audience. In May 2006 it reported 

34 million hits during its first four years of 

operation, with the figure growing to 48 

million in the following eight months. These 

figures are the websiteôs assertion, and 

cannot be independently verified.  

 

 

                   óA Shahidôs Storyô 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 The name chosen for the Web site is indicative of its ideology. Al-Fateh means ñthe conqueror,ò and was 

the title given to the Ottoman Sultan Mehmet II (1451-81), who conquered Constantinople, the capital of 

the Byzantine Empire, in 1453, renamed it, and made it into the capital of the Ottoman Empire, while 

transforming many of its churches into mosques.  It is also used in the web magazine to denote the saber-

brandishing boy on horseback who appears on the cover of the report and the homepage. 

http://al-fateh.net/
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The site is linked technically to other Hamas websites, but its ideological linkage and 

affiliation with the Palestinian Hamas movement
2
  is most striking and evident in the 

support found throughout the magazine for the movementôs ideology and terrorist 

activities.
3
  The web magazine often quotes and praises Hamas leaders and members of 

its Military Wing, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, and, furthermore, identifies with 

the Muslim Brotherhood movement, extols its chief founders and ideologues, and 

portrays Palestine in its entirety as a Muslim endowment (Waqf), just as is done in the 

Hamas Charter.   

 

The websiteôs consistent educational message to its young readers mirrors that of 

the Hamas movementôs ideology and includes scathing hatred, disdain, deligitimization 

and demonization of the óotherô ï the West, especially the US and Europe, the Jews, 

Israel and Zionism ï as well as a call for establishing an Islamic state in entire Palestine 

and the annihilation of the State of Israel through violent liberation of the land in jihad 

(holy war), and the portrayal of the Lebanese terrorist organization Hezbollah as an 

example and role model.  The violent jihad is not restricted to the Jews and Israel alone 

but rather applied to all of the above who are deemed enemies of Islam, and any notion of 

compromise or peace is ruled out.  The most extreme, cynical and disturbing aspect of the 

website is its pervasive indoctrination of the younger generation into the cult of 

martyrdom ï helping to create the next generation of suicide bombers to join the jihad.  

This report is based on examination of 145 issues of Al-Fateh, from the first (September 

2002) to April 2009.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please note:  All boldface lettering has been added by the editors of this report 

to highlight and emphasize certain parts of the excerpts, and does not appear on the 

website.    

                                                 
2  Hamas (the Arabic acronym for Islamic Resistance Movement) was founded in 1987 by Sheikh Ahmad 

Yassin as an armed organization, following several years of activity as a social and religious movement 

based in the Gaza Strip. It regards itself as a wing of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, and has never been 

a member of the PLO ˈ the official Palestinian umbrella organization headed by the Fatah armed faction. 

In 2006 Hamas won the parliamentary elections in the Palestinian National Authority and formed the 

government, until friction with the Fatah-backed PA escalated to a Hamas coup and the ousting of 

President Mahmoud Abbas from the Gaza Strip in 2007.   

3 The adjective and the noun ñterroristò are used in this essay to denote murderous militant activities 

deliberately directed at civilians and the civilian population at large. This definition applies regardless of 

the ideology that motivates terrorism and the goals it serves. It would apply to the means even if one 

sympathized with the ideology.  
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The West Regarded as Inferior to Islam 
 

The West is depicted as decadent and inferior to the Islamic world on which it is said to 

have a corrupting influence ̍  certainly morally, but also regarding many scientific 

discoveries over the centuries which, Al-Fateh tells its young readers, are of Islamic 

origin, though passed off by the West as their own. 

  

Today many scientists think that Columbus was not really the first to 

discover America, because he reached it hundreds of years after the Arabs 

and Muslims had reached it. 

Issue 27, April 15, 2004 

 

 Similarly, Al-Fateh asserts that the Arabs discovered gravity before Newton. The 

ñlegendò of Newton making his discovery while sitting under an apple tree is said to be a 

ruse designed to hide the fact that the idea was of Arabic provenance (Issue 31, July 1, 

2004). Al-Fateh cites, among other scientific firsts by Arabs later appropriated by the 

West without acknowledgment, the notion that the world is not flat and the discovery of 

electricity. 

 

              Al-Fateh also claims that a charter of human rights emerged, not in France or 

America, but in Mecca in the seventh century, from the Islamic faith. While the nations 

of the world have violated their own proclamations concerning human rights, the 

emergence of Islam in Mecca brought: 

 

é equality between the slave and his master, between the rich and the 

poor, the young and the old, the man and the woman, the Arab and the 

non-Arab. And from these roots grew a strong Islamic society which has 

no oppressor or oppressed, and in which no man can steal the rights of the 

other. 

