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Chapter Four: The Conflict 
 
The conflict starts with modern Zionism and with Jewish mass immigration into Palestine. 
Earlier historical contexts of this conflict are not discussed as such and Jewish historical 
presence in Palestine is mentioned as an episode with no connection to the present situation. 
 
A. The Palestinian Problem 
 
Grade 11 
 
…The Jews started immigrating to Palestine [in the 19th century] where the Jewish quarter was 
established in the northeastern part of the city of Jerusalem in 186034. In spite of that, the 
number of the Jews in Palestine in that period did not exceed 11 thousand souls and they were 
scattered in various cities. But, following the intensification of the calls in Europe for making 
the Jews settle in Palestine, there started to appear some Jewish organizations in support of 
colonizing the Holy Land such as the school of Mikveh Yisrael (Israel’s Hope) in 1870 on the 
lands of the [Arab] village of Yazur near Jaffa, which was established by the World Israeli 
Alliance [Alliance Israelite Universelle] (the Alliance association) for training the Jews in 
agricultural works in order to make them settle in Palestine. Britain [as well] established the 
Zion school in Jerusalem. The Austrian Jews had established there already in 1856 a Jewish 
school named “Evelina de Rothschild”. 
 
Question 5 – I will explain: 

�  The [phenomenon of] land slipping out of the Palestinians’ hands into the Jews’ hands 
during the second half of the nineteenth century. 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 58-59 
 
The First World War, the ensuing British occupation of Palestine, the Balfour Declaration, its 
approval by the League of Nations and the formation of British Mandatory government in the 
country were all fateful milestones – as seen by the PA textbooks – on the conflict course of 
development, which continued later as one between the Jewish state and its neighbors, chiefly 
the Palestinians. 
Following is a poem written about the Palestine conflict in the 1920s by a Lebanese poet 
residing in America.  
 
The country of peace and the land of bliss –  
When it becomes sad everyone is grieved 
For Palestine’s mishap is the mishap of the highest ones 
And the highest ones’ calamity is never insignificant 
We have been sleepless because of it, as if the swords 
Cut into our livers over here [i.e., in America] 
How would sleep visit eyes 
Which see around them signs of destruction? 
And how would life be pleasant to a people  
Upon which the world’s roads are closed? 
Say to the Jews and their followers: 
The glitter of desire has misled you! 
If only had Balfour given you 
A land of his, not a land of ours! 
For London is more spacious than our Jerusalem 
And London loves you more 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 78 

                                                
34 The Jewish Quarter is situated in the southern part of the Old City of Jerusalem and is much older. 
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Jerusalem flies black flags on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 60 

 
Activity  
Let us discuss: The League of Nations’ role in facilitating the establishment of the Jewish 
national home in Palestine. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 8 
 
Jewish immigration to Palestine continued through facilitations [provided] by the Mandatory 
government, which helped the Jews to acquire land by a number of means such as: 

1. It registered Arab land under the name of the Mandatory state and not under the name 
of the Arab landowner, even though he proved his ownership. 

2. Britain used military force against the Arabs in order to compel them to leave their 
lands and depart, as happened in Wadi al-Hawarith [the present city of Netanyah] near 
Tulkarm and in the Marj bin Amer Valley [Jezreel Valley].35 

                                                
35 These were mostly swamplands belonging to Syrian and Lebanese absentee landlords. The British 
government approved the transactions and saw to it that the Jews finance the resettlement of the tenants 
elsewhere.   
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3. Economic restrictions by imposing high taxes on lands, which put the land owner under 
the pressure of debt that he could not pay and, consequently, he had to sell it in order to 
pay the accumulating debts. 

4. Lands registered under the names of Lebanese and Syrian families and bought by the 
Zionist Organization for a low price. They were assessed by thousands of dunums.36 
Some of these families are Sursuq, Tayyan, Khouri and others. 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 17 
 
Clashes erupted between the Arabs and the Jews [in August 1929]… The clashes spread to the 
cities of Hebron and Safed… Britain formed a martial court for the trial of those ones who had 
participated in the clashes and it issued its sentence in the Acre prison regarding the execution 
of Fu’ad Hijazi, Ata al-Zir and Muhammad Jamjum…37 
 
Why did the English execute three Arabs and did not execute any Jew? 
 
