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Chapter Four: The Jews and Israel 
 
 
A. The Jews 

The Jews are dealt with as a nation with a certain connection to Palestine in the past. 
Some Biblical events are discussed in the textbooks as described in the Koran. But 
there are cases in which their presence in Palestine in ancient time is ignored, 
throughout the narration of Jesus' life, for instance. The holy places of the Jews in 
Palestine are recognized in principle, but their presence there today is considered an 
occupation. Most references to the Jews appear in the books in the context of their 
relations with Prophet Muhammad in Arabia. The attitude to them is unfavorable on 
account of their rivalry with Muhammad during the early phases of Islam. They are 
portrayed as hostile to Islam and the Muslim, as treaty violators and treacherous.
Other than in the context of the Palestinian conflict, the Jews in modern history are 
referred to very briefly and not a single mention of their culture, history – including 
the Holocaust – or achievements appears in the Iranian books, except that Zionism 
aspires to have them dominate the world (see the section on Zionism). There is one 
instance where a picture story for Grade 3 students equates the Jewish symbol of the 
Star of David with garbage (see below the section dealing with Israel).  
 
 
I. The Jews in Ancient History 
 
The Iranian textbooks narrate Biblical stories as they appear in the Koran and use the 
Koranic term 'the Children of Israel [Bani Isra'il]'. The term appears most of the time 
with no explanation (see, for example, Koran Studies, Grade 5 (2004) pp. 86-88). But 
there are cases in which it is accompanied by very brief notes, as in the following 
quotations.
 
[Note:] *The Children of Israel: the sons of Jacob. 
Koran Studies, Grade 3 (2004) p. 75; Koran Studies, Grade 8 (2004) p. 140 
 
[Note:] 1. The Children of Israel: followers of Moses. 
Gifts of Heaven, Grade 4 (2004) p. 10 
 
The Children of Israel: Sons of Israel, children of Prophet Jacob, tribes of the Jews. 
Glossary, Persian, Grade 7 (2004) p. 192  
 
A history textbook for Grade 6 inserts parts of the stories of Biblical-Koranic figures, 
such as Abraham, Joseph and Moses, in the history of ancient Mesopotamia and 
Egypt. See History, Grade 6 (2004) pp. 20-21 (about Abraham) and 24-25 (about 
Joseph and Moses). There is also one reference to the Children of Israel but with no 
further explanation (p. 25). 
 
After Moses' ascent to Mount Sinai and his stay there for forty days (instead of thirty 
days), a man called Sameri [Samaritan in Arabic and Persian] built a golden calf and 
summoned the people to worship it. The people on their part responded to his call. On 
his return from Mount Sinai, Moses broke this calf to pieces and threw it into the Nile 
[sic]. 
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Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 77   
 
Sameri: The name of a man of Moses' people (Children of Israel) who enticed them 
and persuaded them to worship a golden calf. He seized the opportunity, during 
Moses' absence, and persuaded the people by tricks to worship the calf. 
Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 206   
 
The Koranic story of the kingship of Saul over the Children of Israel and the battle 
between David and Goliath is presented in one textbook with some non-Koranic 
additions probably taken from Biblical sources, such as, for example, rescuing the arc 
from the enemies, the circumstances of David's appearance on the battlefield and the 
manner in which he killed Goliath (see Lessons from the Koran, Grade 11 (2004) pp. 
53-62, and the above-mentioned additions on pp. 56, 62).   
 
David: The prophet of the people of Israel. He was a poet and has left the book of 
Psalms! 
Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 204  
 
Solomon: Solomon succeeded his father David at the age of 13! He built 
magnificent buildings like the temple. His grave is near his father's in Jerusalem. 
Persian Literature, Grade 9 (2004) p. 190 
 
The story of Jesus and the beginning of Christianity in Palestine is told without a 
single reference to the fact that Jesus, his disciples and the inhabitants of Palestine at 
that time were Jews.
 
About two thousand years ago, a boy was born in Bethlehem, one of the towns of 
Palestine, and was named Jesus. At that time the people of Palestine had a difficult 
life because the Romans had occupied the place. These oppressive infidels forced the 
people to worship the Roman emperor and took away the property and wealth of the 
nations under their rule! 
 
Jesus was born about two thousand years ago in one of the towns of Palestine called 
Bethlehem. At that time the people of Palestine had a difficult life because the 
occupying Romans ruled that place. These polytheistic and oppressive rulers obliged 
the nations under their rule to worship the Roman emperor! 
Persian, Grade 6 (2004) p. 162 
 
Along the same lines, King Cyrus' benevolent gesture of allowing the Jews to return 
to Jerusalem from their Babylonian captivity – as mentioned in the Bible – is referred 
to in general terms without mentioning the Jews. 
 
Cyrus! gave permission to the nations which had been taken captive and enslaved, in 
the course of the attack by Babylon's former rulers, to return to their homeland. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 59 
 
On the other hand, there is one reference to the Jews as an ethnic group which used 
to live in Palestine until the times of the Romans. 
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One of the causes for the appearance and penetration of Judaism in Arabia was the 
violence of the Roman emperors, which caused the Jews to emigrate from Palestine to 
the Arabian Peninsula ([Footnote] 2 " It is impossible to express a decisive view 
regarding this issue, namely, whether the Jews of Arabia were [descendants] of the 
Jewish ethnic group which had emigrated to that place from Palestine, or of Arab 
ethnicity, who became inclined to the Jewish religion.) 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 98        
 
And they are once treated as a nation with its own language. 
 
The Semitic language is the language of the Arab and the Jewish peoples! 
Geography [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 15 
 
The spread of Christianity in ancient Rome is said to have raised the anger of the 
Jewish religious leaders. 
 
In a society where corruption and violence had spread widely, the Christian teachings 
called the people to devotion and kindness. In addition, its teachings contradicted 
many Roman polytheistic traditions. For this reason, many slaves and groups of 
people were inclined to it, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, it brought about 
anger and grievance on the part of the Jewish religious leaders and the Roman rulers.  
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 74   
 
In the beginning of the Parthian period, the Jewish religion had followers in western 
Iran [that is, Mesopotamia]. With the emergence of Christianity, this religion found 
followers in parts of Iran, especially in Armenia. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 82 
 
 
II. Jewish Holy Places 
 
The Iranian school textbooks acknowledge the existence of Jewish holy places in 
Jerusalem and recognize the city's holiness to the Jews, alongside Muslims and 
Christians. 
 
Due to the existence of holy places for Jews and Christians in Jerusalem, this city has 
gained importance from the point of view of the other Heavenly religions as well. 
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 40
 
Jerusalem is a city holy to Muslims, Christians and Jews. 
Geography, Grade 7 (2004) p. 17 
 
Palestine: It is located on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean in the Middle East. It 
is the neighbor of the countries of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. Its capital is 
Jerusalem [Beit al-Moqaddas] which is the place of pilgrimage for Muslims, 
Christians and Jews. 
Persian Literature, Grade 9 (2004) p. 192  
 
Places holy to the Jews inside Iran are also mentioned. 
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There is a beautiful building which worth seeing in Shush, near the Shavur river. This 
building is considered to be the mausoleum of the Prophet Daniel, one of the four 
great prophets of the Children of Israel whose name is mentioned in the Torah [sic]. 
Daniel's tomb has been the people's place of pilgrimage since olden times. 
Persian, Grade 7 (2004) p. 88 
 
The historical monuments of Hamadan are: !the tombs of Esther and Mordecai! 
Persian, Grade 7 (2004) p. 102 
 
 
III. The Jews of Arabia and Their Relations with Prophet Muhammad 
 
As already mentioned, the bulk of the material in the Iranian school textbooks 
referring to Jews relates to the period of early Islam in Arabia and focuses on the 
political and religious rivalry between the two parties. On account of that rivalry the
Jews are described in hostile terms, mainly as enemies of Islam and also as 
treacherous people who violated their treaties with Muhammad. The expulsion of the 
Jews from Medina is mentioned but the slaughter of the men of the Qurayzah Jewish 
tribe is not. Is it an attempt on the part of Iranian educators not to raise the flames of 
anti-Semitism too high? It is hard to tell.
 
The Jews of Arabia mostly lived in Hijaz and Yemen. The town of Yathrib [later 
Medina] and its vicinity was the largest center of the Jews. The Jews had places for 
teaching the religious precepts and the Torah which were called 'Beit al-Madares' 
[Beit ha-Midrash in Hebrew], and the Jewish religious scholars were called 'Habr' 
[Haver in the Hebrew of that period]. One of the reasons for the appearance and 
penetration of Judaism in Arabia was the violence of the Roman emperors which 
caused the Jews to emigrate from Palestine to the Arabian Peninsula ([Footnote] 2 " It 
is impossible to express a decisive view regarding this issue, namely, whether the 
Jews of Arabia were [descendants] of the Jewish ethnic group that had emigrated to 
that place from Palestine, or of Arab ethnicity who became inclined to the Jewish 
religion.) 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 98        
 
The Jews are portrayed here as traitors and as enemies of Islam, in spite of their 
former knowledge – according to Muslim belief – of Muhammad's true mission. 
 
