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Chapter Three: Israel 
 
A. Israel and Palestine 
 
Grade 11 
 
As in formerly published textbooks, Palestine takes Israel’s place as the sovereign state in the 
region. Its territory covers not only the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, but also pre-1967 Israeli 
territory and regions and sites within Israel in its pre-1967 borders are presented as 
Palestinian. Israel’s establishment in 1948 is dubbed “occupation”, which indicates the PA 
non-recognition of its legitimacy. Israeli pre-1967 territory is referred to as “the Lands of 
1948”. But side by side with these manifestations of non-recognition of Israel we find for the 
first time in the history of PA schoolbooks publication the name of Israel on two maps and a 
reference to Israeli pre-1967 territory as “Israel”. 
 
The name “Palestine” is originally Greek. It was mostly used by the Greeks to denote the lands 
where the ancient Philistines had used to live. In 138 CE it was introduced by the Roman 
emperor Aelius Hadrian as the new name of the province that had been called until then 
“Judea”. The reason for this change was political, following the suppression of the Jews’ last 
great revolt under Shimon Bar Kokhba against Roman rule between the years 132-135 CE. The 
Romans then decided to wipe out the Jewish character of the country by changing its name and 
by reestablishing Jerusalem as a Roman city under the name “Aelia Capitolina”. The following 
text, taken from a PA history book for grade 11, attempts to Arabize both the name and the 
ancient Philistines (who were an Indo-European nation that presumably immigrated to the 
country from Crete around the 12th century BCE).  
 
The Name “Palestine” [“Filastin” in Arabic] 
There are a number of views regarding the origin of the name “Palestine”: 

�  The term is formed by two words – “fils”, which means “crust” [actually, “fils” 
means “scale”], and “tin”, which means “soil”. The meaning of the combined 
word thus becomes “the soil’s crust” as an indication to the practice of 
agriculture by the inhabitants of this region. 

�  Some say that the name “Palestine” is taken from [the word] “flsht” or “plst” 
meaning “peasant” or “tiller of the land”15. 

�  [It is] related to the tribe of Philistia which emigrated from the Arabian 
Peninsula because of the draught and settled in the southern [part] of southern 
Syria (Palestine), though there are others who say that this name is related to 
the tribe of Philistia which emigrated from the Arabian Peninsula to the Island 
of Crete and [later] settled in southern Palestine. 

�  In dictionaries of the English language the term “Philist” appears in the 
meaning of a rude and unruly man. It probably conforms to what appears in 
God’s words in the Holy Qur’an: “there are a giant people in it [the land]” (al-
Ma’idah, 22). 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 8   
 
Yet this very book mentions in some detail the Jews’ ancient history in the land in a manner 
unprecedented before in any PA textbook (and see above, in the section about the Jews in 
history). 
 

                                                
15 “Prst” (sometimes pronounced “Peleset”) was the Philistines’ name given to them by the ancient 
Egyptians. “Pleshet” or rather “Plishtim” (in plural) was their Hebrew name, probably used by both 
Israelites and Canaanites, with the possible connotation of “invaders” (“polshim” in modern Hebrew). 
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A map of the central parts of the country distinguishing the areas of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip by a different color but without any names on the map itself, which is titled “map of 
the State of Palestine (Settlements)”. A smaller map of the whole country has the Palestinian 
Authority’s emblem over it, again, with no identifying names at all. 
 

 
 

Map of the State of Palestine (Settlements) 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 20 

 
The preceding item, as well as the following one, features the phenomenon of identifying the 
Palestinian Authority as a state. This tendency, which has repeated itself since almost the 
beginning of the PA textbook publication process, is manifested as well on the cover of each 
book where the phrase “the State of Palestine” appears on the top part. 
 
I will look for the most important economic natural resources in each of the following Arab 
states: 

1. Palestine. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 72 
 
 



����

…The EU occupies the central position among the granting states, which offer their help either 
to Palestine or to other Arab states. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 41 
  
Following are a few mentions of regions in pre-1967 Israel, which are presented as 
Palestinian. 
 
…The Negev desert in Palestine… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 58, 93 
 
…The region of Wadi Arabah [the Aravah Valley] in southern Palestine. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 93 
 
In the following quotation Palestine is presented as bordering Lebanon. 
 
…The Naqurah shore on the Palestinian-Lebanese border. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 110 
 
In the following quotation the mineral springs of al-Hamah [Hamat Gader] are presented as 
Syrian, though according to Mandatory borders they belonged to Palestine. It seems that the 
Syrian pre-1967 occupation of this area has made the Palestinians relinquish it as part of 
historical Palestine. 
 
…The Syrian al-Hamah [hot] springs… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 50 
 
On the other hand, there is a satellite photograph of the country, probably taken from an Israeli 
source, on which the boundaries of Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip are shown. It is 
interesting to note that Israel in this case includes the Golan Heights, taken from Syria in 1967. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Satellite photograph] 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 
11, Part 2 (2006) cover page  
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Israel’s establishment in 1948 is considered an occupation. 
 
The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the war of 1967 in 
order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in 1948 from the lands occupied by it 
in 1967 
Modern and contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 57 
 
On the other hand, and for the first time ever, the name “Israel” appears on two maps of the 
country. These are Israeli maps reproduced in a PA history textbook. 

 

 
 

          Map of Alon’s Project                                                         Map of Sharon’s plan  
 “Israel”                                                                                  “Israel” 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 57-58 
   
Also, and for the first time as well, Israeli territory is referred to as “Israel” rather than the 
usual terms of “the Lands of 48”, “the Interior”, or “the Green Line”, as is found in former 
books. 
 
It [Israel] also decreased the number of workers from Gaza and the West Bank to a fifth of the 
number of workers who were allowed to work in Israel. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 86  
 
But the old-style reference is still to be found there as well. 
 
On June 23, 2002 Israel announced the beginning of the construction of a wall 600-1,000 km 
long and 7-8 m high to separate between the lands of 1948 and the lands of 1967.  
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 92  
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Grade 12 
 
Israel’s establishment is occupation and Israel’s status of a sovereign state is not recognized. 
Palestine is presented instead as the sovereign state in the region and is made to include 
regions and borders, which are Israel’s today.  
 
I will explain the racist policy pursued by Israel after its occupation of Palestine in 1948 until 
1967. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 178 
 
…The Catastrophe [Nakbah], which took place in 1948, as the Jews occupied Palestine and 
established their state on its soil, and expelled the Palestinian people to exile and to the 
neighboring states after having tortured it, killed it and robbed its land, homes and holy 
places… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 109 
 
The Zionist gangs usurped Palestine, expelled its people from their cities, villages, land and 
homes and established the state of Israel. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 104 
 
The British Mandate over it [Palestine] lasted until 15.5.1948. The Zionist forces succeeded in 
occupying about 77.4% of Palestine’s surface and then completed its control over the rest of 
Palestine following the June war of 1967. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 15 
 
Maps showing the whole country as one state sometimes called “Palestine”. 
 

  
 

Military and Political Alliances 
                          “Palestine” 

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 72 
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            The Nile Basin 
             “Palestine” 
 
History of the Arabs and the 
World in the Twentieth 
Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 153 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           The Middle East 
                     “Palestine” 
 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 
(2006) p. 27 
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Some Tourist attractions in the Arab Homeland       “Palestine” 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 143 

 

 
 

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 146 
 
Palestine is presented as a sovereign state facing the Red Sea although in reality neither the 
West Bank nor the Gaza Strip is connected to that coast, which is Israel’s.    
 