Issue 13, September 2003  

  

 As to the moral aspects of civilization, the West is regarded as a source of decadent and 

corrupting influence that should be avoided ˈ from ñWestern imperialist clothingò 

(Issue 61, October 1, 2005) to television programs that ñaim to make us live according to 

their ways in spite of the fact that this is far from what Allah intended for usò (Issue 85, 

October 1, 2006).  Al-Fateh accuses the West of having an arrogant and disdainful 

attitude toward Muslims and expresses scorn and contempt for Western culture and 

values, as is evident in the following excerpt from editorials, one of which speaks of the 

celebration of Valentineôs Day by Muslims:  

 

You may imagine how the West looks at us. They look at us disdainfully 

and derisively, with a glance full of arroganceé They have the right to do 

so, because we have celebrated their [holidays] while they have not even 

thought to celebrate ours; because we have sanctified anything that is 

related to them, while they have despised all our sacred things; because we 
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have distanced ourselves from our ideal values and clung to their decayed 

values. 

 

But we will not let them have power over us. We will tell all our friends 

the truth about this Valentine so that they distance themselves from these 

vanitiesé 

Issue 142, February 15, 2009 

 

 We have greatly disregarded our religion and values and [instead,] 

clung to the Westôs trivialities and directives. We have substituted our 

precious [values] for their cheap [ones]. 

 Editorial, Issue 139, January 1, 2009 

 

Al-Fateh touches upon the issue of gender as part of its broader effort to portray the 

inferiority of Western values: 

 

ñThe Womanôs Worldò 

 Many Orientalists accuse Islam of failing to grant the woman that which 

it grants the man.  We do not see this phenomenon in reality, but from 

reading the history books we find something interesting, century after 

century, we see that the nations of the West exploit the woman and 

deny her basic human rights more than any other nation.  The 

meaning of freedom has changed for the European woman and become 

entwined with the concepts of loss, escape and disintegration and has 

become a type of personal liberty upon which the laws of the Western 

countries have decreed, even suicide has become an only option for those 

despairing and lost and those who deviate from the norm in Western 

society. 

Issue 20, January 1, 2004  
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The West as an Enemy of Islam  
 

Although it relentlessly focuses on hatred and incitement to violence and annihilation of 

Israel, Al-Fateh has a wider perspective that also targets the West as a perceived enemy 

of Islam and ally of Israel, as a source of past colonialism and past and present 

imperialism, and as the perpetrator of crimes against Muslims. This doctrine of hate, it 

should be noted, is not usually framed in religious terms as a conflict with Christianity. 

One does not find many references to Christians and Christianity on the site.  However, 

there are repeated references to the Crusades as a defining historical memory and to the 

Christian West as a crusading force then and now. 

 

Al-Fateh refers to conflicts involving Western and Muslim countries as an attack 

on Islam that requires a response from all Muslims, and accuses the West of aiding and 

inciting the Jews to kill Palestinians:  

 

Muslims and their children everywhere are under a siege of injustice ˈ in 

beloved imprisoned Palestine, in wounded Afghanistan, in Kashmir, in 

Chechnya, and in other parts of the world which are controlled by the 

most despicable of Godôs creatures: the Jews, and their agents in 

crusader America who are hostile to Arabism and Islam and in the West 

which has forgotten the advantage of the Arabs and Muslims over it and of 

its resurrection and culture ... in the West which carried out eight crusades 

against the Arab and Muslim land of al-Sham [Greater Syria] and in 

Egypt, and killed and stole and plundered, not sparing a young man or an 

old one, a young girl or an old woman é until the beaches of al-Sham and 

Alexandria were dyed in the color of pure and innocent blood.  We see 

them in the new era invading our land, killing, imprisoning, stealing and 

robbing and offering Palestine to the lowest of Allahôs creationséto the 

Jewséand aiding them against us in money, manpower and arms and 

inciting them to kill our lads and women and children in beloved 

Palestine and expelling our people from it. 

Issue 4, December 2002   

 

 Al-Fateh informs its readers that the West not only aids Israel and the Jews in their 

aggression and villainy, but is itself responsible for attacking Muslim countries.   

 

Our Muslim lands are under severe attacks in beloved Palestine, in Iraq, in 

Afghanistan and in Pakistan, in Chechnya and in the Balkans, in India and 

in Kashmir. The people and the lands are exposed to disasters which the 

enemies of mankind, our enemies, the Jews and their allies in the 

countries and evil on five continents, bring upon them.  