Activity  
I will research and write about the martyrs Fu’ad Hijazi, Ata al-Zir and Muhammad Jamjum. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 9-10  
 
The pace of the Arab-Israeli conflict increased following the imposition of the [British] 
Mandate on Palestine in 1920… until Britain’s announcement of the end of its Mandate on May 
15, 1948. 
 
…The period between the years 1948-1967 is the period starting with the Arab-Israeli war and 
Israel’s success in establishing its state on the greater part of Palestine, which is considered 
larger than the area given to it within the Partition Resolution of 1947… The Israeli occupation 
of the rest of the Palestinian lands in 1967… the settlement proposals for ending the Arab-
Israeli conflict and for creating a solution to the Palestinian problem, which were culminated by 
the Oslo Accord and the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, the continuation of negotiations between the two parties, the Palestinian and 
the Israeli, the stumbling and standstill of which led to the eruption of the Al-Aqsa Intifada in 
2000… 
Introduction, Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) 
page not numbered 
 
The history textbook for grade 11 fully admits, contrary to former PA books and contrary to the 
subsequent books of grade 12, that it was the Arab side, including the Palestinians, who started 
the war in 1948 in defiance of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947 and with the professed goal 
of preventing the establishment of a Jewish state there. 
 
The Arab League held several conferences in order to react to the UN commission which 
recommended the partition [of Palestine between Arabs and Jews] and took a decision to 
protest the partition of Palestine and oppose any resolution which would not decree the 
establishment of an Arab state there, in addition to decisions regarding the formation of a 
military committee and the gathering of Arab armies on Palestine’s borders, as was decided in 
the city of Aley in Lebanon on 7.10.1947. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 29  
 

                                                
36 One dunum equals about 900 square meters. 
37 The clashes of 1929 were, in fact, Arab attacks on isolated Jewish settlements and on Jews residing in 
Arab cities. Some 70 Jews were massacred in Hebron and the rest fled the city. The British authorities 
tried and hanged three out of hundreds of attackers. 
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The Arabs’ Position after the Issuance of the Partition Resolution 
The Arab League decided… that the Partition Resolution is null and void and that it should be 
foiled. Also, the Palestinian people should be assisted. 
 
The Palestinian Resistance 
The Palestinians rejected the Partition resolution and the resistance intensified… Britain had 
announced that any intervention on the part of the Arab states in Palestine before May 15 will 
be considered an aggression against it… Therefore, the Political Committee of the Arab League 
decided… to enter Palestine on May 15, immediately following the British evacuation of 
forces. In spite of the continuation of the Palestinian resistance, many Palestinian cities and 
villages fell in the Jews’ hands one after another, such as Safed, Deir Yasin, al-Qastal, Tiberias, 
Haifa, Jaffa and Beisan before May 15, 1948. 
 
…The Jewish Agency held a meeting under the presidency of David Ben Gurion on 14.5.1948 
in which it proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel on 15.5.1948. 
 
Activity  
I will conduct a research and write a report on the Palestinian resistance during the period 
starting in the issuance of the Partition Resolution No. 181 until the ending of the British 
Mandate on 15.5.1948. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 30-31 
 
The Arab-Israeli War of 1948 
The pace of military actions between the Palestinians and the Zionist forces intensified 
following the ending of the British Mandate over Palestine and the proclamation by the Jews of 
the establishment of their state on May 15, 1948. In the face of this situation the Arab 
governments decided to send their forces to Palestine in order to support the Palestinian people 
in defending its land and to prevent the establishment of a Jewish state there. 
 
In a memorandum he sent to the UN Secretary General, Abd al-Rahman Azzam, Secretary 
General of the Arab League, explained the reasons, which caused the Arab governments’ 
military intervention. The sixth paragraph read: 
 
“Whereas the security of Palestine is a sacred trust tied to the neck of the Arab states, and out of 
desire to put an end to this situation and prevent it from becoming critical and turn into chaos, 
the extent of which no one knows, and out of desire to prevent the spread of disturbances and 
chaos in Palestine to the neighboring Arab states and fill in the vacuum existing in the 
Palestinian government apparatus as a result of the vanishing of the Mandate and the absence of 
a legitimate authority that would replace it, the governments of the Arab states considered 
themselves obliged to intervene in Palestine just for the purpose of helping its inhabitants to 
restore peace and security.” 
 