In addition, they [the people of Medina] had heard from the Jews that Moses 
announced in his Heavenly book [i.e., the Torah, according to Muslim belief] that a 
prophet would rise from Mecca, propagate a monotheistic religion and fight 
paganism. 
Islamic Culture and Religious Instruction, Grade 8 (2004) p. 35  
 
Medina and its vicinity were inhabited by Arab tribes and Jewish groups with which 
the Prophet concluded a treaty. One of these Jewish groups was Bani Nadhir who had 
concluded an agreement with the Muslims not to harm the Prophet and his 
companions and not to help the enemies of Islam to fight against the Muslims. But 
Bani Nadhir did not keep their treaty and agreement, and, one day, when the Prophet 
came to their castle together with some of his friends in order to accomplish 
something, they plotted to kill him. But God made the Prophet aware of this plot and 
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saved his life. After this breach of agreement, the Prophet gave them ten-days to leave 
that region and go far away from it, or prepare for war. Bani Nadhir, who were 
assured of their castle's firmness, did not leave, and the Muslim army under the 
Prophet's command besieged them. After several days, before war broke out, the Jews 
surrendered and delivered their weapons. They took with them from their property 
whatever they could load on camels, and left the other [property], together with the 
fields and date groves they had!16 
Lessons from the Koran, Grade 11 (2004) p. 12 
 
Having built the mosque [in Medina following his move to that city from Mecca], the 
Prophet of Islam concluded a treaty on behalf of the Muslims with the Jews (who 
lived close to the people of Medina). According to this treaty, it was decided that the 
Muslims and the Jews would put aside their own differences and unite against anyone 
intending to attack Medina. 
History, Grade 6 (2004) p. 84 
 
Another action by the Prophet in the first year of the emigration [to Medina from 
Mecca] was drawing up of a treaty, on the basis of which new social principles and 
regulations were enacted, which would provide for! good order and peaceful 
coexistence among the Muslims of Medina and also [with] the Jews. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 106   
 
Year 1 of the Hijrah: !The signing of the treaty with the Jews. 
History, Grade 6 (2004) p. 90 
 
In the fifth year of the Hijrah [Muhammad's emigration to Medina which is 
considered the beginning of the Muslim calendar], the pagans of Mecca assembled 
allies from all over Arabia and decided to attack Medina with a very large army. They 
also concluded a treaty with the Jews of Medina, who felt uneasy at the progress of 
Islam. 
History, Grade 6 (2004) p. 85 
 
In the fifth year of the Hijrah, the fateful battle of the Groups [Ahzab] took place. In 
that year, the polytheists of Mecca, instigated by the Jews, gathered all their means, 
and joined with the Bedouin tribe of Ghatfan, promising them the one-year yield of 
the dates of [Jewish] Khaybar (In this lesson you will learn the reason for the Jews' 
hostility to the Muslims). In this military alliance between the Jews and Quraysh [the 
pagan tribe ruling Mecca], a force of close to ten thousand was assembled in three 
divisions under the command of Abu Sufyan. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 108    
 
During the Battle of the Groups [Ahzab, between Prophet Muhammad and a 
confederation of tribes led by the pagan Meccans], information came to the prophet 
from the Muslim forces. Part of this information was the violation of the treaty on the 

                                                      
16 Bani Nadhir were the second Jewish tribe to be expelled from Medina. Bani 
Qaynuqa' had been expelled before them and Bani Qurayzah – the third and last 
Jewish tribe in Medina – met a different fate: the men were slaughtered and their 
wives and children were enslaved by the Muslims.        
 



 166

part of the Jews of [the tribe of] Bani Qurayzah, who trampled under foot their 
defense treaty with the Muslims, and wished to fight the Muslims, together with the 
rest of the groups that opposed the Prophet. 
Defense Readiness, Grade 8 (2004) p. 79  
 
Confronting the Jews' Plots 
Beside the polytheists, two other groups made the unity of the Muslim nation 
vulnerable: the Jews and the Hypocrites [those who were outwardly Muslim but still 
resisted Muhammad].  
 
The Jews of Medina were of three tribes: Qaynuqa', Nadhir, and Qurayzah. These 
three tribes had chosen to dwell in that territory in olden times. And they had 
territories outside the city such as Khaybar and Fadak which were their refuges.  
 
In the beginning, the Prophet concluded with them a treaty of friendship, and gave 
them rights, on condition of peaceful conduct [on their part towards the Muslims]. He 
hoped that they, who were monotheists and People of the Book, would convert to 
Islam. But, after some time, the Jews' pretext-seeking, hostility and treachery were 
exposed. One can look for the reasons of the Jews' hostility and plots in the following 
issues: 
 

1. The Jews were a trading and a profit-seeking ethnic group. They amassed 
much profit from the transactions with Quraysh [the ruling tribe of Mecca, 
which opposed Muhammad]. But after Islam settled in Medina, this 
commercial connection between them and the Quraysh was cut off, and their 
economic interests received a heavy blow. 

2. The Jews imagined themselves to be God's chosen people, and expected the 
appearance of a prophet from among their own people. They believed that 
they enjoyed special privileges before God, and that, except for a few, they 
would not be punished. After some of the famous Jews, such as Mukhayraq 
and Abdullah bin Salam, converted to Islam, they [the Jews] had a greater 
sense of danger. 

 
Initially, the Jews of Medina chose the road of opposition by casting doubt in the 
hearts of the Believers [i.e., the Muslims], then [by] collaborating with the Hypocrites 
[those who were outwardly Muslim], [by] reviving the old hatreds between the Aws 
and the Khazraj [Muslim tribes in Medina], and, finally, [by committing] treason and 
violating the treaty [concluded between them and Muhammad]. The Prophet resorted 
at the beginning to warding off their doubts with logical reasoning, and after that he 
distanced [himself] from them by determining Mecca [instead of Jerusalem] as the 
Muslims' direction of prayer by God's order. Finally, he expelled them from 
Medina.17 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 109 
 

                                                      
17 The tribes of Qaynuqa' and Nadhir were expelled, but that was not the fate of the 
Qurayzah tribe of which the men were slain and the women and children were 
enslaved.
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After the Prophet's [Muhammad's] emigration [from Mecca] to Medina, the Jews [of 
Medina], who were among his hateful enemies, seized every opportunity, as the 
enemy's fifth column in the Muslim center, to obstruct and fight Islam. Finally, the 
prophet decided to expel them and annihilate the stubborn ones among them.  
 
The Jews of the Qurayzah tribe were in their castle under heavy siege by the Muslim 
army! The Qurayzah people!sent a message to the Prophet to send them Abu 
Lubabah, so that they would consult with him [regarding the terms of surrender]. The 
prophet sent Abu Lubabah to them for consultation. The Jews, with whom Abu 
Lubabah had a record of friendship, let him in and showed weakness and impatience. 
They asked him: #Will we be pleased with! the verdict?#  
 
Abu Lubabah said: #it is in order#, but made a sign with the hand next to the neck 
meaning that surrender! and beheading were the same.18 
 
Thus, Abu Lubabah divulged [to the enemy] one of the military secrets of the Muslim 
army, though [only] by a sign, and this disclosure made him a traitor to God and to 
the prophet.       
Defense Readiness 1 ! Teacher's Guide, High School Grades (2002) p. 10 
 
With the expulsion of the Jews from Medina, the establishment of one Muslim nation 
was realized. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 110 
 
Explain the reasons and the circumstances of the Jews' attitude to Islam and the 
Prophet's reaction to them. 
History of Iran and the World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 116  
 
The Hypocrites were a group who presented themselves outwardly as Muslims but 
secretly cherished unbelief! In the beginning of the battle of Uhud, they left the 
army, established secret ties with the Jews, and took part in their [the Jews'] 
conspiracies.  
 
The Conquest of Khaybar 
After the signing of the peace treaty [between Muhammad and the pagans of Mecca] 
the religion of Islam spread apace from day to day and its enemies became angrier. 
Among these enemies were the Jews of the Khaybar area, who had created a problem 
for the Muslims by their obstructions. For this reason, the Prophet hurried to confront 
them in the seventh year of the Hijrah, and besieged their fortresses. These battles, in 
which Ali's courage and the Muslims' self sacrifice were manifest, ended in the 
Muslims' victory. 
History, Grade 6 (2004) p. 87 
 
Year 7 of the Hijrah: The conquest of Khaybar, suppression of the treaty-breaking 
Jews. 
History, Grade 6 (2004) p. 90        
 

                                                      
18 The men of Qurayzah were indeed beheaded following their surrender. 
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In the war of Khaybar (Khaybar was one of the fortified castles of the Jews who 
opposed the Prophet [Muhammad in Arabia]), Imam Ali wrenched out the big gate of 
the castle and used it as a shield. The famous hero of the Jews, Marhab Khaybari, was 
killed in that war by Ali's hand.  
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 142  
 
In a poem commemorating the martyrdom of the Shiite Imam Hussein in his battle 
against the forces of the Umayyad Caliph Yazid in 681 CE, a strange verse appears 
mentioning the Jews as Hussein's enemies in that battle, or, perhaps, the term "Jews" 
is just used as an unfavorable reference to the caliph's forces.  
 