Issue 5, January 2003 
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The US, Britain and the other European countries (India is lumped in the same group) are 

accused of aiding the Jews in killing Palestinians:  

 

This issue is published under very difficult conditions as the Jewish 

enemy kills our people in beloved Palestine, while the United States, 

Britain and the other European countries, and India help it.  The 

forces of darkness in the world hope to topple our people in Palestineéò 

Issue 2, October 2002    

 

Al-Fateh vents its hatred for the former president of the United States and his country, 

and portrays him as a puppet of his Jewish masters, as well as Arabs and Arab rulers who 

are accused of being agents of the Zionists, and asks the readers to fill their hearts with 

hatred and lust for vengeance and pass it on to their offspring:  

 

I am concerned about you watching television, especially the news that is 

replete with crimes and massacres perpetrated by the Zionists and their 

agents in Palestine, in Gaza and Rafah, in the West Bank, in Jenin and its 

camp that stands steadfast in face of the criminal invading Jews and their 

agents, the settlers and the Arabséwho betray their people and religioné 

and they are cursed more than the Jews and debased more than the army of 

waifs (settlers), sons of the killeréAnd the Arabs who claim they are 

Muslims, watch the funerals of the savage massacres and stand idly 

byéthey send no help to their brothers, their rulers donôt dare to voice one 

word of protest or pleading before the modern-day Hulagu [Khan]
4
 ï 

Sharon, the man of peace to the Genghis Khan of our age, the light-

headed [man] who resides in the Black House and carries out the 

instructions of the Jews é they are liars and the young Bush imagines 

futile fancies, as he is young and has a small, black mind and a small, 

black heartéand I call you to watch the funerals of our beloved little ones, 

until these massacres are imprinted upon your souls, so that they would 

nourish in you the love of vengeance for them, vengeance upon the 

historical enemies of your nation and religion: I refer to the Jews and the 

Crusaders who take orders from the Jews so that your hearts will fill 

with sacred hatred for these lowly people which you shall pass on to 

your sons and grandsons, until the hour of vengeance which will be most 

terrible.   

           Issue 30, June 15, 2004 

 

America is the terror, my childé she is the plague that destroys my 

liver é she is the viper that scatters poison inside me. 

Issue 15, October 15, 2003 

                                                 
4
 Hulagu Khan was a Mongol ruler and the grandson of Genghis Khan.   He conquered much of southwest 

Asia and the Middle East including Baghdad, and toppled the Abbasid Caliphate.  He was stopped by the 

Mamluks in the Battle of Ain Jalut in 1260, in the Jezreel Valley of the Galilee region of northern Palestine.   
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The attitude of Al-Fateh toward the West appears along a broad historical timeline, 

centered on Palestine and linking the period of the Crusades with World War I and the 

British mandate over Palestine, with the alleged role of Western colonial and imperialist 

designs in establishing the State of Israel in 1948, and with present day Western, and 

especially American and European, support for Israel.   

 

The savage and backward feudal kings of Europe came at the head of huge 

armies as invaders and occupiers and seized many Arab cities on the 

Syrian coast. 

Issue 142, February 15, 2009 

 

Al-Fateh quotes from Article 15 of the Hamas Charter in a story entitled ñI am the City of 

Acre,ò making a link between the Crusades and the British conquest of Palestine from the 

Ottoman Empire during World War I: 

 

And see the crime that Britain has brought upon us, Britan which 

conquered Palestine in a Crusader spirit, as articulated by their 

commander, General Allenby, who said after the conquest of Jerusalem in 

1917: Today the Crusades have ended.
5
  

Issue 11, July 2003 

 

An illustrated science fiction story is used to portray the Jews of being the true power 

behind the 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement.
6
  The evil alien Jewish king (in the left-and 

illustration) is seen standing and consulting with his two ministers, ñSykes and Picot,ò 

over a chart of the Middle East, ñplanning to divide the Arab homeland and break the 

harmony that existed.ò (Issue 100, May 15, 2007) 

 

 

                                  
 

 

                                                 
5
  This phrase is an exact quote from the Hamas Charter, Article 15.  See page 52.  

6
 A secret agreement between Britain and France defining their respective spheres of influence and control 

in the Middle East after the expected downfall of the Ottoman Empire during World War I.  
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   Islam at War with the West  

 
The West is portrayed in Al-Fateh as an antagonist over whom Islam will claim eventual 

victory. The young readers are indoctrinated to hate and to feel obligated to wage holy 

war on various fronts, including Afghanistan and Iraq.  Militant animosity toward the 

West is framed in terms of claims of Western oppression, attacks, and crimes, as well as 

of its moral inferiority.  These claims lay the groundwork, together with religious fervor, 

for a call to jihad and for the belief that Islam will defeat the West. The West is lumped 

together with Jews, Zionism and Israel in this respect.  

