Executive Summary

This report covers the school textbooks of the last two grades of the PA educational system,
which were published in 2005 and 2006, thus ending a seven-year process in which the PA
replaced the old Jordanian and Egyptian schoolbook for all grades with its own ones. While the
books for grades 1-10 were all written and published under the late PA Chairman Yasser
Arafat, the books for grade 11 were written under his successor Mahmud Abbas and the books
for grade 12 were written under the Hamas government, which may account for the changes
therein.

In fact, the books of grade 11 provide us with several significant changes, compared to the
guidelines governing earlier books. The fundamentals have not changed, to be sure, and they
are as follows:

Rejection of any rights the Jews might have in Palestine.

Non-recognition of their holy places there, which are presented as Muslim
holy places the Jews aspire to take over.

The Jews themselves are presented in negative light both in the historical
context and in the context of the present conflict.

The Jewish national movement in modern times — Zionism — is presented as
an expansionist movement created by Western Imperialism and striving to
seize control of Arab lands between the Euphrates and the Nile rivers.

Israel is not referred to as a sovereign state. Its establishment in 1948 is
referred to as “occupation”. The books consider Palestine the sole legitimate
sovereign state between River Jordan and the Mediterranean.

Regions within Israel’s pre-1967 borders are presented as Palestinian.

Israel is demonized by a long list of accusations presenting it as a source of
evil, not as a neighbor with its own legitimate rights and interests. The list of
its perceived crimes includes its very establishment, occupation of various
parts of Palestine, expulsion of the Palestinian people from its homeland,
massacres, assassination of Palestinian leaders, aggression against Arab
neighboring countries, destruction of Palestinian economy, even
responsibility for the meager participation of Palestinian women in economic
activity, for Palestinian social ills — such as drug abuse and illiteracy, for
cultural deficiencies, etc. The accompanying term “Imperialist” appears in
this context for the first time, emphasizing Israel’s illegitimate status in the
books’ view.

The conflict is presented in a very biased way as a result of Jewish-British
conspiracy against the Arabs. Israel is solely responsible for all its
developments.

The Palestinian refugee problem is presented as a result of Jewish aggression
and its only solution is said to be the complete return of the refugees’
descendants to their ancestors’ former homes. The Palestinians’ share of
responsibility for the creation of this problem, the mass flight of Jewish
refugees from the Arab countries to Israel and the obvious difficulty of the
suggested solution are never discussed.

Peace with Israel is never openly advocated. Even the discussion of the peace
process — in some cases in great detail — is devoid of expressions of support.
Israel, on its part, is presented as a party acting against peace.

As before, terrorist actions against Israel are not openly encouraged or
rejected but there are indications of implicit support represented by the
positive reference to “martyrs”, “prisoners-of-war” and “Fidais” (members
of the Palestinian armed organizations).



The changes found in the books for grade 11 include the following:

For the first time the Palestinian student is given some information about the
Jewish Holy Scriptures (though lacking and from an Islamic point of view)
and about Jewish ancient history in Palestine (without any connection being
made to the Jewish present aspirations based on that historical presence in
the country).

Contrary to former books, these ones do not refer much to the Muslim-Jewish
rivalry in early Islam, which reduces the number of anti-Jewish expressions
in this context.

For the first time the Jews’ suffering under the Nazis is briefly mentioned
alongside the term ““Anti-Semitism’ (with no further elaboration).

Contrary to former usage, modern Jewish cities such as Tel-Aviv are shown
on the map (though their names are almost unreadable).

For the first time Israeli pre-1967 territory is referred to as “lIsrael’” side by
side with former terms avoiding this name such as ““the Lands of 1948,

For the first time ever we find Israel’s name on the map in two cases — both
are reproductions of Israeli maps.

The accusations against Israel, though sometimes being very critical, are
generally more rationalistic than emotional, with less hateful expressions.

For the first time there is in the books a clear admission that it was the Arab
side, rather than the Jews, which started the war of 1948 with the professed
goal of preventing the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine in
accordance with the UN 1947 resolution. Even the events of 1967 are told in
a way, which does not present Israel as an outright aggressor.

For the first time there are cases in which Jerusalem is mentioned as the
Jews’ ancient capital and which refer to the Jews as its inhabitants, including
during the 1948 war. On the other hand, there are also expressions
presenting Jerusalem as an exclusively Arab city occupied by the Jews.
Contrary to former usage, the books for grade 11 hardly discuss the issue of
the liberation of Palestine by force. Nor do they refer much to the issues of
Jihad and martyrdom.

The ideal of tolerance is advocated, as done in formerly published books, but
this time the Jews are specifically referred to in this context, while former
books mentioned Muslims and Christians only.

The story of the peace process with Israel is told in full, unlike its treatment in
former PA books. The narration is informative and documents related to the
process are presented to the students (but, as already said, not a word of
support of this move is ever heard).

None of that, with the sole exception of the continued use of the term “Israel” to denote
Israeli pre-1967 territory, appears in the books for grade 12, written under the Hamas-led
government, which came to power in early 2006. The return to the old-style attitude is
complete, with some additions worsening it:

A poem reproduced in one of the textbooks likens the Jews in the context of
the conflict to invading snakes.

Israel is blamed of exercising racial discrimination against the Palestinians,
with a view, probably, to weakening its legitimacy further. This accusation
had appeared once in a PA experimental textbook in the 1990s and was
later omitted. Now it reappears and covers the larger part of a chapter
dedicated to the phenomenon of racial discrimination in the world. Within
this framework, Israeli activities such as the annexation of East Jerusalem
in 1967 are presented as racial discrimination against the Palestinians.



The accusations against Israel are heavily emotional, compared to the more
rationalistic language of the grade-11 books.

The peace process is hardly discussed, certainly not favorably. The issue of
liberation by force is treated in the books for grade 12 more extensively and
passionately.

Although Jihad is not much discussed, there is reintroduction of the
traditional Islamic concept of “Ribat™, namely, taking up position against
the enemies of Islam, which had been first introduced into the books for
grades 5 and 10 in 2005 under Yasser Arafat. The use of this term -
referring here to the entire Muslim population of Palestine — is intended to
intensify the religious aspect of the struggle against Israel.

Unlike the books for grade 11, and in line with former PA school textbooks,
the 12" grade books refer to the issue of martyrdom, also in language
exercises. One of these references likens martyrdom to a wedding party.

Thus, the beginnings of a possible change in attitude to the Jewish-Israeli “other” traced in
books of grade 11 have been rooted out and the old notions, which inevitably had their impact
on the students and undoubtedly contributed to at least part of the violence, remain in force.

The school textbooks of both grades contain many references to the West. This phenomenon
began already under Arafat’s last year in power, in books for grade 10, and continued under
both Mhmud Abbas and the Hamas government, with increasing intensity and hostility. The
West, which began its attack against Islam and the Arabs during the Crusades and the Spanish
Reconquista, is the source of evil and is blamed for almost all ills in modern Arab and Muslim
societies:

Western Imperialism subdued most Arab and Muslim countries, in addition
to vast other regions in the world.

The West invented racial discrimination against the peoples of the colonies.
The West invented Zionism and has supported Israel against the Arabs.

The West abuses its political and economic hegemony in the world to the
detriment of the weak countries, and uses Globalization, international
bodies and world communication media for its purposes.

The West abuses the environment.

The West strives to destroy the Arab-Islamic culture by using various means,
including academic research of Islam and Muslim civilization dubbed
“Orientalism”.

In other words, the West is presented to the Palestinian students as a threat to Islam and the
Arab world on a large scale, which is bound to have negative results in the future, as the
continuous education against Israel has so far done.

In addition to the books of grade 11 and 12, CMIP has reviewed some 25 schoolbooks issued
originally in Jordan, republished by the PA — the Ministry of the (Religious) Endowments and
Religious Affairs, and used in the PA religious institutions and classes. The results of this
review, which appears at the end of this report as an Appendix, are as follows:

Although the books acknowledge the common ideals shared by all
monotheistic religions and boast of Islam’s traditional tolerance towards
Jews and Christians, they advocate caution against and unfriendly relations
with them, as they are portrayed as enemies of Islam and the Muslims.

The Jews in particular are denounced as enemies of God, the prophets and
the believers, and as conspirators and violators of treaties. They are accused
of being greedy, miserly, sly and treacherous.



In the context of the present Middle Eastern conflict the Jews are further
demonized as murderers, desecraters of holy places, usurpers of Muslim
lands, etc. They are destined — according to a Prophetic Saying (Hadith)
reproduced in one of the books — to be all massacred by the Muslims.

The Jews’ ties to the Holy Land are not recognized and their aspirations
regarding that land are dismissed as “‘greedy ambitions™. Even their holy
places there are not recognized. Their modern national movement, that is,
Zionism, is depicted as an invention of Western Imperialism against Arabs
and Muslims.

Israel’s sovereignty is not recognized and its name does not appear on any
map. Palestine appears there instead as the sole sovereign state in the
country.

Israel is demonized. It is depicted as an occupying power in Palestine and as
an aggressive and expansionist entity. It has military superiority over the
Arab states and constitutes a threat to them all.

The West is demonized as well as a source of evil to the Muslim world:
Western Imperialism subjugated Muslim countries, maltreated their
population and plundered their wealth; Western Neo-Imperialism harmed
the Muslim world having used its global political and economic hegemon for
that purpose; the West has supported Zionism and lIsrael against the
Muslims; the West has attacked the Muslim world culturally as well, using
Westernization, foreign ideologies, “destructive movements” such as
Bahaism, as means to weakening Islam’s position both within the Muslim
individual’s soul and in Muslim society at large.

Much emphasis is put in the books on the ideal of Jihad, which is elevated to
a degree of a sixth religious duty in Islam, in addition to the traditional five
ones. Jihad is made a necessity of Muslim society in all times, especially at
present, for the purpose of defense as well as for the purpose of spreading
the religion of Islam worldwide.

Jihad is also a means to liberating Palestine from the Jews, although there is
a text in the books — probably introduced by the Jordanian original
publishers — which provides an explanation for the present peace process in
the Middle East: Israel is too powerful and the general situation in the world
today is such that annihilating Israel by war is impossible.

Thus, these books as well express hostility to the “other”” and emphasize the ideal of Jihad a
great deal. They as well contribute to the atmosphere of hostility and violence in the
Palestinian arena with grave implications for the region and the world in the foreseeable
future.
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Introduction

This is the last in a series of reports issued by CMIP on the new Palestinian Authority (PA)
textbooks, which gradually replaced the old schoolbooks published by Jordan (for the West
Bank) and Egypt (for the Gaza Strip). It completes the former reports by covering in full the
books issued in 2005 and 2006 for grades 11 and 12 — the last grades in the PA school system.
It should be noted in this context that the books of each of these last two grades were published
under specific political circumstances, different from those, which prevailed during the
publication of their predecessors. The books for grades 1-10 had all been written under Yasser
Arafat as president of the PA and reflected in many ways the official Palestinian position as
envisaged by him. The books for grade eleven, on the other hand, were issued under his
successor, Mahmud Abbas, which may explain some important changes appearing therein. The
books for grade twelve were published under yet another government — that of Hamas, and,
indeed, one can easily discern again changes in attitude. It has been therefore decided to divide
the material quoted in this report within the various chapters into two separate consecutive
parts in each sub-chapter, so that the reader will be able to see the difference between the two
grades.

In addition, there are other books issued by the PA Ministry of the Endowments and Religious
Affairs — not by the PA Ministry of Education — and used in religious schools and institutions.
Though not constituting an integral part of the PA school system, they should be regarded as a
product of the PA as a whole and therefore are treated as such within a separate appendix at
the end of this report.

As done in our former reports, CMIP has followed the same criteria used throughout its
coverage of the textbook publication process, namely, tracing any reference to the ‘other’ and
to peace in the textbooks, taking it as is and inserting it in the report within its context in the
appropriate chapter according to its specific subject, with minimum analysis. Clarifying notes
are inserted in brackets within the quoted material or as footnotes. The analysis is done in the
Conclusion based on criteria suggested by UNESCO and developed by CMIP itself, such as the
following:

UNESCO relevant criteria

Are the data given accurate and complete?

Are illustrations, maps and graphs up-to-date and accurate?

Are the achievements of others recognized?

Are equal standards applied?

Are political disputes presented objectively and honestly?

Is wording likely to create prejudice, misapprehension and conflict avoided?

Are ideals of freedom, dignity and fraternity being advocated?

Is the need for international cooperation, for the formation of common human ideals
and the advancement of the cause of peace, as well as for the enforcement of the law,
emphasized?

NG~ E

CMIP criteria of analysis
1. Are other peoples and communities recognized and respected, or are stereotyped and
prejudiced?
2. Does education foster peace and support the peace process?

In translating Qur’anic verses from Arabic into English we have mostly relied on N. J.
Dawood’s translation published by Penguin. Prophetic Sayings (Ahadith) were translated by
the author of this report independently.



Chapter One:
Other Religions and their Followers in General

Grade 11

For the first time within the PA textbook publishing process, the student is given adequate,
though very limited information about the Jewish and Christian scriptures, from an Islamic
point of view, which is not always accurate, as far as the existing Biblical text is concerned,
and see the footnotes below.

The Torah

This is the book revealed by God to Moses. The word “Torah” means teachings or law. The
Torah has been mentioned in the Holy Qur’an... Some of the Qur’an verses talked about some
of the material which appeared there, such as:

1. Rules and laws that were given to the Children of Israel [a Qur’anic verse is
here given].

2. The prophecy regarding the mission of our Messenger Muhammad and the
mentioning of his and his friends’ features [a Qur’anic verse].!

3. Urging [to practice] Jihad by soul and property [a Qur’anic verse].

The Jews believe in what is called “the Old Testament” which consists of thirty-nine books
organized in four categories as follows:

1. The five books called “Torah” by the Jews. These books are Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

2. The historical books which talk of the history of the Children of Israel.

3. The books of poetical wisdom. These are books containing anthems, proverbs,
sermons and religious hymns.

4. Books of the Prophets, which talk of the missions of the prophets of the
Children of Israel and their history from the Jewish point of view.

Much the same as the Old Testament is sacred among the Jews it is sacred among the
Christians as well but the number of its books among them is larger than the number of the
books in the Jewish version.

The Holy Qur’an has mentioned in more than one verse that distortion has taken place in the
Torah [a Qur’anic verse].

Dr. Maurice Bukai, a Frenchman, explains in his book “The Koran, the Torah, the Gospels and
Science” the essence of the Old Testament and says: “The Old Testament comprises a group of
books unequal in length and different in type. These books were written over a period of more
than nine centuries in different languages relying on the orally handed down heritage. Most of
these books were amended and completed due to events that took place or due to specific
needs, sometimes in periods disconnected from one another.”

Psalms

Psalms is the book revealed by God to David, one of the prophets of the Children of Israel [a
Qur’anic verse].

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 41-42

! This is an Islamic belief based on a Qur’anic verse not substantiated by Biblical text.



The text proceeds to discuss the Christian Scriptures, which it treats from an Islamic point of
view as part of ancient Jewish history.

The Gospel
The Gospel is the book revealed by God to Jesus for the guidance of the Children of Israel, as is

the case with the Torah and Psalms... The Holy Qur’an already mentioned some of the rules
appearing in the Gospel, which came to complement or amend the rules of the Torah... Among
these as well is the prophecy about Muhammad and the mentioning of some of his features [a
Qur’anic verse]’. The Gospel is known among the Christians as “the New Testament”. The
New Testament is divided as far as its content is concerned into two parts: the historical books
and the instructional books.

The historical books include the four Gospels, which are: Mathew’s Gospel, Lucas’ Gospel,
Mark’s Gospel and John’s Gospel. They have been selected by the synod of Nicaea in 335 CE.

As regards the instructional books, they include twenty-two epistles mostly written by Paul,
although he was not one of Jesus’ disciples.
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 42-43

God has pledged to keep the Islamic mission undistorted and unaltered, in contrast to the other
beliefs. | will explain that.
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 27

The Holy Qur’an has a special status among the rest of the Divine Books, which has become
apparent in the following facts:

1. The Holy Qur’an came approving of the preceding Divine Books and having
guardianship over them. What it has confirmed in them and pronounced to be true is
therefore true and what it has annulled in them and refuted is therefore untrue.

2. With the revelation of the Qur’an the Divine missions have been completed. There is
no book after the Holy Qur’an and no prophet after Muhammad.

3. The former Divine Books have been affected by distortion and destruction [a Qur’anic
verse], while the Holy Qur’an has been guarded by God against destruction and
distortion [a Qur’anic verse].