The Arab armies entered Palestine on 15.5.1948 following the ending of the British Mandate. 
They consisted of about 14 thousand fighters from several Arab states among which [were] 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq, and forces from Saudi Arabia and Sudan joined the 
Egyptian forces later. Barely two weeks passed since their entrance into Palestine until they 
managed, with the Palestinian resistance, to take control over most of the regions there, which 
caused the Jews to ask for help from the United States of America and Britain in order to 
intervene immediately and stop the fighting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



����

 
 

Map of the Arab-Israeli war, 1948 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 43 

 
Following that, the Security Council decided to stop the fighting between the Arabs and the 
Jews on May 29, 1948 for a period of four weeks… Both parties agreed to the truce, but the 
Jews violated it three hours after the announcement of its implementation. 
 
Why did the Jews demand from both the United States of America and Britain to intervene for 
a ceasefire? 
 
The Jews’ Achievements as a Result of the Truce  
The Jews had several achievements as a result of the truce, of which the most important ones 
were: 
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�  Lifting the siege from the Jewish community in Jerusalem and providing it with water 
and provisions. 

�  Opening the road connecting Jerusalem with Tel Aviv. In addition, the Jews opened 
[another] road parallel to it. 

�  Being supplied with weapons and ammunition and bringing in fighters from the 
United States, England and South Africa. 

�  They occupied strategic positions and fortified them by digging trenches in 
preparation for the resumption of fighting. 

 
The Arabs abided by the ceasefire and their armies remained in their posts. They did not 
respond to the Jews’ violations of the truce and opened to them the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road. 
 
…Fighting between the Arabs and the Jews was resumed after the ending of the truce period… 
The Jews managed during that period to take control of the cities of Lydda and Ramlah, after 
the Jordanian forces had withdrawn from them, in addition to taking control of some areas in 
southern Palestine, which were under the control of the Egyptian forces. They also took control 
of some posts in western Galilee. 
 
The Security Council met to study the deterioration of the situation in Palestine and issued a 
resolution regarding the necessity to end the fighting and announcing a truce for a second time 
beginning in 18.7.1948, which was accepted by both Arabs and Jews. 
 
Why did both Arabs and Jews accept the truce? 
 
During that period the international mediator [Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden] tried to work 
on the implementation of his proposal, but the Zionists assassinated him in Jerusalem on 
17.9.1948 and started their military operations against the Arab armies and managed to occupy 
the Negev and the Galilee region. 
 
Why did the Jews assassinate Count Folke Bernadotte? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 33-34 
 
The Armistice Agreements with Israel’s Neighboring States 
The Arab armies withdrew from Palestine and an armistice agreement was signed between each 
of Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria and Israel on the island of Rhodes in 1949 known as “the 
Rhodes Armistice”. It gave Israel a territory in Palestine 1.5 times bigger than the area given to 
it by the Partition rejected by the Arabs who unanimously decided to oppose it and overthrow it 
even by force. 
 
The Arabs and the Zionists differed in their view of the Rhodes armistice. The Zionists 
considered it the end of the war between them and the Arabs. The Zionists’ goal behind 
that was pushing the Arab states to conclude a permanent peace with them based on the 
fait accompli in Palestine. 
 
As for the Arabs, they adhered to the literal text of the Rhodes Armistice, which 
stipulated that it was an interim measure subject to the reconsideration of the issue of 
the future Palestinian government by the United Nations General Assembly. 
Accordingly, the Arabs were of the opinion that the armistice ended the military 
operations with Israel only, but it did not put an end to the existing state of war against 
it. 
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I will consider the reason for the Arabs’ willingness to sign the Rhodes Armistice in spite of the 
fact that it gave Israel a territory of Palestine 1.5 times bigger than what had been given to it by 
the Partition [Resolution of 1947] which they [i.e., the Arabs] had rejected before. 
 
The Reasons for the Defeat of the Arab Armies in the War 
The defeat of the Arab armies in battle was a result of several reasons such as: 

�  Meager military capability and experience within the Arab armies 
participating in the war. Some of them were newly formed and others were 
under a foreign command. 

�  The fighting Arab armies lacked a unified military command that would 
plan and oversee the operations. 

�  The truce periods, which interpenetrated the war, were not used for the 
providing [the Arab forces] with equipment and weapons, as done by the 
Jews. 