  

Jihad for Allahôs sake expresses itself in a war against the heretics é 

it is incumbent [upon the jihad fighter] to kill them himself with his own 

hands, to carry a weapon and fight the Jews, the Serbs, and the 

Russians, and anyone [else] who attacks the Muslims. 

Issue 2, October 2002   

 

Foreword ï Our beloved children of Iraq 

We see you in our hearts before we see you on the television screen, we 

see your martyrs who have been ripped to shreds by the missiles of 

the usurping Americans and English and the pieces their pure bodies 

have been scattered, heads here, hands there, legs in another place, 

their bodieséthat were burned in the fire of the hostile 

invadersétheir souls that are drowning in the mire of the Jews, that draw 

upon the Jews exploitation, from their heresy, from their barbarism, which 

causes them to burn cruelly the children of IraqéThe killing, expulsion, 

starvation and intimidation that the American and English are carrying out 

and the harm visited upon their brothers in occupied Palestine by the Jews 

and the spieséwho have sold their souls to the Jews and the 

AmericanséAl-Fateh is sad today over that which is transpiring in 

Palestine and Iraq, but it has heard word of impending victory, Allah 

willing, over the Jews and Zionists among the Americans, the 

Spaniards and the Australians, and from the Arabs that try to be 

Zionistséwho betray their own peopleé 
Al-Fateh prays as it rides on its horse with its sharp sword in its hand and 

you can be clam when you are behind it, say with confidence: ñAllah, 

destroy the exploiting and usurping Jews, Allah, bring victory to our 

warrior brothers, Allah, watch over those fighting in Palestine and 

anywhereéGrant them victory over their enemieséAllah, destroy them 

and destroy their Jewish and American mastersé 

Issue 8, April 2003 
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We are currently subjugated by the Jews, the Americans, and the English 

who occupy our holy land in Palestine, in Iraq, and in many Arab and 

Muslim states.é It is [incumbent] upon us, the lion cubs of Arabism and 

Islam, to be prepared to fight these abject people and to liberate our 

country from occupation. 

Issue 28, May 1, 2004   

 

 Al-Fateh teaches that Islam is bound to prevail eventually over the West because its just 

cause gives it the advantage, and the West, especially the American superpower, will 

collapse like all previous great empires known to history. 

   

See how they fell like the leaves of a tree in winter, the British Empire 

where the sun never set é also the French Empire which stretched from 

East Asia to Canada é and Hitlerôs empire, which he planned to last a 

thousand years.é Afterward the immense Soviet Union collapsed and 

went out of history. Today America is the only one in the arena é but 

this is not its final fate é the judgment of Allah will fall upon it as it 

fell upon its predecessors. 
Issue 10, June 2003 

 

In the following excerpt, the city of Seville, Spain, pleads with readers to pray that it 

return to Muslim hands, along with the rest of the Spanish cities: 

  

I will give you information about myself: I am the city of Seville, the 

crown-city of Al-Andalus [Spain]. I was in the past the capital of the 

Kingdom of Sevilleé The Muslim Arabs conquered me in [the Muslim 

month of] Sha'ban, 94 AH/713 CEé At the beginning of [the Muslim 

month of] Shaôban 646 AH Ferdinand III [of Castile] besieged and seized 

me after a siege that lasted a year and five months ï due to the strength of 

my walls and fortresseséI wish, my beloved ones, you prayed for me 

that I returned to the Muslimsô hands with the rest of the cities of the 

lost Paradise [Spain]é  
Issue 66, December 15, 2005 
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Deligitimizing Israel  
 

The Al-Fateh/Hamas outlook on Israel, as clearly expressed in the content of this website, 

is one of uncompromising hatred for a country it does not recognize and views only in 

terms of wickedness, cruelty, blood lust and lies. Hostility and contempt for Israel are 

intertwined with the aspiration to annihilate it. The State of Israel, the historical rights of 

the Jewish people, and Jewish cities and towns within the State of Israel are 

deligitimized.  The site denies any Jewish claim of ties to the land, making a three-

pronged attack: on the claim of historical rights, on the link of the Jewish people to its 

homeland, and on the foundation of modern Israel upon the return of the Jewish people. 

 

Al-Fateh asserts that the ancient Canaanites were the Arab ancestors of the 

Palestinians, whose claim to the land precedes that of the Jews. The site devotes a great 

deal of wording to indoctrinating youngsters to view the Jewish presence in the Land of 

Palestine/Israel as not only historically late but also insignificant, thus seeking to 

undermine the notion of a historical Jewish homeland and, consequently, the foundation 

of Zionist ideology on the right of the Jewish people to return to it: 

 

The Canaanite Arabs were the first to emigrate from the Arabian 

Peninsula to Palestine é and they established a strong country which 

lasted for more than 1,500 years and is called Palestine in the Land of 

Canaan.  