…States, which face the sea on two maritime fronts, such as Palestine and Egypt on the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 105 
 
The following piece presents Palestine as a state in a form very similar to that of Israel. 
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…A state’s form may be close to [that of] a rectangle, which stretches… from north to south 
like Chile, Palestine, Sweden and Norway… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 110 
 
Other quoted pieces presenting Palestine as a sovereign state. 
 
Many states of the world are considered tourism states because they embrace important 
historical and archeological monuments such as Egypt… And Palestine, which embraces the 
ancient monuments of the Canaanite, Greek, and Roman civilization, as well as the monuments 
of Muslim civilization… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 130 
 
Palestine is among the prominent states famous for religious tourism… 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 138 
 
Israeli Nazareth is mentioned among the cities included within the state of Palestine. 
 
The Arab homeland contains important religious sites to which Muslim and Christian pilgrims 
come from different parts of the world… as the case is with Palestine where Muslim and 
Christian holy places are found in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Nazareth and other 
Palestinian cities. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 143 
    
On the other hand, the following piece on Palestinian nature reserves speaks exclusively about 
such places in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and asks the student to add some more nature 
reserves to the list. 
 
For discussion: Among the nature reserves in Palestine [are the following]: the reserve of Umm 
al-Rihan and Umm al-Tut in Jenin [District], Wadi Qana in Nablus [District], Umm Safa and 
Al-Naby Saleh in Ramallah [District] and Wadi Gaza. Do you know of other nature reserves in 
Palestine? 
Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 24  
 
In the following case Israeli territory is mentioned as such, instead of the usual reference to it 
as “the lands of 1948”, etc. 
 
…To that one should add the elimination of the freedom of movement of [Palestinian] 
workforce and goods between the Palestinian territories and Israel, as more than 120 thousand 
Palestinian workers have been denied access to their work places inside Israel. 
 
…The movement of Palestinian products between the areas of the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel… 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 44 
 
There is also one case in which the Palestinian areas are referred to by the term “the occupied 
territories” with an implied notion that Israel’s pre-1967 territory is not part of the occupied 
territory. 
 
…That has brought about the rise of unemployment averages and, consequently, the expansion 
of poverty range among the Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories. 
 
…On the other hand, the Israeli authorities dump the markets of the occupied territories with 
large quantities of Israeli agricultural products in order to protect Israeli farmers. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 44 
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B. Israel’s Image 
 
As in formerly published textbooks, Israel’s image is wholly negative. Israel is never presented 
as a neighbor having its own legitimate rights and interests, but rather as an occupier and a 
source of evil inflicted by it on its Palestinian victims. Israel’s primary sin is its very 
establishment on Palestinian lands, which is considered foreign occupation. As such it has full 
responsibility for the 1948 war, although the Arab side, including the Palestinians, was the one 
who initiated that war in defiance of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947. The aftermath of the 
war, namely, the seizure of more lands by Israel, the refugees’ flight and plight, Israel’s rule 
over the Arab Palestinians of the 1948 lands, etc. is all counted against it. Then the occupation 
of 1967 and the policies pursued in the occupied areas are listed as well, followed by Israel’s 
incrimination as an entity perpetrating massacres and assassinations. Some of these 
descriptions, pieces of poetry in particular, carry demonizing characteristics. It should be 
noted, however, that the schoolbooks for grade 11, although critical of Israel in many ways, do 
not contain extremely emotive hateful feelings, as can be found in earlier books and in books of 
grade 12. Criticism is mostly rationalistic.    
 
Grade 11 
 
Israel’s establishment in 1948 is considered an occupation. 
 
The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the war of 1967 in 
order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in 1948 from the lands occupied by it 
in 1967 
Modern and contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 57 
 
The refugee problem is presented as a result of Zionist planned expulsion operation. The 
Palestinians and Arabs’ share of responsibility, having started the 1948 war in defiance of the 
UN Partition Resolution and with a view to eliminating Jewish presence in the country (not a 
single Jew was left in the few localities occupied by the Arabs in that war), is never discussed.  
 
The Refugees 
The Zionist forces used various methods in order to empty the Palestinian lands of their original 
inhabitants. Among these methods is the psychological warfare on the radio belonging to the 
“Haganah” [Jewish clandestine organization during Mandatory times], which was airing 
rumors, in addition to killing operations perpetrated against the inhabitants of some cities and 
villages, as happened in Deir Yassin, Tantura, Lydda and elsewhere, which brought about the 
expulsion of about one million Palestinians to areas inside Palestine and outside it, such as the 
Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq and [other] various regions in 
the world.  
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 38 
 
Israel’s other sin is its efforts to change Palestine’s Arab identity into a Jewish one: 
encouraging Jewish immigration, imposing restrictions on the Palestinian Arabs within its 
territory, confiscating Arab lands and massacring Arab villagers. 
 
…Some 156 thousand Palestinians remained living in their homes, which came under Israeli 
control in 1948. They were concentrated in the regions of Galilee, the Triangle [east of the 
coastal plain between Tel Aviv and Haifa] and the Negev. 
 
Israel resorted to many measures with a view to making the Palestinian land Jewish, 
guaranteeing the prevalence of the Jewish element, obliterating [its] Palestinian-Arab character, 
gathering the largest possible number of world Jews and having them settle in Israel in order to 
cause a demographic transformation in their favor at the Palestinians’ expense. Among these 
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measures were the encouragement of Jewish immigration into Palestine and provide the Jews 
with facilities. The Israeli government enacted laws of which the most important one was the 
Law of Return of 1950, which stipulated that the Jews of the world are entitled to immigrate to 
occupied Palestine. 
 
The Israeli government enacted in 1952 the Naturalization Law, which grants Israeli citizenship 
to the Jews who immigrate to Palestine and at the same time imposed on the Palestinian Arabs 
[within its territory] the acquisition of Israeli citizenship. In spite of the acquisition of [Israeli] 
citizenship by the Palestinians they did not enjoy the rights and privileges enjoyed by the Jews 
in Israel and measures were taken against them, which limited their freedom of disposal of 
property, freedom of speech and organization and the freedom of movement, work and 
residence. It also intervened in the educational curricula in school and put restrictions on 
municipalities and local councils in the Arab cities and villages. 
 
Israel employed the policy of violence in order to force the Palestinian inhabitants to leave their 
houses and lands. The best example for that is the massacre it perpetrated against the 
Palestinian inhabitants in the village of Kafr Qassem on October 29,1956 at the eve of the 
tripartite aggression against Egypt, of which the number of victims reached 49 Palestinians 
from among the village inhabitants. 
  

 
 
Movement of inhabitants between the years 1948-1951  
[Blue]: Jewish immigration 
[Brown]: Palestinian refugee movement 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 41 
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…Israel continued its policy, which aimed at occupying [Arab private] land and seizing it by 
various means through buying it with money and transferring its ownership to the “Jewish 
National Fund”, or [by means of] taking possession of it for military and security purposes, or 
under the pretext that it is state land or wasteland. Israel put its hand on the property of the 
Palestinians who had been forced to leave their lands and established for this purpose a special 
department, which was named “Department of Arabs’ Property” to oversee the property of 
those ones who are absent from their land and guarantee the transfer of its ownership to the 
Jewish National Fund. In order to facilitate its control of land the Israeli government resorted to 
enacting the law of 1949, which gives the Chief of Staff of the Israeli army the right of closing 
any lands for the purpose of military training. Its aim by that was the building of cities and 
settlements for settling down Jews and using lands for agriculture. 
 
What was the Palestinian Arabs’ position vis-à-vis the Israeli measures which aimed at seizing 
land? 
 