�  The Zionist forces were superior in numbers and equipment and had British 
and American support.38 

 
I will consider other reasons for the defeat of the Arab armies. 
 
The Results of the 1948 War 
The war of 1948 brought about several results: 

�  The dispersal of the Palestinian people. Some 156 thousand Palestinians came under 
Israeli occupation and about a million Palestinians were expelled and forced to 
emigrate from it [Palestine]. 

�  The establishment of the State of Israel on an area estimated at 77.4% of Palestine’s 
territory while having been allocated about 56% [only] by the Partition Resolution, as 
clearly shown on the map. 

�  The West Bank was annexed to Trans-Jordan and the Gaza Strip was placed under 
Egyptian administration. 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 35-36 
   
Many have lamented Palestine and its cities under the shadow of Israeli occupation, among 
which has been the Palestinian poet Abu Salma (Abd al-Karim al-Karami). 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 48 
 
…The Palestinians organized themselves in order to have their adequate share in the effort to 
reclaim their rights by all effective means dictated by the circumstances… 
 
[Some articles of the Palestinian Covenant are given – without the ones referring to Israel, or 
the Jews, or to the armed struggle] 
 
The Covenant was amended by striking out some of its articles after the signing of the Oslo 
Accord in a session held by the Palestinian National Council in Gaza on 14.12.1998. 
 
I will find the stricken out articles. 
 
Activity  
Let us discuss the circumstances, which brought about the amendment of the Palestinian 
National Covenant. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 44-46, 48  

                                                
38 America imposed an arms embargo on both sides and Britain sided with the Arabs. The Jordanian 
army was under the command of British officers and was allowed to operate against Jewish settlements 
in Palestine (Gush Etzion, Hartuv) even before May 15, 1948. British aircrafts clashed with Israeli ones 
in an attempt to check the advance of Israeli forces into Egyptian Sinai towards the end of the war.  
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…There appeared in the Arab arena many Fidai39 groups some of which belonged to parties 
and others were established by some Arab states… 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2005) p. 47 
 
The following description of the June War of 1967 is objective and does not present Israel, 
contrary to what is done in other cases, as an aggressor who suddenly jumped and occupied 
Arab territories. The description of the Israeli prime minister’s actions at the eve of the war 
clearly indicates that he was not looking for war. Such an approach is a rare phenomenon in 
Palestinian textbooks. 
 
The June War in the Year 1967 
…A clash took place between the Syrian and the Israeli forces on April 7, 1967 and six Syrian 
warplanes were downed… The Syrian leadership received the information of the Israeli threats 
with utmost seriousness and anticipated an attack at any moment… The situation became more 
dangerous on May 16, 1967 following Egypt’s request that the United Nations [Emergency] 
forces [which had been deployed on the Israeli-Egyptian border after the Sinai war of 1956] 
withdraw from their posts on the border so that Egyptian forces be spread there instead. The 
Israeli prime minister Levy Eshkol accused Syria of being responsible for the tension and 
insisted that Egypt withdraw its forces from Sinai. He asked the United Nations to reaffirm its 
commitment to Israel’s security and notify the Soviet Union about that. He [also] sent a letter to 
the French president [Charles] De Gaul in which he promised him that [Israel] would not 
initiate military actions unless Egypt closed the Tiran straits [at the entrance to the Gulf of 
Aqaba] to Israeli shipping. Egypt decided the close the Gulf of Aqaba to ships going to Israel in 
reaction to Israeli threats to occupy Damascus and topple the Syrian government. The 
[Egyptian] president Jamal Abd al-Nasser stated that in his speech saying: “The waters of the 
Gulf of Aqaba are Egyptian territorial waters.” Israel considered that an act of aggression and 
asked the United States to intervene in order to reopen the gulf to Israeli ships. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of the Straits of Tiran 
 
Modern and 
Contemporary History of 
Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 
(2006) p. 49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
39 Fidai is a traditional term denoting a man who is ready to sacrifice himself for a cause. In the 
Palestinian context it refers to members of the armed Palestinian organizations acting against Israel. 
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…The Israeli air force launched a stunning attack on Monday 5.6.1967 on the Egyptian, 
Jordanian, Syrian and Lebanese airfields and within three hours destroyed the airfields’ 
runways and the Arab aircrafts, which were standing on them. It should be known that the 
United States of America had assured Egypt that Israel would not initiate an attack. 
 