4. The legislation appearing in the former Divine Books was designated for specific
peoples and for a limited period of time, while the legislation of the Qur’an and its
rules are general for all people regardless of time and place...

Islam’s Attitude to the Divine Books
In view of the distortion phenomena in the Old and New Testament, which we have mentioned,
Islam’s attitude to these books is based on the following:

1. The contents of every text in the existing books of the People of the Book [namely,
Jews and Christians] — whether a historical [piece of] information, or a scientific fact
or a legal rule — if the Qur’an, or the Prophetic Tradition [Sunnah], pronounces it as
true, then, it is accepted by us for certain, and if the Qur’an, or the Prophetic
Tradition, denies it, it is then rejected by us for certain.

2. As for the issues which the Qur’an has not ruled regarding their being true or false,
we consider them neither true nor false because of the possibility of their being true
or false, except when reality indicates their being true or false. Then, we accept that
evidence and consider them true or false...

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 43-44

2 See the former footnote.



Grade 12

...Caution vis-a-vis the Israiliyyat

I learn: The meaning of Israiliyyat is stories given by [Qur’an] commentators [which have been
taken] from what is told about the Children of Israel [i.e., from Biblical and Rabbinical
sources].

The method of the Qur’an regarding the discussion of previous nations is that it limits itself,
while giving details about them, to issues containing lessons and admonitions. It does not
expatiate in mentioning people’s names and details and times of events. That is so because the
Qur’an is a book of guidance. Events do not concern it, but to the point of the lessons they
contain. That stands in contrast to the holy scriptures of non-Muslims, for they mention lots of
details not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an. Extended reliance [in Qur’an commentary] on the
embrace of these details mentioned in the Israiliyyat has resulted in errors in the commentary
some of which [are the following]:

1. Being busy with useless matters such as mentioning the names of the Cave
Dwellers® and their dog’s color.

2. Penetration of fables and myths into some of the commentary books, such as the
saying that Earth is carried on a bull’s horn and that the planet Venus used to be a
woman whom God has turned into a star in the sky.

3. Penetration of stories, which do not befit the prophets’ virtuousness and which
attribute abominable sins to them.

Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 5

® A story briefly mentioned in the Qur’an and mistakenly believed to have been fully told in the Torah.
Actually, it is not mentioned there.



Chapter Two: The Jews

A. The Jews in History

Grade 11

Unlike former books, which hardly refer to ancient Jewish history in Palestine and in at least
one case obliterate it altogether and leave an unexplained gap between the years 1200-586
BCE*, the history book for grade 11, part 1, features a radical change, as it talks in some detail
of Jewish presence and history there in ancient times. It begins with Patriarch Abraham whom
is not identified as forefather of the Jews. But later episodes of Jewish history are presented as
such, this time without the usual claim that the Canaanites, who preceded the Jews in the land,
were of Arab origin, as done in former PA textbooks in order to create an Arab continued
presence in the country since antiquity and depict the Jews as foreign invaders already then.

Our Lord Abraham’s Entrance to Palestine

Our lord Abraham reached the land of Canaan arriving from the city of Ur in southern Iraq
through Harran in Syria at the end of the nineteenth century BCE (1805 BCE) and first settled
down in Shechem (Tall Balata in Nablus). He later moved to Hebron and met during his
journey with Malkizedek (“king of righteousness and justice”) the Canaanite ruler of Jerusalem.
Abraham was accompanied in his journey by his nephew Lot who settled in Jericho. Our lord
Abraham, his wife Sarah and their son Isaac died in Hebron. During that period the Philistines
settled in the land of Canaan, in part of the coastal valley between Jaffa and Gaza.

Palestine during the reign of Prophet David
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 9

* Reading and Texts, Grade 9, Part 2 (2004) p. 36 (see in CMIP report “Jews, Israel and Peace in the
Palestinian Authority Textbooks — The New Textbooks for Grades 4 and 9”, May 2004, p. 10 and
footnote number 2 there).



Palestine during the Reign of Prophet David®

The ancient history of Palestine witnessed the entrance of the Children of Israel under the
leadership of Joshua the son of Nun in the 12" century BCE. They fought the Canaanites and
the Philistines. In the latter third of the 11" century BCE Saul the son of Kish (Talut [in Islamic
tradition]) assumed the leadership of the Children of Israel and fought the Philistines under the
leadership of Goliath who managed to kill him and his sons at the end of the 11" century BCE.
After his death Prophet David the son of Jesse assumed the leadership of the Children of Israel
and continued fighting the Philistines and the Canaanites and established a kingdom on part of
the Palestinian lands under his command. Prophet Solomon came after him and ruled from 963
until 923 BCE and in his reign the Jewish state reached its widest scope. After his death his
state was divided into two parts: the Kingdom of Israel in the north (Samaria) and the Kingdom
of Judea in the south (Jerusalem).

The Kingdom of Judea faced an attack by Shosheng, an Egyptian pharaoh of Libyan origin,
who besieged Jerusalem (Al-Quds)® and took possession of many treasures and golden plates.
Palestine was subjected to Assyrian attack in 722 BCE under the command of Sargon Il who
imposed his rule over the northern kingdom (Samaria), took most of the Jews who inhabited the
northern [part of the] country captive and laid siege to Jerusalem but did not enter it. After a
short while, Palestine faced another Assyrian attack by King Sanherib, who took control of
Jaffa in 709 BCE.

Palestine experienced in 586 BCE a ruinous attack by the Chaldean Babylonian commander
Nebuchadnezzar who destroyed Jerusalem and took the Jews captive to Irag. It did not take
long before this region submitted to Persian rule in 538 BCE and the Persian ruler Cyrus
permitted whoever so wished from among the Jews to return to Palestine.

The Return of the Jews by Cyrus: Cyrus believed that the Jews’ presence in Palestine would
create a balance vis-a-vis part of the population who were supporting the pharaohs of Egypt. In
addition, the Jews had helped him against the Babylonians. It is [also] said that his wife was
Jewish and influenced him to bring the Jews back to Palestine...

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 9

...During Greek rule the southern and eastern parts of Palestine submitted to the rule of the
Nabateans who made an alliance with the Jews against the Seleucids. But soon their relations
with the Jews worsened and a battle took place between them on the shores of Lake Tiberias,
which the Nabateans won, and another battle near Lydda, which the Nabateans won again and
imposed peace on the Jews.

Palestine under Roman Rule
The Romans took control of Palestine in 63 BCE under the leadership of Pompeius and divided
it and the neighboring areas into four administrative districts:

1. First Palestine [Palaestina Prima], which included Nablus, Jerusalem, Hebron and the
coastal plain until Rafah, of which the capital was Caesarea.

® The Biblical Kings David and Solomon are considered prophets in Islam.

® The Arabic version “Urushalim” is given here and followed by another Arabic name of the city, Al-
Quds, which is more familiar, as an explanation to the student. In most other cases the name “Al-Quds”
is used exclusively.

" This division is a relatively late one. The country was first governed as a vassal kingdom, or kingdoms,
ruled by kings of the Herodian dynasty and later as a province named “Judea”. This name was replaced
by “Palestine” in 138 CE following the suppression of the last great revolt by the Jews (132-135 CE).
The partition of Palestine into several units as mentioned here belongs to later periods and mostly existed
under the Byzantines.



2. Second Palestine [Palaestina Secunda], which included Galilee, Um Qays in [present-
day] Jordan and Tiberias, of which the capital was Beisan [Beit Shean, Scythopolis].

3. Third Palestine [Palaestina Tertia], which included southern Syria, of which the capital
was at times Petra and at other times Bustra.

4. Fourth Palestine, which included Haifa, Acre, Tyre, Sidon and Beirut and of which the
capital was Tyre.?

The Romans appointed Herodes the Edomite as ruler over Palestine in 37 BCE. During his
reign Lord Christ was born...

During the Roman period the Canaanite city of Shechem was destroyed and the Romans
established in its stead the city of Nablus [Flavia Neapolis]. The Jews in Jerusalem staged
several revolts, which were met by force on the Romans’ part. In 70 CE the Roman commander
Titus attacked them and imposed his rule over Jerusalem by force...

In 132 the Jews rebelled again under the leadership of Bar Kokhba in the reign of the Roman
emperor Aelius Hadrian who put an end to the revolt, destroyed Urushalim (al-Quds),
established in its place the city of Aelia Caputilina [sic and should be Capitolina] and forbade
the Jews to reside in it.

...During Byzantine rule over Palestine the Samaritans, who were part of the population
[there], rebelled. The Byzantine emperor sent against them the Ghassanid [Arab vassal] king al-
Hareth bin Jabalah who managed to suppress the revolt in 529 CE...

The Byzantine-Persian Struggle over Palestine

Palestine submitted to Persian rule in 614 CE when King Khosrow Il sent his famous
commander Shahrbaraz to Palestine. His forces managed to take control of Jerusalem with the
Jews’ help.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 10-11

But the former narrative, which Arabizes the ancient Canaanites and presents them as the sole
legitimate inhabitants of the country, and thus directly connects them to the Arab Palestinians
of today and implicitly makes the Jewish presence in Palestine in antiquity illegitimate, is not
gone.

Palestine is considered to have great natural importance by virtue of its geographical position,
as it is the crossroads and the center of the continents, and the passageway connecting the
continents of Africa and Asia. Due to its distinguished position, invaders from all directions
successively attacked it, but they were defeated and left it one by one and could not change its
Arab and Muslim identity. Its first Arab-Canaanite civilization, and its Muslim civilization that
subsequently merged with it, have remained as a living testimony to its Arab-Muslim roots...
The Arab Canaanites, who were the first ones to settle in Palestine and populate it, were known
of their achievements in the agricultural field...

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 12

According to Muslim sources quoted in a history textbook, one of the provisions of the
surrender pact of Christian Jerusalem to the Muslim Arab conquerors in 638 CE was the
following:

...And no one from among the Jews will dwell [in the city] with them...
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 14

® There was no “Fourth Palestine”. The areas mentioned here under this name constituted the province of
Syria, otherwise named Phoenicia.



The following is a traditional Islamic perception of ancient Jewish history based on the
Qur’anic narrative. Although the general attitude is traditionally negative, there are two points
deserving attention since they reflect a somewhat milder approach compared to former
expressions in this context: One, there is a clear indication to the Jews’ historical connection to
Jerusalem. Two, there is an optimistic notion regarding the Jews’ possible return to God’s
favor under certain conditions (they are both underlined for the reader’s convenience).

Moses’ Mission to the Children of Israel

[A Qur’anic verse]

God revealed the Torah to Moses in order to guide the Children of Israel and take them out of
the darkness of ignorance and unbelief into the light of knowledge and belief. God ordered the
Children of Israel not to take for themselves a god on whom they would rely and to whom they
would entrust their affairs except Almighty God who had created them and bestowed His favor
upon them...

The Children of Israel’s Mischief on Earth

[A Qur’anic verse]

God had revealed that the Children of Israel would make mischief on earth twice and that that
mischief would not be their determined fate but would rather emerge from their own deeds...
God reveals to the Children of Israel that they will make mischief on earth twice through [the
commitment of] murder, oppression, repression and sacrilege and that they will rise high and be
dominant so that power and strength will be theirs. The more powerful they become the more
corrupt and mischievous they will be. Any time they make mischief God will set some of His
servants as rulers upon them who will subjugate them and ruin them.

The First Mischief

[A Qur’anic verse]

... The Children of Israel would rise high in the land and would have power and authority. Then
they would make mischief there and God would send upon them His servants who have much
courage and who would take possession of their country, move around it as they please and
trample underfoot anything and anyone there with no fear. The [Qur’anic] verses indicate that
the Children of Israel would again have victory, would have more property and more offspring
and would reclaim their power and dominance. The verse addresses the Children of Israel
[saying] that if they do right, then their right will turn for their own benefit and if they do
wrong, then they will encounter the outcome of their evil deeds.

The Second Mischief

[A Qur’anic verse]

Since the Children of Israel did not stick to God’s order to do right and thank [Him] for His
favors [bestowed] upon them, and [since] their mischief continued in murder, violation of
God’s prohibitions and [in their] disobedience of Him, God sent upon them for the second time
someone who entered upon them in Jerusalem, humiliated them, made the impact of
misfortune, distress and humiliation apparent on their faces and destroyed what the Children of
Israel had made themselves high with. God says addressing the Children of Israel in spite of
their mischief: God may have compassion for you and forgive you if you repent and return
to God and to His obedience. The verse confirms an eternal social norm, namely, whenever
the Children of Israel return to making mischief on earth God punishes them by giving power
over them to someone who will cause them painful suffering in punishment for their mischief...

[Questions:]
How should I perceive the future of our land Palestine in the light of my study
of the preceding [Qur’anic] verses?

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 14-16




A reference to the Jews in antiquity appears in a Christian Education textbook.
The people of the Old Testament is an image of God’s new people, namely, the Church...

Towards the New Testament: God chose the Hebrew people to be a tool for this testament. But
the prophets announce a new testament between God and mankind, ...which is the testament
that God has established with humanity through Christ.

God’s new people: From this New Testament emerged God’s new people, namely, the Church.
Christian Education, Grade 11 (2005) pp. 55-56

Though the relations between Prophet Muhammad and the Jews of Arabia were never amicable
and ended up in wars, expulsion, slaughter and subjugation of various Jewish tribes, the PA
books of grade eleven do not feature much condemnation of the Jews as is sometimes seen in
books published earlier, except for few cases.

The Prophet confirmed [the principle of] concluding treaties and concluded a number of them
with the Jews of Medina...
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 120

One of the Hypocrites [a group of outwardly Muslims in Medina who still opposed
Muhammad]... quarreled with a Jew over a [tract of] land and the Jew summoned him to God’s
Messenger so that he would pass a judgment [in the case] between them... He [Muhammad]
issued a sentence in the Jew’s favor for he was the rightful one...

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 22

Following are two quotations presenting negatively Jewish individuals in early Islam. The first
one is a Jewish woman who was taken captive by Muhammad after her relatives had been
slaughtered by the Muslims in Khaybar and who wanted to avenge their death. The second
figure is of a Jew who converted to Islam and later participated in the political conspiracy
against Caliph Uthman.

He [Muhammad] also pardoned... the Jewish woman who had inserted poison in the lamb [she
had prepared] for him and did not take revenge on her.
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 68

But they [the conspirators against Caliph Uthman] held a grudge [against him] and set a date
for them to appear again in Medina in order to carry out their conspiracy, which was presented
to them in a favorable light by Abdullah bin Saba, a Jew in origin who presented himself
outwardly as a Muslim.

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 74

A vaguely phrased reference to the Jewish suffering under the Nazis with the mentioning of the
term “anti-Semitism’ appears in one of the books. Apart from this reference nothing is said in
the PA schoolbooks about the Holocaust, even in a history book covering in detail the Second
World War. But the mere mentioning of Jewish suffering under the Nazis is in itself an
innovation.

“The Jewish Question” is a European problem first and foremost. What befell the Jews at the
hands of Nazism made “Anti-Semitism” a moral and political burden on the European Union...
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 41



Grade 12

The books for grade 12, which were prepared and published under the Hamas government, do
not contain any reference to ancient Jewish history in Palestine, and, in fact, any other material
about the Jews in history, except for the following piece, which present a Jewish individual in
early Islam as a quarrel-monger.

The Jew Shas, son of Qays, [once] passed by a group of Ansar® of the [formerly rival] tribes of
Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj. It was unbearable for him to see the friendship and love after the
hostility and wars, which had prevailed between them before Islam. So he started reminding
them of their past and stirring the old enmity feelings, until they called to one another to take up
arms and fight. God’s Messenger heard of it and he took steps to prevent that... Their souls
calmed down and they repented of what they had done.

Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 12

B. The Jews in the Context of the Conflict

Grade 11

The first manifestation of the Jews’ claim to Palestine in modern times, according to the books,
is Napoleon’s call upon them to help him in his efforts to gain control over the Levant.

...Napoleon issued an appeal to the Jews of Asia and Africa in which he urged them to rally
around his flag in order to bring them back to Jerusalem and build their temple anew in return
for helping him to take control of the Levant [Bilad al-Sham]. His aims by that were:
1. Wishing to attract the Jewish communities in the East so that they would be
his assistants in supporting his influence and stabilizing his rule [there].
2. Acquiring the trust of the Jews in France and their financial support in order
to obtain loans to meet the deficit in the French treasury.
3. Encouraging the Jews to settle in Palestine in order to facilitate the French
occupation and support it as a threat to British interests and transportation
[routes] to India.
As it is made clear from the following text:
On April 4 Napoleon directed his famous call to the Jews, which said:
“It was Divine Providence, which has sent me here at the head of this army... which has made
Jerusalem my general headquarters... | do not only demand the lawful heirs of Palestine to
occupy their homeland... Rather, | demand that they assure and back this nation [France] so
that you will guard it [your homeland] from all those who have greedy ambitions against you,
so that you become your country’s true masters.”