…[This] Israeli policy faced a strong opposition on the part of the Palestinians the intensity of 
which gradually increased and took several forms of which the most prominent one was the 
popular uprising in May 1958 in the cities of Nazareth and Umm al-Fahm. 
 
Activity  
I will conduct research and write a report about one of the destroyed Palestinian villages. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 41-43 
 
Israel is presented as an aggressor. The reasons for its move against Egypt in 1956 (terrorist 
attacks from the Gaza Strip and the closing of the Gulf of Aqaba to Israel-bound shipping) are 
not mentioned. 
 
Israel occupied the Gaza Strip [in October 1956] during the tripartite aggression against Egypt, 
but it was forced to withdraw from it in March 1957. Following the Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip it was put again under Egyptian administration. 
 
What were Israel’s goals in [its] participation in the tripartite aggression against Egypt? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 42      
 
Most of the criticism focuses on Israel’s policy on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
 
Israeli Policy after the War of 1967 
Israeli policy vis-à-vis the Palestinian people was crystallized in the following spheres: 
… 
Land Confiscation 
Israeli authorities resorted to the implementation of several laws with a view to seizing control 
of Palestinian lands the most important of which were [the following ones]: 
A. The former laws on which the Israeli authorities relied in confiscating lands: 

1. The Confiscation for Public Purposes Law of 1943. This law stipulates the 
confiscation of lands for public interest in order to build vital projects such as 
schools, hospitals, highways and necessary services, as is specified in the 
document on the following page. 

2. The Emergency and Public Security Regulations of 1945. These are a 
collection of regulations and laws enacted by the British Mandatory 
government under the pretext of safeguarding public order in society and 
observing the inhabitants’ security. The Israeli authorities have taken 
advantage of them in confiscating or closing land for security purposes or 
military training. 

B. Laws enacted by the Israeli authorities after 1967: 
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1. Absentee Property Law. The Israeli authorities promulgated this law on July 
23, 1967. It deals with the absentees’ movable and immovable property. The 
Custodian of Absentees’ Property has been entrusted with the mission of 
guarding the absentees’ property until the return of their owners. He is entitled 
to dispose of it through its administration, or renting it, of buying and selling it. 
 
Absentee: A person who left the West Bank before June 7, 1967 or on that day 
or after. 
 
I will explain: The Israeli authorities hurried to hold a population census in 
Jerusalem on 25.7.1967. 
 

2. Compensation Law. This law is considered complementary to the Absentee 
Property Law. Its goal is settlement of absentees’ property seized by Israeli 
authorities. 

 
[An Israeli document in Arabic titled “Seizure of Part of Jerusalem Lands”] 

 
How would you explain [the fact] that the Israeli authorities retained laws from 
the time of the British Mandate over Palestine?16 

 
3. Registered State Land Law. This law defined the administration of government 

property by seizing all lands, which were registered under the name of the 
Jordanian government, as state lands. 

4. Declaring non-registered lands as state lands. These are the lands, which the 
process of their registration was not completed due to the 1967 war such as the 
wastelands left for public utility like pasture lands, forests and Miri lands. 

 
Miri land: Government lands suitable for agricultural use the cultivator of 
which for more than three years is entitled to lay hold of it.  

 
What are the ways used by the Israeli authorities for transformation of land into 
wasteland? 

   
5. Outline plans. The Israeli authorities prepared plans and outline plans for cities 

and villages in order to clarify their borders, surface and sections.  
 

What were the Israeli authorities’ goals in preparing outline plans? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 54-57 
 
[Jewish] Settlement 
Israeli policy in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip after the war of 1967 focused on the 
consolidation and strengthening of Jewish presence there and prepared settlement projects such 
as: 

1. The Alon settlement project of 1968. Yig’al Alon, one of the leaders of the 
Israeli Labor Party, proposed to annex a strip of land 10-15 km wide along the 
Jordan Valley to the Dead Sea. He [also] proposed border amendments on the 
Green Line, especially in the areas of Qalqilyah and Tulkarm. 

 

                                                
16 These very laws were retained as well by the Jordanian and Egyptian governments within the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, respectively. Similar measures were taken with regard to Jewish property there 
between 1948-1967. 
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The Green Line: An imaginary line appearing in green on the maps after the 
war of 1967 in order to separate the Palestinian lands occupied by Israel in 
1948 from the lands occupied by it in 1967 
 
What was this project’s goal? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map of Alon’s Project   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Sharon settlement project of 1982. The project aimed at consolidating [Jewish] 
settlement in all areas uninhabited by Arab population, where [Jewish] settlements 
were to be built on the hilltops of the West Bank, in its valleys, above the water 
aquifers and in the strategically important areas, and bypassing roads were to be built in 
all parts of the West Bank. 

 
Why does the Israeli authorities rely on building roads in the West Bank? 

 
                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of Sharon’s Plan 
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3. [Jewish] settlement in Jerusalem [See in the sub-chapter on Jerusalem].  
4. [Jewish] settlement in the Gaza Strip. The Pegs (Fingers) Project. Yisrael Galili, head 

of the governmental Committee for Colonialist Imperialism [rather, for Settlement 
Affairs] prepared this project. The project aimed at dividing [the] Gaza [Strip] into 
three blocks separate from one another by Jewish settlements, in a way that would later 
enable the annexation of these blocks to the neighboring regions in Israel. The northern 
block will be annexed to the Ashkelon area, the central one – to the Beer Sheba area 
and the southern one – to the Eshkol region neighboring the outskirts of Rafah.17 

 
Where were the [Jewish] settlements in the Gaza Strip concentrated and what was the 
purpose of that? 
 

 
 

Map showing the [Jewish] settlements in the Gaza Strip 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 59 

 
The Settlements in the Gaza Strip 
All the settlements were evacuated and destroyed in 2005 in implementation of the 
Israeli unilateral disengagement plan. 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 57-59 
 

                                                
17 It seems more likely to assume that the annexation plan referred to the Jewish settlements in the Gaza 
Strip rather than the immensely populated Palestinian areas there. 
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A gloomy picture of the Palestinian economy in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is presented 
and the blame is put exclusively on Israeli occupation practices.  
 
Israeli Economic Policy in the Occupied Territories 
Israeli authorities strove to make Palestinian economy subsidiary to their own economy through 
their control over the Palestinian economic and human resources such as land, capital, 
consumption market and labor.  
 
Why did Israel strive to make Palestinian economy dependent on it? 
 
[Israel] carried out this policy in the following fields: 
 
The Agricultural Sector 
It [Israel] confiscated vast tracts of agricultural lands and took control of water [resources]. It 
also closed the Israeli market to Palestinian agricultural production with a view to protecting its 
own agricultural products. 
 
The Industrial Sector 
High taxes were imposed on local manufactured goods such as Value Added Tax. The absence 
of government subsidies and investments in the Palestinian industrial sector did not enable 
Palestinian industry compete with Israeli industry, which led to the closure of some Arab 
factories. 
 
Value Added Tax: A tax imposed by the occupation authorities on Palestinian manufactured 
goods at the rate of 17% of the goods’ value. It applies to all commercial transactions and 
deals.18 
 
Commerce 
Palestinian exported goods to Israeli markets were solely goods manufactured on the basis of 
contracting arrangements with Israeli firms, such as clothes, leather manufactured goods and 
some construction materials. The Israeli authorities were controlling the issuance of import and 
export permits and imposed high customs rates. 
 
 
 

                                                
18 VAT was introduced into Israeli economy in the 1970s and by no means was it imposed on 
Palestinians alone. Its present rate is 15.5%. 
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The development of the balance of trade between       The development of the balance of trade                   
 the Gaza Strip and Israel                                              between the West Bank and Israel 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 60 
 
In favor of which side is the balance of trade? 
 
