
 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JEWS, ISRAEL AND PEACE  IN PALESTINIAN SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Survey of the Textbooks  
Published by the Palestinian National Authority 

in the years 2000-2001 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Compiled, translated and edited by Dr. Arnon Groiss 
Co-editor: Dr. Yohanan Manor 

 
 

 

 

 

November 2001 
 

 

 

 

Editorial Committee: André Marcus, Marlene Mossek, Naomi Arcus 

 
  



 2

 

 

 

 

The Center for Monitoring the Impact of Peace, (CMIP) is a non-governmental, not-for-profit 

organization established in 1998 under the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law of the State of New York.  

Its purpose is to encourage the development and fostering of peaceful relations between peoples and 

nations, by establishing a climate of tolerance and mutual respect founded on the rejection of 

violence as a means to resolving conflicts. 

 

Is it possible to establish and maintain a climate of peace when the people of the countries and 

communities directly concerned are being taught from early childhood to beware of other peoples 

and communities, receive a negative and hateful image of their neighbors, and are led to identify 

almost exclusively with heroes embodying the cult of force and the resort to violence? 

 

This is one of the crucial questions that the center is considering, especially through the study of 

curricula, schoolbooks for students and handbooks for the teachers, a revealing indicator of the 

views and values societies want to instill in their youth. 

 

CMIP will disseminate these findings and consider initiatives to promote the renunciation of violence 

and the changing of stereotypes.  Thus we hope to build a sound basis for a genuine and lasting 

peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors in the Middle East, with a view to expanding this 

mission to other regions in the world. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
PART ONE:  THE JEWS 
 
I. The Jews as a People 

1. The Jews of Medieval Times 

2. The Jews of Modern Times 
 
II. The Jews and Palestine 

3. The Jews in Ancient Palestine 
4. The Jewish Infiltration into Palestine in Modern Times 
5. The Jews  do not Deserve Palestine 
6. The Jews in Today’s Palestine  
7. The Holy Places 
8. The Hebrew Language 

 
III. Zionism 
 

PART TWO:  ISRAEL 
 
IV. Israel’s Image 

 
9. Expulsion and Extermination 
10. Destruction of Villages 
11. The Refugee Problem 
12. Robbery of Lands and Water 
13. Demolition and Uprooting 
14. Loss and Pain 
15. Restrictions and Discrimination 
16. Obliteration of National Identity 
17. Taking Over of Holy Places 
18. Crippling the Palestinian Economy 
19. Responsibility for Social and Ecological Ills 
20. Dismembering the Unity of the West Bank 

 
V.  Israel and Palestine 

 
21. Israel in its Entirety is Considered Palestine 
22. Palestine is Arab and Muslim 
23. The Arab Palestinian Canaanites and Jebusites 
24. The State of Palestine 
25. Israel is a Usurper and a Foreign Occupier of Palestine 
26. Substitute Names for Israel  
27. Israeli Regions, Cities and Sites are Presented as Palestinian 
28. Jerusalem 
29. Maps 
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PART THREE:  PEACE 
 
VI. Tolerance 
 
VII. Peace 
 
VIII. The Struggle for the Liberation of Palestine 

30. The Liberation in the 7th Century 
31. The Struggle in the Past 
32. The Strugggle at Present 
33. Military Liberation 
34. The Demographic Weapon 
35. A Struggle of Civilizations 

 
IX. The Return of Every Refugee 
 
X. Jihad and Martyrdom 
 
XI. Terror 

36. Fida’i 
37. Martyr Terrorists and Murderers 
38. Prisoners and “Prisoners of War” 

  

CONCLUSION  
 
LIST OF SOURCES 