!O brother, time has come, for us two, to be immersed in blood 
To make the journey to eternal Paradise from this desert and plain 
By the sharp and blood-shedding sword of the Jews and of the infidels' faction 
To roll in dust and blood, without hand and head, due to the enemy's oppression! 
Persian Literature, Grade 9 (2004) p. 27 
 
 
IV. The Jews in Modern Times 
 
The Jews of this period are hardly mentioned, except in reference to the Palestinian 
conflict (see below the section on Zionism and Israel). Following are several 
references found in the Iranian textbooks: 
 
Hitler's attitude of the Jews is mentioned in brief in the following text. Nowhere else is 
there any reference to the Jews' fate under Hitler. 
 
!He [Hitler] regarded the traitors and the Jews as the cause of Germany's defeat [in 
World War I]. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 97 

The Jews' position in the world today is presented with reference to Palestine. 
 
Most followers of Judaism live scattered in the cities and the big trade centers of the 
world and do not have a specific land. [One] of the centers where the Jews have 
gathered is the land of Palestine, which was occupied by the Jews by force after the 
Second World War with the support of the Colonialist states. 
Geography [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 17   
 
The Jews of Iran are also mentioned among other religious minorities of that country 
(see most of the material on the website). 
 
!In great and free Iran all the religious minorities (Armenians, Assyrians [i.e., 
Nestorian Christians], Jews and Zoroastrians) have a representative or representatives 
in parliament in order to defend the rights of their people. 
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 8 (2004) p. 55 
 
Article Thirteen of the Constitutional Law 
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Iranian Zoroastrians, Jews and Christians are the only recognized religious minorities 
that are free, within the limits of the law, to perform their religious ceremonies and to 
act in personal status and religious education [affairs] according to their religion. 
Law Studies for Youth ! Teacher's Guide, High School Grades (2003) p. 53 
The followers of the Jewish, Christian and Zoroastrian religions act in cases involving 
their personal status, namely, marriage, divorce, inheritance, and wills, according to 
the regulations of their own religions. Even in the [state] courts, the judge should 
investigate their lawsuits and issue the verdict in accordance with their religious rules 
and regulations. 
Acquaintance with Important Social Laws ! Teacher's Guide, High School 
Grades (2003) pp. 186-187 
It is stated in the Fundamental Law that the recognized religious minorities can have 
representatives in the Islamic Consultative Assembly [parliament] and elect a 
representative from among their own co-religionists and send [him] to the Majles. 
According to Article Sixty Four of the Fundamental Law the Zoroastrians and the 
Jews elect one representative each, the Assyrian and Chaldean Christians together 
[elect] one representative, and the Armenian Christians of the south and the north [of 
Iran elect] one representative each. 
Acquaintance with Important Social Laws ! Teacher's Guide, High School 
Grades (2003) p. 187 
 
Education of the Religious Minorities (Christian, Jewish, Zoroastrian) 
Since all the Divine [monotheistic] religions are unanimous regarding the principles 
of religion and [regarding] religion's essence and truth, [namely,] that the tendency 
towards God, the tendency towards spirituality and the [related] action is for [man's] 
happiness in the hereafter, the general framework of their educational program is 
derived from this [general] design. But the content of their curriculum is assembled in 
the light of the specific teachings of these religions, and uses the confirmed sources 
within these religions. This education should be in accordance with the Fundamental 
Law and [with] the ordinary laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Religion and Life ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 10, Part 1 (2004) p. 32 
 
 
V. An Abusive Expression 
 
The following material, which is found in an Islamic Education textbook for Grade 3 
and is reminiscent of anti-Semitic Nazi propaganda, is a story made up of a series of 
pictures showing a clean and tidy town, where the inhabitants suddenly discover a 
trail of garbage. They trace the contaminator who turns out to be repugnant creature 
spreading garbage wherever he goes. They chase him away and clean up after him. In 
one of the pictures the Jewish symbol of the Star of David is seen as part of the 
garbage. In two other pictures the Star of David is drawn on the creature's right arm. 
Since the Star of David is the symbol of both the Jewish people and the State of Israel, 
it is difficult to know which one of them is targeted in this story. The message, 
however, is obvious: Garbage should be removed.  
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Lesson 6: 'The Contaminator' 
Would you like to narrate the story? 
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Gifts of Heaven ! Work Book, Grade 3 (2004) pp. 13-15 (circles added) 
 
 
B. Zionism  
 
Zionism – the Jews' national movement in modern times – is presented as a
chauvinistic world-embracing organization connected with Western Capitalism and 
Colonialism, and controlling the foreign policy of the United States. The students are 
encouraged to find more details in a propagandist work by a Soviet Communist 
ideologue translated into Persian.
  
[Footnote:] 1 " Zionism is an ideology which recommends the immigration of all the 
Jews of the world to Palestine, around Mount Zion, in order to form a state, and does 
not believe in [any] rights for the Muslim majority who inhabits that place. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 115 
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[Footnote:] 1 " 'The Zionist World Organization' held the Zionists' first world 
congress in the city of Basel in August 1897. The said organization later created the 
'Jewish Colonial Foundation', which was a global shares company. The share-holders 
of this company were capitalists from various states.  
 
Zionism was created by the Jewish capitalists, with a view to re-establishing the 
control they had lost as leaders of the societies, as well as delaying the course of the 
gradual absorption of the Jews in the various social environments, and securing the 
interests of their main ally and partner " England " and of the rest of the Capitalist 
societies. 
 
Herzl, Weizmann and Ben Gurion were among the Zionists' primary leaders. 
 
You can refer to the following source on this subject: 
Ivanov, Yuri, Zionism, translated by Ibrahim Yunusi, Amir Kabir Publications, third 
edition, Teheran, 1357 [1978].19 
Social Studies [Humanities], Grade 12 (2004) p. 42 
 
[Like the Catholic Church] World Zionist Congress is a supra-national social unit, 
which has a religious and ideological character and which operates worldwide. 
Conduct a research on this supra-national social unit. 
 
[Footnote:] 1 " See: Ivanov, Yuri, Zionism, translated by Ibrahim Yunusi, Teheran, 
Amir Kabir Publications, third edition, 1357 [1978]. 
Social Studies [Humanities], Grade 12 (2004) p. 55 
 
The following text presents Zionism not only as a movement aspiring to the 
establishment of the Jews' 'greater homeland' but also to their dominance over the 
world, which is reminiscent of the accusations appearing in the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion (although they are not explicitly mentioned here or anywhere else in 
the Iranian school textbooks available to us). Zionism is further presented as Israel's 
tool for influencing America's foreign policy, especially against Revolutionary Iran, 
to an extent that America is described as Israel's satellite. 
 
It is possible that individuals, who are influenced by the culture of another society, 
would turn into a 'minority' in their own society, and pressure their own government 
in various ways to go along with the goals of the other country, and make the 
government follow these goals. An example of that is the 'Zionist idea' which is based 
on the establishment of the Jews' greater homeland and on this ethnic group's 
dominance over the world. Accordingly, during the years after the Second World 
War, the government which occupies Jerusalem [i.e., Israel] was formed and many of 
the Jews of the world immigrated to that land. There are believers in this idea in most 
societies now and they support Israel's policies. For example, in America they form a 

                                                      
19 Yuri Ivanov, a Soviet Communist ideologue, published his polemical 166-page book 
Caution, Zionism! In Moscow in 1968, and, since then, it has been translated from 
the original Russian into various languages, and has been widely used by Arab and 
other anti-Zionist circles.
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capitalist minority which, by influencing America's foreign policy, leads that country 
in the direction of aiding Israel and supporting it. 
 
In 1374 [1995] American Zionist senators compelled the American government to 
boycott Iran economically and allocate a budget for the assistance of Iran's opponents, 
with a view to supporting Israel and suppressing the revolt of the Muslims of 
occupied Palestine (the Intifadhah). During the years following Egypt's peace [treaty] 
with Israel, one of the main reasons for America's policies concerning Iran, and for its 
opposition to our country, has been [the desire to] attract the attention of this minority. 
The influence of this minority reaches such an extent that some [people] use this 
exaggerated sentence regarding the relations of Israel and America: #Contrary to the 
public's assumption that Israel is America's satellite, America is Israel's satellite.# One 
of the propagandist actions in America for attracting votes for the presidency, and for 
acquiring the support of the Zionist minority, is the participation of the presidential 
candidates in the meetings of this group in America. 
Social Studies [Humanities], Grade 12 (2004) pp. 41-42 [The quotation marks are 
in the original text]     
 
Zionism is said to covet all the Arab lands, and to control most of the West's news 
media.
 
Like an earthquake, the events of 1967 opened the eyes to a new reality, which is that 
the Zionists covet of all the Arab lands. In the wake of these events, the nature of the 
West's news organizations, which are mostly in the hands of Zionist journalists and 
reporters, was revealed to the Arabs! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) pp. 206-207        
 
The motif of Zionism's influence on Western media appears again. 
 