[Israel] closed the Arab banks [which had operated in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip before 
1967] and caused damage to the Palestinians’ savings due to inflation and the continuous 
change of the Israeli currency’s value. It also burdened the [Palestinian] inhabitants with high 
taxes such as the Value Added Tax, Income Tax and municipality taxes such as the Arnuna 
Tax. 
 
The Arnuna Tax: A tax collected by the Municipality of Jerusalem in return for services, which 
sometimes reaches with its accumulated fines an amount that equals the price of the landed 
property.19 
 
Why did the Israeli government resort to imposing many taxes on the population? 
 
These practices drove many Palestinians to become cheap workforce in the Israeli market 
where Palestinians formed a third of the workforce in the construction, agriculture and industry 
sectors. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
19 Arnuna is the main municipal tax everywhere in Israel, not only in Jerusalem. 
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Proportional distribution of workforce in the       Proportional distribution of workforce in the  
Gaza Strip                                                             West Bank 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 61 
 
The increase of Arab workforce ratio in Israeli economic activities deepens the economic 
dependence of the occupied territories on Israeli economy. I will explain that. 
 
In order to ease the economic pressures in the occupied territories the Israeli authorities resorted 
to the policy of the open bridges and border-passes with Jordan and Egypt, as the gates were 
opened to Palestinian capable individuals to emigrate and work abroad and the markets of some 
Arab states were opened to Palestinian agricultural and industrial production. At the same time, 
Israel prevented the entrance of raw materials needed by the Palestinian industry from abroad 
into the occupied territories. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 59-61 
 
…Palestine is an area whose development is being hindered. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 16 
 
Israel’s policies, which hinder Palestinian economic and social development is an emphasized 
theme in the PA textbooks, and note in the following item the recurring use of the epithet 
“Imperialist” or “imperialistic” in this context, which is a new phenomenon. Also, note the 
blame put on Israel for the Palestinian women’s meager participation in economic activity. 
 
Development in Palestine 
The imperialistic policies imposed by Israel inside the occupied Palestinian territories have 
hindered human development through raising obstacles to education and pursuing repressive 
measures, which have led to the arrest of large numbers and the injury of others some of whom 
have become permanently disabled. Development has been also hindered in the fields of 
industry, agriculture, commerce and services. 
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The Israeli Imperialist authorities also seized the water resources and large portions of 
Palestinian lands and established on them a large number of settlements. 
 
As a result of the imposition of military siege and the prevention of contact between the 
Palestinian economy and the external economies, whether Arab or foreign, the Palestinian 
economy has been subjected to the Israeli economy and has become subordinate to it. It [now] 
serves the Israeli Imperialist interests. 
 
This subordination relation brought forth several obstacles, which together brought about the 
hindrance of development in Palestine. It is possible to present these obstacles as follows: 

�  Israeli colonialist Imperialism. 
�  The almost complete subordination of the Palestinian economy to the Israeli 

economy. 
�  The military closure, which prevents movement of goods and residents. 
�  Absence of [Palestinian] control over the economic resources such as land, water, etc. 
�  Absence of [Palestinian] control over the borders, the cross points and the Gaza port. 
�  Absence of [Palestinian] control over internal and external markets. 
�  Meager participation of women in the fields of economic activity. 

 
In addition, the policy of Israeli occupation has brought about the increase of abuses, especially 
in human aspects. Military raids, assassinations and house demolitions increased. As a result of 
the military closure rates of unemployment and poverty increased. All these policies have led to 
the deterioration of Palestinian economy and blew up the illusions [of those who] had believed 
that comprehensive development could be achieved. Thus, continued human development is 
impossible under the hegemony of occupation.  
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 19   
 
…This share [of the agricultural sector in Palestinian economy] diminished in the 1980s to 
about 22%, as a result of the policies of Israeli occupation, such as encouraging employment 
outside the agricultural field – in the sectors of construction and services, for example, and 
dumping the Palestinian markets with Israeli agricultural production surplus, in addition to 
monopolizing the handling of agricultural production requisites. 
 
The people of Palestine and the land of Palestine have faced the most dangerous operation of 
uprooting, banishment and [foreign] settlement in modern times, which have remarkably 
influenced the agricultural section… The occupation of Palestine, both land and people, had an 
evident impact on hindering agricultural development especially so as Israeli occupation has 
focused its whole attention on swallowing up lands and on forcing their owners to emigrate by 
various means. We can summarize the most important problems of agricultural development in 
Palestine as follows: 
 
First, denying the Palestinian people the capability of administering its own natural resources as 
a result of Israeli occupation’s practice of land confiscation, closing large portions of it [to the 
public] and declaring them military zones, establishing settlements and building bypassing 
roads, in addition to the continuous practice of stealing Palestinian water. Another practice [by 
Israeli occupation] is the limitation of freedom of movement of goods and services between the 
[Palestinian] districts, on the one hand, and between them and the outside world, on the other 
hand, which has increased production costs and weakened agricultural marketing… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 12-13  
 
The most important obstacles facing agricultural development in Palestine is: 
… 
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2. Denying the Palestinian people the capability of utilizing its natural resources due to 
[Israeli] occupation. 

Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 16 
 
Palestinian social ills and cultural deficiencies are attributed to policies pursued by Israeli 
occupation authorities. 
 
Social and Cultural Policy 
The Palestinians suffered from poverty and unemployment because of occupation, which 
brought about the diminishing of work opportunities and the absence of stability and security, 
which drove many Palestinian youths to emigrate. In addition, the Israeli authorities isolated the 
occupied territories from one another. It implemented specific laws in the West Bank and 
designated others for Jerusalem. It also implemented other laws in the Gaza Strip, which 
created many social and livelihood differences between the inhabitants of these regions.20 It 
also closed many Palestinian institutions, which had been servicing the inhabitants of the 
occupied land such as the closure of the Arab welfare department in Jerusalem in 1973. 
 
Why did Israel try to fragmentize Palestinian society’s unity? 
 
As regards the education field the occupation authorities aimed at misleading the younger 
generation and intervened in anything related to curricula, schools, students and teachers and 
made some amendments in the Jordanian and Egyptian curricula, which were studied in each of 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It prevented the circulation of hundreds of books in the 
occupied areas and omitted the chapters related to the Palestinian problem.21 Many teachers 
were subjected to arbitrary dismissal and to arrest. Many schools and universities were closed 
as a punishment for the students’ protests [against the occupation]. 
 
What was the goal of the measures taken by the occupation authorities in the field of education? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 61-62 
 
…The phenomenon of school dropouts spreads all over Palestine… It occurs due to 
educational, personal, social and economic, among which [being]… arrest and prison… 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 6-7  
 
The Reasons for the Spread of the Phenomenon of Illiteracy in Palestine 
There are several reasons for the spread of the phenomenon of illiteracy in Palestinian society: 
 
Political reasons: The Palestinian people was exposed to difficult and overpowering political 
pressure. It has succumbed to Israeli occupation for long years, which has brought about 
regression of educational activity and increase of dropout rate from school, which leads to 
illiteracy. 
 
Economic reasons: …The difficult political situation, subjugation and occupation, under which 
the Palestinian people has lived, have had negative reflection on the Palestinian economy, 
which increased the poverty averages. This obviously reflected on the educational activity and 
the inability of many families to continue sending their sons to school… 
 
Palestinian reality is characterized by special features, which distinguish it from other societies. 
This distinctiveness stems from the nature of the conditions in which the Palestinian people has 

                                                
20 With the annexation of East Jerusalem to Israel it came under Israeli law, while in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip Jordanian and Egyptian law systems still prevailed, respectively, which is the cardinal 
source of the differences. 
21 The material struck out of the schoolbooks after 1967 included anti-Semitic references and incitement 
to violence against Israel.  



