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Executive Summary

This report covers the school textbooks of the tast grades of the PA educational system,
which were published in 2005 and 2006, thus endirggven-year process in which the PA
replaced the old Jordanian and Egyptian schoolbimolall grades with its own ones. While the
books for grades 1-10 were all written and publghender the late PA Chairman Yasser
Arafat, the books for grade 11 were written underduccessor Mahmud Abbas and the books
for grade 12 were written under the Hamas goverrtmehich may account for the changes
therein.

In fact, the books of grade 11 provide us with s#vsignificant changes, compared to the
guidelines governing earlier books. The fundamentave not changed, to be sure, and they
are as follows:

* Rejection of any rights the Jews might have in fale.

* Non-recognition of their holy places there, whiake @resented as Muslim
holy places the Jews aspire to take over.

* The Jews themselves are presented in negative bigffit in the historical
context and in the context of the present conflict.

* The Jewish national movement in modern times —igfior- is presented as
an expansionist movement created by Western Imiseniaand striving to
seize control of Arab lands between the Euphratelstie Nile rivers.

* Israel is not referred to as a sovereign state.dsdablishment in 1948 is
referred to as “occupation”. The books consider &slne the sole legitimate
sovereign state between River Jordan and the Meaiitean.

* Regions within Israel’s pre-1967 borders are préedras Palestinian.

» |srael is demonized by a long list of accusatioresenting it as a source of
evil, not as a neighbor with its own legitimatehig and interests. The list of
its perceived crimes includes its very establisiimeocupation of various
parts of Palestine, expulsion of the Palestiniamge from its homeland,
massacres, assassination of Palestinian leadergresgion against Arab
neighboring countries, destruction of Palestiniancomomy, even
responsibility for the meager participation of Psti@ian women in economic
activity, for Palestinian social ills — such as drabuse and illiteracy, for
cultural deficiencies, etc. The accompanying tedmperialist” appears in
this context for the first time, emphasizing Isimdlegitimate status in the
books’ view.

* The conflict is presented in a very biased way assalt of Jewish-British
conspiracy against the Arabs. Israel is solely wegpble for all its
developments.

» The Palestinian refugee problem is presented asalt of Jewish aggression
and its only solution is said to be the completeunre of the refugees’
descendants to their ancestors’ former homes. TalesBnians’ share of
responsibility for the creation of this problemetimass flight of Jewish
refugees from the Arab countries to Israel and dbeious difficulty of the
suggested solution are never discussed.

» Peace with Israel is never openly advocated. ERerdiscussion of the peace
process — in some cases in great detail — is dewb&kpressions of support.
Israel, on its part, is presented as a party actagginst peace.

» As before, terrorist actions against Israel are ragenly encouraged or
rejected but there are indications of implicit sopprepresented by the
positive reference to “martyrs”, “prisoners-of-warand “Fidais” (members
of the Palestinian armed organizations).



The changes found in the books for grade 11 incdedollowing:

None of that, with the sole exception of the camithuse of the term “Israel” to denote
Israeli pre-1967 territory, appears in the books fade 12, written under the Hamas-led
government, which came to power in early 2006. Tétarn to the old-style attitude is

For the first time the Palestinian student is giwame information about the
Jewish Holy Scriptures (though lacking and fromlglamic point of view)
and about Jewish ancient history in Palestine (@dthany connection being
made to the Jewish present aspirations based anhilktorical presence in
the country).

Contrary to former books, these ones do not refgcinio the Muslim-Jewish
rivalry in early Islam, which reduces the numberagti-Jewish expressions
in this context.

For the first time the Jews’ suffering under thezNais briefly mentioned
alongside the term “Anti-Semitism” (with no furthelaboration).

Contrary to former usage, modern Jewish cities sagfTel-Aviv are shown
on the map (though their names are almost unreagjabl

For the first time Israeli pre-1967 territory isfeared to as “Israel” side by
side with former terms avoiding this name suchtag ‘Lands of 1948".

For the first time ever we find Israel’'s name o thap in two cases — both
are reproductions of Israeli maps.

The accusations against Israel, though sometimésgbeery critical, are
generally more rationalistic than emotional, witgtst hateful expressions.
For the first time there is in the books a cleamasision that it was the Arab
side, rather than the Jews, which started the wat9%8 with the professed
goal of preventing the establishment of a Jewistesin Palestine in
accordance with the UN 1947 resolution. Even thentssof 1967 are told in
a way, which does not present Israel as an outragjgressor.

For the first time there are cases in which Jeresalis mentioned as the
Jews’ ancient capital and which refer to the Jewsta inhabitants, including
during the 1948 war. On the other hand, there ailsoaexpressions
presenting Jerusalem as an exclusively Arab citpped by the Jews.
Contrary to former usage, the books for grade lddlyadiscuss the issue of
the liberation of Palestine by force. Nor do thefer much to the issues of
Jihad and martyrdom.

The ideal of tolerance is advocated, as done imésty published books, but
this time the Jews are specifically referred tothis context, while former
books mentioned Muslims and Christians only.

The story of the peace process with Israel is itolidill, unlike its treatment in
former PA books. The narration is informative aratwments related to the
process are presented to the students (but, agdyresaid, not a word of
support of this move is ever heard).

complete, with some additions worsening it:

A poem reproduced in one of the textbooks likeasl#ws in the context of
the conflict to invading snakes.