[Questions:]
Napoleon issued an appeal to the Jews to come back to Jerusalem:
1. What was Napoleon’s motive in directing this appeal [to the
Jews]?
2. Was Napoleon serious in his appeal? Why?
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 49, 51

Following are poetical references to the Jews in the context of the conflict in Mandatory times.

[The Palestinian poet] Ibrahim Tugan said [in the 1930s]:
We have two adversaries:

® Muslims of Medina, as opposed to Muhajirun — Muslims of a Meccan origin who immigrated to
Medina at the time of the Prophet



[One] has power and might [i.e., Britain]
And another deceives and takes advantage [i.e., the Jews]
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 61

Protect my homeland from the time’s misfortunes
For the little bird [i.e., the Jewish people] came to think that it was an eagle
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 66

A textbook of Christian Education recognizes the existence of more than one people in the
country, but it does not elaborate regarding their respective identities.

...0Our land and its peoples.
Christian Education, Grade 11 (2005) p. 81

Contrary to former usage, according to which modern Jewish settlements — including Tel Aviv
— are never shown on any map of the country appearing in the textbooks, a map in a geography
textbook for grade eleven shows for the first time Jewish cities and provides their names,
although one needs a magnifying glass to be able to read them.
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Map of the State of Palestine (Settlements)
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 20



Grade 12

A demonizing description of the Jews in the context of the conflict appears in a language
textbook for grade 12.

... The Catastrophe [Nakbah], which took place in 1948, as the Jews occupied Palestine and
established their state on its soil, and expelled the Palestinian people to exile and the
neighboring states after having tortured it, massacred it and robbed its land, homes and holy
places...

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 109

A story by the Palestinian writer Samira Azzam tells of a love between a fighter in Acre in 1948
and a nurse who is killed while trying to bring him and his comrades a loaf of bread. The Jews
are mentioned in the story several times as enemies, but with no explicit hateful expressions.
The text of the schoolbook editor following the story is far more hostile:

The story is based on a narrator who tells the events of the Palestine Catastrophe of 1948 and
the bloody battles related to it between the Palestinian resistance and the Zionist gangs and the
latter’s desire to expel the Palestinians from their villages, cities and land by use of means of
repression, torture and murder in order to empty the country of its inhabitants...

A bond of pure love emerges between them [i.e., the heroes of the story], which the Zionist
occupation of Palestine prevents from being crowned by marriage, as it ends Suad’s life with
bullets that settle in her heart... The story’s characters have a patriotic sentiment and defend
their land against the uprooting attempts by the Zionist gangs...

The Palestinian’s defense of his land and his resistance to occupation... is represented by the
[Palestinian] soldiers’ defense of their city against the Zionist gangs, which seek to uproot the
Palestinian people from its homeland and expel it from its land.

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 143-144

The following poetry verse implicitly likens the Jews to invading shakes and wonders whether
Muslims should continue tolerating Jews in general in accordance with the traditional Islamic
Dhimmah arrangement (regarding non-Muslims who live among Muslims).

By your life! How come that snakes invade us
And we [still] observe a protection covenant [dhimmah], which respects commitments
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 67

C. Zionism

Grade 11

The history of the Zionist movement is told in full in a history textbooks for grade 11. Though
the description is mostly objective — without the inclusion of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion
as “the confidential resolutions of the first Zionist congress™ (as done in a history textbook for
grade 10 in 2005'), there are several negative references implying that Zionism aspired, for
example, to have under its control vast areas of the Middle East stretching from the Euphrates
River to the Nile.

19 See in History of the Modern and Contemporary World, Grade 10 (2004) p. 63 and in CMIP report
“Jews, Israel and Peace in the Palestinian Authority Textbooks — The New Textbooks for Grades 5 and
10, June 2005, p. 22.



The beginning of modern Zionism is presented as a European, mostly British, innovation.

The idea of establishing Jewish national home in Palestine spread in England during the
nineteenth century, as a number of English politicians and some influential people adopted this
idea. An example of these [people] was the English [non-Jewish] Zionist [Lord] Shaftesbury
who was one of the propagandists of Jewish settlement in Palestine. He is the author of the
famous saying: “There is a land without a people and God now directs us with His wisdom and
compassion toward it.”

By that he was meaning that Palestine is a land without a people and that the Jews are a people
without a land. This saying was later adopted by the Zionist movement and became [one] of its
slogans. Is this saying correct? Why?

Shaftesbury also tried to convince some of the European politicians with his idea of Jewish
settlement in Palestine such as Palmerston, who held the office of British foreign minister and,
later, [that of] prime minister and who opened a [British] consulate in Jerusalem in 1838. He
defined the goals of this consulate in his letters, which he sent to his ambassadors in the
Ottoman Empire, including his memorandum which he sent in 1840: “Among the Jews
scattered all over Europe there exits a strong feeling that the time in which their nation will
return to Palestine is imminent. It is well known that the Jews of Europe possess immense
fortunes. It is obvious that any country a great number of Jews will choose to settle in will
obtain much benefit from the wealth these Jews will bring along with them. If the Jewish
people returns under the protection and with the blessing of the [Ottoman] sultan, this will be a
barrier between Muhammad Ali [of Egypt] and those who will succeed him [in power] and
between the realization of his vicious plan in the future.”

What was Palmerston aiming at by his call for making the Jews settle in Palestine?

There were many Englishmen who worked for the purpose of Jewish immigration and
settlement in Palestine. This matter was not restricted to Britain alone but rather spread to
France where it found people who promoted this idea.

The second half of the nineteenth century was a turning point in the history of the Zionist
movement as the idea of establishing the Jewish national home spread from the European
circles to the Jews themselves who began to work for the realization of this aim. Thus, the
interests of the great Imperialist states joined with the Jewish interests and that was the decisive
factor in the realization of Zionism’s dream of establishing the state of the Jews on the land of
Palestine.

There appeared some Jewish personalities who adopted the idea of the Jewish national home.
One of them was the German Jew Di Hirtch Kalisher [sic and should be Tsevi-Hirsch
Kalischer] and the Russian Jew Leo Pinsker. There also appeared operative movements and
associations with the view of carrying out the idea of the Jewish national home such as the Zion
Lovers Association and the Bilu Movement (the return of Jacob’s people to Palestine). But the
great success realized by Zionism was with the appearance of the Zionist Organization at the
hand of Theodore Herzl who succeeded in convening the first Zionist congress in the city of
Basel in Switzerland in 1897.

Question: What are the most important resolutions of the Basel Congress?
The Zion Lovers Movement: It emerged among the Jews of Russia in the mid nineteenth

century and spread to all countries of Eastern Europe. It called for the establishment of a
national home for the Jews on the land of Palestine specifically.




Herzl was fully convinced that the settlement project in Palestine would not be successful
unless it found support and backing from one of the great Imperialist states, as the
establishment of such a state (the Jewish state) would serve as a trustworthy keeper of its
imperialistic interests in the region. In order to realize this goal he began his international
contacts and asked Germany to back him in his settlement project, because of the existence of
large numbers of Jews there, hoping that Germany would adopt this project and mediate with
the Ottoman Empire in order to obtain the Ottoman sultan’s consent to grant the Zionist
movement the lands spreading from the Euphrates River to El-Arish and the Nile River and
allow the Jews to live and settle in Palestine, in return for their separation from the
revolutionary movements in Germany, the spread of German culture and influence [by them in
the East] and [their] protection of Germany’s interests in the East. Herzl managed to meet the
German emperor Wilhelm 1l twice: The first time [was] in Istanbul and the second [was] in
Jerusalem in 1898. It was the only visit made by Herzl to Palestine where he presented his
project to the Emperor in a letter saying:

“Therefore we truly believe that the realization of the Zionist program will bring good to
Turkey as well. It will bring to it financial and practical resources and will make vast areas of
arid lands fertile in the future. More happiness and civilized life for many people will emanate
from this all. We plan to establish a Jewish company for the lands of Palestine and Syria, which
will undertake this great project and [we] ask for the German emperor’s protection of this
company. Our idea will not cause harm to anyone’s rights and to anyone’s religious feelings. It
will safeguard a reconciliation long sought. We understand and respect the attachment of all the
religions, which rose on this land where our forefathers’ religion also rose.”

Did Herzl reveal in his letter the truth of the Zionist project? | will explain my response.

The German emperor Wilhelm Il was not enthusiastic about the idea and answered Herzl that
he did not mean to pressure the Ottoman sultan. By that time Herzl had already established a
direct channel of communication with the Ottoman Empire with the aim of meeting with Sultan
Abdul Hamid Il in order to obtain his consent and approval of Jewish immigration to Palestine.
He knew that obtaining a promise from the sultan himself is matchless to any other promise.
Contacts between Herzl and Sultan Abdul Hamid Il continued for six years and money was
Herzl’s means of tempting Sultan Abdul Hamid. Herzl visited Istanbul for the first time in 1896
but he met with the prime minister and did not meet with the sultan. The sultan’s response to
Herzl was sent to [Philip de] Newlinski, [a person] of Polish origin who was Herzl’s friend and
also Sultan Abdul Hamid’s:

“If Mr. Herzl is your friend as much as you are my friend, then advise him not to take any steps
in this matter. | cannot sell even a single [square] foot of the land because it is not mine. Rather,
it is my people’s. The sons of my people obtained this Empire with their blood, fed it with their
blood and we shall cover it with our blood before we let someone usurp it from us... Let the
Jews save their milliards. If my Empire is to be divided, they then may have Palestine for
nothing. But it will never be divided, except on our own bodies. | shall not agree that we be
dismembered while we are still alive.”

What do you think of Sultan Abdul Hamid’s response to Herzl?

Sultan Abdul Hamid stressed his position in a law he enacted in 1900 saying:

“We already emphasized [our order] to prevent the Jews from entering the land of Palestine.
The officials slackened the implementation of this order and misinterpreted it. The Jews come
under the pretext of pilgrimage and settle down [in the country], as the Governor of the
Jerusalem District has informed me. Their stay is not permissible by any means. The state’s
officials are firmly and especially responsible for the carrying out of this order meticulously.
Even the Jews who are subjects of the Ottoman State are not allowed to live [in Palestine]
permanently. These orders do not object visits by Jews to the holy lands, either as individuals or



in groups. But they do not allow their permanent dwelling [there]. A commitment should be
taken from the consulates through which they have arrived. This order was issued as a
resolution of the State’s Consultative Council and the Cabinet and as a Sublime Decree by the
Caliph [i.e., the Ottoman sultan].”

Do the measures appearing in the law guarantee the prevention of the Jews’ immigration to
Palestine? Why?

This position by the Ottoman government was not new. The government had already
introduced in 1887 the red certificate for the Jews coming to Palestine, following clashes
between the Arab fellahin and the invading immigrants in Hadera, Mlabbes [Petah Tigvah] and
Yazur. The Jews had established colonies on the lands of Palestine, among which was the
colony of Petah Tigvah (Key of Hope [sic and should be “Gate of Hope™]) on the lands of the
Arab village of Mlabbes in 1882 [sic and should be 1878].

The Red Certificate: A provisional certificate which used to be given to an alien Jew coming to
Palestine in return for his passport which the Ottoman authorities would keep as a guarantee of
his departure after the expiration of his sojourn [period] which was three months at the most
and which was not renewable.

Herzl did not despair of the response by Sultan Abdul Hamid Il and aspired to meeting him
personally, which he achieved in 1901. He [then] visited Istanbul again in 1902 and then he
became aware of the sultan’s final position regarding Herzl’s settlement project in Palestine,
namely, the sultan’s insistence on rejecting Herzl’s project.

Herzl’s eyes began turning to Britain for helping him realize his settlement project, after his
failure with both Germany and the Ottoman Empire. [But] in spite of Sultan Abdul Hamid’s
opposed position to the Jews’ residence in Palestine, his reign witnessed Zionist immigrations,
which totaled 25 thousand immigrants who lived in Jerusalem, Safed, Tiberias and Hebron,
which were among the main cities in Palestine, and established colonies there.

How would you explain the Zionist infiltration into Palestine in spite of Sultan Abdul Hamid
opposing position regarding the Jews’ immigration to Palestine and their living there?

The Zionist movement continued its efforts within the Ottoman Empire with the Union and
Progress Association [“the Young Turks”], which came to power in 1908, and was successful
in this field having relied on individuals in the government who belonged to the Dénme Jews.

The Dénme Jews: These are Jews who appeared as Muslims and played a prominent role in the
revolution against Sultan Abdul Hamid.*

The Zionist movement established in Istanbul an office, which was known as “the Palestine
Office”, despite protests by the Jerusalem district deputies in the Ottoman parliament who
demanded the implementation of the decisions regarding the prevention of the Jews’
immigration and the reactivation of the limitations imposed [on that immigration] by Sultan
Abdul Hamid’s government.

In 1913 the Unionists abolished the limitations imposed on the Jews’ immigration to Palestine
because of the debt pressure and the [government’s] need for money. In 1914 the limitations
imposed on acquiring lands by Jews in Palestine were abolished [as well]. Thus, all the

1 More correctly, the Dénme are the descendents of the followers of the Jewish false Messiah Shabetai
Tsevi in the 17" century who converted to Islam following his example. One of the Dénme community
members is said to have participated in the 1908 coup.



limitations imposed by the government of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il in order to confront Jewish
immigration disappeared.

How did the Unionists’ revolution and the deposition of Sultan Abdul Hamid contribute to the
realization of the Zionist movement’s goals?
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Palestine: Zionist settlements established before the beginning of the British Mandate in 1920
[Large blue circle:] A Zionist city
[Small blue circle:] A Zionist settlement
[Large red circle:] A Palestinian city
[Small red circle:] A Palestinian village
[Large black circle:] A mixed city
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 65

The Palestinian Arab position played a role in the opposition to Zionist immigration to
Palestine and its dangers through books such the book by Is’af al-Nashashibi “the Magician and
the Jew” and the manuscript by Ruhi al-Khaledi [titled] “History of Zionism”, as well as
newspapers such as Al-Manar, Al-Carmel and Al-Munadi.

Nevertheless, several factors contributed to the success of the Zionist movement’s efforts and
the failure of Ottoman efforts to prevent Jewish immigration, such as:



Intervention on the part of foreign ambassadors in Istanbul, Jerusalem and
Beirut, their protests and their adherence to the privileges hindered the
implementation of the limitations on Jewish immigration to Palestine

The Foreign Privileges: Facilitations and guarantees granted by the Ottoman
government to the foreign subjects residing on its lands. [Sultan] Suleiman the
Magnificent [originally] granted them to the French in 1536 [and they included
privileges] such as the freedom of residence, acquirement [of property] and
resort to their consuls in order to solve their [judicial] problems.

Corruption of some members of the Ottoman administrative apparatus in the
capital and in the Ottoman provinces of Jerusalem and Beirut and the
acceptance of bribes by some Ottoman officials from the Jews.

Continued attempts by the Jews to get rid of the limitations imposed on them
by way of trickery, forgery, taking up American or English citizenship, or
disembarking in the ports of the Levant and thence infiltrating into Palestine
via land routes.

[Questions:]

I will encircle the number of the correct answer.
- The region demanded by Herzl for the settlement project was:
1. Palestine
2. The Levant
3. The region stretching between the Euphrates and the Nile
rivers.

Activity

Let us study and write a report on the Palestinian awareness of the dangers posed by Jewish
immigration to Palestine during the period 1882-1924.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 61-63, 65-67

What would you expect the Zionist movement’s reaction to the Sykes-Picot Agreement would
be?

The Balfour Declaration

After the Zionist movement’s failure in obtaining the consent of Germany and the Ottoman
Empire to [Jewish] settlement in Palestine, it turned its eyes to Britain, having considered it the
biggest Imperialist state, which might help the Zionist movement in the realization of its goals.
The confluence of British imperialistic interests and the interests of the Zionist movement had
great influence on this movement’s success. The British foreign ministry issued the Balfour
Declaration on November 2, 1917 in the form of a letter from Arthur Balfour, British foreign
minister, to Edmond Rothschild, one of the Jews’ wealthiest people. Following is the text of the
letter in Arabic and English:

The Arabic text mostly conforms to the English one. Following is the English text.

Dear Lord Rothschild,

I have such [sic and should be “much”] pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of his
Majesty’s Government the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations
which has been submitted to and approved by the Cabinet.