����

lived for the last five decades, which led to the destruction of this people’s social and economic 
structure, to its dispersion, to attempts at obliterating its political identity and to the prevention 
of its development, growth and prosperity… 
 
Activity  
Let us study and write in the school wall-magazine about the reasons for the spread of the 
phenomenon of illiteracy in our own town. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 20-21     
 
The phenomenon of drug abuse appeared in the Palestinian society during the era of Israeli 
occupation… 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 6  
 
One of the accusations against Israel says that it aspires to eradicating Muslim holy places in 
Jerusalem and rebuilding the Third Temple instead.  
 
The Islamic Conference Organization 
It was decided to establish it in a resolution [adopted] by the summit conference of the Muslim 
states in Rabat [Morocco] in 1969 following the crime of burning the al-Aqsa Mosque by the 
Zionists.22 
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 113  
 
The following is an illustration of a hologram of the Jewish temple over the existing Muslim 
shrines on Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Though no explanation is given here, one may detect a 
hidden message intended to rouse alarm in the student’s soul towards what is presented as 
Jewish hidden intentions regarding this place. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scientific Education,  
Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 
106 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
22 The culprit in this arson incident was a Christian Australian tourist who was later found mentally ill 
and unable to stand trial and was therefore deported to his country and committed to an asylum there.  
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Israeli security measures vis-à-vis Palestinian violence since 2000 are portrayed as harmful to 
the resisting Palestinian youths.  
 
The majority of Palestinian young men and women today face several problems as a result of 
Israeli occupation and its practices. They join more than others the political and combative 
action and, consequently, they suffer most, as most of the martyrs, the wounded and the 
arrested ones are young men and women.  
 
…The generation of young men and women today lives in an economic, social and 
psychological crisis caused by the atmosphere of the stifling siege, which is a result of the 
closure, the check posts and the racist separation wall. These are practices imposed by Israeli 
occupation authorities. These conditions lead to the restriction of freedom of movement of the 
young men and women generation… 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 4  
 
I will study some of the problems facing transportation in Palestine. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 106 
 
The Separating Wall 
On June 23, 2002 Israel announced the beginning of the construction of a wall 600-1,000 km 
long and 7-8 m high to separate between the lands of 1948 and the lands of 1967. But it 
swallowed up vast tracts of lands in the West bank and the Gaza Strip. This is what is called 
“the Racist Separation Wall”. In spite of the wall’s illegality according to the International 
Court of Justice’s decision on 9.7.2004 and the demand that Israel remove it, the Israeli 
government still continues its construction. [Some] of the most important impacts of the wall 
are the seizure of Palestinian lands and their dismemberment in most of its parts, not to mention 
the existence of some 274 thousand Palestinians who live in towns and villages in areas 
enclosed between the wall and the Green Line. 
 

 
 

A section of the separating wall 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 92 
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Following are several quotations taken from poems, which depict the image of the enemy (that 
is, Israel) in a very negative light. Usurper, besieger, killer, etc. are some of Israel’s images 
presented to the students. 
 
I do not hate people and do not attack anyone 
But if I am hungry I eat my usurper’s flesh 
Beware, beware my hunger and my anger 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 28 
 
I am Ahmad, the Arab. So let the siege come! 
My body is the walls. So let the siege come! 
I am the terminal point of fire. So let the siege come! 
I am besieging you 
Besieging you 
And my bosom is all the people’s door. So let the siege come! 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80 
 
…O lover 
Get up from the inattentiveness of death 
At the old gate 
How were you not cautious when their patrol passed   
On the road? 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80 
 
Every newborn baby is a cloud 
Every martyr is a tree… 
Take my blood for you as ink 
And compose praising poems  
About the victorious massacres 
And poison the [wheat] spikes 
And demolish the houses 
And open fire on peace 
And smash the bones 
It is not bad that they become a flowerpot –  
Our smashed bones… 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 80 
 
Israel’s evil measures against the Palestinians include massacres and assassinations. 
 
The Sabra and Shatila Massacre 
After the exit of the Palestinian resistance [forces] from Lebanon, groups of the Lebanese 
[Christian] Phalanges Party rushed into the Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in 
Beirut and, with the support and cover of the Israeli forces stationed at the outskirts of the 
camps, perpetrated a massacre in the two camps of Sabra and Shatila, which is considered one 
of the ugliest massacres in human history. It lasted for three days – on September 16th, 17th and 
18th, 1982 – and its victims were some 3,500 Palestinian and Lebanese civilians. 
 
Activity  
I will write a report in the school wall magazine on the massacres of Sabra and Shatila. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 78-79 
 
Israel resorted to all repressive means and measures in order to end the Intifada, which 
extended to the Palestinian leaders abroad, first and foremost among them being Khalil al-
Wazir (Abu Jihad) whom Israel assassinated at his home in Tunis on 16.4.1988 because of his 
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direct role in the Intifada,23 and [also] collective arrests, imposition of curfew and the expulsion 
policy. Among those expelled was the leader Fathi al-Shiqaqi. 
 
 
Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad): A Palestinian leader, born in 
1935 in the town of Ramlah, fled as a refugee with his family 
after the [1948] Catastrophe [Nakbah] to Gaza, joined the 
University of Alexandria but could not complete his studies 
[there], worked as a teacher in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
founded with some [other] fighters the Palestinian National 
Liberation Movement (Fath). Israel succeeded in assassinating 
him on 16.4.1988 at his home in Tunis. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fathi al-Shiqaqi 
A Palestinian leader, born in the village of Zarnuga in the Jaffa 
district and left with his family [in 1948] to the refugee camps 
in Rafah, worked as a teacher and then as a doctor in Jerusalem 
and founded the Islamic Jihad Movement. He was arrested 
more than once until he was expelled to Lebanon in 1988. 
Israel assassinated him in Malta on 26.10.1995. 
 
 
 
 
 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 82 
 
The Intifada adopted the method of popular war against the occupation with the consequent 
confrontations between the two parties. A number of Palestinian leaders were assassinated, 
among them Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad), Hayil Abd al-Hamid (Abu al-Hawl) and Muhammad al-
Umari.24  
 
Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad): A Palestinian leader who played a fundamental role in the struggle of 
the Palestinian people against Israeli occupation. He moved to Kuwait in 1959 to work there as 
a teacher. He formed with Yasser Arafat, Khalil al-Wazir [Abu Jihad] and others the Fath 
movement. Later he moved to Lebanon. He faced many attempts on his life until he was 
assassinated on 23.1.1991 in Tunis.   
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 86 
 
I will explain the following: 

A. The numerous agreements between the Palestinians and Israel 
B. The construction of the separating wall by Israel 
C. The assassination of many Palestinian leaders by Israeli forces 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 95 
 

                                                
23 The immediate reason for the assassination was probably a Palestinian terrorist attack on a bus near the 
Israeli city of Dimona. 
24 They were killed in Tunis in January 1991, while the Desert Storm operation against Iraq was going 
on. Media reports attributed the assassinations to agents of the rival Palestinian faction of Abu Nidhal. 
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Grade 12 
 
Israel is depicted as a state of foreign settlers who expelled part of the indigenous population 
and oppressed the others. It is compared to Colonialist cases such as South Africa and 
Rhodesia. 
 