Syria and Jordan declared war on Israel on the first day of the attack and within six days Israeli 
forces managed to occupy the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and also took control of the 
Egyptian Sinai desert in its entirety and the Syrian Golan Heights. The Israeli army took 
positions on the eastern bank of the Suez Canal and on the Golan Heights and Mount Hermon 
up to [a line stretching] east of the Syrian town of Quneitra. Thus, the Egyptian, Syrian and 
Jordanian forces were defeated in that war. 
 

 
 

Map of the June War of 1967 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 50 
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It should be noted that the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip joined the Egyptian 
and Jordanian forces in resisting the Israeli forces, which had crossed the Palestinian borders 
according to the armistice of 1949. Thousands of Palestinians left the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip to the Arab states. In the wake of the defeat of the Arab armies in the June War of 1967 
the Arab kings and presidents held their fourth conference in Khartum between 29.8-1.9.1967, 
which was attended by twelve leaders. Syria was not present and Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia 
were content with sending representative [of a lower level]… 
 
[The resolutions of the Khartum conference are quoted, including the “Three No’s”, namely, no 
peace, no recognition and no negotiations with Israel] 
 
In your opinion, were the resolutions and the recommendations adopted by the fourth Arab 
summit conference sufficient for the elimination of aggression and for Israel’s withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territories? Why? 
 
[The UN Security Council resolution No. 242 of November 1967 is quoted, including a 
reference to the necessity of Israeli withdrawal from “territories occupied in the recent conflict” 
– as appearing in the English text, in comparison with the French version, which refers to “the 
territories”] 
 
Is there a difference between the use of the word “territories” and “the territories” in the 
resolution? Why? 
 
The Palestinian Liberation Organization [PLO] rejected this resolution having believed that it 
put an end to the state of war between the Arabs and Israel, opened the Arab maritime 
waterways to Israeli shipping and gave Israel secure borders recognized by the Arabs. 
 
Did this position fit the Arab and international political situation at that time? 
 
Activity  
Let us discuss the reasons for the Arab states’ defeat in the June war of 1967. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 49-53               
 
The West Bank and the Gaza Strip were subjected to Israeli military government in accordance 
with the Israel government’s decision, which appears in the ordinance issued on 7.6.1967 by 
the military governor of the West Bank [the translated text is quoted taken from an Israeli 
source]… 
 
Why did the Israeli authorities not embark on the annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip? 
 
The West Bank and the Gaza Strip remained under military government until the signing in 
1978 of the Camp David Agreement, which stipulated that a civil administration be established 
for the overseeing of the local inhabitants’ civil affairs. Civil affairs were separated from 
military and security matters. The Civil Administration’s chief was to be appointed by the 
commander of the Israeli army in the area. He was given the right of enacting secondary 
legislations and appointing senior officials and civil servants. 
 
Do you expect Israeli policy to have been different after transforming the military government 
into civil administration? Why? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 54-55 
 
The Israeli leaders expected that the Arab leaders would decide to surrender after the defeat of 
1967, but the result dashed their hopes. The Palestinian resistance movement was active and the 
Israeli prime minister Levy Eshkol expressed that [disappointment] by saying: “Jordan does not 
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do anything to put an end to the Fidais’ actions, which emanate from its territories, and we will 
be obliged to defend ourselves.” 
 
What do we conclude from the Israeli prime minister’s statement? 
 
The Battle of Karameh 
The Israeli forces began to intensify their presence on the Jordan river on 19.3.1968 and on 
21.3.1968 launched their attack on the eastern bank of the Jordan River in an area stretching 
from Prince Muhammad Bridge (Damia) in the north to the Dead Sea in the south in order to 
eliminate the Fidais’ positions in the area of [the town of] Karameh and its refugee camp close 
to King Hussein Bridge (Allenby). The battle lasted for 16 hours. 
 
The Israeli forces attacked with 15 thousand soldiers, four squadrons of warplanes and heavy 
artillery along the frontline. The Palestinian Fidais, with the cooperation of the Jordanian 
forces, warded off the Israeli forces, foiled their advance and prevented them from carrying out 
their plans. In the light of the fierce resistance, as cold steel was used face-to-face, Israel asked 
for ceasefire but that was not achieved before complete withdrawal of the Israeli forces.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The site of the battle of 
Karameh 
 
Modern and 
Contemporary 
History of Palestine, 
Grade 11, Part 2 
(2006) p. 64 
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The Karameh battle is considered a turning point with regard to the Palestinian resistance, as 
requests to volunteer in the resistance increased and so did its supplying with material and 
moral support. 
 