“His Majesty’s Government view with favors [sic and should be “favour”] the establishment in
Palestine [“of” has been omitted] a national home for the Jewish people and will use their best
endeavourer [sic and should be “endeavours”] to facilitate [“the” has been omitted]
achievement of this object it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may



prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.”

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration on [sic and should be “to”] the
knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

[Questions:]
Does Britain have the right to grant this declaration regarding Palestine to the Jews?
Why?
Who are those ones intended by the phrase ‘non-Jewish communities’ which appeared
in the text?
Did this actually apply to the population in Palestine when the declaration was issued?
Why?
Britain was conducting negotiations with three parties at the same time over the same
region. How would you explain that?

Drafting the Balfour Declaration

The preparation for this declaration took several years. As for the formulation of the text alone,
it lasted for two full years under the supervision of the Zionist organization. The declaration in
its final formulation was issued after it had been amended six times.

Britain’s Motives behind the Issuance of the Balfour Declaration

1. The political factor, i.e., winning over the Zionist elements in Germany and
Austria, acquiring [the solidarity of] the Jews of Russia who played a role in
the Communist revolution with a view to keeping Russia in the war on the
Allies’ side, and making use of the Jews in the United States to pressure the
American government in order to push it into the war.

2. The strategic and Imperialist factor: The First World War demonstrated the importance
of Palestine’s position due to its proximity to Egypt and to the Suez Canal, especially
after the success of the Turkish forces in crossing the Sinai desert...

3. The strong alliance between Imperialism and Zionism. That was expressed by Winston

Churchill, British minister of colonies, who is considered one of the builders of the
Jewish national home:
"If we are destined in our lifetime — and this is what is surely going to happen — to
witness the birth of a Jewish state not only in Palestine alone, but rather on both banks
of River Jordan, which will rise under the protection of the British crown and will
embrace three or four million Jews, we shall witness an event fully corresponding to
the real interests of the British Empire.”*?

What may the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine achieve for the British Empire and
the West [in general]?

Whatever has been said about Britain’s motives in its issuance of this declaration, the
[following] pivotal question still remains: Why did the issuance of the Balfour Declaration
come that late, rather than why the Balfour Declaration was issued. | will think of this question
and answer it in the light of the following:

The Zionist movement’s birth and coming to maturity.

The eruption of the First World War and the defeat of the Ottoman Empire of which

dominions Palestine was a part.

12 Notwithstanding this statement, it was Churchill himself who, in 1921, detached Trans-Jordan from the
area designated for the establishment of the Jewish national home and gave it to the Hashemite Amir
Abdallah.



The Legal and Historical Dimensions of the Balfour Declaration
Although the Balfour Declaration was but a political document unbinding legally or
internationally, this document is still engulfed by obscurity, much the same as many [other]
British documents and treaties. The phrases in this document can be interpreted in various
ways, such as the following:
“The Jewish national home”. The Declaration did not openly say “the Jewish state”.
Why?
“The non-Jewish communities”, although the literal translation of the English text was
“the non-Jewish groups”. In both cases, the Declaration denies the existence of the
Palestinian Arab people which constituted 92% of the total population, while the Jews’
percentage did not exceed 8% when the Declaration was issued and did not own more
than 2% of the total land in Palestine, as illustrated in the following graph:
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Percentage of the population and of land ownership in Palestine in 1917

[Orange:] Arab land ownership 98% [Orange:] Arab population 92%
[Green:] Jewish land ownership 2% [Green:] Jewish population 8%"
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 81

That could also be said regarding the civil rights the safeguarding of which was
promised and which the [British] Mandate’s period over Palestine and its repressive
policies [later] proved that even the guarantees given to the Arab Palestinians were not
fulfilled.

The text [of the Declaration] stressed the Jews’ political guarantees and rights in the
European states. This is the greatest proof that Britain was planning to establish a
Jewish state. Had the phrase “national home” meant that Palestine would be their
spiritual center, these guaranties would not have been necessary.

As much as the Declaration was legally null and void it was also invalid historically, for the
following reasons:

1. Britain did not have the right to issue this Declaration because Palestine was [then]
under the sovereignty of the Ottoman State and was not [part] of Britain’s possessions,
so that it would give it to the Jews. The Jews were not controlling Palestine and did not
have the right of possessing it.

2. The Declaration fully contradicted the liberation appeals emanating from the great
powers, whether during the First World War or after its cessation. Those appeals
focused on the peoples’ freedom and on their right for self determination, as appeared
in the principles [introduced by] the American president Woodrow Wilson.

3 No one would refute the fact that at that time the Jews were a small minority in Palestine and they
owned a small portion of the land only. The numbers given here, though, are partly conjectural, as exact
statistics of population and land ownership did not exist at that time, and partly distorted, as most lands in
Palestine at that time were owned by the State and not by Arab or Jewish individuals, communities or
organizations.



3. The Balfour Declaration fully contradicted what had been agreed upon with Sharif
Hussein [ruler of Mecca who had started the Arab revolt against Turkish rule in 1916]
within the Hussein-McMahon correspondence, where Palestine was included within the
borders of the [promised] independent Arab state [under Hussein].

Why is the Balfour Declaration considered invalid legally and historically?

Activity

Let us study and discuss: How did the British internal conditions emanating from the First
World War contribute to the issuance of the Balfour Declaration?

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 78-82

...In 1975 Israel was denounced by the UN General Assembly in its thirtieth session within
Resolution No. 3379 which said: “The United Nations General Assembly affirms that Zionism
is a form of racism and racial discrimination.”

This resolution was cancelled by the United Nations in 1991.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 71

Grade 12
References to Zionism in books for grade 12 are very few.

The Zionist movement focused its attention on Turkey since its inception. Against this
background | will explain:

A. The Zionist movement’s attempts to have close relations with Turkey.

B. The implications of the Israeli-Turkish cooperation on each of Syria and Irag.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 155

These racist practices by Israel since its establishment in 1948 prompted the United Nations to
issue its resolution no. 3379 on 10.11.1975, which considered Zionism a form of racism and
denounced all its racist practices against the Palestinians. It is worth noting that this resolution
was abolished according to a proposal presented by the United States on 16.12.1991, following
the implications of the second Gulf War and the beginning of the peace process...

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 125-126

D. Jewish Holy Places

A prominent feature of all Palestinian textbooks is non-recognition of any Jewish holy place in
the Holy Land. This line is continued in books for grades 11 and 12 as well. A Christian
Education textbook for grade 11, however, does admit that the country is holy to the
monotheistic religions, but it does not elaborate and does not mention the issue of Jewish holy
places specifically. In any case, this is a book used by Christian students only who form a
minority in Palestinian society.

Grade 11

Our land is sacred also to the other monotheistic religions because of the events that took place
here, which interest the followers of these religions.
Christian Education, Grade 11 (2005) p. 78

The conflict between Jews and Muslim over the Wailing Wall is referred to in the following
piece, without the slightest recognition of the fact that the Wall is holy to the Jews. In fact, they
are presented here as attempting to take hold of a Muslim holy place.



Al-Burag Wall [the Wailing Wall]

This is the western wall of the Noble Sanctuary [Al-Haram al-Sharif — Temple Mount], and it is
a Muslim endowment [Wagqf]. It was named Al-Buraq after the [heavenly winged] beast, which
the Messenger [i.e., Prophet Muhammad] rode in [his] nocturnal journey and ascension to
Heaven [Al-Isra’ wa al-Mi’raj — according to Muslim belief] and it stopped next to the western
wall. The Jews call it the Wailing Wall.** The Muslims permitted the Jews in the reign of the
Ottoman sultan Suleiman the Magnificent to visit the western wall of the Noble Sanctuary and
that was reconfirmed during the rule of [the Egyptian governor] Ibrahim Pasha in the period
between the years 1831-1840. But the Jews took advantage of Muslim tolerance and tried to
take hold of the wall by various means among which was their attempt to buy the open space
[in front of it] from the Muslims. In addition, they put there a screen to separate between men
and women, put [there] tables and a wooden cabin, lit candles, put [small pieces of paper
carrying] prayers in the wall’s cracks, brought horns and blew them. These practices aimed at
taking control of it, which instigated the Muslims. Therefore the Arabs complained to Britain
against these practices and, accordingly, all that the Jews had put in the Al-Burag yard was
removed, which led to their staging a demonstration in protest of British measures.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 9

Grade 12

The following piece connects between Muslim and Christian holy places and the Arab-
Palestinian character of the country. The Jewish connection to some of those holy places is
ignored.

Palestine was and still is an integral part of the essence of the Arab and Muslim state in
history]. The architecture styles within it are connected to its geographic position and to its
spiritual and historical standing, being the meeting place of the monotheistic religions and a
refuge of prophets and messengers [of God]. In it gathered cultures of peoples and tribes, which
came to know one another on its lands and formed in its daily chronicles unique events and
pages filled with this place’s distinctness, especially in patterns of its architecture, cities,
villages, mosques, churches, the forms of its houses, roads, neighborhoods, alleys, markets...

The architectural and cultural heritage in Palestine takes the form of ancient buildings and
installations built by man on this blessed land... like the ones found in the Holy Sanctuary in
Jerusalem [Temple Mount], the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and the lbrahimi
Sanctuary in Hebron [the Machpelah Sanctuary, or the Cave of the Patriarchs]...

These buildings and installations symbolize and distinguish the Palestinian people and its
national identity, which it is proud of and strives to preserve and which serves as a clear
evidence of its right to this land...

The destruction attempts by the enemies of this people with a view to changing the facts and
hiding any remnant showing the depth of Arab and Muslim civilization in this land, and
obliterating its authentic face in order to replace it with another, alien, face...

The neglect of historical buildings of heritage... threatens to cut off the sentimental connection
between the people and its heritage and past, and makes of it an object to dissolution and
annexation [to others].

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 16-17

Following is a text about Muslim and Christian holy places in Palestine. Jewish holy places
there are ignored.

4 «“The Wailing Wall” is a Christian name. The Jews call it “the Western Wall”.



The Arab homeland contains important religious sites to which Muslim and Christian pilgrims
come from different parts of the world... as the case is with Palestine where Muslim and
Christian holy places are found in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Nazareth and other
Palestinian cities.

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 143



Chapter Three: Israel
A. Israel and Palestine

Grade 11

As in formerly published textbooks, Palestine takes Israel’s place as the sovereign state in the
region. Its territory covers not only the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, but also pre-1967 Israeli
territory and regions and sites within Israel in its pre-1967 borders are presented as
Palestinian. Israel’s establishment in 1948 is dubbed ““occupation”, which indicates the PA
non-recognition of its legitimacy. Israeli pre-1967 territory is referred to as “the Lands of
1948”. But side by side with these manifestations of non-recognition of Israel we find for the
first time in the history of PA schoolbooks publication the name of Israel on two maps and a
reference to Israeli pre-1967 territory as “Israel”.

The name “Palestine” is originally Greek. It was mostly used by the Greeks to denote the lands
where the ancient Philistines had used to live. In 138 CE it was introduced by the Roman
emperor Aelius Hadrian as the new name of the province that had been called until then
“Judea”. The reason for this change was political, following the suppression of the Jews’ last
great revolt under Shimon Bar Kokhba against Roman rule between the years 132-135 CE. The
Romans then decided to wipe out the Jewish character of the country by changing its name and
by reestablishing Jerusalem as a Roman city under the name ““Aelia Capitolina”. The following
text, taken from a PA history book for grade 11, attempts to Arabize both the name and the
ancient Philistines (who were an Indo-European nation that presumably immigrated to the
country from Crete around the 12" century BCE).

The Name “Palestine” [“Filastin” in Arabic]

There are a number of views regarding the origin of the name “Palestine”:
The term is formed by two words — “fils”, which means “crust” [actually, “fils”
means “scale”], and “tin”, which means “soil”. The meaning of the combined
word thus becomes “the soil’s crust” as an indication to the practice of
agriculture by the inhabitants of this region.
Some say that the name “Palestine” is taken from [the word] “fIsht” or “plst”
meaning “peasant” or “tiller of the land”*.
[It is] related to the tribe of Philistia which emigrated from the Arabian
Peninsula because of the draught and settled in the southern [part] of southern
Syria (Palestine), though there are others who say that this name is related to
the tribe of Philistia which emigrated from the Arabian Peninsula to the Island
of Crete and [later] settled in southern Palestine.
In dictionaries of the English language the term “Philist” appears in the
meaning of a rude and unruly man. It probably conforms to what appears in
God’s words in the Holy Qur’an: “there are a giant people in it [the land]” (al-
Ma’idah, 22).

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 8

Yet this very book mentions in some detail the Jews’ ancient history in the land in a manner
unprecedented before in any PA textbook (and see above, in the section about the Jews in
history).

15 «prst” (sometimes pronounced “Peleset”) was the Philistines’ name given to them by the ancient
Egyptians. “Pleshet” or rather “Plishtim” (in plural) was their Hebrew name, probably used by both
Israelites and Canaanites, with the possible connotation of “invaders” (“polshim” in modern Hebrew).



A map of the central parts of the country distinguishing the areas of the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip by a different color but without any names on the map itself, which is titled “map of
the State of Palestine (Settlements)”. A smaller map of the whole country has the Palestinian
Authority’s emblem over it, again, with no identifying names at all.
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Map of the State of Palestine (Settlements)
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 20

The preceding item, as well as the following one, features the phenomenon of identifying the
Palestinian Authority as a state. This tendency, which has repeated itself since almost the
beginning of the PA textbook publication process, is manifested as well on the cover of each
book where the phrase “the State of Palestine” appears on the top part.

I will look for the most important economic natural resources in each of the following Arab
states:

1. Palestine.
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 72



...The EU occupies the central position among the granting states, which offer their help either
to Palestine or to other Arab states.
Contemporary lIssues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 41

Following are a few mentions of regions in pre-1967 Israel, which are presented as
Palestinian.

... The Negev desert in Palestine...
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 58, 93

... The region of Wadi Arabah [the Aravah Valley] in southern Palestine.
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 93

In the following quotation Palestine is presented as bordering Lebanon.

... The Naqurah shore on the Palestinian-Lebanese border.
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 110

In the following quotation the mineral springs of al-Hamah [Hamat Gader] are presented as
Syrian, though according to Mandatory borders they belonged to Palestine. It seems that the
Syrian pre-1967 occupation of this area has made the Palestinians relinquish it as part of
historical Palestine.

... The Syrian al-Hamah [hot] springs...
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 50

On the other hand, there is a satellite photograph of the country, probably taken from an Israeli
source, on which the boundaries of Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip are shown. It is
interesting to note that Israel in this case includes the Golan Heights, taken from Syria in 1967.

[Satellite photograph]
Physical and Human Geography, Grade
11, Part 2 (2006) cover page




Israel’s establishment in 1948 is considered an occupation.

The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the war of 1967 in
order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in 1948 from the lands occupied by it
in 1967

Modern and contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 57

On the other hand, and for the first time ever, the name ““Israel” appears on two maps of the
country. These are Israeli maps reproduced in a PA history textbook.

/
(Ol g0 Uy ) E [ s i oy )
Map of Alon’s Project Map of Sharon’s plan
“lIsrael” “lIsrael”

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 57-58

Also, and for the first time as well, Israeli territory is referred to as “lIsrael” rather than the
usual terms of ““the Lands of 48", “the Interior”, or “the Green Line”, as is found in former
books.

It [Israel] also decreased the number of workers from Gaza and the West Bank to a fifth of the
number of workers who were allowed to work in Israel.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 86

But the old-style reference is still to be found there as well.
On June 23, 2002 Israel announced the beginning of the construction of a wall 600-1,000 km

long and 7-8 m high to separate between the lands of 1948 and the lands of 1967.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 92



Grade 12

Israel’s establishment is occupation and Israel’s status of a sovereign state is not recognized.
Palestine is presented instead as the sovereign state in the region and is made to include
regions and borders, which are Israel’s today.

I will explain the racist policy pursued by Israel after its occupation of Palestine in 1948 until
1967.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 178

... The Catastrophe [Nakbah], which took place in 1948, as the Jews occupied Palestine and
established their state on its soil, and expelled the Palestinian people to exile and to the
neighboring states after having tortured it, killed it and robbed its land, homes and holy
places...

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 109

The Zionist gangs usurped Palestine, expelled its people from their cities, villages, land and
homes and established the state of Israel.
Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 104

The British Mandate over it [Palestine] lasted until 15.5.1948. The Zionist forces succeeded in
occupying about 77.4% of Palestine’s surface and then completed its control over the rest of
Palestine following the June war of 1967.