The Colonialist Imperialist phenomenon is, in its essence, the existence of aliens in the midst of 
the milieu of the original inhabitants of the country. They feel pure and superior, practice 
against the original inhabitants various types of racial discrimination and deny their [i.e., the 
original inhabitants’] national character. Colonialist Imperialism in modern times is found 
mainly in Palestine, South Africa and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). Their existence constitutes a 
fateful challenge to the peoples on which they impose themselves in order to acquire land by 
whatever means, because land is the material foundation of the settlements as the settlers are 
their human foundation. It should be noted that the Imperialist entity’s policy encouraging the 
immigration of settlers does not open the door to all those who wish to settle. Rather, it 
necessitates a certain type of settlers. This type in relation to South Africa and Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe) is the white-skinned European. As regards Israel, it is preferred that the Jew be a 
European or American.25 
 
The operation of attracting settlers was accompanied by the expulsion of the original 
inhabitants, by denying them citizenship and economically exploiting them as cheap working 
hands and servants among the settlers. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 6-7  
 
Colonialist Imperialism is concentrated in modern times in: 
      A.  Egypt 
      B.  Palestine 
      C.  Uganda 
      D.  Chile 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 166    
 
Israel is sometimes referred to as an Imperialist entity, which expelled the country’s indigenous 
population. 
 
[Questions:] 
I will put a “V” sign next to the correct phrase and an “X” sign next to the incorrect phrase: 
… 
The Imperialists expelled the original inhabitants as happened in Palestine. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 9    
 
Ethnic cleansing aims at uprooting ethnic groups related to resistance, or groups, which strive 
to change the political conditions and use the method of guerrilla warfare. Cleansing may be 
caused due to a certain doctrine aiming at getting rid of some groups. Ethnic cleansing causes 
on many occasions the creation of political problems difficult to be solved on the long run 
because it prevents the expelled groups from returning to their homeland, as the case is with the 
Palestinian refugees. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 124    
 
The Arabs’ victory on the sixth of October 1973 over the usurper of the Arab land… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 117 
 

                                                
25 As far as Israel’s Law of Return and official policy are concerned, all Jews, of whatever origin, are 
welcomed. As a result of this policy, most Jews of Asian and African countries immigrated to Israel.  
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The usurpation of Palestine is not the only danger posed by Israel, which is presented as an 
expansionist entity. 
 
They think out of their transgression that the Euphrates [River] is theirs 
And that the Nile [River] and the noble Kaaba26 are their borders 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 80 
 
Accordingly, aggression is one of Israel’s traits, which finds its expression in its relations with 
the Arab neighboring states (and see the description of these relations in the sub-chapter titled 
“the Palestinian Problem” above). 
 
Apart from that, Israel is blamed of more specific crimes such as rape, murder of children, 
imprisonment, torture and killing of freedom fighters, house demolitions, etc. The obvious 
conclusion:  
 
Do not consider the occupier human [or humane – dha insaniyyah]. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 51 
 
Among the allegories [the poet uses in his poem] is his saying: “the virgins fall down like 
shooting stars”, as he likened the [Palestinian] virgin girls after having been raped [by Israelis 
in 1948] to shining stars falling from the skies. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 111 
 
The German journalist approached to deliver her testimony in the case of the killing of the 
school student in front of his fellow students.  
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 17 
 
Let us discuss: The Palestinian woman had a distinguished role in the popular resistance against 
British Mandate and Israeli occupation. Hundreds of struggling women were exposed to arrest, 
torture and martyrdom in the cause of the defense of the homeland.  
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 53 
 
Those Ones with Special Needs 
These are the people who suffer from total or partial disability in one of the senses or in 
physical or mental capabilities… The proportion of these [people] within the Palestinian people 
exceeds that in other peoples due to the occupation’s crimes, which result from injuries by 
various [kinds of] weapons used against the Palestinians and from acts of physical and 
psychological torture against them… 
Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 152 
 
…We would not have been content with the prison cell torment 
And with oppression’s shackles and its bars 
And would not have suffered from hunger and its deprivation 
But for the sake of unbinding the crucified moon’s bonds 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 25 
 
Our blood on the barbed wires of Ansar27 
Is dancing in the flaring sun at noontime… 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 38 
 
Did you think that they were killed, as you secretly contrived? 

                                                
26 The Kaaba in Mecca is the Muslim holiest sanctuary. 
27 An Israeli camp for Palestinian prisoners in Lebanon in 1982, which has become a symbol for Israeli 
detention camps in general.  
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But they came back and were marked by the Blood Flowers 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54 
 
The inhabitants’ houses were demolished by the occupation forces. 
The occupation forces demolished the inhabitants’ houses. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 56 
 
We do not steal ancient monuments 
We do not know what the taste of crime is 
We do not burn books 
And do not break pens 
And do not rob the weak others 
So, take your hands off our people 
O deaf people who 
Filled their ears with cotton and clay 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 66 
 
You defeated armies but you did not defeat sentiment 
You cut off the trees at their top and the roots remained 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 80 
 
God may put the believers to a test with fear to which they may be exposed due to their 
enemies’ gathering against them, and with hunger and lack of property due to the economic war 
against them or due to their expulsion and driving out of their land. 
 
I will think: The noble [Qur’an] verses of [this] lesson touch the [present] reality of the 
Palestinian people. I will explain that. 
Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 10 
 
Such policies have their psychological effect on the Palestinians and the students are requested 
to have their own input to the general picture in this respect. 
 
The Psychological Stress Experienced by the Palestinian People 
The Palestinian people is exposed to many internal and external psychological pressures. It 
suffered from numerous wars imposed on it, experienced many consecutive forced emigrations, 
loss of land, houses, sons and sources of livelihood, in addition to closures, the siege, and 
standing for long hours and being searched at the military road blocks. But it has managed to 
record the most exalted examples of steadfastness and patience vis-à-vis the hardships.  
 
I will speak of a situation I faced due to the occupation forces, which caused me psychological 
stress. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 62 
 
Other damages caused by Israel are mainly economic, social end environmental. 
 
…As a result of the increasing advance of built-up areas into agricultural lands and the 
confiscation of lands lately, the vanishing of agricultural lands has been accelerated. 
Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 24 
 
Arab tourism in Palestine is non-existent due to the occupation circumstances and the political 
limitations. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 144 
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Poverty in Palestine 
The poverty phenomenon in Palestine has been aggravated with the consecutive political 
catastrophes, which the Palestinian people has witnessed since the middle of the last century 
until the beginning of the present century. Its sharpness has increased in latest years with the 
rise of the arbitrary measures taken by Israeli occupation authorities.  

 
The Reasons for Poverty in Palestine 
[Some] of the reasons which have contributed to the aggravation of poverty in Palestine [are as 
follows]: 

�  The comprehensive closure imposed by Israel on the [Palestinian] territories, the 
increase of Israeli limitations and siege and the systematic destruction of Palestinian 
economy and social structure, which has become aggravated with the beginning of the 
Al-Aqsa Intifada in 2000 and the ensuing limitation of the Palestinians’ movement 
between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. To that one should add the elimination of 
the freedom of movement of [Palestinian] workforce and goods between the Palestinian 
territories and Israel, as more than 120 thousand Palestinian workers have been denied 
access to their places of work inside Israel. In addition, thousands of other Palestinian 
workers who were working in the local market have become unemployed as a result of 
the standstill of many [Palestinian] workshops and factories because of the closure or 
because they were subjected to destruction and ruin. That has brought about the rise of 
unemployment averages and, consequently, the expansion of poverty range among the 
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

�  Infliction of immense damages upon the productive sectors, the agricultural sector in 
particular, and putting obstacles in front of the movement of Palestinian products 
between the areas of the Palestinian National Authority and Israel, which prevents 
Palestinian agricultural products from entering it except with a special permit and to a 
very limited extent, and also between the West bank and the Gaza strip. On the other 
hand, the Israeli authorities dump the markets of the occupied territories with large 
quantities of Israeli agricultural products in order to protect Israeli farmers. 