Issue 66, December 15, 2005.  

 

Al-Fateh tells children that "tribes of the Arab Canaanitesò have dwelt in Hebron for 

5,000 years
7
: 

 

Palestine is an Arab land, where the Arab Canaanites have dwelt since 

ancient times, a long time before the arrival of the Jews in Palestine, and 

even when the Jews immigrated into Palestine, the Arab tribes lived there 

until the arrival of Islam, which made Palestine an Arab Islamic land é 

and since that time to our day the Muslim Arabs have never left, because 

this is their land and because the soil is painted in the blood of their 

forefathers who built it and defended it é and everything in it testifies to 

Palestine being Arab and Muslim, despite the arrogance of the Jews and 

imperialism that helps the Jews to occupy it (Issue 9, May 2003) 

 

                                                 
7
  There is a widespread trend among Arab intellectuals in the Middle East to ñArabizeò all ancient nations 

of the region ï save the Jews. Thus, according to modern Arab historians, the ancient Babylonians, 

Arameans, Phoenicians and Egyptians were all ñArabsò who emigrated from the Arabian Peninsula. In the 

Palestinian case, the Arabization of the Canaanites, who preceded the Jews in ancient Palestine, is meant to 

portray the Jews as interlopers in the land since antiquity, while the Arab Palestinians, as direct descendants 

of the ñArabò Canaanites, are ascribed additional legitimacy. In reality, the ancient Canaanites spoke a 

language very close to Hebrew, not Arabic. 
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Under the title of ñThe True History,ò readers are told of the falsification of history by 

the Zionists in present days and in the past, based on a history book found in Israeli 

schools:  

 

Once, I happened upon a book from the schoolbooks in the curriculum 

studied in the Zionist schools.  This is a forged book, full of lies, deception 

and misdirection, as the Zionists ï this is their custom, lie and disrupt 

history and falsify it, not just the present history but even ancient history.  

And I, who read this book, easily discovered these lieséI think that you 

too will discover such lies, such deception and forgery, as you are like me, 

reading the history of our precious land of Palestine, always, and this is 

the true history devoid of lies and forgery.   

Issue 72, March 15, 2006  

 

Al-Fateh denies the link of the Jewish people to its homeland by failing to mention the 

existence of Jewish holy sites, while frequently mentioning Muslim sites, and through 

denying the Jewish provenance of the holiest site to Jews: the Wailing Wall, known also 

as the Western Wall, a remnant of one of the supporting walls of the compound of 

Herodôs Temple, which was built on the ruins of Solomonôs Temple. 

 

The Western Wall, a noble and honored Arab and Islamic remnant, one of 

the walls of the Al-Aqsa Mosque é the most ancient Islamic site in 

Jerusalem. The occupying Jews claim that this wall is all that remains of 

their ancient temple, called Solomonôs Temple. In actual fact, the Jewsô 

claim is false, faked and incorrect, and history and archeological research 

prove our statements. The ancient Jewish temple was completely 

destroyed by the Romans approximately 2,000 years ago. All 

archeological researchers prove that this wall was built in the Umayyad 

period é the Western Wall of the Al-Aqsa Mosque is thus an Arab-

Islamic remnant, and, consequently, has no connection at all to Solomonôs 

Temple. 

Issue 57, August 1, 2005   

  

While denying the roots of the forebears of the Jewish people in the Land of 

Palestine/Israel and the Jewsô link to it over two millennia, Al-Fateh refers to the return 

of the Jews to their land as a greedy, colonialist, and imperialist action against Islam, 

supported by Western powers (as seen in the previous chapter regarding the attitude 

toward the West): 

 

Beloved Palestine is collapsing under the cruel English imperialism 

collaborating with Jews against Arabism and Islam. 

Issue 8, April 2003 



 19 

 

The site suggests that one motive for imperialist support in establishing the State of Israel 

was the desire of European countries to get rid of their Jews:  

 

The Jews looked for a land to settle in and the European states helped in 

order to be saved from them and their wickedness, and they chose the land 

of Palestine. 

Issue 41, December 1, 2004 

 

The website frequently shows the map of the Middle East as if Israel were not part of it 

and avoids using the term ñthe State of Israel,ò instead using terms of derogation and 

condemnation to refer to it, e.g., ñthe cursed state,ò ñthe state of the monstrous entity,ò or 

ñthe criminal state.ò It also employs terms that deny Israelôs right to exist, such as ñthe 

so-called State of Israel,ò ñthe Zionist entity,ò ñthe alleged entity,ò and ñthe thieving 

usurping entity.ò On the only occasion in which Al-Fateh uses the term ñIsraelò without 

such negative adjectives, it puts the word in quotation marks. Its young readers learn that: 

 

Palestine is an Arab Islamic country which borders on Lebanon in the 

north, Jordan and Syria in the east, and the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 

In the south and the southwest it borders on Egypt. 