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 15

Maps showing the whole country as one state sometimes called “Palestine”.
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Military and Political Alliances
“Palestine”
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 72



\I"he Nile Basin

‘Palestine”

History of the Arabs and the
World in the Twentieth
Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 153

The Middle East
“Palestine”

Contemporary Issues, Grade 12
(2006) p. 27



Some Tourist attractions in the Arab Homeland “Palestine”
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 143
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Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 146

Palestine is presented as a sovereign state facing the Red Sea although in reality neither the
West Bank nor the Gaza Strip is connected to that coast, which is Israel’s.

...States, which face the sea on two maritime fronts, such as Palestine and Egypt on the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea...
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 105

The following piece presents Palestine as a state in a form very similar to that of Israel.



...A state’s form may be close to [that of] a rectangle, which stretches... from north to south
like Chile, Palestine, Sweden and Norway...
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 110

Other quoted pieces presenting Palestine as a sovereign state.

Many states of the world are considered tourism states because they embrace important
historical and archeological monuments such as Egypt... And Palestine, which embraces the
ancient monuments of the Canaanite, Greek, and Roman civilization, as well as the monuments
of Muslim civilization...

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 130

Palestine is among the prominent states famous for religious tourism...
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 138

Israeli Nazareth is mentioned among the cities included within the state of Palestine.

The Arab homeland contains important religious sites to which Muslim and Christian pilgrims
come from different parts of the world... as the case is with Palestine where Muslim and
Christian holy places are found in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Nazareth and other
Palestinian cities.

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 143

On the other hand, the following piece on Palestinian nature reserves speaks exclusively about
such places in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and asks the student to add some more nature
reserves to the list.

For discussion: Among the nature reserves in Palestine [are the following]: the reserve of Umm
al-Rihan and Umm al-Tut in Jenin [District], Wadi Qana in Nablus [District], Umm Safa and
Al-Naby Saleh in Ramallah [District] and Wadi Gaza. Do you know of other nature reserves in
Palestine?

Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 24

In the following case Israeli territory is mentioned as such, instead of the usual reference to it
as “the lands of 1948, etc.

...To that one should add the elimination of the freedom of movement of [Palestinian]
workforce and goods between the Palestinian territories and Israel, as more than 120 thousand
Palestinian workers have been denied access to their work places inside Israel.

...The movement of Palestinian products between the areas of the Palestinian National
Authority and Israel...
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 44

There is also one case in which the Palestinian areas are referred to by the term “the occupied
territories” with an implied notion that Israel’s pre-1967 territory is not part of the occupied
territory.

... That has brought about the rise of unemployment averages and, consequently, the expansion
of poverty range among the Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories.

...On the other hand, the Israeli authorities dump the markets of the occupied territories with
large quantities of Israeli agricultural products in order to protect Israeli farmers.
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 44



B. Israel’s Image

As in formerly published textbooks, Israel’s image is wholly negative. Israel is never presented
as a neighbor having its own legitimate rights and interests, but rather as an occupier and a
source of evil inflicted by it on its Palestinian victims. Israel’s primary sin is its very
establishment on Palestinian lands, which is considered foreign occupation. As such it has full
responsibility for the 1948 war, although the Arab side, including the Palestinians, was the one
who initiated that war in defiance of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947. The aftermath of the
war, namely, the seizure of more lands by Israel, the refugees’ flight and plight, Israel’s rule
over the Arab Palestinians of the 1948 lands, etc. is all counted against it. Then the occupation
of 1967 and the policies pursued in the occupied areas are listed as well, followed by Israel’s
incrimination as an entity perpetrating massacres and assassinations. Some of these
descriptions, pieces of poetry in particular, carry demonizing characteristics. It should be
noted, however, that the schoolbooks for grade 11, although critical of Israel in many ways, do
not contain extremely emotive hateful feelings, as can be found in earlier books and in books of
grade 12. Criticism is mostly rationalistic.

Grade 11

Israel’s establishment in 1948 is considered an occupation.

The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the war of 1967 in
order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in 1948 from the lands occupied by it

in 1967
Modern and contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 57

The refugee problem is presented as a result of Zionist planned expulsion operation. The
Palestinians and Arabs’ share of responsibility, having started the 1948 war in defiance of the
UN Partition Resolution and with a view to eliminating Jewish presence in the country (not a
single Jew was left in the few localities occupied by the Arabs in that war), is never discussed.

The Refugees
The Zionist forces used various methods in order to empty the Palestinian lands of their original

inhabitants. Among these methods is the psychological warfare on the radio belonging to the
“Haganah” [Jewish clandestine organization during Mandatory times], which was airing
rumors, in addition to killing operations perpetrated against the inhabitants of some cities and
villages, as happened in Deir Yassin, Tantura, Lydda and elsewhere, which brought about the
expulsion of about one million Palestinians to areas inside Palestine and outside it, such as the
Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq and [other] various regions in
the world.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 38

Israel’s other sin is its efforts to change Palestine’s Arab identity into a Jewish one:
encouraging Jewish immigration, imposing restrictions on the Palestinian Arabs within its
territory, confiscating Arab lands and massacring Arab villagers.

...Some 156 thousand Palestinians remained living in their homes, which came under Israeli
control in 1948. They were concentrated in the regions of Galilee, the Triangle [east of the
coastal plain between Tel Aviv and Haifa] and the Negev.

Israel resorted to many measures with a view to making the Palestinian land Jewish,
guaranteeing the prevalence of the Jewish element, obliterating [its] Palestinian-Arab character,
gathering the largest possible number of world Jews and having them settle in Israel in order to
cause a demographic transformation in their favor at the Palestinians’ expense. Among these



measures were the encouragement of Jewish immigration into Palestine and provide the Jews
with facilities. The Israeli government enacted laws of which the most important one was the
Law of Return of 1950, which stipulated that the Jews of the world are entitled to immigrate to
occupied Palestine.

The Israeli government enacted in 1952 the Naturalization Law, which grants Israeli citizenship
to the Jews who immigrate to Palestine and at the same time imposed on the Palestinian Arabs
[within its territory] the acquisition of Israeli citizenship. In spite of the acquisition of [Israeli]
citizenship by the Palestinians they did not enjoy the rights and privileges enjoyed by the Jews
in Israel and measures were taken against them, which limited their freedom of disposal of
property, freedom of speech and organization and the freedom of movement, work and
residence. It also intervened in the educational curricula in school and put restrictions on
municipalities and local councils in the Arab cities and villages.

Israel employed the policy of violence in order to force the Palestinian inhabitants to leave their
houses and lands. The best example for that is the massacre it perpetrated against the
Palestinian inhabitants in the village of Kafr Qassem on October 29,1956 at the eve of the
tripartite aggression against Egypt, of which the number of victims reached 49 Palestinians
from among the village inhabitants.
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Movement of inhabitants between the years 1948-1951

[Blue]: Jewish immigration

[Brown]: Palestinian refugee movement

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 41



...Israel continued its policy, which aimed at occupying [Arab private] land and seizing it by
various means through buying it with money and transferring its ownership to the “Jewish
National Fund”, or [by means of] taking possession of it for military and security purposes, or
under the pretext that it is state land or wasteland. Israel put its hand on the property of the
Palestinians who had been forced to leave their lands and established for this purpose a special
department, which was named “Department of Arabs’ Property” to oversee the property of
those ones who are absent from their land and guarantee the transfer of its ownership to the
Jewish National Fund. In order to facilitate its control of land the Israeli government resorted to
enacting the law of 1949, which gives the Chief of Staff of the Israeli army the right of closing
any lands for the purpose of military training. Its aim by that was the building of cities and
settlements for settling down Jews and using lands for agriculture.

What was the Palestinian Arabs’ position vis-a-vis the Israeli measures which aimed at seizing
land?

...[This] Israeli policy faced a strong opposition on the part of the Palestinians the intensity of
which gradually increased and took several forms of which the most prominent one was the
popular uprising in May 1958 in the cities of Nazareth and Umm al-Fahm.

Activity
I will conduct research and write a report about one of the destroyed Palestinian villages.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 41-43

Israel is presented as an aggressor. The reasons for its move against Egypt in 1956 (terrorist
attacks from the Gaza Strip and the closing of the Gulf of Agaba to Israel-bound shipping) are
not mentioned.

Israel occupied the Gaza Strip [in October 1956] during the tripartite aggression against Egypt,
but it was forced to withdraw from it in March 1957. Following the Israeli withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip it was put again under Egyptian administration.

What were Israel’s goals in [its] participation in the tripartite aggression against Egypt?
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 42

Most of the criticism focuses on Israel’s policy on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Israeli Policy after the War of 1967
Israeli policy vis-a-vis the Palestinian people was crystallized in the following spheres:

Land Confiscation

Israeli authorities resorted to the implementation of several laws with a view to seizing control
of Palestinian lands the most important of which were [the following ones]:

A. The former laws on which the Israeli authorities relied in confiscating lands:

1. The Confiscation for Public Purposes Law of 1943. This law stipulates the
confiscation of lands for public interest in order to build vital projects such as
schools, hospitals, highways and necessary services, as is specified in the
document on the following page.

2. The Emergency and Public Security Regulations of 1945. These are a
collection of regulations and laws enacted by the British Mandatory
government under the pretext of safeguarding public order in society and
observing the inhabitants’ security. The Israeli authorities have taken
advantage of them in confiscating or closing land for security purposes or
military training.

B. Laws enacted by the Israeli authorities after 1967:




1. Absentee Property Law. The Israeli authorities promulgated this law on July
23, 1967. It deals with the absentees’ movable and immovable property. The
Custodian of Absentees’ Property has been entrusted with the mission of
guarding the absentees’ property until the return of their owners. He is entitled
to dispose of it through its administration, or renting it, of buying and selling it.

Absentee: A person who left the West Bank before June 7, 1967 or on that day
or after.

I will explain: The lIsraeli authorities hurried to hold a population census in
Jerusalem on 25.7.1967.

2. Compensation Law. This law is considered complementary to the Absentee
Property Law. Its goal is settlement of absentees’ property seized by Israeli
authorities.

[An Israeli document in Arabic titled “Seizure of Part of Jerusalem Lands”]

How would you explain [the fact] that the Israeli authorities retained laws from
the time of the British Mandate over Palestine?™

3. Registered State Land Law. This law defined the administration of government
property by seizing all lands, which were registered under the name of the
Jordanian government, as state lands.

4. Declaring non-registered lands as state lands. These are the lands, which the
process of their registration was not completed due to the 1967 war such as the
wastelands left for public utility like pasture lands, forests and Miri lands.

Miri land: Government lands suitable for agricultural use the cultivator of
which for more than three years is entitled to lay hold of it.

What are the ways used by the Israeli authorities for transformation of land into
wasteland?

5. Outline plans. The Israeli authorities prepared plans and outline plans for cities
and villages in order to clarify their borders, surface and sections.

What were the Israeli authorities’ goals in preparing outline plans?
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 54-57

[Jewish] Settlement
Israeli policy in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip after the war of 1967 focused on the
consolidation and strengthening of Jewish presence there and prepared settlement projects such
as:
1. The Alon settlement project of 1968. Yig’al Alon, one of the leaders of the
Israeli Labor Party, proposed to annex a strip of land 10-15 km wide along the
Jordan Valley to the Dead Sea. He [also] proposed border amendments on the
Green Line, especially in the areas of Qalgilyah and Tulkarm.

1° These very laws were retained as well by the Jordanian and Egyptian governments within the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, respectively. Similar measures were taken with regard to Jewish property there
between 1948-1967.



The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the
war of 1967 in order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in
1948 from the lands occupied by it in 1967

What was this project’s goal?

Map of Alon’s Project

2. The Sharon settlement project of 1982. The project aimed at consolidating [Jewish]
settlement in all areas uninhabited by Arab population, where [Jewish] settlements
were to be built on the hilltops of the West Bank, in its valleys, above the water
aquifers and in the strategically important areas, and bypassing roads were to be built in
all parts of the West Bank.

Why does the Israeli authorities rely on building roads in the West Bank?

Map of Sharon’s Plan

s i )




3. [Jewish] settlement in Jerusalem [See in the sub-chapter on Jerusalem].

4. [Jewish] settlement in the Gaza Strip. The Pegs (Fingers) Project. Yisrael Galili, head
of the governmental Committee for Colonialist Imperialism [rather, for Settlement
Affairs] prepared this project. The project aimed at dividing [the] Gaza [Strip] into
three blocks separate from one another by Jewish settlements, in a way that would later
enable the annexation of these blocks to the neighboring regions in Israel. The northern
block will be annexed to the Ashkelon area, the central one — to the Beer Sheba area
and the southern one — to the Eshkol region neighboring the outskirts of Rafah."’

Where were the [Jewish] settlements in the Gaza Strip concentrated and what was the
purpose of that?
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Map showing the [Jewish] settlements in the Gaza Strip
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 59

The Settlements in the Gaza Strip
All the settlements were evacuated and destroyed in 2005 in implementation of the
Israeli unilateral disengagement plan.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 57-59

17 It seems more likely to assume that the annexation plan referred to the Jewish settlements in the Gaza
Strip rather than the immensely populated Palestinian areas there.



A gloomy picture of the Palestinian economy in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is presented
and the blame is put exclusively on Israeli occupation practices.

Israeli Economic Policy in the Occupied Territories

Israeli authorities strove to make Palestinian economy subsidiary to their own economy through
their control over the Palestinian economic and human resources such as land, capital,
consumption market and labor.

Why did Israel strive to make Palestinian economy dependent on it?
[Israel] carried out this policy in the following fields:

The Agricultural Sector

It [Israel] confiscated vast tracts of agricultural lands and took control of water [resources]. It
also closed the Israeli market to Palestinian agricultural production with a view to protecting its
own agricultural products.

The Industrial Sector

High taxes were imposed on local manufactured goods such as Value Added Tax. The absence
of government subsidies and investments in the Palestinian industrial sector did not enable
Palestinian industry compete with Israeli industry, which led to the closure of some Arab
factories.

Value Added Tax: A tax imposed by the occupation authorities on Palestinian manufactured
goods at the rate of 17% of the goods’ value. It applies to all commercial transactions and
deals.™®

Commerce

Palestinian exported goods to Israeli markets were solely goods manufactured on the basis of
contracting arrangements with Israeli firms, such as clothes, leather manufactured goods and
some construction materials. The Israeli authorities were controlling the issuance of import and
export permits and imposed high customs rates.

18 VAT was introduced into Israeli economy in the 1970s and by no means was it imposed on
Palestinians alone. Its present rate is 15.5%.
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The development of the balance of trade between  The development of the balance of trade
the Gaza Strip and Israel between the West Bank and Israel
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 60

In favor of which side is the balance of trade?

[Israel] closed the Arab banks [which had operated in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip before
1967] and caused damage to the Palestinians’ savings due to inflation and the continuous
change of the Israeli currency’s value. It also burdened the [Palestinian] inhabitants with high
taxes such as the Value Added Tax, Income Tax and municipality taxes such as the Arnuna
Tax.

The Arnuna Tax: A tax collected by the Municipality of Jerusalem in return for services, which
sometimes reaches with its accumulated fines an amount that equals the price of the landed
property.*

Why did the Israeli government resort to imposing many taxes on the population?
These practices drove many Palestinians to become cheap workforce in the Israeli market

where Palestinians formed a third of the workforce in the construction, agriculture and industry
sectors.

9 Arnuna is the main municipal tax everywhere in Israel, not only in Jerusalem.
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Proportional distribution of workforce inthe  Proportional distribution of workforce in the
Gaza Strip West Bank
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 61

The increase of Arab workforce ratio in Israeli economic activities deepens the economic
dependence of the occupied territories on Israeli economy. I will explain that.

In order to ease the economic pressures in the occupied territories the Israeli authorities resorted
to the policy of the open bridges and border-passes with Jordan and Egypt, as the gates were
opened to Palestinian capable individuals to emigrate and work abroad and the markets of some
Arab states were opened to Palestinian agricultural and industrial production. At the same time,
Israel prevented the entrance of raw materials needed by the Palestinian industry from abroad
into the occupied territories.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 59-61

...Palestine is an area whose development is being hindered.
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 16

Israel’s policies, which hinder Palestinian economic and social development is an emphasized
theme in the PA textbooks, and note in the following item the recurring use of the epithet
“Imperialist” or “imperialistic” in this context, which is a new phenomenon. Also, note the
blame put on Israel for the Palestinian women’s meager participation in economic activity.

Development in Palestine

The imperialistic policies imposed by Israel inside the occupied Palestinian territories have
hindered human development through raising obstacles to education and pursuing repressive
measures, which have led to the arrest of large numbers and the injury of others some of whom
have become permanently disabled. Development has been also hindered in the fields of
industry, agriculture, commerce and services.