Since mass media are meshed in with social relations, they are able to choose certain 
messages and present them according to their own point of view, thus influencing the 
people's behavior and guiding them in a certain direction. Let us point out some 
examples: 
 
Presenting the occupiers of Jerusalem as wronged, [as is done] by that group of mass 
media that is under Zionist influence. 
Sociology [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 25 
 
Jerusalem too is the object of Zionists' greed and aggression. 
 
Since May 14, 1948, when the usurping State of Israel was established in the region 
of the Middle East with the open support of the English government,20 this city 
[Jerusalem] has become the focus of Zionist greed and aggression. During two wars  
 
 

                                                      
20 Britain did not support the establishment of the State of Israel and, unlike the 
United States and the Soviet Union, did not vote in favor of the UN Palestine Partition 
Resolution of 1947.
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which took place between the Arabs and Israel in the years 1950 [sic, should be 1948] 
and 1967 this city too came under Israeli occupation.   
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 40   
 
Therefore, Zionism should be fought against. 
 
Prepare a list of the anti-Zionist organizations in Lebanon and Palestine with a 
summary of their activities and actions. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 120 
 
 
C. Israel 
 
Israel is not recognized as a legitimate sovereign state. It is described as a usurper 
state that has occupied Palestine. Its name does not appear on the map, and the word 
'Occupied Palestine' appears instead. The name 'Israel' does sometimes appear in the 
text, even the phrase 'the State of Israel', but in neither case does its appearance 
indicate recognition on the part of the Iranian textbooks. There are other cases in 
which Israel is referred to as 'the regime which occupies Jerusalem', and that shows 
the great importance accorded to this city and to its Muslim holy places by Iran's 
Islamic regime. Israel's image is wholly negative and sometimes demonized. It is also 
presented as the enemy of Iran and the Islamic Revolution. The Iranian textbooks 
foster solidarity with the people of Palestine among the school students, reject peace 
with Israel, and urge Muslims to fight it. Fighting Israel is presented as part of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iran. 

I. Non-Recognition of Israel 
 
Palestine is the real country. Israel is merely a usurper. Therefore, the official name 
of this piece of land is 'Occupied Palestine', or just 'Palestine', as it appears on the 
map.
 
Palestine: It is located on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean in the Middle East. It 
is the neighbor of the countries of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. Its capital is 
Jerusalem [Beit al-Moqaddas] which is the place of pilgrimage for Muslims, 
Christians and Jews. 
Persian Literature, Grade 9 (2004) p. 192  
 
Palestine: An area east of the Mediterranean which came under the occupation of the 
usurping State of Israel in 1949 CE. 
Persian, Grade 6 (2004) p. 187 
 
Since May 14, 1948, when the usurping State of Israel was established in the region 
of the Middle East with the open support of the English government!   
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 40   
 
The formation of the usurping Zionist state... 
Geography [Humanities & Islamic Sciences], Grade 10 (2004) p. 129 
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The Middle East and North Africa are not defined regions either physically or 
culturally! Usually the countries of Turkey, Iran, Occupied Palestine and the Arab 
countries east of the Suez [Canal], together with Egypt and Libya, are placed in this 
region. 
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 6 (1998) p. 37  
 
!The land of Jordan and Occupied Palestine. 
Geography [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 150  
 
Nazareth: A city in northern occupied Palestine,21 the birth place of Jesus [sic]. This 
city is one of the Christians' pilgrimage places. 
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 201  

The phenomenon of not recognizing the State of Israel is best seen on maps. 
 
What countries are Iran's neighbors? 
 

 
 
'Occupied Palestine' 
Social Studies, Grade 5 (2004) p. 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
21 Nazareth is a city within Israel's pre-1967 borders. 
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Figure 10 " Map of the approximate position of the Middle East between the three 
continents 
'Occupied Palestine' 
Geography, Grade 6 (2004) p. 11 
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Figure 11 " States of the Middle East 
'Occupied Palestine' 
Geography, Grade 6 (2004) p. 12 
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Figure 29 " Political Map of the Asian Countries 
'Palestine' 
Geography, Grade 7 (2004) p. 20 
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Figure 30 " Illustrated Economic Map of Asia  
'Palestine' 
Geography, Grade 7 (2004) p. 21 
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Figure 2-2 " Map of the Countries of the Middle East 
'Occupied Palestine' 
Geography [Humanities & Islamic Sciences], Grade 10 (2004) p. 12; Geography 
[General], Grade 10 (2004) p. 12  
 
A map in one Iranian textbook, however, shows both Israel and Lebanon as non-
Muslim countries, but does not name any of them – unlike the other countries. 
 

 
Figure 5-2 " The Middle East cradle of the Islamic Civilization  
Dialogue of Civilizations ! Teacher's Guide, High School Grades (2003) p. 25 
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Israel is sometimes referred to as 'the regime which occupies Jerusalem' or as 
'occupiers of Jerusalem', which is a symptom of the great attention given by the 
Iranians to this city in their general attitude to the conflict (and see below). 
 
Political order influences the family order. Suppose that statesmen facing an external 
threat come to the conclusion that the birthrate should be increased, either in order to 
confront the enemy or as a deterring factor (the regime which occupies Jerusalem 
follows such a policy).   
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 9 (2004) p. 125 
 
[Footnote] 1 " For example, one can mention the (former) Soviet Union and the 
regime which occupies Jerusalem, which made efforts to get the family structure to 
collapse, but did not succeed. 
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 9 (2004) p. 59 
 
Since mass media are meshed in with social relations, they are able to choose certain 
messages and present them according to their own point of view, and, thus influence 
people's behavior and guiding them in a certain direction. Let us point out to some 
examples: 
 
Presenting the occupiers of Jerusalem as wronged, [as is done] by the group in the 
mass media which is under Zionist influence. 
Sociology [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 25 
 
However, there are sporadic references to Israel as a state, and even the phrase 'the 
State of Israel' or 'the Jews' State' is used. Nevertheless, this usage does not entail 
formal recognition of Israel. Following are several examples. 
 
[Footnote] 2 " Making and storing nuclear weapons is restricted to a limited number 
of countries including America, Russia, England, France, China and Israel. Some 
countries like India, Pakistan and South Africa,22 are also accused of producing and 
storing this kind of weapon. The expenses of producing and keeping this kind of 
weapon are very high and needs complex technology! 
Defense Readiness 2 ! Teacher's Guide, High School Grades (2002) p. 124 
 
Eventually, in 1947 the Security Council [sic, and should be the General Assembly] 
of the United Nations Organization proclaimed the birth of a state named Israel by 
voting for the partition of Palestine. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 115 
 
!The establishment of the Jews' state in 1948. 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 196 
 
 

                                                      
22  Israel has never admitted the possession of nuclear weapons. India and Pakistan 
have confirmed their possession of such weapons. South Africa's former leadership 
revealed, following the transfer of power to the majority government there, that it had 
developed nuclear weapons but destroyed them prior to the transfer of power.   
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The establishment of the State of Israel! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 198   
 
!Following the creation of the State of Israel... 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 198  
 
 
II. Israel's Image 
 
Israel is presented as a base created by Western Colonialism for the control of the 
Arabs and Muslims. It has been supported by Western Colonialism all along and is 
presented as part of the forces of evil in the world. It aspires to expand at the expense 
of Arab lands; it expelled the Palestinian refugees; it has occupied Jerusalem and the 
al-Aqsa Mosque; it oppresses the occupied Palestinians and kills them – including 
children, and so on. Some of the descriptions in this respect clearly bear a demonizing 
character. Finally, Israel is presented as a direct enemy of Iran and the Islamic 
Revolution. 
 
a) Israel is Part of a Western Aggression against the Muslim World
 
The establishment of Israel and the ongoing aggression and oppression ascribed to it 
are described as part of Western conspiracy against the Arabs and the Muslim world 
in general.
 
Concurrently with the end of the Second World War, Colonialism created a deep and 
painful wound in the heart of the Arab lands, and left as a memorial of itself the 
problem of Palestine, as one of the foulest stances of man to man. 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 191 
 
Another problem [faced by the Muslim countries] is the regime occupying Jerusalem 
(Israel), which has been created in this area as a base for America and other 
aggressive powers, with the aim of taking over Muslim lands. [This regime] made the 
wronged people of Palestine refugees [and drove them] out of their own homes. 
Geography [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 25  
 
The role the West has played in the creation of the Palestinian problem is described 
below with some more details. 
 
Palestine 
The land of Palestine, which is found in one of the world's most sensitive places, has 
been exposed to great changes and transformations. It is possible to say that few 
questions in the twentieth century have attracted the attention of the people of the 
world to the extent the Palestine question has. 
 
In the Balfour Declaration of 1917, England agreed with the Zionists' view regarding 
the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine ([Footnote:] 1 " Zionism is an 
ideology which recommends the immigration of all the Jews of the world to Palestine, 
around Mount Zion, in order to form a state and does not believe in [any] rights for 
the Muslim majority which inhabits that place). Although, from the very beginning, 
the Ottoman Empire and the Arabs inhabiting Palestine proclaimed their objection to 
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this declaration, they could not take [any] action because they were under Colonialist 
rule. 
 