Israel is blamed of exercising racial discriminatiagainst the Palestinians,
with a view, probably, to weakening its legitimdayther. This accusation
had appeared once in a PA experimental textboothén1990s and was
later omitted. Now it reappears and covers the dargart of a chapter

dedicated to the phenomenon of racial discrimirmaiio the world. Within

this framework, Israeli activities such as the axat®n of East Jerusalem
in 1967 are presented as racial discrimination agithe Palestinians.



*» The accusations against Israel are heavily emotiocc@mpared to the more
rationalistic language of the grade-11 books.

» The peace process is hardly discussed, certainifavorably. The issue of
liberation by force is treated in the books for deal2 more extensively and
passionately.

= Although Jihad is not much discussed, there istmailuction of the
traditional Islamic concept of “Ribat”, namely, talg up position against
the enemies of Islam, which had been first intredumto the books for
grades 5 and 10 in 2005 under Yasser Arafat. Tte afsthis term —
referring here to the entire Muslim population dl&stine — is intended to
intensify the religious aspect of the struggle agaisrael.

» Unlike the books for grade 11, and in line withnfar PA school textbooks,
the 12" grade books refer to the issue of martyrdom, afsdanguage
exercises. One of these references likens martytd@mwedding party.

Thus, the beginnings of a possible change in dtitto the Jewish-Israeli “other” traced in
books of grade 11 have been rooted out and thaatidns, which inevitably had their impact
on the students and undoubtedly contributed teadtl part of the violence, remain in force.

The school textbooks of both grades contain mafgreeces to the West. This phenomenon
began already under Arafat’s last year in powerbiwoks for grade 10, and continued under
both Mhmud Abbas and the Hamas government, witteasig intensity and hostility. The
West, which began its attack against Islam andAttads during the Crusades and the Spanish
Reconquista, is the source of evil and is blamedalimost all ills in modern Arab and Muslim
societies:

»  Western Imperialism subdued most Arab and Musliumtz@s, in addition
to vast other regions in the world.

* The West invented racial discrimination againstpleeples of the colonies.

* The West invented Zionism and has supported Iageehst the Arabs.

» The West abuses its political and economic hegermotiye world to the
detriment of the weak countries, and uses Glob@dma international
bodies and world communication media for its pugsos

* The West abuses the environment.

* The West strives to destroy the Arab-Islamic celtoy using various means,
including academic research of Islam and Muslimiliciation dubbed
“Orientalism”.

In other words, the West is presented to the Falast students as a threat to Islam and the
Arab world on a large scale, which is bound to haegative results in the future, as the
continuous education against Israel has so far done

In addition to the books of grade 11 and 12, CM#3 heviewed some 25 schoolbooks issued
originally in Jordan, republished by the PA — thénldtry of the (Religious) Endowments and
Religious Affairs, and used in the PA religioustitm§ons and classes. The results of this
review, which appears at the end of this reporda®\ppendix, are as follows:

» Although the books acknowledge the common idealwedhby all
monotheistic religions and boast of Islam’s traali@l tolerance towards
Jews and Christians, they advocate caution aganstt unfriendly relations
with them, as they are portrayed as enemies afslad the Muslims.

» The Jews in particular are denounced as enemidSoaf, the prophets and
the believers, and as conspirators and violatorg@dties. They are accused
of being greedy, miserly, sly and treacherous.



* In the context of the present Middle Eastern contlhe Jews are further
demonized as murderers, desecraters of holy placgsipers of Muslim
lands, etc. They are destined — according to a Retip Saying (Hadith)
reproduced in one of the books — to be all masshbyethe Muslims.

* The Jews’ ties to the Holy Land are not recogniaed their aspirations
regarding that land are dismissed as “greedy anoloisi’. Even their holy
places there are not recognized. Their modern nationovement, that is,
Zionism, is depicted as an invention of Westernehafism against Arabs
and Muslims.

* |Israel's sovereignty is not recognized and its natoes not appear on any
map. Palestine appears there instead as the solersgn state in the
country.

» |srael is demonized. It is depicted as an occuppioger in Palestine and as
an aggressive and expansionist entity. It has amylitsuperiority over the
Arab states and constitutes a threat to them all.

* The West is demonized as well as a source of @evihé Muslim world:
Western Imperialism subjugated Muslim countries, ltreated their
population and plundered their wealth; Western Naperialism harmed
the Muslim world having used its global politicaldheconomic hegemon for
that purpose; the West has supported Zionism amdellsagainst the
Muslims; the West has attacked the Muslim worlducally as well, using
Westernization, foreign ideologies, “destructive waments” such as
Bahaism, as means to weakening Islam’s positioh kgthin the Muslim
individual’'s soul and in Muslim society at large.

* Much emphasis is put in the books on the idealhafd] which is elevated to
a degree of a sixth religious duty in Islam, in didd to the traditional five
ones. Jihad is made a necessity of Muslim soamegllitimes, especially at
present, for the purpose of defense as well ash®rmpurpose of spreading
the religion of Islam worldwide.

» Jihad is also a means to liberating Palestine fritve Jews, although there is
a text in the books — probably introduced by theddoian original
publishers — which provides an explanation for pinesent peace process in
the Middle East: Israel is too powerful and the gex situation in the world
today is such that annihilating Israel by war ispossible.

Thus, these books as well express hostility td'dtteer” and emphasize the ideal of Jihad a
great deal. They as well contribute to the atmosphef hostility and violence in the
Palestinian arena with grave implications for thegion and the world in the foreseeable
future.