The Israeli Imperialist authorities also seized the water resources and large portions of
Palestinian lands and established on them a large number of settlements.

As a result of the imposition of military siege and the prevention of contact between the
Palestinian economy and the external economies, whether Arab or foreign, the Palestinian
economy has been subjected to the Israeli economy and has become subordinate to it. It [now]
serves the Israeli Imperialist interests.

This subordination relation brought forth several obstacles, which together brought about the
hindrance of development in Palestine. It is possible to present these obstacles as follows:
Israeli colonialist Imperialism.
The almost complete subordination of the Palestinian economy to the Israeli
economy.
The military closure, which prevents movement of goods and residents.
Absence of [Palestinian] control over the economic resources such as land, water, etc.
Absence of [Palestinian] control over the borders, the cross points and the Gaza port.
Absence of [Palestinian] control over internal and external markets.
Meager participation of women in the fields of economic activity.

In addition, the policy of Israeli occupation has brought about the increase of abuses, especially
in human aspects. Military raids, assassinations and house demolitions increased. As a result of
the military closure rates of unemployment and poverty increased. All these policies have led to
the deterioration of Palestinian economy and blew up the illusions [of those who] had believed
that comprehensive development could be achieved. Thus, continued human development is
impossible under the hegemony of occupation.

Contemporary lIssues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 19

... This share [of the agricultural sector in Palestinian economy] diminished in the 1980s to
about 22%, as a result of the policies of Israeli occupation, such as encouraging employment
outside the agricultural field — in the sectors of construction and services, for example, and
dumping the Palestinian markets with Israeli agricultural production surplus, in addition to
monopolizing the handling of agricultural production requisites.

The people of Palestine and the land of Palestine have faced the most dangerous operation of
uprooting, banishment and [foreign] settlement in modern times, which have remarkably
influenced the agricultural section... The occupation of Palestine, both land and people, had an
evident impact on hindering agricultural development especially so as Israeli occupation has
focused its whole attention on swallowing up lands and on forcing their owners to emigrate by
various means. We can summarize the most important problems of agricultural development in
Palestine as follows:

First, denying the Palestinian people the capability of administering its own natural resources as
a result of Israeli occupation’s practice of land confiscation, closing large portions of it [to the
public] and declaring them military zones, establishing settlements and building bypassing
roads, in addition to the continuous practice of stealing Palestinian water. Another practice [by
Israeli occupation] is the limitation of freedom of movement of goods and services between the
[Palestinian] districts, on the one hand, and between them and the outside world, on the other
hand, which has increased production costs and weakened agricultural marketing...

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 12-13

The most important obstacles facing agricultural development in Palestine is:



2. Denying the Palestinian people the capability of utilizing its natural resources due to
[Israeli] occupation.
Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 16

Palestinian social ills and cultural deficiencies are attributed to policies pursued by Israeli
occupation authorities.

Social and Cultural Policy

The Palestinians suffered from poverty and unemployment because of occupation, which
brought about the diminishing of work opportunities and the absence of stability and security,
which drove many Palestinian youths to emigrate. In addition, the Israeli authorities isolated the
occupied territories from one another. It implemented specific laws in the West Bank and
designated others for Jerusalem. It also implemented other laws in the Gaza Strip, which
created many social and livelihood differences between the inhabitants of these regions.? It
also closed many Palestinian institutions, which had been servicing the inhabitants of the
occupied land such as the closure of the Arab welfare department in Jerusalem in 1973.

Why did Israel try to fragmentize Palestinian society’s unity?

As regards the education field the occupation authorities aimed at misleading the younger
generation and intervened in anything related to curricula, schools, students and teachers and
made some amendments in the Jordanian and Egyptian curricula, which were studied in each of
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It prevented the circulation of hundreds of books in the
occupied areas and omitted the chapters related to the Palestinian problem.?* Many teachers
were subjected to arbitrary dismissal and to arrest. Many schools and universities were closed
as a punishment for the students’ protests [against the occupation].

What was the goal of the measures taken by the occupation authorities in the field of education?
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 61-62

...The phenomenon of school dropouts spreads all over Palestine... It occurs due to
educational, personal, social and economic, among which [being]... arrest and prison...
Contemporary lIssues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 6-7

The Reasons for the Spread of the Phenomenon of Illiteracy in Palestine
There are several reasons for the spread of the phenomenon of illiteracy in Palestinian society:

Political reasons: The Palestinian people was exposed to difficult and overpowering political
pressure. It has succumbed to Israeli occupation for long years, which has brought about
regression of educational activity and increase of dropout rate from school, which leads to
illiteracy.

Economic reasons: ...The difficult political situation, subjugation and occupation, under which
the Palestinian people has lived, have had negative reflection on the Palestinian economy,
which increased the poverty averages. This obviously reflected on the educational activity and
the inability of many families to continue sending their sons to school...

Palestinian reality is characterized by special features, which distinguish it from other societies.
This distinctiveness stems from the nature of the conditions in which the Palestinian people has

20 \With the annexation of East Jerusalem to Israel it came under Israeli law, while in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip Jordanian and Egyptian law systems still prevailed, respectively, which is the cardinal
source of the differences.

21 The material struck out of the schoolbooks after 1967 included anti-Semitic references and incitement
to violence against Israel.



lived for the last five decades, which led to the destruction of this people’s social and economic
structure, to its dispersion, to attempts at obliterating its political identity and to the prevention
of its development, growth and prosperity...

Activity
Let us study and write in the school wall-magazine about the reasons for the spread of the
phenomenon of illiteracy in our own town.

Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 20-21

The phenomenon of drug abuse appeared in the Palestinian society during the era of Israeli
occupation...
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 6

One of the accusations against Israel says that it aspires to eradicating Muslim holy places in
Jerusalem and rebuilding the Third Temple instead.

The Islamic Conference Organization

It was decided to establish it in a resolution [adopted] by the summit conference of the Muslim
states in Rabat [Morocco] in 1969 following the crime of burning the al-Agsa Mosque by the
Zionists.”

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 113

The following is an illustration of a hologram of the Jewish temple over the existing Muslim
shrines on Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Though no explanation is given here, one may detect a
hidden message intended to rouse alarm in the student’s soul towards what is presented as
Jewish hidden intentions regarding this place.

Scientific Education,
Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p.
106

22 The culprit in this arson incident was a Christian Australian tourist who was later found mentally ill
and unable to stand trial and was therefore deported to his country and committed to an asylum there.



Israeli security measures vis-a-vis Palestinian violence since 2000 are portrayed as harmful to
the resisting Palestinian youths.

The majority of Palestinian young men and women today face several problems as a result of
Israeli occupation and its practices. They join more than others the political and combative
action and, consequently, they suffer most, as most of the martyrs, the wounded and the
arrested ones are young men and women.

...The generation of young men and women today lives in an economic, social and
psychological crisis caused by the atmosphere of the stifling siege, which is a result of the
closure, the check posts and the racist separation wall. These are practices imposed by Israeli
occupation authorities. These conditions lead to the restriction of freedom of movement of the
young men and women generation...

Contemporary lIssues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 4

I will study some of the problems facing transportation in Palestine.
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 106

The Separating Wall

On June 23, 2002 Israel announced the beginning of the construction of a wall 600-1,000 km
long and 7-8 m high to separate between the lands of 1948 and the lands of 1967. But it
swallowed up vast tracts of lands in the West bank and the Gaza Strip. This is what is called
“the Racist Separation Wall”. In spite of the wall’s illegality according to the International
Court of Justice’s decision on 9.7.2004 and the demand that Israel remove it, the Israeli
government still continues its construction. [Some] of the most important impacts of the wall
are the seizure of Palestinian lands and their dismemberment in most of its parts, not to mention
the existence of some 274 thousand Palestinians who live in towns and villages in areas
enclosed between the wall and the Green Line.

T I S s A ) |

A section of the separating wall
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 92



Following are several quotations taken from poems, which depict the image of the enemy (that
is, Israel) in a very negative light. Usurper, besieger, killer, etc. are some of Israel’s images
presented to the students.

| do not hate people and do not attack anyone

But if | am hungry | eat my usurper’s flesh

Beware, beware my hunger and my anger

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 28

I am Ahmad, the Arab. So let the siege come!

My body is the walls. So let the siege come!

| am the terminal point of fire. So let the siege come!

| am besieging you

Besieging you

And my bosom is all the people’s door. So let the siege come!

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80

...O lover

Get up from the inattentiveness of death

At the old gate

How were you not cautious when their patrol passed

On the road?

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80

Every newborn baby is a cloud

Every martyr is a tree...

Take my blood for you as ink

And compose praising poems

About the victorious massacres

And poison the [wheat] spikes

And demolish the houses

And open fire on peace

And smash the bones

It is not bad that they become a flowerpot —
Our smashed bones...

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80

Israel’s evil measures against the Palestinians include massacres and assassinations.

The Sabra and Shatila Massacre

After the exit of the Palestinian resistance [forces] from Lebanon, groups of the Lebanese
[Christian] Phalanges Party rushed into the Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in
Beirut and, with the support and cover of the Israeli forces stationed at the outskirts of the
camps, perpetrated a massacre in the two camps of Sabra and Shatila, which is considered one
of the ugliest massacres in human history. It lasted for three days — on September 16", 17" and
18™ 1982 — and its victims were some 3,500 Palestinian and Lebanese civilians.

Activity
I will write a report in the school wall magazine on the massacres of Sabra and Shatila.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 78-79

Israel resorted to all repressive means and measures in order to end the Intifada, which
extended to the Palestinian leaders abroad, first and foremost among them being Khalil al-
Wazir (Abu Jihad) whom Israel assassinated at his home in Tunis on 16.4.1988 because of his



direct role in the Intifada,?® and [also] collective arrests, imposition of curfew and the expulsion
policy. Among those expelled was the leader Fathi al-Shigaqi.

Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad): A Palestinian leader, born in
1935 in the town of Ramlah, fled as a refugee with his family
after the [1948] Catastrophe [Nakbah] to Gaza, joined the
University of Alexandria but could not complete his studies
[there], worked as a teacher in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait,
founded with some [other] fighters the Palestinian National
Liberation Movement (Fath). Israel succeeded in assassinating
him on 16.4.1988 at his home in Tunis.

Fathi al-Shigaqi

A Palestinian leader, born in the village of Zarnuga in the Jaffa
district and left with his family [in 1948] to the refugee camps
in Rafah, worked as a teacher and then as a doctor in Jerusalem
and founded the Islamic Jihad Movement. He was arrested
more than once until he was expelled to Lebanon in 1988.
Israel assassinated him in Malta on 26.10.1995.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 82

The Intifada adopted the method of popular war against the occupation with the consequent
confrontations between the two parties. A number of Palestinian leaders were assassinated,
amongzthem Salah Khalaf (Abu lyad), Hayil Abd al-Hamid (Abu al-Hawl) and Muhammad al-
Umari.”

Salah Khalaf (Abu lyad): A Palestinian leader who played a fundamental role in the struggle of
the Palestinian people against Israeli occupation. He moved to Kuwait in 1959 to work there as
a teacher. He formed with Yasser Arafat, Khalil al-Wazir [Abu Jihad] and others the Fath
movement. Later he moved to Lebanon. He faced many attempts on his life until he was
assassinated on 23.1.1991 in Tunis.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 86

I will explain the following:

A. The numerous agreements between the Palestinians and Israel

B. The construction of the separating wall by Israel

C. The assassination of many Palestinian leaders by Israeli forces
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 95

%% The immediate reason for the assassination was probably a Palestinian terrorist attack on a bus near the
Israeli city of Dimona.

2 They were killed in Tunis in January 1991, while the Desert Storm operation against Iraq was going
on. Media reports attributed the assassinations to agents of the rival Palestinian faction of Abu Nidhal.



Grade 12

Israel is depicted as a state of foreign settlers who expelled part of the indigenous population
and oppressed the others. It is compared to Colonialist cases such as South Africa and
Rhodesia.

The Colonialist Imperialist phenomenon is, in its essence, the existence of aliens in the midst of
the milieu of the original inhabitants of the country. They feel pure and superior, practice
against the original inhabitants various types of racial discrimination and deny their [i.e., the
original inhabitants’] national character. Colonialist Imperialism in modern times is found
mainly in Palestine, South Africa and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). Their existence constitutes a
fateful challenge to the peoples on which they impose themselves in order to acquire land by
whatever means, because land is the material foundation of the settlements as the settlers are
their human foundation. It should be noted that the Imperialist entity’s policy encouraging the
immigration of settlers does not open the door to all those who wish to settle. Rather, it
necessitates a certain type of settlers. This type in relation to South Africa and Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe) is the white-skinned European. As regards Israel, it is preferred that the Jew be a
European or American.”

The operation of attracting settlers was accompanied by the expulsion of the original
inhabitants, by denying them citizenship and economically exploiting them as cheap working
hands and servants among the settlers.

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 6-7

Colonialist Imperialism is concentrated in modern times in:
A. Egypt
B. Palestine
C. Uganda
D. Chile
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 166

Israel is sometimes referred to as an Imperialist entity, which expelled the country’s indigenous
population.

[Questions:]
I will put a “V” sign next to the correct phrase and an “X” sign next to the incorrect phrase:

The Imperialists expelled the original inhabitants as happened in Palestine.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 9

Ethnic cleansing aims at uprooting ethnic groups related to resistance, or groups, which strive
to change the political conditions and use the method of guerrilla warfare. Cleansing may be
caused due to a certain doctrine aiming at getting rid of some groups. Ethnic cleansing causes
on many occasions the creation of political problems difficult to be solved on the long run
because it prevents the expelled groups from returning to their homeland, as the case is with the
Palestinian refugees.

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 124

The Arabs’ victory on the sixth of October 1973 over the usurper of the Arab land...
Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 117

% As far as Israel’s Law of Return and official policy are concerned, all Jews, of whatever origin, are
welcomed. As a result of this policy, most Jews of Asian and African countries immigrated to Israel.



The usurpation of Palestine is not the only danger posed by Israel, which is presented as an
expansionist entity.

They think out of their transgression that the Euphrates [River] is theirs
And that the Nile [River] and the noble Kaaba® are their borders
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 80

Accordingly, aggression is one of Israel’s traits, which finds its expression in its relations with
the Arab neighboring states (and see the description of these relations in the sub-chapter titled
““the Palestinian Problem’ above).

Apart from that, Israel is blamed of more specific crimes such as rape, murder of children,
imprisonment, torture and killing of freedom fighters, house demolitions, etc. The obvious
conclusion:

Do not consider the occupier human [or humane — dha insaniyyah].
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 51

Among the allegories [the poet uses in his poem] is his saying: “the virgins fall down like
shooting stars”, as he likened the [Palestinian] virgin girls after having been raped [by Israelis
in 1948] to shining stars falling from the skies.

Arabic Language — Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 111

The German journalist approached to deliver her testimony in the case of the killing of the
school student in front of his fellow students.
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 17

Let us discuss: The Palestinian woman had a distinguished role in the popular resistance against
British Mandate and Israeli occupation. Hundreds of struggling women were exposed to arrest,
torture and martyrdom in the cause of the defense of the homeland.

Contemporary lIssues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 53

Those Ones with Special Needs

These are the people who suffer from total or partial disability in one of the senses or in
physical or mental capabilities... The proportion of these [people] within the Palestinian people
exceeds that in other peoples due to the occupation’s crimes, which result from injuries by
various [kinds of] weapons used against the Palestinians and from acts of physical and
psychological torture against them...

Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 152

...We would not have been content with the prison cell torment
And with oppression’s shackles and its bars

And would not have suffered from hunger and its deprivation
But for the sake of unbinding the crucified moon’s bonds

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 25

Our blood on the barbed wires of Ansar®’
Is dancing in the flaring sun at noontime...
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 38

Did you think that they were killed, as you secretly contrived?

%6 The Kaaba in Mecca is the Muslim holiest sanctuary.
2T An Israeli camp for Palestinian prisoners in Lebanon in 1982, which has become a symbol for Israeli
detention camps in general.



But they came back and were marked by the Blood Flowers
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54

The inhabitants’ houses were demolished by the occupation forces.
The occupation forces demolished the inhabitants’ houses.
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 56

We do not steal ancient monuments

We do not know what the taste of crime is

We do not burn books

And do not break pens

And do not rob the weak others

So, take your hands off our people

O deaf people who

Filled their ears with cotton and clay

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 66

You defeated armies but you did not defeat sentiment
You cut off the trees at their top and the roots remained
Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 80

God may put the believers to a test with fear to which they may be exposed due to their
enemies’ gathering against them, and with hunger and lack of property due to the economic war
against them or due to their expulsion and driving out of their land.