In 1920 the League of Nations gave England the Mandate over Palestine. Thus the 
road was prepared for the Jews' extensive immigration to Palestine. Scores of Jews 
immigrated to Palestine and bought the Palestinians' lands. These activities were 
guided by world Zionism which intended to establish a Jewish state in opportune 
time. At that time there were many clashes between the Palestinians and the Zionists. 
But English support for the Zionists broke Palestinian resistance and revolts 
(including the revolt of Sheikh Izz al-Din al-Qassam). Throughout the Second World 
War as well the Zionists, with their propaganda and actions, got a larger number of 
Jews to immigrate to Palestine, until, after the war, the Palestine question turned into 
an important regional and world question. Eventually, in 1947 the Security Council 
[sic, and should be the General Assembly] of the United Nations Organization 
proclaimed the birth of a state named Israel by voting for the partition of Palestine. A 
little later war broke out between the Arabs and Israel, but, because of betrayal by 
several commanders of the Jordanian army,23 it ended in the Arabs' defeat.  
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 115 
 
Following the establishment of the state of Israel, the Western powers continued to 
cooperate with it and support it against the Arab countries. 
 
In 1956, following the nationalization of the Suez Canal by Abd al-Nasser, France 
and England attacked Egypt. Israel also seized the opportunity and reached the eastern 
bank of the Suez Canal. But Egypt's obstinate defense, and the Soviet Union's 
ultimatum to the invaders, led to Egypt's victory. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 115 
 
The Defeat of June 1967 
After the revolution of 1952 in Egypt, the Arab world's political arena came under 
[the Egyptian leader] Jamal Abd al-Nasser's power. He was the symbol of Arab unity 
and nationalism. The joint attack by Israel, Britain and France against Egypt in 1956, 
and the full union of Egypt and Syria in 1958, increased Nasser's esteem greatly, to a 
degree that the Arab and the Palestinian press, especially before 1967, were very 
hopeful that his efforts would lead to the liberation of Palestine. 
 
In June 1967, another war broke out. In this war, Israel, in a lightening victory, 
occupied the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula, the Golan Heights in southern Syria and 
the western bank of the Jordan river.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) pp. 196-197   
 
As a result of America's support of Israel, in the course of the Six Day War of 1967 "
" Egypt, Syria and Jordan were defeated, and the Israelis occupied the Golan Heights 
from Syria, the Sinai desert from Egypt and the west bank of the Jordan river from 
Jordan.  
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) pp. 115-116 
 

                                                      
23 The Jordanian army was then under the command of British officers. 
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!The formal war of the Arabs and Israel, which ended in the Arabs' military defeat 
in June 1967 due to a Western conspiracy! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 201 
 
The Arabs' defeat by Israel in June 1967! which Western Colonialism had planned 
beforehand in coordination with Israel proved to the Westernized Arab intellectuals 
that the West preferred its own interests to anything else. 
 
Nizar Qabani, the talented Arab poet, regards this defeat as the Arabs' great disgrace: 
#!The Arabs! understood that the West supports Israel's racist regime one hundred 
percent...# 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 204  
 
The West's support for Israel is also expressed in its desire to strengthen that 
country's position through peace agreements with its neighbors. Following is a text 
which presents the United States' role in bringing about peace between Egypt and 
Israel.
 
After that, in 1973, during the presidency of Anwar Sadat [in Egypt] the October War 
broke out. Although Sadat retrieved only a small part of the Sinai desert in that war he 
agreed to make peace. In 1977 he went to Israel, and, following that, with the 
mediation of the American president Jimmy Carter at Camp David in America, he 
made peace with Israel and retrieved the Sinai desert.  
 

 
Do you know to what [matter] this photograph is related?                   
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 116 
 
Israel is part of the forces of evil in the world, alongside the Serbs in Bosnia and the 
Apartheid regime in South Africa, all of which serve Western Colonialism. 
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The Colonialists and the powerful ones do not think of anything, other than pretension 
and attack against weak countries. They exercise expansionism and pose false claims 
wherever they can. 
 
Israel's crimes in Palestine and South Lebanon, the oppression of the black-skinned 
[people] by the racist regime of South Africa, and the cruel massacre of the Muslims 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina by the Serbs, prove this claim.  
Defense Readiness, Grade 8 (2004) p. 2 
 
Part of the nations' indifference to the crimes committed in [various] corners of the 
world, including Bosnia and Palestine, is a result of mass media activity. 
Sociology [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 46 
 
b) Israel Has Created the Palestinian Refugees Problem

Beside the occupation of Palestine, part of the Palestinian problem is the issue of the 
Palestinian refugees. Much the same as their Arab counterparts, the Iranian school 
textbooks adopt a one-sided approach which blames Israel alone for the emergence of 
the problem. The fact that it was the Arab side which initiated the war in 1948 in
defiance of the United Nations resolution of 1947 with the aim of expelling – or rather 
annihilating – the Jewish population of the country is not mentioned.  
 
The Tragedy of Palestine and Arabic Modern Poetry 
After the 1948 war between the Arabs and Israel, groups of Arabs became refugees, 
and the problem of the Palestinian refugees, one of the most painful problems in the 
history of the occupation of Palestine, came into existence. The Palestinian refugee 
quickly became the image of the oppressed, the broken hearted and the expelled, who 
lives in hardship in a worn-out tent, surrounded by hungry and sick children. Abd al-
Wahhab al-Bayati, an Iraqi poet, draws the following picture in the poem 'The Arab 
Refugees' (1961): 
 
The Arab refugee, naked and wounded, 
Sits by the house door begging. 
For long years, like harmful animals, disasters 
Have chewed his body's flesh bit by bit. 
 
One of the oldest, and perhaps the first, poem composed on this subject is 'The 
Female Refugee' (October 1948) by the Lebanese poet Kamel Suleiman. With 
touching words he thus describes a refugee woman: 
 
The woman has been covered with weakness and sickness 
She is overwhelmed by shame from head to foot 
Bewildered, weary and full of pain she marches 
Her countenance is a mirror of grief and anger 
A flame that spreads from her heart 
Dries the tear in her eyes 
And empties her eyes 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) pp. 195-196  
 



 186

The establishment of the State of Israel which entailed the expulsion! of thousands 
of Palestinians from their homes and homeland! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 198   
 
Emigration can be compulsory or voluntary. Most emigrants move from one place to 
another according to their own wishes and decision. But sometimes political 
confrontations become the cause of compulsory emigration, like the compulsory 
emigration of the Palestinians from the occupied territories to other countries, or the 
emigration of the inhabitants of Bosnia-Herzegovina during the war with the Serbs. 
Geography, Grade 8 (2004) pp. 76-77  
 
Compulsory Emigration 
Example: The Palestinians seeking refuge in Jordan, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. 
Reason: The formation of the usurping Zionist state, and the massacre of Palestinians 
by the Jews. 
Geography [Humanities & Islamic Sciences], Grade 10 (2004) p. 129 
 
Activity  
What kind of emigration is each of the following cases? 
Internal " External " Compulsory " Optional " Seasonal " Daily 
!Palestinian emigration to Jordan and Lebanon! 
Geography [Humanities & Islamic Sciences], Grade 10 (2004) p. 131 
 
c) Israel Occupies Jerusalem and the Muslim Holy Place of the al-Aqsa Mosque

The Israeli occupation of the al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem is the pivot of the Iranian 
anti-Israeli position regarding the conflict over Palestine, and its liberation from the 
enemies of Islam is the duty of all Muslims. 
 
Jerusalem [Beit al-Moqaddas]: The city of Jerusalem was built three thousand years 
BCE and in the beginning its name was Ursalem or Urushalim (the City of peace). In 
the time of [Caliph] Umar bin al-Khattab this name was changed into Bayt al-Maqdis 
[Beit al-Moqaddas in Persian. The original is probably the Hebrew Beit ha-Miqdash " 
the Temple]. Jerusalem is the Muslims' first direction of prayer [Qiblah]. The Al-
Aqsa Mosque is in this city and Prophet [Muhammad]'s Ascension to heaven [Mi'raj ] 
took place there. This event is mentioned in the Holy Koran, in the first verse of the 
Isra' Surah. 
 
The religious and holy places such as the Holy Sanctuary [Al-Haram al-Sharif], 
which includes the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock as well as Mount of 
Olives " the burial place of the Muslims and of the martyrs of Islam from the 
beginning to this day, have given this city a special position. 
 
Due to the existence of holy places for Jews and Christians in Jerusalem, this city has 
gained importance from the point of view of the other Heavenly religions as well. 
 
Since May 14, 1948, when the usurping State of Israel was established in the region 
of the Middle East with the open support of the English government, this city has 
become the focus of the Zionists' greed and aggression. During two wars which took 
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place between the Arabs and Israel in the years 1950 [sic, should be 1948] and 1967 
this city also came under Israeli occupation.   
 
At present, the people of Palestine who reside in the occupied parts are incessantly 
targeted by the Israeli soldiers' attack and persecution, and are engaged in an unequal 
war for the liberty of their country, and of Jerusalem in particular. 
 