Issue 15, October 15, 2003 

 

Following is a map of the region without Israel, from the introductory page of Issue 103, 

July 1, 2007.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        ñPalestineò 
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Al-Fateh delegitimizes cities, towns and villages established in Israel within the pre-1967 

boundaries (not in the West Bank), by refraining from describing them as óIsraeli,ô and 

instead using the Arabic word for ñcolony,ò derived from a word connoting imperialism. 

Examples include Kibbutz Zikkim (Issue 74, April 15, 2006), Kibbutz Shamir (Issue 78, 

June 15, 2006), the city of Tel AvivïJaffa (Issue 60, September 15, 2005), and the city of 

Sderot, to which the adjective ñstolenò is also applied (in óA Shahidôsô Story,ô Issue 76, 

May 15, 2006). This type of reference to Sderot is used to denote other villages and towns 

in the areas surrounding the Gaza Strip (such as Netiv Haôasara), and is found in dozens 

of issues in the current events column óNoteworthy News,ô in which readers are updated 

on the latest towns and villages targeted and hit by Qassam rocket and mortar shell 

barrages launched from within the Strip.  The appellation ñZionistò is oft used, always in 

a colonialist connotation, as in ñthe coastal Zionist town of Eilatò (Issue 51, May 1, 2005) 

or ñZionist Tel Avivò (Issue 69, February 1, 2006).  

 

The State of Israel is referred to as ñthe occupied territories of 1948,ò (Issue 43, 

January 1, 2005) and the term ñoccupiedò is also applied to cities and regions within 

Israel, such as Netanya (Issue 66, December 15, 2005) and Haifa, in the last testament of 

suicide bomber Shadi Zakaria al-Tubasi: ñéthe hero of the brave martyrdom operation in 

a restaurant in the occupied city of Haifa in which he killed 16 Zionists and wounded 45 

on March 31, 2002,ò (see Issue 46, February 15, 2005).  The term is also applied to 

regions such as the entire North (Issue 91, January 1, 2007) and the southern Negev 

region (Issue 77, July 1, 2006).  
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Racist Demonization of the Jews 
 

By demonizing Israel at every opportunity, even without connection to the subject at 

hand, Al-Fateh drives home its point that Israel/Zionism dispossesses the Palestinians. 

For instance, in an article on botany, children are taught about basil, rihan in Arabic, by 

mentioning two Arab villages with names derived from the plant ˈ Umm Rihan and 

Rihaniyyah ˈ and then the author adds: 

 

The first [village], in the Haifa region, was destroyed by the evil Zionists, 

who scattered its residents in every direction, and the second [village] was 

captured in the year 1948 by the evil enemy who tried to erase its Arab 

identity.
8
   

Issue 65, December 1, 2005  

 

The site frequently attaches derogatory, condemnatory and even racist terms to the word 

Israelis, also referred to as Jews and/or Zionists. So, for instance, Issue 8 (April 2003), 

states: 

 

é criminal Zionists, the Jews are the lowest of the human race, Zionist 

spies or hateful Israelis.  

Issue 8, April 2003 

 

One child writes on the site: 

 

[I will do] to the Jews what the hawk does when it catches sight of its 

prey, it pounces on it quickly from the sky é I donôt want to cause pain to 

any person except the criminal Jews.   

Issue 40, November 15, 2004 

 

 

           
 

The Inscription on the wall reads: óThe Islamic Universityô [of Gaza].  One man is telling 

a group of others: ñThese Jewish Zionists are criminals and cowards and are a like a 

cancer which has to be gotten rid of.ò (Issue 8, April 2003).   

                                                 
8
  The residents of Rihaniyya were originally Circassians from the Caucasus, who have zealously 

maintained their Circassian identity and have never adopted an Arab identity.   
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The site denies the Holocaust and accuses the Jews of its fabrication in order 

to reap financial benefits: 

 

 
 

The inscription on the sack reads: ñThe Holocaust.ò The Jew on the right says to his 

friend: ñWe lied a lie which was believed.ò  The Jew on the left responds: ñLet us find a 

new lie, my friend.ò (Issue 122, April 14, 2008) 

 

            In an editorial, Jews are accused of being enemies of Islam, inherent tricksters and 

violators of treaties, for whom there is no place in Palestine: 

 

God will never forget you, for you are His hand which strikes ï if He so 

wills ï His, your and the religionôs enemies. 

Talk to them [i.e., the Jews] about the justice of your cause and about the 

corruption of their faith. 