I will think: The noble [Qur’an] verses of [this] lesson touch the [present] reality of the
Palestinian people. | will explain that.
Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 10

Such policies have their psychological effect on the Palestinians and the students are requested
to have their own input to the general picture in this respect.

The Psychological Stress Experienced by the Palestinian People

The Palestinian people is exposed to many internal and external psychological pressures. It
suffered from numerous wars imposed on it, experienced many consecutive forced emigrations,
loss of land, houses, sons and sources of livelihood, in addition to closures, the siege, and
standing for long hours and being searched at the military road blocks. But it has managed to
record the most exalted examples of steadfastness and patience vis-a-vis the hardships.

I will speak of a situation | faced due to the occupation forces, which caused me psychological
stress.
Contemporary lIssues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 62

Other damages caused by Israel are mainly economic, social end environmental.

...As a result of the increasing advance of built-up areas into agricultural lands and the
confiscation of lands lately, the vanishing of agricultural lands has been accelerated.
Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 24

Arab tourism in Palestine is non-existent due to the occupation circumstances and the political
limitations.
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 144



Poverty in Palestine

The poverty phenomenon in Palestine has been aggravated with the consecutive political
catastrophes, which the Palestinian people has witnessed since the middle of the last century
until the beginning of the present century. Its sharpness has increased in latest years with the
rise of the arbitrary measures taken by Israeli occupation authorities.

The Reasons for Poverty in Palestine

[Some] of the reasons which have contributed to the aggravation of poverty in Palestine [are as

follows]:
The comprehensive closure imposed by lsrael on the [Palestinian] territories, the
increase of Israeli limitations and siege and the systematic destruction of Palestinian
economy and social structure, which has become aggravated with the beginning of the
Al-Agsa Intifada in 2000 and the ensuing limitation of the Palestinians’ movement
between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. To that one should add the elimination of
the freedom of movement of [Palestinian] workforce and goods between the Palestinian
territories and Israel, as more than 120 thousand Palestinian workers have been denied
access to their places of work inside Israel. In addition, thousands of other Palestinian
workers who were working in the local market have become unemployed as a result of
the standstill of many [Palestinian] workshops and factories because of the closure or
because they were subjected to destruction and ruin. That has brought about the rise of
unemployment averages and, consequently, the expansion of poverty range among the
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories.
Infliction of immense damages upon the productive sectors, the agricultural sector in
particular, and putting obstacles in front of the movement of Palestinian products
between the areas of the Palestinian National Authority and Israel, which prevents
Palestinian agricultural products from entering it except with a special permit and to a
very limited extent, and also between the West bank and the Gaza strip. On the other
hand, the Israeli authorities dump the markets of the occupied territories with large
quantities of Israeli agricultural products in order to protect Israeli farmers.
Confiscation of lands in order to expand existing [Jewish] settlements [in the West
Bank] and build new settlements, in order to construct many bypassing roads for the
settlements’ security, and in order to construct the racist separation wall, which has led
to the swallow up of wide areas of Palestinian lands and inflicted heavy damages upon
many Palestinian families, which have lost their only source of livelihood.
Destruction of the elementary infrastructure and striking water and electricity networks,
as well as institutions.
Its [i.e., Israel’s] control over Palestinian commercial transactions through its continued
control over Palestinian seaports and airports, cross points and borders and trade
policies.

The Palestinian refugees phenomenon, as the highest average of the spread of poverty
is found in the refugee camps where it reaches about 41.2%.
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 44-45

Studies show a decline in the ratio of working women in Palestinian society due to the political
circumstances emanating from the measures [taken] by Israeli occupation, which take the form
of military checkpoints, isolating the Palestinian cities from one another, tightening the grip
around the Palestinian economy and preventing Palestinian workers from working outside it,
which have caused the spread of unemployment among men and women and the scarcity of
work opportunities for women. The 2004 statistics showed that the rate of participation by
women in the work market was 13.2% of the total Palestinian workforce.

Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54



Women’s health in the Palestinian society, like that of other individuals of the [Palestinian]
people, is affected by the repressive policy of the occupation, by the ensuing shortage of health
services and by the increase of poverty.

Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54

Water in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is being polluted by way of increasing salinity rates,
which is explained by:

Increase of salinity rates of the Jordan River water as it has reached a point of 5224
milligram per one liter in 1991 because of Israel’s diversion of a large portion of its
water to the Negev region, on the one hand, and the diversion of water from the salty
springs in Beisan [Beit Shean] and Tiberias to it.

Increase of salinity rates of subterranean water [resources] in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip because of Israeli extensive and excessive pumping of subterranean
water...

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 86

[Questions]:

3 — I will conduct a research on the impact of the Jewish settlements on the pollution of the
Palestinian environment.

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 95

On the other hand, another book discusses water problems in Palestine with no reference at all
to either the Israeli occupation or Israeli settlements as a source for such problems, contrary to
what is encountered in other PA textbooks. See Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) from p.
122 onward.

A new accusation against Israel, appearing for the first time in a history textbook for grade 12,
is that it practices racial discrimination against the Palestinians. This new formula tends to
incorporate as well old accusations, such as the occupation of East Jerusalem in 1967, which
obviously do not relate to racism.

Zionist Racial Discrimination against the Palestinians
Since its establishment in 1948 Israel has taken a series of racist measures aiming at stressing
the Jewish character of its state and at changing the geographic and demographic conditions of
Palestine. Among these measures [are the following]:

1. Expelling the Palestinian people from its land and replacing it with Jews. In
spite of Resolution 194, which was issued on 11.12.1948 regarding the
Palestinians’ right of return and compensation, Israel has not recognized this
resolution and strives to remove the political character of the refugee problem,
transform it into a humanitarian and social problem and include it in the
framework of the projects of economic development in the region.

2. Enacting racist laws such as “the Law of Return” of 1950, by which every Jew has the
right to return to Israel, “the Naturalization Law” of 1952, which grants the incoming
Jew lIsraeli citizenship in order to give the state a Jewish character.

3. Treating the Palestinians who remained in their homeland as if they were minorities
and denying them a national title with the accompanying collective rights. Racist terms
are still used to this day in reference to them such as ‘the Arabs of Israel” or “the Arab
sector in Israel”.

4. Controlling lands and enacting laws which accomplish that, among which [are]: The
Absentee Property Law of 1950, the Israel Fund Law of 1953, etc. in order to regulate
the operations of forced confiscation of property of the absentee Palestinians and
transfer its ownership to Jews. The consecutive Israeli governments since 1948 up to
this day have refused to open the file of the Palestinian absentees’ property. This policy




continued following the occupation of the Palestinian territories in 1967 and it resorted
to a series of measures of which the goal is strengthening racial discrimination:

A
B.

Cc
D.
E

®m

These racist pra

Confiscating lands and establishing Jewish settlements on them.
Constructing roads, which cut the Palestinian territories and the use of which is
restricted to the settlers under the protection of the Israeli occupation forces.

. Occupying Jerusalem and annexing it to Israel.

Demolishing houses and destroying property.

Imposing the siege, as well as the policy of closing the Palestinian territories
for long periods, dismembering them by separating the West Bank from the
Gaza Strip, the attempt to close the Gaza Strip after the Israeli unilateral
withdrawal from it — which now takes place, and creating a sterile area under
security pretexts. The Palestinian cities and villages have become very similar
to the Bantustans,? having been encircled by [Jewish] settlements and camps
of the occupation forces.

Seizing control of water resources and depriving the Palestinians of their use.
The wall, which Israel began to construct after the eruption of the Al-Agsa
Intifada in 2000 and which has become known by [the epithet] “the Racist
Annexation and Separation Wall”. It did not stop at the limit of annexing lands
but exceeded that to dismembering the Arab settlements.

ctices by Israel since its establishment in 1948 prompted the United Nations to

issue its resolution no. 3379 on 10.11.1975, which considered Zionism a form of racism and

denounced all it

S racist practices against the Palestinians. It is worth noting that this resolution

was abolished according to a proposal presented by the United States on 16.12.1991, following

the implications

[Questions:]
I wi
H.
l.

Rac
A
B

Activity
Let us discuss t

of the second Gulf War and the beginning of the peace process...

Il explain the following:

Ethnic cleansing causes the creation of difficult political problems.

Israel’s rejection of Resolution 194 regarding the Palestinian refugees.

ial discrimination was prominent in Palestine and South Africa. | will explain:

. The foundations of racist policy pursued by lsrael in the Palestinian Arab
territories since their occupation in 1967.

he impact on the Palestinian people of the Racist Annexation and Separation

Wall constructed by Israel on the Palestinian lands. It is possible to be guided by the following:

Lim

itation of the Palestinians’ freedom of movement.

Fragmentation of Palestinian places of inhabitance.

Con

fiscation of lands.

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 124-

127

%8 A term used to
Apartheid regime

denote the fragmented “homelands” of the Bantu Africans in South Africa under the



The United Nations issued its resolution no. 3379, which considered Zionism a form of racism
in:

1. 1948
2. 1967
3. 1975
4. 1987

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 171

I will explain the racist policy pursued by Israel after its occupation of Palestine in 1948 until
1967.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 178

Its [i.e., the International Court of Justice’s] verdict is final and cannot be appealed, such as its
verdict given in the case of the separating wall constructed by Israel in the Palestinian
territories in 2004, which it [the Court] considered legally null and void and that it should be
removed. But Israel did not pledge to execute the verdict, and the Palestinians demand that the
[UN] General Assembly and the Security Council guarantee the execution of that verdict.

Why cannot the International Court of Justice execute its verdicts?
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 55

The formerly encountered accusation that Israel steals Palestinian water appears again in the
history book of grade 12, with an addition attributing to Israel designs regarding outer sources
such as the Nile.

The Water Situation in Palestine

...Water has remained at the top of Israel’s priorities. Accordingly, its decision in 1949 was to
nationalize water, which was regarded by it as the state’s public property. Following the 1967
war it was quick to issue several military ordinances regarding water, among which [were the
following]:

1. Transferring all powers concerning water to the military governor.

2. Granting the military governor complete authority of controlling all issues related to
water, as well as the right to refuse any license without giving reasons [for such
refusal].

All sources of water in the Palestinian territory became state property.
4. Forcing every citizen in the Gaza Strip to obtain the military governor’s consent if he
wanted to carry out any water-related project.

w

Israel succeeded in strengthening its control over Palestine’s water resources through [the
following]:

1. Digging of agricultural wells was limited.

2. lIsrael dug wells along the [old] Armistice Line with the Gaza Strip in order to use up
the fresh water and diminish the [quantity of fresh] water flowing to the coastal
subterranean aquifer in the Gaza Strip.

3. Digging many wells inside the Israeli settlements.
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Water in Palestine
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 149

One of the results of this policy was the increase of salinity in most wells of subterranean water
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which has prevented their use for agriculture and,
consequently, reduced agricultural production.

Israel consumes 86.5% of the total of Palestinian water. Throughout its occupation period of the
Palestinian territories it has not acted to develop water facilities. It also destroyed large portions
of the [existing] water facilities such as the destruction of wells and the destruction of irrigation
networks, reservoirs and water pipelines during the sweeping operations it conducted following
the eruption of the Al-Agsa Intifada in September 2000.%

These measures resulted in the emergence of several problems of which the most important
[ones were the following]:
1. The huge deficit in the subterranean aquifer.
2. Soil salification.
3. The inhabitants’ daily trouble in getting drinking water.
4. Increase of water salinity rates and increase of the depths where it can be found, which
has caused the closure of many wells.

2% Sweeping operations — removal of trees and installations along rural roads used as cover for attacks
against passing vehicles.



5. Israel’s threat to stop water supply to many Palestinian cities.

For your Information: Water quantities in the Palestinian subterranean aquifer according to the
Oslo Accord.

...The Oslo Accord defined the quantity of water consumption as follows:

Region Water Quantity — Million Sg. Meters
The West Bank 127.4

The Gaza Strip 108

Total 235.4

[Israeli] settlements in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 60

Final total 295.4

How is it possible — from your point of view — to confront the water crisis in Palestine?
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 149-
150

[Questions:]
Israel strengthened its control of Palestinian water after the war of 1967. | will explain:
A. Israeli measures for taking possession of Palestinian water.
B. The most important problems which have resulted from the exhaustion of
Palestinian water by Israel.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 155

I will explain the following:
The impact of the Israeli measures on the Palestinian rights regarding water
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 179

Besides Palestinian water, Israel is involved in stealing Lebanese and Egyptian water and
plays an important role in conspiracies aimed at stealing the Arabs’ water by non-Arabs.

The Water of South Lebanon
Lebanon enjoys sizable water resources because of its rainfall abundance and its many rivers,
among which [are the following]:

1. The Litani River, which is considered the longest river in Lebanon... Israel managed
to control it following its invasion of Lebanese territories in 1978, and took some
measures in order to impose its control over its water, such as:

A. Construction of huge pumps near the Khardali Bridge in the region of the
Security Belt.*

B. Construction of huge pipes 10 km long from the river watercourse to the town
of Al-Tayyibeh [in southern Lebanon].

C. Israel constructed huge reservoirs south of the town of Eita al-Sha’b [in
southern Lebanon] for storing the Litani water and distributing it to the
[Israeli] settlements in the region of Upper Galilee. It began to divert the water
of the Litani River to the Sea of Galilee [in Israel], using huge pipes. It
proposed to buy 400 million sg. meters of the Litani water under the pretext
that this quantity was not needed by Lebanon, because it did not have any
legal claim, which would allow it to share the river’s water [with Lebanon].

2. The Hasbani River, which originates from the slopes of Mount Hermon near
the town of Hasbaya in Lebanon... Israel seized control of the Hasbani water
following its invasion of Lebanese territories in 1982.

%0 The Security Belt — an area in south Lebanon, which was under the control of Israeli forces and the
South Lebanon Army (SLA) between the years 1985-2000.



It is worth mentioning that Israel still controls the strategically important Shab’a Farms, which
makes it dominate the Hasbani River and also overlook the course of the Litani River and the
Wazan [springs], which has made it [i.e., Israel] cling to this position and establish settlements
there.*

Diversion of the water of the Litani River®
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 150-
151

Geography plays an important role in the course of events and wars in the Middle East. In the
light of this phrase | will explain:

A. The motives, which directed Israel’s eyes towards south Lebanon.

B. The measures taken by Israel to control the water of the Litani River.

What are the results emanating from:
- The Israeli invasions of south Lebanon in 1978 and 19827

How would you explain:
- The strategic importance of the Lebanese Shab’a Farms?
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 155

%! The Shab’a Farms area was contested between Syria and Lebanon before 1967 and the Syrians used to
have sporadic police presence there. The area was occupied by Israel in 1967. The Israeli withdrawal
from south Lebanon in 2000 did not include the Shab’a Farms area, which was approved by the UN
observers who considered it part of the Golan Heights. The Israeli settlements on the slopes of Mount
Hermon are farther away from the Shab’a Farms area.

%2 The story about Israel’s taking water out of the Litani River for its own use is wholly imaginary,
including the data on the map.



Israel’s Role in the Conflict over the Nile’s Water

Following the war of 1967 and its seizing control of Sinai Israel dug wells close to the Egyptian
border. Egyptian engineers confirmed that Israel was stealing ground water from Sinai in a
depth of 800 meter below ground surface.

An Israeli engineer called Elisha’ Kali proposed a project in 1974 for bringing the Nile’s water
to Israel and published it under the title “Water of Peace”. It aimed at widening the Ismailiyyah
[fresh water] Canal in order to increase the flow of water in it in preparation for its transfer to
the [Israeli] Negev region to irrigate 2.16 million dunums® in order to absorb Jewish
immigrants.

Against this background Israel’s interest in Ethiopia seems special, for Ethiopia is the fountain
of the Nile River’s water, on the one hand, and the most important African state as far as Israel
is concerned security-wise, on the other hand. It is it [Ethiopia], which secures for it [Israel] a
foothold on the [shores of the] Red Sea, as well as control over it and control of its northern and
southern entrances. These Israeli convictions became concrete after it had learned the lessons of
the October War of 1973, when Ethiopia allowed Israel to keep military bases on the Red Sea,
which embodies the solid cooperation between the two states, with negative implications on the
Arabs in all spheres — security, political and military. That cooperation became evident with the
arrival of more than 400 Israeli experts to help Ethiopia construct the dams on the Blue Nile.
Their joint water projects aim at developing the lands on the Ethiopian-Sudanese border.