What is the psychological and military impact left by the battle of Karameh within the Arab 
party? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 65-66 
 
…In February 1969 the Palestinian National Council held its fifth session in Cairo and took 
several decisions one of which was [the following]: determinate opposition to all solutions, 
agreements and projects that contradict the right of the Palestinian people to its homeland. The 
Executive Committee of the Palestinian Liberation Organization was also elected and Mr. 
Yasser Arafat was chosen to be its chairman. [It was also decided] to support the Fidai activity 
materially and morally in [its] activity against the occupation… 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 65 
 
The War of Attrition 
The War of Attrition broke out on… the front of the Suez Canal in February 1969. The 
Egyptian leadership’s goal in this war was not to allow the transformation of the ceasefire lines 
into permanent borderlines and to inflict on Israel human and material loses. 
 
The Egyptian blows were concentrated on the Israeli military forces, which fortified themselves 
in the Bar-Lev Line40 while the Israeli blows focused on Egyptian forces spread on the western 
bank of the Canal. Thus, fighting was transformed into mutual attrition in which the total of 
Egyptian casualties outnumbered [that of] Israeli casualties.  
 
Israel intensified this attrition by making its air force participate in the military operations 
beginning on July 20, 1969 and then expanded the arena of its operations by bombing targets 
deep in Egyptian territory beginning on 7.1.1970. This situation could have continued for a 
long time had the Egyptian not built an effective system of air defense, which succeeded in 
downing the Israeli aircrafts that entered the Egyptian air space. 
 
[The Rogers plan is then discussed] 
 
Having studied the Rogers Plan, I will explain why it was rejected by the PLO. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 66-67 
 
…As a result of the expanding activities of the Palestinian resistance in Jordan Israel strove to 
get rid of it by recurring raids on Jordan, which led to tension in the relations between the 
Jordanian government and the PLO to a degree of armed clashes [between them] in September 
1970, which brought about the evacuation of the Palestinian resistance [forces] from Jordan to 
Lebanon 
What impact did the departure of the [Palestinian] resistance from Jordan to Lebanon leave on 
the Palestinian arena and the [Arab] eastern front [against Israel]? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 67 
 
The War of Ramadan (October 1973) 
Israeli inroads on Egypt and Syria followed one another while the two states were planning to 
regain their territories [lost in 1967]. The Egyptian forces crossed the Suez Canal on Saturday 
October 6, 1973, destroyed the Bar-Lev Line and spread on the eastern bank of the Canal. The 
Syrian forces as well managed to take control of Mount Hermon and started advancing towards 
the Golan Heights. 

                                                
40 The Israeli defense line on the eastern bank of the Canal named after the Israeli Chief of Staff at that 
time. 
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But after the absorption of the [initial] shock and confusion among the Israeli command and 
[following] the arrival of American military supplies by air and sea bridges carrying the most 
advanced weapons, and with the participation of the American surveillance aircrafts, which 
were providing the Israeli forces with precise information about the movement of the Arab 
forces, the Israeli forces regained the initiative.  
 
The Israeli forces pushed the Syrian army back to the ceasefire line of 1967 and crossed it 
occupying Syrian territory estimated at 500 square km and threatened the [Syrian] capital 
Damascus… Also, the spread of the Egyptian forces along the front east of the Suez Canal and 
the decision taken to develop the Egyptian land offensive towards the [Mitla and the Jiddi] 
Passes, without air cover and with the absence of sufficient reserve of the Egyptian army to 
defend its rear, made it possible for part of the Israeli forces to open the Deversoir breach at the 
Suez Canal and cross it over to the western bank and [thus] the Egyptian missile bases 
operating in that area were destroyed. [The Israeli forces] penetrated some 20 miles [into Egypt 
proper] with a view to surrounding the Egyptian third army and controlling the road leading to 
Cairo. 
 
I will explain: The October war was not decided in favor of any of the parties. 
 
The endeavors of the great powers began in order to bring about a ceasefire and the Security 
Council’s resolution No. 338 was issued… The international efforts continued until ceasefire 
agreements were signed in 1974 between the Egyptian and Israeli forces and the Syrian and 
Israeli forces. 
 