Tell them that the land of Palestine is a Muslim land and that it will 

remain Muslim. The Zionists [will] have no existence there, whatever they 

do, and no matter how much they destroy and shed blood. 

Tell them about your forefathers and about the Jewsô forefathers and 

explain the difference between them. 

For they [the Jewsô forefathers] violated [their] treaties, killed the innocent 

ones and transformed falsity into truth and truth into falsity through their 

trickeryé 

As for our forefathers, they were glorious and eminent, kept [their] treaties 

the same way they protected their souls. 

Talk to them about the Jewsô trickery against our Messenger Al-Mustafa 

[Muhammad] and that this trickery is to continue until the Hour of 

Judgment. The Jew will have no security, no matter how much he pretends 

to be innocent and pure, except those ones whom my Lord will have 

mercy on. 

Issue 140, January 15, 2009   
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The following racist reference to Zionists as decedents of animals is not unique and  

appears dozens of times in various issues throughout the years: 

 

Al Quds (Jerusalem) will remain as a trust in our hands and the hands of 

all Muslims, and they are to unite and gather for its liberation and the 

liberation of the land of Palestine from the impurity  of the Zionists, the 

descendents of apes and pigs.
9
 

Issue 129, August 1, 2008  

 

...Why our nation has become so cowardly and lowly, fearing the apes?! 

...This is why you see me sad and depressed; that is why I hate all the 

Jews! 

Excerpts from a poem entitled ñSave Gaza,ò Issue 140, January 15, 2009 

 

In the column óStories of Uncle Izz al-Dinô Jews are accused of killing the prophets and 

likened to evil wolves: 

 

éas if they are wolves whose eyes blaze with evil, evil fills their 

heartséThey are indeed the murderers of the prophets
10
é 

Issue 19, December 15, 2003 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

                                                                         
 

 

              ñThe Criminal Jewsò  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caricature of an ñevilò Israeli soldier, merged with a caricature of a Diaspora Jew, 

reminiscent of prototypical European anti-Semitic cartoons. (Issue 10, June 2003). 
 

 

                                                 
9
  The appellation ódescendents of apes and pigsô is based on a Quranic verse in which it is told of a coastal 

Jewish community whose members went fishing on the Sabbath, despite a warning from Allah not to do so.  

As a result, the community members were turned into apes and pigs.  See the Quran: Surah 2, verse 65; 

Surah 5, verse 60; and Surah 7, verses 163-166.     
10

 This expression, which reappears in various issues, is reminiscent of classic Christian anti-Semitic 

portrayals of the Jews as the killers of Christ.  
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The following is a small selection of anti-Israeli hate phrases prevalent on the Al-Fateh 

site: ñthe filth of the settlers é their mothers are known while their fathers are 

anonymous é raised as lost dogs (Issue 9, May 2003),ò ñécowardly Zionists, cursed 

Zionists, contemptuous Zionists, thieving and usurping Zionists, satanic Jews, the 

impurity of the Zionist Jews (Issue 47, March 1, 2005),ò ñéevil Zionists who do not 

have even one grain of culture in them (Issue 63, November 1, 2005).ò   

 

           Stories and articles on this website, which addresses children, systematically 

portray Israel as thirsty for Palestinian blood and lusting to commit murder and acts of 

cruelty for the sake of pleasure.  A prime example of such demonization can be found in 

the following excerpt from the a story told by a grandmother about Muhammad Al Dura, 

a Palestinian child killed in a gun battle between Israeli troops and Palestinian gunmen in 

the Gaza Strip in September 2000
11

:  

 

 éHe and his father arrived at the roadblock guarded by the criminal 

Jewish soldiers, the car was not allowed to pass and Muhammad went by 

foot with his fatheréthere were demonstrations nearbyéthey chose a side 

road, suddenly a group of the criminal soldiers appeared in front of 

theméthe soldiers descended on them as the wolves descend on their 

prey, and began to fire around them first without hitting them, Muhammad 

stood by his father and said: do not worry father, their bullets will not hurt 

us, we have done nothing to them, why should they kill us?  His father 

responded: they are Jews, Muhammadé Muhammad was wounded by 

shrapneléMuhammadôs father began to shout in the direction of the 

ambulance (which could not move forward due to the fire) ï the boy is 

dead!  The boy is dead! Help us!  One of the sniper soldiers laughed in 

scorn at this fatherésaid in his criminal mind: the solution is that I rid him 

of his son, aimed the sniper rifle at Muhammadôs chest, smiled and began 

to shoot and the bullets pierced Muhammadôs heartéThe soldiersô teeth 

stood out as they laughed and their teeth stuck out as the fangs of 

wolves who grind the bones of a young lamb they hunted from its 

mother, their hearts as the heart of the wolves that have no human 

emotion in them, and then they proceeded to shoot themé 

 Issue 38, October 15, 2004 

 