Until now, Israel has refused, with the support of the governments of America and 
England, to execute the UN resolutions on this issue, and it plans to change the social 
fabric of this city, from the Arab race to the Jewish, by the creation of neighborhoods 
inhabited by Zionists. 
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 40   
 
!After a while, they came to one of the courtyards around the [Imam Reza] 
sanctuary [in the Iranian city of Mash'had]. Mr. Hashemi said: #Children, look$ This 
small cupola which is situated at the middle of the courtyard has been built in memory 
of the dome of al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.24 God willing, there will come a day 
when all Muslims will be united, liberate Palestine and save Jerusalem from the hands 
of the enemies of Islam.# 

 
The Jerusalem cupola in the courtyard of Imam Reza [sanctuary] 
Social Studies, Grade 3 (2004) pp. 56-57 
 
 

                                                      
24 The cupola in the photo represents, in fact, the Dome of the Rock rather than the 
dome of al-Aqsa Mosque, as said in the text. Iranians apparently do not differentiate 
between the two, as both are found in proximity on Temple Mount.
  



 188

Questions 
4. In memory of what dome has the small cupola been built in the middle of the  
    courtyard of the Imam Reza [shrine]? 
5. Who are the enemies of Islam who have captured al-Aqsa Mosque? 
Social Studies, Grade 3 (2004) p. 58   
 

 
 
In the 'Jerusalem Day'25 demonstration there were 750 participants from the 'Freedom 
of Palestine' high school, 450 from the 'Generosity' high school and 600 people from 
the 'Martyr Motahari' high school. How many people participated altogether from 
these three schools in this procession? 
Mathematics, Grade 3 (2004) p. 40 
 
!In the month of Ramadan of that year [1979], the first processions of  
'Jerusalem Day' took place. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 282  
 
The television viewer who becomes acquainted with the crimes of the occupiers of 
Jerusalem, feels anger towards them and, following that, participates in the 'Jerusalem 
Day' procession, relates in this way to the Palestinians and the Zionists through the 
mass media.   
Sociology [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 44 
 
Israel imposes restrictions on the Muslims in Jerusalem which makes it impossible for 
them to freely pray in the al-Aqsa Mosque.  

                                                      
25 Ayatollah Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, declared the last 
Friday of Ramadan as the annual 'Jerusalem Day', when mass processions are to take 
place in Iranian cities in solidarity with the Palestinian people. 
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Mosques of the Muslims 
Mostafa is opening Khaled's letter with excitement. 
Khaled is a Palestinian school student. 
Khaled's country is now under occupation of the Israeli enemies. 
Mostafa and Khaled have become friends by corresponding. 
In this way, they have become acquainted with the literature, the people's customs, 
history and characteristics of each other's countries. 
In his first letter, Mostafa wrote much about the place where he lives. Now Khaled 
has written as well!: 
 
#!The al-Aqsa Mosque is one of the important mosques found in my country 
Palestine, and in my city Jerusalem. I have seen the al-Aqsa Mosque many times. Al-
Aqsa is occupied today by the enemies of Islam. They do not allow the Muslims to 
pray and worship comfortably in this mosque.# 
Gifts of Heaven, Grade 4 (2004) p. 18   
 

 
 
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 74 
 
Iranian school students are introduced to Palestinian literary pieces presenting 
occupied Jerusalem. 
 
The Palestinians' first reaction to Israeli pressures in the Western strip of Palestine is 
seen in the collection of stories... by Khalil Sawahiri. The hero in one of the stories in 
that collection! who is a simple worker, goes to Jerusalem after its occupation, and, 
for the first time, feels like a foreigner in Jerusalem. Sawahiri describes the heavy 
feeling of strangeness and uprooting in such a way that the reader involuntarily sheds 
tears of grief and anger.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 207    
d) Israel Oppresses the Palestinians under Occupation
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Israel oppresses in various ways the Palestinians under its occupation. Following are 
several references to such behavior on Israel's part, which sometimes reach the point 
of demonizing Israel. 
 
Many of your brothers and sisters in occupied Palestine have lost a father, a mother 
and other members of their family, because of the barbarity of the oppressive soldiers 
of the regime which occupies Jerusalem. With the help of the rest of the Muslims, 
they are trying, to take revenge for themselves and for their families against the 
aggressors. 
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 6 (2004) p. 17 
 
The following story relates an event from the first Palestinian Intifadhah (1987-1993). 
According to the Palestinian press in which the story first appeared, Israeli soldiers 
caught a six-year old boy who was throwing stones at them. When they asked him who 
had taught him to do so he answered: "My brother". They asked him to lead them to 
his brother and he introduced them to his three-year old brother. According to what 
was published in the Palestinian press at that time, the soldiers then left the place 
embarrassed. The authors of the Iranian textbook have inserted a different ending to 
the story in which the Israeli soldiers kill the little brother. 
 

 
The Palestinian Teacher 
By the time the soldiers surrounded Khaled, all his friends had already fled and he 
remained alone. He was still very young, not more than six years old. He was like a 
small sparrow, which, with two gentle wings, has just wanted to learn to fly, but 
lagged behind the others, and fell in the net. 
 
One of the soldiers said to him: #You still have the stone in [your] hand? You 
malicious [boy]$ Now you cannot deny [what you did]#. Another soldier said to the 
one who was next to himself: #Look$ He is not crying. He also does not seem afraid. 
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Do you think he is afraid?# Another [soldier] answered: #I do not know; what do you 
think?# 
 
The first soldier did not answer. He directed the barrel of his gun towards Khaled and 
shouted: #Tell [us] who taught you to hit us with stones$ If you don't, I will kill you. 
There is no [journalist's] camera here that would take a picture. No one will ever 
know that you have been killed. Now, tell [me] who taught you to hit us with stones?# 
 
Khaled said in a children's language:  
- My brother, my brother Muhammad. 
- Very well, son. Where is your brother? 
- He is at home. 
- Will you take us to [your] house? 
- I! I will. 
 
At that moment the Israeli officer arrived. One of the soldiers told what had happened. 
The Israeli officer said: #I think we have got a clue. If we arrest his brother, a bunch 
of saboteurs will surely be caught with him as well. Make sure that this boy does not 
run away.#  
 
The Israeli officer went ahead of all [the others]. The soldiers surrounded the little 
boy and followed the officer. The little boy showed them the way. A short while later 
the little boy pointed to a house and said: #This is our house#. 
 
The soldiers had their rifles ready and besieged the house. The Israeli officer talked 
into the radio and gladly and proudly claimed that he was the first officer who had got 
a clue and discovered the saboteurs' shelter.  
 
They rang the bell. Khaled's father and then his mother as well came out of the house. 
When the mother saw her son surrounded by soldiers she ran in order to save him 
from their hold, but the soldiers prevented that and pushed her back. 
 
The Israeli officer said: #We want Muhammad. As long as you do not hand him over 
to us we will not release this boy.# 
 
A smile appeared on the father's lips. He went into the house and after a while came 
out holding a child of tender years by the hand.  
 
The Israeli officer looked in amazement at the soldiers and then shouted at the father: 
#Where is Muhammad?# The father answered quietly: #This is him. I do not have 
other children except these two boys. This is Muhammad. He is three years old.# 
 
In a twinkle of an eye, Khaled jumped out of the soldiers' circle and embraced his 
brother. He then said to him: #Next time you too will come with me and we will hit 
them with stones. Do not be afraid$ OK?# Muhammad nodded and said: #I will come 
too, so that we will hit them with stones.# 
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Then the Israeli officer pounded Muhammad's head with his rifle's stock and his warm 
blood was sprinkled upon Khaled's hands. 
Persian: Let's Read, Grade 3 (2004) pp. 112-113  
 

 
 
In the picture above,26 who, in your opinion, are those who have done injustice to 
these people? 
Koran Studies, Grade 3 (2004) p. 73 
 
!The Muslims of occupied Palestine attain martyrdom as a result of the attacks by 
the regime that occupies Jerusalem. 
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 7 (2004) p. 72  
 
At present, the people of Palestine who reside in the occupied parts are incessantly 
targeted by the Israeli soldiers' attack and persecution! 
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 40   
 

                                                      
26 The picture shows the scene of the killing of the Palestinian boy Muhammad al-
Durrah by Israeli soldiers, as claimed by the Palestinians. In fact, there is no clear 
evidence that he was killed by Israeli fire, certainly not in the manner shown in the 
Iranian textbook, as the Israeli soldiers did not come out of their post during that 
incident.  
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!Israel's racist regime. The fearful prisons, the medieval [style] tortures, the 
massacre of villagers (Kafr Qassem etc.), and the usurpation of the lands of the people 
of Palestine! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 204  
The Israeli occupation regime! embarked on torturing and massacring the 
Palestinian poets and writers. It drove them away from schools, and prevented their 
studying and teaching.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 207 
 
Mostafa is opening Khaled's letter with excitement. 
Khaled is a Palestinian school student. 
Khaled's country is now under occupation of the Israeli enemies. 
Mostafa and Khaled have become friends through correspondence. 
In this way, they have become acquainted with the literature, the people's customs, 
history and characteristics of each other's countries. 
In his first letter, Mostafa wrote much about the place where he lives. Now Khaled 
has written as well!: 
 
#!You have written in your letter that you have a prayer house in your school. That 
is very interesting. It is a pity that our own school has been destroyed by the enemies 
of Islam!# 
Gifts of Heaven, Grade 4 (2004) p. 18   
 
Following are excerpts from works by Palestinian poets given in a chapter entitled 
'Steadfastness Literature', which contains some demonizing descriptions as well. 
 