I will think: How is it possible to guarantee the security of Arab water in the light of the
preceding [material]?
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 154

I will explain Israel’s attempts at realizing its greedy ambitions regarding the Nile River.
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 155

% A dunum roughly equals 900 sq. meters.



Chapter Four: The Conflict

The conflict starts with modern Zionism and with Jewish mass immigration into Palestine.
Earlier historical contexts of this conflict are not discussed as such and Jewish historical
presence in Palestine is mentioned as an episode with no connection to the present situation.

A. The Palestinian Problem

Grade 11

...The Jews started immigrating to Palestine [in the 19" century] where the Jewish quarter was
established in the northeastern part of the city of Jerusalem in 1860*. In spite of that, the
number of the Jews in Palestine in that period did not exceed 11 thousand souls and they were
scattered in various cities. But, following the intensification of the calls in Europe for making
the Jews settle in Palestine, there started to appear some Jewish organizations in support of
colonizing the Holy Land such as the school of Mikveh Yisrael (Israel’s Hope) in 1870 on the
lands of the [Arab] village of Yazur near Jaffa, which was established by the World Israeli
Alliance [Alliance Israelite Universelle] (the Alliance association) for training the Jews in
agricultural works in order to make them settle in Palestine. Britain [as well] established the
Zion school in Jerusalem. The Austrian Jews had established there already in 1856 a Jewish
school named “Evelina de Rothschild”.

Question 5 — | will explain:
The [phenomenon of] land slipping out of the Palestinians’ hands into the Jews’ hands
during the second half of the nineteenth century.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 58-59

The First World War, the ensuing British occupation of Palestine, the Balfour Declaration, its
approval by the League of Nations and the formation of British Mandatory government in the
country were all fateful milestones — as seen by the PA textbooks — on the conflict course of
development, which continued later as one between the Jewish state and its neighbors, chiefly
the Palestinians.

Following is a poem written about the Palestine conflict in the 1920s by a Lebanese poet
residing in America.

The country of peace and the land of bliss —

When it becomes sad everyone is grieved

For Palestine’s mishap is the mishap of the highest ones
And the highest ones’ calamity is never insignificant
We have been sleepless because of it, as if the swords
Cut into our livers over here [i.e., in America]

How would sleep visit eyes

Which see around them signs of destruction?

And how would life be pleasant to a people

Upon which the world’s roads are closed?

Say to the Jews and their followers:

The glitter of desire has misled you!

If only had Balfour given you

A land of his, not a land of ours!

For London is more spacious than our Jerusalem

And London loves you more

Arabic Language — Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 78

% The Jewish Quarter is situated in the southern part of the Old City of Jerusalem and is much older.



Jerusalem flies black flags on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 60

Activity

Let us discuss: The League of Nations’ role in facilitating the establishment of the Jewish
national home in Palestine.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 8

Jewish immigration to Palestine continued through facilitations [provided] by the Mandatory
government, which helped the Jews to acquire land by a number of means such as:
1. It registered Arab land under the name of the Mandatory state and not under the name
of the Arab landowner, even though he proved his ownership.
2. Britain used military force against the Arabs in order to compel them to leave their
lands and depart, as happened in Wadi al-Hawarith [the present city of Netanyah] near
Tulkarm and in the Marj bin Amer Valley [Jezreel Valley].

% These were mostly swamplands belonging to Syrian and Lebanese absentee landlords. The British
government approved the transactions and saw to it that the Jews finance the resettlement of the tenants
elsewhere.



3. Economic restrictions by imposing high taxes on lands, which put the land owner under
the pressure of debt that he could not pay and, consequently, he had to sell it in order to
pay the accumulating debts.

4. Lands registered under the names of Lebanese and Syrian families and bought by the
Zionist Organization for a low price. They were assessed by thousands of dunums.*®
Some of these families are Sursuq, Tayyan, Khouri and others.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 17

Clashes erupted between the Arabs and the Jews [in August 1929]... The clashes spread to the
cities of Hebron and Safed... Britain formed a martial court for the trial of those ones who had
participated in the clashes and it issued its sentence in the Acre prison regarding the execution
of Fu’ad Hijazi, Ata al-Zir and Muhammad Jamjum...37

Why did the English execute three Arabs and did not execute any Jew?

Activity
I will research and write about the martyrs Fu’ad Hijazi, Ata al-Zir and Muhammad Jamjum.
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 9-10

The pace of the Arab-Israeli conflict increased following the imposition of the [British]
Mandate on Palestine in 1920... until Britain’s announcement of the end of its Mandate on May
15, 1948.

... The period between the years 1948-1967 is the period starting with the Arab-Israeli war and
Israel’s success in establishing its state on the greater part of Palestine, which is considered
larger than the area given to it within the Partition Resolution of 1947... The Israeli occupation
of the rest of the Palestinian lands in 1967... the settlement proposals for ending the Arab-
Israeli conflict and for creating a solution to the Palestinian problem, which were culminated by
the Oslo Accord and the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, the continuation of negotiations between the two parties, the Palestinian and
the Israeli, the stumbling and standstill of which led to the eruption of the Al-Agsa Intifada in
2000...

Introduction, Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006)
page not numbered

The history textbook for grade 11 fully admits, contrary to former PA books and contrary to the
subsequent books of grade 12, that it was the Arab side, including the Palestinians, who started
the war in 1948 in defiance of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947 and with the professed goal
of preventing the establishment of a Jewish state there.

The Arab League held several conferences in order to react to the UN commission which
recommended the partition [of Palestine between Arabs and Jews] and took a decision to
protest the partition of Palestine and oppose any resolution which would not decree the
establishment of an Arab state there, in addition to decisions regarding the formation of a
military committee and the gathering of Arab armies on Palestine’s borders, as was decided in
the city of Aley in Lebanon on 7.10.1947.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 29

%% One dunum equals about 900 square meters.

%" The clashes of 1929 were, in fact, Arab attacks on isolated Jewish settlements and on Jews residing in
Avrab cities. Some 70 Jews were massacred in Hebron and the rest fled the city. The British authorities
tried and hanged three out of hundreds of attackers.



The Arabs’ Position after the Issuance of the Partition Resolution
The Arab League decided... that the Partition Resolution is null and void and that it should be
foiled. Also, the Palestinian people should be assisted.

The Palestinian Resistance

The Palestinians rejected the Partition resolution and the resistance intensified... Britain had
announced that any intervention on the part of the Arab states in Palestine before May 15 will
be considered an aggression against it... Therefore, the Political Committee of the Arab League
decided... to enter Palestine on May 15, immediately following the British evacuation of
forces. In spite of the continuation of the Palestinian resistance, many Palestinian cities and
villages fell in the Jews’ hands one after another, such as Safed, Deir Yasin, al-Qastal, Tiberias,
Haifa, Jaffa and Beisan before May 15, 1948.

...The Jewish Agency held a meeting under the presidency of David Ben Gurion on 14.5.1948
in which it proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel on 15.5.1948.

Activity

I will conduct a research and write a report on the Palestinian resistance during the period
starting in the issuance of the Partition Resolution No. 181 until the ending of the British
Mandate on 15.5.1948.

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 30-31

The Arab-Israeli War of 1948

The pace of military actions between the Palestinians and the Zionist forces intensified
following the ending of the British Mandate over Palestine and the proclamation by the Jews of
the establishment of their state on May 15, 1948. In the face of this situation the Arab
governments decided to send their forces to Palestine in order to support the Palestinian people
in defending its land and to prevent the establishment of a Jewish state there.

In a memorandum he sent to the UN Secretary General, Abd al-Rahman Azzam, Secretary
General of the Arab League, explained the reasons, which caused the Arab governments’
military intervention. The sixth paragraph read:

“Whereas the security of Palestine is a sacred trust tied to the neck of the Arab states, and out of
desire to put an end to this situation and prevent it from becoming critical and turn into chaos,
the extent of which no one knows, and out of desire to prevent the spread of disturbances and
chaos in Palestine to the neighboring Arab states and fill in the vacuum existing in the
Palestinian government apparatus as a result of the vanishing of the Mandate and the absence of
a legitimate authority that would replace it, the governments of the Arab states considered
themselves aobliged to intervene in Palestine just for the purpose of helping its inhabitants to
restore peace and security.”

The Arab armies entered Palestine on 15.5.1948 following the ending of the British Mandate.
They consisted of about 14 thousand fighters from several Arab states among which [were]
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraqg, and forces from Saudi Arabia and Sudan joined the
Egyptian forces later. Barely two weeks passed since their entrance into Palestine until they
managed, with the Palestinian resistance, to take control over most of the regions there, which
caused the Jews to ask for help from the United States of America and Britain in order to
intervene immediately and stop the fighting.



R
o ""—-\-u

¢
__9._____
f

@

9 AL N1 A padl o poull
VAEA Ol pa po= Yo - YAEA L
A o t.:.il_g.i Ll R

\
1
A}
% \
Ayl ciigd & & % \“
A
1

Ay g Silgd !ﬂ

Map of the Arab-Israeli war, 1948
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 43

Following that, the Security Council decided to stop the fighting between the Arabs and the
Jews on May 29, 1948 for a period of four weeks... Both parties agreed to the truce, but the

Jews violated it three hours after the announcement of its implementation.
Why did the Jews demand from both the United States of America and Britain to intervene for
a ceasefire?

The Jews’ Achievements as a Result of the Truce
The Jews had several achievements as a result of the truce, of which the most important ones

were:



Lifting the siege from the Jewish community in Jerusalem and providing it with water
and provisions.

Opening the road connecting Jerusalem with Tel Aviv. In addition, the Jews opened
[another] road parallel to it.

Being supplied with weapons and ammunition and bringing in fighters from the
United States, England and South Africa.

They occupied strategic positions and fortified them by digging trenches in
preparation for the resumption of fighting.

The Arabs abided by the ceasefire and their armies remained in their posts. They did not
respond to the Jews’ violations of the truce and opened to them the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road.

...Fighting between the Arabs and the Jews was resumed after the ending of the truce period...
The Jews managed during that period to take control of the cities of Lydda and Ramlah, after
the Jordanian forces had withdrawn from them, in addition to taking control of some areas in
southern Palestine, which were under the control of the Egyptian forces. They also took control
of some posts in western Galilee.

The Security Council met to study the deterioration of the situation in Palestine and issued a
resolution regarding the necessity to end the fighting and announcing a truce for a second time
beginning in 18.7.1948, which was accepted by both Arabs and Jews.

Why did both Arabs and Jews accept the truce?

During that period the international mediator [Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden] tried to work
on the implementation of his proposal, but the Zionists assassinated him in Jerusalem on
17.9.1948 and started their military operations against the Arab armies and managed to occupy
the Negev and the Galilee region.

Why did the Jews assassinate Count Folke Bernadotte?
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The Armistice Agreements with Israel’s Neighboring States

The Arab armies withdrew from Palestine and an armistice agreement was signed between each
of Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria and Israel on the island of Rhodes in 1949 known as “the
Rhodes Armistice”. It gave Israel a territory in Palestine 1.5 times bigger than the area given to
it by the Partition rejected by the Arabs who unanimously decided to oppose it and overthrow it
even by force.

The Arabs and the Zionists differed in their view of the Rhodes armistice. The Zionists
considered it the end of the war between them and the Arabs. The Zionists’ goal behind
that was pushing the Arab states to conclude a permanent peace with them based on the
fait accompli in Palestine.

As for the Arabs, they adhered to the literal text of the Rhodes Armistice, which
stipulated that it was an interim measure subject to the reconsideration of the issue of
the future Palestinian government by the United Nations General Assembly.
Accordingly, the Arabs were of the opinion that the armistice ended the military
operations with Israel only, but it did not put an end to the existing state of war against
it.



I will consider the reason for the Arabs’ willingness to sign the Rhodes Armistice in spite of the
fact that it gave Israel a territory of Palestine 1.5 times bigger than what had been given to it by
the Partition [Resolution of 1947] which they [i.e., the Arabs] had rejected before.

The Reasons for the Defeat of the Arab Armies in the War

The defeat of the Arab armies in battle was a result of several reasons such as:
Meager military capability and experience within the Arab armies
participating in the war. Some of them were newly formed and others were
under a foreign command.
The fighting Arab armies lacked a unified military command that would
plan and oversee the operations.
The truce periods, which interpenetrated the war, were not used for the
providing [the Arab forces] with equipment and weapons, as done by the
Jews.
The Zionist forces were superior in numbers and equipment and had British
and American support.®

I will consider other reasons for the defeat of the Arab armies.

The Results of the 1948 War

The war of 1948 brought about several results:
The dispersal of the Palestinian people. Some 156 thousand Palestinians came under
Israeli occupation and about a million Palestinians were expelled and forced to
emigrate from it [Palestine].
The establishment of the State of Israel on an area estimated at 77.4% of Palestine’s
territory while having been allocated about 56% [only] by the Partition Resolution, as
clearly shown on the map.
The West Bank was annexed to Trans-Jordan and the Gaza Strip was placed under
Egyptian administration.
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Many have lamented Palestine and its cities under the shadow of Israeli occupation, among
which has been the Palestinian poet Abu Salma (Abd al-Karim al-Karami).
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... The Palestinians organized themselves in order to have their adequate share in the effort to
reclaim their rights by all effective means dictated by the circumstances...

[Some articles of the Palestinian Covenant are given — without the ones referring to Israel, or
the Jews, or to the armed struggle]

The Covenant was amended by striking out some of its articles after the signing of the Oslo
Accord in a session held by the Palestinian National Council in Gaza on 14.12.1998.

I will find the stricken out articles.

Activity

Let us discuss the circumstances, which brought about the amendment of the Palestinian
National Covenant.
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%8 America imposed an arms embargo on both sides and Britain sided with the Arabs. The Jordanian
army was under the command of British officers and was allowed to operate against Jewish settlements
in Palestine (Gush Etzion, Hartuv) even before May 15, 1948. British aircrafts clashed with Israeli ones
in an attempt to check the advance of Israeli forces into Egyptian Sinai towards the end of the war.



...There appeared in the Arab arena many Fidai*® groups some of which belonged to parties
and others were established by some Arab states...
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The following description of the June War of 1967 is objective and does not present Israel,
contrary to what is done in other cases, as an aggressor who suddenly jumped and occupied
Arab territories. The description of the Israeli prime minister’s actions at the eve of the war
clearly indicates that he was not looking for war. Such an approach is a rare phenomenon in
Palestinian textbooks.

The June War in the Year 1967

...A clash took place between the Syrian and the Israeli forces on April 7, 1967 and six Syrian
warplanes were downed... The Syrian leadership received the information of the Israeli threats
with utmost seriousness and anticipated an attack at any moment... The situation became more
dangerous on May 16, 1967 following Egypt’s request that the United Nations [Emergency]
forces [which had been deployed on the Israeli-Egyptian border after the Sinai war of 1956]
withdraw from their posts on the border so that Egyptian forces be spread there instead. The
Israeli prime minister Levy Eshkol accused Syria of being responsible for the tension and
insisted that Egypt withdraw its forces from Sinai. He asked the United Nations to reaffirm its
commitment to Israel’s security and notify the Soviet Union about that. He [also] sent a letter to
the French president [Charles] De Gaul in which he promised him that [Israel] would not
initiate military actions unless Egypt closed the Tiran straits [at the entrance to the Gulf of
Agaba] to Israeli shipping. Egypt decided the close the Gulf of Agaba to ships going to Israel in
reaction to Israeli threats to occupy Damascus and topple the Syrian government. The
[Egyptian] president Jamal Abd al-Nasser stated that in his speech saying: “The waters of the
Gulf of Agaba are Egyptian territorial waters.” Israel considered that an act of aggression and
asked the United States to intervene in order to reopen the gulf to Israeli ships.
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* Fidai is a traditional term denoting a man who is ready to sacrifice himself for a cause. In the
Palestinian context it refers to members of the armed Palestinian organizations acting against Israel.



...The Israeli air force launched a stunning attack on Monday 5.6.1967 on the Egyptian,
Jordanian, Syrian and Lebanese airfields and within three hours destroyed the airfields’
runways and the Arab aircrafts, which were standing on them. It should be known that the
United States of America had assured Egypt that Israel would not initiate an attack.

Syria and Jordan declared war on Israel on the first day of the attack and within six days Israeli
forces managed to occupy the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and also took control of the
Egyptian Sinai desert in its entirety and the Syrian Golan Heights. The Israeli army took
positions on the eastern bank of the Suez Canal and on the Golan Heights and Mount Hermon
up to [a line stretching] east of the Syrian town of Quneitra. Thus, the Egyptian, Syrian and
Jordanian forces were defeated in that war.
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Map of the June War of 1967
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