In this particular story, a girl tells her uncle of a particularly sadistic Jew, equates him 

with Pharaoh and proceeds to assert that the modern-day Pharaoh is the Israelites [Jews]: 

  

Shimon enjoyed torturing people, as he saw the tears and heard the 

screaming of the tortured he would feel happiness and joy, nothing 

                                                 
11
 It should be noted that the Enderlein vs. Karsenty trial in Paris, 2008, established that the TV report of a 

minute and a half broadcast on France 2 which depicted the Israeli soldiers as responsible for Al-Duraôs 

death, had no basis in the entire 27 minutes of footage taken of the incident by the network cameraman.  

Contrary to France 2 reporter Charles Enderleinôs claim that he had not included the footage of the death 

throes of Al Dura ñbecause it was unbearable,ò the entire 27 minutes of the footage did not contain such a 

scene.   
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other than torturing the people caused him pleasureéThis is what we 

studied in school about PharaohéHe weakened the Israelites, slaughtered 

their sons and left their women to a life of slavery and today the Israelites 

fill the role of Pharaoh! 

Issue 21, January 15, 2004  

 

Children are asked to color in the illustration showing a Jew during the war of 1948 

brandishing a knife dripping with the blood of an Arab he just stabbed, lying dead 

in the lower right-hand corner (Issue 31, July 1, 2004). 

 

 

 
 ñRead and Colorò 
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A Call for Violent Jihad to Lib erate Palestine 
 

The deligitimization, dehumanization and demonization of Jews and Israel provide the 

basis and legitimacy for the numerous calls on the site to kill Jews: 

 

You will be in the ranks in the near future, the future in which we cleanse 

our holy land of the impurity of the Jews. 

Issue 45, February 1, 2005 

 

O God, you should deal with the aggressive Zionists 

O God, dissolve their unity and disperse them and show us the wonders of 

your power on them 

O Godé kill themé and do not leave [even] one of them 

(Excerpts from a poem titled ñO God, Help the People of Gazaò)         

Issue 140, January 15, 2009 

 

The characterization of Palestine as an Islamic endowment and its liberation as 

religious duty, as well as the harsh anti-Semitic incitement to kill Jews that is found 

in the following Prophetic Saying [Hadith], are found in articles 7 and 11 of the 

Hamas Charter as well (see page 51):  

 

Palestine is an Islamic [religious] endowment [waqf]. It is the Muslimsô 

primary problem and its liberation is a personal religious duty of every 

Muslim. I recall the Prophetic Saying [Hadith] by Godôs Messenger 

[Muhammad]: ñThe Hour of Judgment will not arrive until you fight the 

Jews and kill themé and until trees and the rocks will say: óO Muslim, o 

servant of God, there is a Jew behind me; come and kill him,ô except 

the salt bush [gharqad], for it is [one] of the Jewsô trees.ò 

Issue 2, October 1, 2002 

 

Numerous testimonials of suicide bombers and other terrorists dubbed shahids quoted on 

the site serve a similar educational purpose. Following is an excerpt from the last 

testimonial of Sahil Naôaman Abu Hahal, killed in an Israeli military operation, which 

appears word for word in the website of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades along with a 

poem in his praise: 

 

I want to follow in the footsteps of the fighters in order to liberate this land 

from the impurity of the contemptible Jews, from the impurity of the evil 

and the corrupt and I know clearly that my blood will be shed and my 

organs scattered and I will serve up my life, my property and my 

children for this religion and this beloved landéand in return for the 

paradise of Allah. 

Issue 50, April 15, 2005. 
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The notion that the destruction of Israel is entwined with liberating Palestine is explicitly 

promoted: 

 

All Mu slim children are the hope for the future and by their hands, with 

Allahôs help, the accursed Jewish state will be totally destroyed. 

Issue 43, January 1, 2005 

 

The way to the complete liberation of the land is though the muzzle of a 

gun. 

Issue 72, March 15, 2006 

 

In the following illustrated story, schoolchildren are asked to draw a drawing entitled: 

ñwhen the sky is angry.ò A pupil (named Izz al-Din in reference to the Qassam Brigades) 

draws the following picture:   

 

 

 

 

      ñWhen the 

Sky is Angryò 

 

 
 

éuntil [the teacher] came to Izz al-Dinôs drawing.  He looked at the 

drawing in wonder and said: ñLook at what your friend Izz al-Din drew!  

He drew a sky raining down rocks that are stoning the Zionists!  All of 

you applaud your friend Izz al-Din! 

Issue 75, May 1, 2006 

 

 