The steadfastness poetry of Palestine is one of the shining examples of resistance 
poetry in our times. What we are about to read is poems by two Palestinian poets. 
 
Jabbara Ibrahim Jabbara, the composer of the poem 'In the Wilderness of Exile', was 
born in Nazareth in 1926 CE. He had his primary education in Palestine and his 
higher [education] in English literature at Cambridge University in England and [at] 
Harvard [University] in America. Some of his short stories have also been published 
in Arabic and English. 
 
In the Wilderness of Exile [Excerpts] 
We pass in the wilderness of exile  
A spring after a spring 
What shall we do with our love 
[Note on p. 77: By his love the usurped country of Palestine is intended] 
Our country Palestine, our meadows! 
O, our country! 
Remember us now that! 
They have destroyed the houses upon our heads 
They have thrown our bodies in every direction 
And have left the road to the wilderness open to us 
Until! 
From the blue shadows red thorns 
[Note on p. 77: Aircraft which were pouring down from the sky bombs and rockets] 
Fell down upon the remaining corpses  
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Which became prey for vultures and crows! 
When Death in the rapacious ones' stomach 
Ripped the human ribs 
And in the cachinnation of the bullets 
Started the Dabkah [dance]  
On the heads of the crying women 
Besides him, no one laughed 
Our country is emerald [green] 
But in the wilderness of exile! 
Besides poison, nothing is scattered on our face 
What shall we do with our love  
While our eyes and mouths 
Are full of dirt and frozen dew     
 
'From a Human Being' is a poem by Mahmud Darwish (born in 1941 CE). Mahmud 
Darwish was born in one of the villages of occupied Palestine. At the age of six he 
became a refugee, because of the attack of the Israeli occupiers, and has been 
imprisoned several times. His beautiful poems are the product of his years in the 
prisons of the Zionist regime. Darwish has been named the poet of the Palestinian 
resistance, because he has not written poetry except for Palestine. 
 
From a Human Being 
They bound a chain on his mouth 
They tied his hands to the torture stone 
And said: You are a murderer 
They seized his food, his clothes and his flag 
And threw him into a cell 
And said: You are a thief 
They banished him from all his harbors  
They snatched his little beloved one 
And said: You are a refugee 
O, bloody eyed and bloody handed 
Indeed, the night is about to go 
The detention room is not permanent 
Nor are the chain's rings! 
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) pp. 74-6 
 
What difficulties facing the exiled Palestinians does the poet enumerate in the poem 
#Wilderness of Exile#?  
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 77 
 
The Palestinians' first reaction to Israeli pressure in the Western strip of Palestine is 
seen in the collection of stories...   
 
Jamal Bannurah! describes the torture and barbaric actions of the Zionists against 
unprotected school students and women. 
 
! Many writers use symbols and metaphors, in order not to be censored.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 207    
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Prepare a passage about Israel's behavior in the land of occupied Palestine (from 1961 
until now). 
Assignment, History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 244 
 
e) Israel is Presented as Iran's Enemy
 
In addition to Israel's oppression of the Palestinian Muslim brethren, the Iranian 
regime also depicts Israel as a danger to Iran itself. This trend was started by 
Khomeini himself before the Islamic Revolution. 
 
When the [Muslim] month of Muharram (of 1342 [1963]) arrived! Imam 
[Khomeini] reminded the people of the danger of Israel and its agents! 
History, Grade 8 (2004) p. 74 
 
Excerpts: 
 
#Israel does not want the Koran to be in this state [Iran]. Israel does not want the 
Muslim clergymen to be in this state. Israel does not want the Islamic law to be in this 
state. Israel does not want scholars to be in this state. Israel pounded the Feyziyyeh 
[religious] College27 with the hand of its black agents. It pounds us. It pounds you, the 
nation. It wants to take possession of your economy. It wants to eliminate your 
commerce and agriculture. It wants to take possession of your wealth. Israel wants 
these things that are an obstacle to it, these things that are a barrier in its way, to be 
removed by the hand of its agents.# 
History, Grade 8 (2004) p. 76    
 
Imam [Khomeini]! emphasized that in those days silence was equal to supporting 
the oppression apparatus and helping the enemies of Islam. #Remind the people of the 
danger of Israel and its agents!# The regime, which encountered a new form of 
struggle, brought some of the speakers to the Savak [the Shah's secret service], and, 
after many threats, made the continuation of their public speeches conditional on 
observing the following terms: 
Do not speak against the first person of the state [namely, the Shah]. 
Do not speak against Israel. 
Do not repeat in the people's ears that Islam is in danger. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 240   
 
Israel was also accused of supporting the Savak, the Iranian internal security 
organization under the Shah. 
 
The Savak, i.e., 'The State Intelligence and Security Organization', was quickly 
strengthened and equipped with [various] kinds of methods of torture, espionage and 
intelligence methods! America's CIA and Israel's Mossad espionage organizations 
also helped in strengthening and developing this organization. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 251 

                                                      
27 The Massacre of Feyziyyeh in 1963 by the Shah's security forces is referred to here, 
and see below in the chapter about martyrdom. There is no indication of any 
involvement on Israel's part in that incident.
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#!They even brought torturers from Israel to teach torture!# 
Imam Khomeini, Islamic Viewpoint, Grade 11 (2004) p. 32 
 
 
III. The Struggle against Israel 
 
The Iranian textbooks strive to get school students acquainted with the Palestinian 
issue and to foster solidarity with the people of Palestine. Peace with Israel is 
rejected and a struggle for liberation is advocated instead. A connection is made 
between the Islamic Revolution in Iran and the struggle for the liberation of Palestine.
 
a) Getting Acquaintance with the Palestinian Problem  
 
Iranian textbooks urge the students to learn about the Palestinian problem. 
 
Class Activity 
3. What do you know about Palestine? Ask those who are older [than you] and  
    explain to the children in class. 
Social Studies, Grade 3 (2004) p. 58   
 
If you have information about Jerusalem and Occupied Palestine, explain [this issue] 
to the students, or give them this subject for research. 
Geography ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 7 (1999) p. 39 
 
Research: Do group research under your teacher's guidance on one of the countries, or 
one of the subjects and geographic issues of the Asian continent, and present the 
result in the form of a written summary, report, or wall magazine. 
 
Some suggested subjects: Flooding in Bangladesh, cultivation of rice in Asia, the city 
of Mecca, population in China, the role of oil in the countries of the Middle East, 
Occupied Palestine, Japan's industry. 
Geography, Grade 7 (2004) p. 19   
 
b) Fostering Solidarity with the Palestinian People
 
Solidarity with the Muslim people of Palestine and with their struggle is promoted. 
 
!Pay attention to the following cases: 
! 
The shackled Palestinian 
The usurping Israeli 
Sociology [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 19 
 
The fifth exercise puts special emphasis on the struggle of the nation of Palestine, 
which fights a great abomination, namely, the usurping occupation of their country. 
Religion and Life ! Teacher's Guide, Grade 10, Part 2 (2004) p. 55 
 
What recommendations did Imam Khomeini have regarding solidarity with the 
Muslim people of Palestine in their fight against the regime which occupies 
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Jerusalem? You can consult your father and mother about this issue and also make use 
of your school library. 
Social Studies [Civics], Grade 7 (2004) p. 77  
 
#God loves those who fight for His cause in ranks as firm as a mighty edifice.# 
([Koran] Al-Saff [the Battle Array], 4 [Arabic]) 
#God absolutely loves those who perform the Jihad and fight in His cause like a firm 
barrier.# [The same verse in Persian translation] 
 
It would be good for you to write a few lines about the [Palestinian] Intifadhah. 
 

 
 
Koran Instruction, Grade 6 (2004) p. 13  
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Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 76  
 
Iranian poets of the Revolution period manifest their solidarity with oppressed 
Muslims, including those who are oppressed by Israel in Palestine and Lebanon 
 
The poets of the [Iranian] Revolution have not been unaware of world events. Poems 
which depict the sufferings, homelessness and oppression of the people of Palestine, 
Lebanon, Bosnia, Afghanistan, and other struggling Muslim nations, are abundant 
within their works  
Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 105  
 
An example of an Iranian who fought against Israel is given to the students. 
 