�  Confiscation of lands in order to expand existing [Jewish] settlements [in the West 
Bank] and build new settlements, in order to construct many bypassing roads for the 
settlements’ security, and in order to construct the racist separation wall, which has led 
to the swallow up of wide areas of Palestinian lands and inflicted heavy damages upon 
many Palestinian families, which have lost their only source of livelihood.  

�  Destruction of the elementary infrastructure and striking water and electricity networks, 
as well as institutions.  

�  Its [i.e., Israel’s] control over Palestinian commercial transactions through its continued 
control over Palestinian seaports and airports, cross points and borders and trade 
policies. 

�  … 
�  The Palestinian refugees phenomenon, as the highest average of the spread of poverty 

is found in the refugee camps where it reaches about 41.2%. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 44-45 
    
Studies show a decline in the ratio of working women in Palestinian society due to the political 
circumstances emanating from the measures [taken] by Israeli occupation, which take the form 
of military checkpoints, isolating the Palestinian cities from one another, tightening the grip 
around the Palestinian economy and preventing Palestinian workers from working outside it, 
which have caused the spread of unemployment among men and women and the scarcity of 
work opportunities for women. The 2004 statistics showed that the rate of participation by 
women in the work market was 13.2% of the total Palestinian workforce. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54 
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Women’s health in the Palestinian society, like that of other individuals of the [Palestinian] 
people, is affected by the repressive policy of the occupation, by the ensuing shortage of health 
services and by the increase of poverty. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 12 (2006) p. 54 
  
Water in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is being polluted by way of increasing salinity rates, 
which is explained by: 
 

�  Increase of salinity rates of the Jordan River water as it has reached a point of 5224 
milligram per one liter in 1991 because of Israel’s diversion of a large portion of its 
water to the Negev region, on the one hand, and the diversion of water from the salty 
springs in Beisan [Beit Shean] and Tiberias to it. 

�  Increase of salinity rates of subterranean water [resources] in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip because of Israeli extensive and excessive pumping of subterranean 
water… 

Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 86  
 
[Questions]: 
3 – I will conduct a research on the impact of the Jewish settlements on the pollution of the 
Palestinian environment. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 95  

 
On the other hand, another book discusses water problems in Palestine with no reference at all 
to either the Israeli occupation or Israeli settlements as a source for such problems, contrary to 
what is encountered in other PA textbooks. See Scientific Education, Grade 12 (2006) from p. 
122 onward.   
    
A new accusation against Israel, appearing for the first time in a history textbook for grade 12, 
is that it practices racial discrimination against the Palestinians. This new formula tends to 
incorporate as well old accusations, such as the occupation of East Jerusalem in 1967, which 
obviously do not relate to racism. 
 
Zionist Racial Discrimination against the Palestinians 
Since its establishment in 1948 Israel has taken a series of racist measures aiming at stressing 
the Jewish character of its state and at changing the geographic and demographic conditions of 
Palestine. Among these measures [are the following]: 

1. Expelling the Palestinian people from its land and replacing it with Jews. In 
spite of Resolution 194, which was issued on 11.12.1948 regarding the 
Palestinians’ right of return and compensation, Israel has not recognized this 
resolution and strives to remove the political character of the refugee problem, 
transform it into a humanitarian and social problem and include it in the 
framework of the projects of economic development in the region. 

2. Enacting racist laws such as “the Law of Return” of 1950, by which every Jew has the 
right to return to Israel, “the Naturalization Law” of 1952, which grants the incoming 
Jew Israeli citizenship in order to give the state a Jewish character. 

3. Treating the Palestinians who remained in their homeland as if they were minorities 
and denying them a national title with the accompanying collective rights. Racist terms 
are still used to this day in reference to them such as ‘the Arabs of Israel” or “the Arab 
sector in Israel”. 

4. Controlling lands and enacting laws which accomplish that, among which [are]: The 
Absentee Property Law of 1950, the Israel Fund Law of 1953, etc. in order to regulate 
the operations of forced confiscation of property of the absentee Palestinians and 
transfer its ownership to Jews. The consecutive Israeli governments since 1948 up to 
this day have refused to open the file of the Palestinian absentees’ property. This policy 
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continued following the occupation of the Palestinian territories in 1967 and it resorted 
to a series of measures of which the goal is strengthening racial discrimination: 

A. Confiscating lands and establishing Jewish settlements on them. 
B. Constructing roads, which cut the Palestinian territories and the use of which is 

restricted to the settlers under the protection of the Israeli occupation forces. 
C. Occupying Jerusalem and annexing it to Israel. 
D. Demolishing houses and destroying property. 
E. Imposing the siege, as well as the policy of closing the Palestinian territories 

for long periods, dismembering them by separating the West Bank from the 
Gaza Strip, the attempt to close the Gaza Strip after the Israeli unilateral 
withdrawal from it – which now takes place, and creating a sterile area under 
security pretexts. The Palestinian cities and villages have become very similar 
to the Bantustans,28 having been encircled by [Jewish] settlements and camps 
of the occupation forces. 

F. Seizing control of water resources and depriving the Palestinians of their use. 
G. The wall, which Israel began to construct after the eruption of the Al-Aqsa 

Intifada in 2000 and which has become known by [the epithet] “the Racist 
Annexation and Separation Wall”. It did not stop at the limit of annexing lands 
but exceeded that to dismembering the Arab settlements. 

 
These racist practices by Israel since its establishment in 1948 prompted the United Nations to 
issue its resolution no. 3379 on 10.11.1975, which considered Zionism a form of racism and 
denounced all its racist practices against the Palestinians. It is worth noting that this resolution 
was abolished according to a proposal presented by the United States on 16.12.1991, following 
the implications of the second Gulf War and the beginning of the peace process… 
 
[Questions:] 

�  I will explain the following: 
H. Ethnic cleansing causes the creation of difficult political problems. 
I. Israel’s rejection of Resolution 194 regarding the Palestinian refugees. 

 
�  Racial discrimination was prominent in Palestine and South Africa. I will explain: 

A. … 
B. The foundations of racist policy pursued by Israel in the Palestinian Arab 

territories since their occupation in 1967. 
 
Activity  
Let us discuss the impact on the Palestinian people of the Racist Annexation and Separation 
Wall constructed by Israel on the Palestinian lands. It is possible to be guided by the following: 

�  Limitation of the Palestinians’ freedom of movement. 
�  Fragmentation of Palestinian places of inhabitance. 
�  Confiscation of lands. 

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 124-
127 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
28 A term used to denote the fragmented “homelands” of the Bantu Africans in South Africa under the 
Apartheid regime. 
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The United Nations issued its resolution no. 3379, which considered Zionism a form of racism 
in: 

1. 1948 
2. 1967 
3. 1975 
4. 1987 

History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 171 
 
I will explain the racist policy pursued by Israel after its occupation of Palestine in 1948 until 
1967. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 178 
 
Its [i.e., the International Court of Justice’s] verdict is final and cannot be appealed, such as its 
verdict given in the case of the separating wall constructed by Israel in the Palestinian 
territories in 2004, which it [the Court] considered legally null and void and that it should be 
removed. But Israel did not pledge to execute the verdict, and the Palestinians demand that the 
[UN] General Assembly and the Security Council guarantee the execution of that verdict. 
 
Why cannot the International Court of Justice execute its verdicts? 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 55 
 
The formerly encountered accusation that Israel steals Palestinian water appears again in the 
history book of grade 12, with an addition attributing to Israel designs regarding outer sources 
such as the Nile. 
 