The martyr Dr. Mostafa Chamran! fought the Zionists for years, side by side with 
the people of Lebanon and Palestine. When the aggressive government of Saddam 
attacked Iran he, as defense minister, went to the war fronts from the first day and 
eventually even attained martyrdom on one of the fronts. Martyr Chamran's life shows 
the pattern of a true Muslim's life. 
History, Grade 8 (2004) p. 95  
 
Within the framework of fostering Iranian schoolchildren's solidarity with the 
Palestinians, there are lessons describing modern Palestinian literature under the 
title 'Steadfastness Literature', which is a genre in itself worldwide. 
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You can find the best examples of Steadfastness Literature in the literature of the 
eight years of the Holy Defense [in war with Iraq 1980-88], the literature of Palestine 
and [in that] of Latin America. 
Persian Literature, Grade 9 (2004) p. 59  
 
Steadfastness Literature 
We learned last year that any writing or poem which presents a nations' struggle 
against internal despotic elements or foreign aggression takes its place within the 
category of 'Steadfastness Literature'. The most fundamental issues in the realm of 
Steadfastness Literature are the call to fighting, depicting the oppressor, praise of 
liberty and freedom, showing victory's bright horizons, reflecting the people's 
oppression, honoring the martyrs in the cause of liberty, etc. 
 
!In this chapter, examples from the Palestinian and the Latin American resistance 
literature, and anti-slavery literature, will be presented. Among the outstanding 
figures of Palestinian resistance literature one can point to Ghassan Kanafani, 
Mahmud Darwish, Jabbara Ibrahim Jabbara!28 
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 64   
 
The poems of the Palestinian poets are about the events, the suffering, and the 
disasters of the people of Palestine, from the time they fell from the Turks' claws to 
the hell of the [British Mandate] protectorate, and, after that " the establishment of the 
Jewish state in 1948. 
 
!These poems emphasized the spread of the campaign against the [British] 
Protectorate [Mandate] government and Zionism, and drew the Arabs' attention to the 
dreadful danger which threatened the future of Arab land.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 196 
 
While the [Palestinian] poems before 1948 focus on the Jews and on Britain as the 
main enemies, after that date and following the creation of the State of Israel, less 
attention is shown to Jews and Zionists. The reason for that may be the feeling that 
the tragedy of Palestine took place because of the Arabs' absence [from the scene of 
action] more than as a result of the Zionists' presence. During the past three decades, 
in the light of the repeating and continuing defeats vis-à-vis Israel, the Arab poet 
strove to become acquainted with his society, and find himself again. 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 198  
 
Ghassan Kanafani: A contemporary Arab writer. His other book is 'The Resistance 
Literature in Occupied Palestine' [Arabic]. 
Persian Literature, Grade 10 (2004) p. 199 
 
Following the Defeat of June [1967], many poems of self criticism were composed. 
They indicated the pain and impotence eating the heart of the Arab poet from inside! 
Gradually, the great poets of Palestine generated enthusiasm and fresh conditions in 
Arab poetry, by creating Resistance Poetry and by raising the concept of the 

                                                      
28 See samples of their works in the section presenting Israel oppression against the 
Palestinians. 
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Palestinian fida'i [member of the Palestinian armed organizations]. Among these 
poets one can point to Mahmud Darwish, Samih al-Qassem, Jabbara Ibrahim 
Jabbara! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 197
 
!In fact, the basic contents of the majority of the Palestinian stories following Israeli 
occupation are thematically related to the occupation and the usurpation of the land of 
Palestine, as well as [to] the resistance. 
 
The characters in most of these stories! have full faith in their victory and in the 
enemy's defeat!                  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 207    
 
c) Advocating Struggle against Israel, not Peace with It
 
Peace with Israel is looked upon unfavorably, while fighting Israel is advocated. The 
Palestinian Intifadhah is portrayed as the authentic popular answer to Yasser Arafat's 
peace agreements with Israel. 
 
In 1979 [sic, and should be 1981], after Anwar Sadat's assassination, Yasser Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, was dragged into the peace making 
process with the encouragement of King Hussein of Jordan. At the Oslo conference 
(1993) he recognized Israel's existence and took over the Gaza Strip and the west 
bank of the Jordan river as the territory of the autonomous government of Palestine. 
Arafat also wanted to retrieve Jerusalem as capital of Palestine but, so far, Israel has 
not agreed to this demand. In spite of Arafat's agreements with Israel every now and 
then, the revolt of the people of Palestine against Israel continues. The general revolt 
of the people of Palestine, which is called 'Intifadhah', has rendered the government 
of Israel helpless and has caused the agreements of Arafat and Israel to remain 
without [any] decisive result. 
 
Think and answer: In view of the Palestinians' serious opposition to the peace making 
negotiations, what, in your opinion, will be the fate of Palestine? 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) pp. 116-117 
 
At present, the Intifadhah movement is the authentic struggle of the Palestinian 
nation. Inspired by Islam and the Islamic Jihad culture, it does not recognize Yasser 
Arafat's peace with Israel, or [his] being content with a small part of the sacred soil of 
Palestine.  
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 199 
 
The Palestinian fighters and their supporters opened at that time [1967] an armed 
campaign, as well as a cultural campaign. 
 
The Israeli occupation regime, which had become aware of this campaign, embarked 
on torturing and massacring the Palestinian poets and writers. It drove them away 
from schools, and prevented their studying and teaching. In spite of that, the 
Palestinians never stopped fighting! 
History of Iranian and World Literature, Grade 11 (2004) p. 207 
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The Muslims of the world have the obligation to fight Israel and Zionism. 
 
The newly established Islamic Republic of Iran announced to all Muslims of the 
world that the flag of the struggle against the regime which occupied Jerusalem, and 
against Zionism, should always be flown. 
History of Iran and the World [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 282  
 
#!God willing, the day will come when all Muslims will be united, liberate Palestine 
and save Jerusalem from the hands of the enemies of Islam.# 
Social Studies, Grade 3 (2004) p. 56 

d) Ethnic Cleansing?
 
In a symbolic picture story the struggle against Israel (or the Jews) is equated with 
removing garbage. The following is a story for third-grade students made up of a 
series of pictures showing a clean and tidy town where the inhabitants suddenly 
discover a trail of garbage. They trace the contaminator who turns out to be 
repugnant creature spreading garbage wherever he goes. They chase him away and 
clean up after him. In one of the pictures the Jewish symbol of the Star of David is 
seen as part of the garbage. In two other pictures the Star of David is drawn on the 
creature's right arm. Since the Star of David is the symbol of both the Jewish people 
and the State of Israel, it is difficult to know which one of them is targeted by this 
story. One message is obvious: Garbage should be removed.
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Lesson 6: 'The Contaminator' 
Would you like to narrate the story? 
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Gifts of Heaven ! Work Book, Grade 3 (2004) pp. 13-15 (Circles added) 
 
e) Liberating Palestine is Part of the Islamic Revolution in Iran
 
A connection is made between the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the struggle for 
Palestine. It is interesting to note that Moses and Mount Sinai are the inspiring 
figures in this context. 
 
Hamid Sabzevari! is [one] of the poets of the Islamic Revolution! The poem 'The 
Bell's Clamor' is one of Sabzevari's beautiful poems, in which he describes the 
connection between the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the fighting and resistance of 
the people of Palestine, and summons his readers to a confrontation with the occupiers 
of the land of Palestine and with the trickery of the enemies, and to a Jihad against the 
foreigners. 
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The Bell's Clamor [Excerpts] 
!Let us go! 
Until we reach the pilgrimage place of Ayman Valley [see below] 
The valley is full of Pharaoh's men and of Copts [see below]  
Moses is the leader and the Nile is in front [of us] 
It is narrow. The house is narrow for us, O brother 
In the place where we are, the foreigner is a disgrace, O brother 
The order came: Take this house from the enemy 
Take the throne and the ring [see below] from Ahriman [the Devil] 
!The leader's [i.e., Moses'] order is: Ride in the plain$ 
And if the plain becomes a sea of blood, then, ride$ 
!My dear, get up$ Let us go to the Golan 
And thence, galloping, let us go to Lebanon's border 
There, in every direction, a hundred martyrs are asleep 
There, in every lane, sorrow is hidden  
My dear, Lebanon's grief killed us 
Deir Yasin's remorse broke our back [see below] 
It is necessary to sweep Mount Sinai with the eyelashes 
It is necessary to crawl thence to Palestine 
!To the destination " the country of Jerusalem, alongside the leader 
 
Explanations 

 Ayman Valley is a field on the right side of Mount Sinai where God called 
Moses. The poet says: We should advance to Ayman Valley (the land of 
Palestine) which is holy and worthy of pilgrimage. 

 It is a hint to the story of Solomon's life and the demon who snatched his ring 
and sat on his [Solomon's] throne. The poet says: We should retake the throne 
and the ring (the land of Palestine) from Ahriman (Israel is intended [here]). 

Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) pp. 75-77    
 
The Copts: !Related to Qibt " Egypt, the ancient inhabitants of the land of Egypt. 
Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) p. 207 
 
Golan: A mountainous region between Jordan and Syria where the Zionist forces 
attack very often. 
 
Deir Yasin: A village in Palestine. The regime which occupies Jerusalem massacred 
the people there and in the village of Kafr Qassem. 
Persian Literature [Humanities], Grade 11 (2004) pp. 203-204  
 
 