The Water Situation  in Palestine 
…Water has remained at the top of Israel’s priorities. Accordingly, its decision in 1949 was to 
nationalize water, which was regarded by it as the state’s public property. Following the 1967 
war it was quick to issue several military ordinances regarding water, among which [were the 
following]: 

1. Transferring all powers concerning water to the military governor. 
2. Granting the military governor complete authority of controlling all issues related to 

water, as well as the right to refuse any license without giving reasons [for such 
refusal]. 

3. All sources of water in the Palestinian territory became state property. 
4. Forcing every citizen in the Gaza Strip to obtain the military governor’s consent if he 

wanted to carry out any water-related project. 
 
Israel succeeded in strengthening its control over Palestine’s water resources through [the 
following]: 

1. Digging of agricultural wells was limited.  
2. Israel dug wells along the [old] Armistice Line with the Gaza Strip in order to use up 

the fresh water and diminish the [quantity of fresh] water flowing to the coastal 
subterranean aquifer in the Gaza Strip. 

3. Digging many wells inside the Israeli settlements. 
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Water in Palestine 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 149 

 
One of the results of this policy was the increase of salinity in most wells of subterranean water 
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which has prevented their use for agriculture and, 
consequently, reduced agricultural production. 
 
Israel consumes 86.5% of the total of Palestinian water. Throughout its occupation period of the 
Palestinian territories it has not acted to develop water facilities. It also destroyed large portions 
of the [existing] water facilities such as the destruction of wells and the destruction of irrigation 
networks, reservoirs and water pipelines during the sweeping operations it conducted following 
the eruption of the Al-Aqsa Intifada in September 2000.29 
 
These measures resulted in the emergence of several problems of which the most important 
[ones were the following]: 

1. The huge deficit in the subterranean aquifer. 
2. Soil salification. 
3. The inhabitants’ daily trouble in getting drinking water. 
4. Increase of water salinity rates and increase of the depths where it can be found, which 

has caused the closure of many wells. 

                                                
29 Sweeping operations – removal of trees and installations along rural roads used as cover for attacks 
against passing vehicles.  
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5. Israel’s threat to stop water supply to many Palestinian cities. 
 
For your Information: Water quantities in the Palestinian subterranean aquifer according to the 
Oslo Accord. 
 
…The Oslo Accord defined the quantity of water consumption as follows: 
Region       Water Quantity – Million Sq. Meters   
The West Bank               127.4 
The Gaza Strip       108 
Total        235.4 
[Israeli] settlements in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip    60 
Final total       295.4 
 
How is it possible – from your point of view – to confront the water crisis in Palestine? 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 149-
150 
 
[Questions:] 
Israel strengthened its control of Palestinian water after the war of 1967. I will explain: 
      A. Israeli measures for taking possession of Palestinian water. 
      B. The most important problems which have resulted from the exhaustion of 
           Palestinian water by Israel. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 155 
 
I will explain the following: 
The impact of the Israeli measures on the Palestinian rights regarding water 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 179 
 
Besides Palestinian water, Israel is involved in stealing Lebanese and Egyptian water and 
plays an important role in conspiracies aimed at stealing the Arabs’ water by non-Arabs.  
 
The Water of South Lebanon 
Lebanon enjoys sizable water resources because of its rainfall abundance and its many rivers, 
among which [are the following]: 

1. The Litani River, which is considered the longest river in Lebanon… Israel managed 
to control it following its invasion of Lebanese territories in 1978, and took some 
measures in order to impose its control over its water, such as: 

A. Construction of huge pumps near the Khardali Bridge in the region of the 
Security Belt.30 

B. Construction of huge pipes 10 km long from the river watercourse to the town 
of Al-Tayyibeh [in southern Lebanon]. 

C. Israel constructed huge reservoirs south of the town of Eita al-Sha’b [in 
southern Lebanon] for storing the Litani water and distributing it to the 
[Israeli] settlements in the region of Upper Galilee. It began to divert the water 
of the Litani River to the Sea of Galilee [in Israel], using huge pipes. It 
proposed to buy 400 million sq. meters of the Litani water under the pretext 
that this quantity was not needed by Lebanon, because it did not have any 
legal claim, which would allow it to share the river’s water [with Lebanon]. 

2. The Hasbani River, which originates from the slopes of Mount Hermon near 
the town of Hasbaya in Lebanon… Israel seized control of the Hasbani water 
following its invasion of Lebanese territories in 1982. 

 

                                                
30 The Security Belt – an area in south Lebanon, which was under the control of Israeli forces and the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) between the years 1985-2000. 
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It is worth mentioning that Israel still controls the strategically important Shab’a Farms, which 
makes it dominate the Hasbani River and also overlook the course of the Litani River and the 
Wazan [springs], which has made it [i.e., Israel] cling to this position and establish settlements 
there.31 
 

 
 

Diversion of the water of the Litani River32 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 150-
151  
 
Geography plays an important role in the course of events and wars in the Middle East. In the 
light of this phrase I will explain: 

A. The motives, which directed Israel’s eyes towards south Lebanon. 
B. The measures taken by Israel to control the water of the Litani River. 

 
What are the results emanating from: 
- The Israeli invasions of south Lebanon in 1978 and 1982? 
 
How would you explain: 
- The strategic importance of the Lebanese Shab’a Farms? 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 155  
 

                                                
31 The Shab’a Farms area was contested between Syria and Lebanon before 1967 and the Syrians used to 
have sporadic police presence there. The area was occupied by Israel in 1967. The Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon in 2000 did not include the Shab’a Farms area, which was approved by the UN 
observers who considered it part of the Golan Heights. The Israeli settlements on the slopes of Mount 
Hermon are farther away from the Shab’a Farms area. 
32 The story about Israel’s taking water out of the Litani River for its own use is wholly imaginary, 
including the data on the map. 
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Israel’s Role in the Conflict over the Nile’s Water 
Following the war of 1967 and its seizing control of Sinai Israel dug wells close to the Egyptian 
border. Egyptian engineers confirmed that Israel was stealing ground water from Sinai in a 
depth of 800 meter below ground surface. 
 
An Israeli engineer called Elisha’ Kali proposed a project in 1974 for bringing the Nile’s water 
to Israel and published it under the title “Water of Peace”. It aimed at widening the Ismailiyyah 
[fresh water] Canal in order to increase the flow of water in it in preparation for its transfer to 
the [Israeli] Negev region to irrigate 2.16 million dunums33 in order to absorb Jewish 
immigrants. 
 
Against this background Israel’s interest in Ethiopia seems special, for Ethiopia is the fountain 
of the Nile River’s water, on the one hand, and the most important African state as far as Israel 
is concerned security-wise, on the other hand. It is it [Ethiopia], which secures for it [Israel] a 
foothold on the [shores of the] Red Sea, as well as control over it and control of its northern and 
southern entrances. These Israeli convictions became concrete after it had learned the lessons of 
the October War of 1973, when Ethiopia allowed Israel to keep military bases on the Red Sea, 
which embodies the solid cooperation between the two states, with negative implications on the 
Arabs in all spheres – security, political and military. That cooperation became evident with the 
arrival of more than 400 Israeli experts to help Ethiopia construct the dams on the Blue Nile. 
Their joint water projects aim at developing the lands on the Ethiopian-Sudanese border. 
 
I will think: How is it possible to guarantee the security of Arab water in the light of the 
preceding [material]? 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 154 
 
I will explain Israel’s attempts at realizing its greedy ambitions regarding the Nile River.    
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 155 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                
33 A dunum roughly equals 900 sq. meters. 