The Israeli forces violated the ceasefire in order to acquire new territories. They occupied 
Mount Hermon and strengthened their presence in the southern suburbs of Suez in an attempt to 
achieve political and strategic gains. 
 
Why did the Israeli forces intentionally violate the ceasefire? 
 
The Results of the October War 
The October War had several results among which [were the following]: 

�  Oil’s political and strategic importance became prominent, as the Arabs 
employed the oil weapon in battle through the decision to gradually decrease 
Arab oil production for every exporting Arab state in a monthly ratio not less than 
5% until Israel’s withdrawal from the Arab occupied territories. 

�  Recognition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people, in a resolution adopted by the Arab summit [conference] in Rabat on 
October 26, 1974. 

�  Increase of international recognition and acceptance of the PLO, as the UN 
General Assembly issued resolution No. 3236 in session No. 29 in November 
1974 [the resolution is being quoted]. The UN General Assembly also adopted in 
November 1974 a resolution making the PLO a member of the organization as an 
observer with the right to participate in all UN bodies and international 
conferences.  

 
Mr. Yasser Arafat delivered a speech at the UN on November 13, 1974 
[quotations]. 
 
What are the gains achieved by the PLO after the October War? 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 67-71  
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The Palestinian National Council had already held its twelfth session in the beginning of June 
1974 in order to study the recent developments in the Palestinian arena after the October war 
and issued the phased political program, which said inter alia: 
 
“The establishment of the people’s fighting independent national rule on any liberated part of 
the Palestinian land… Any liberation move that is to be done is a link [in the chain] for the 
continued realization of the PLO strategy regarding the establishment of the democratic 
Palestinian state…” 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 69  
 
…In 1975 Israel was denounced by the UN General Assembly in its thirtieth session within 
Resolution No. 3379 which said: “The United Nations General Assembly affirms that Zionism 
is a form of racism and racial discrimination.”  
 
This resolution was cancelled by the United Nations in 1991. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 71  
    
Palestinian Resistance in the Lebanese Arena 
…The Cairo Agreement 
It was concluded between the Lebanese government and the Palestinian leadership in 1969 in 
Cairo and contained Lebanon’s agreement to [Palestinian] Fidai activity in specific areas of 
Lebanon, the freedom of movement and training within and across specified passageways 
within Lebanese territory and the abolishment of all limitations imposed on the refugee camps 
there… 
 
Israeli aggression on the Palestinian [refugee] camps and positions increased and went beyond 
that into the villages, cities, infrastructure and economic centers in Lebanon, which drove the 
PLO in 1972 to freeze it operations from Lebanese territories. In spite of that, Israeli aggression 
and bombardment of Palestinian concentrations in Lebanon did not stop. These operations also 
included the assassination of leading Palestinian activists such as Muhammad Yusuf al-Najjar, 
Kamal Adwan and Kamal Nasser in Beirut in 1973. 
 
The Maronite [Christian Lebanese] leaders and [the Maronite-led] Phalanges Party seized the 
opportunity and demanded that the Lebanese forces enter the Palestinian [refugee] camps in 
order to defend them, which resulted in clashes between them and the Palestinians, as happened 
in the massacre at [the Palestinian camp of] Tall al-Za’tar [during the Lebanese civil war which 
started in April 1975]. 
 
How would you see the future of the Palestinian presence in Lebanon in the shadow of these 
developments? And who benefits from that? 
 
The Israeli forces swept through the Lebanese south in March 1978 in a military operation 
named “the Litani Operation” with a view to destroying the Palestinian forces’ infrastructure in 
Lebanon. It reached the vicinity of the Litani River.41 
 
The [UN] Security Council issued on 19.3.1978 [its] Resolution No. 425 regarding ceasefire, 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and sending UN emergency forces to southern Lebanon. Having 
faced the fierce resistance of the joint Palestinian and Lebanese forces, the Israeli forces 
withdrew leaving the region under [the control of] the South Lebanon Army, which was Israel’s 
ally. 
 

                                                
41 This operation came after a Palestinian terrorist attack from Lebanese territory on civil transportation 
on the Israeli coastal highway between Tel Aviv and Haifa in which close to 40 Israeli civilians were 
killed. 
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Activity  
Let us conduct research, write a report about the massacre of Tall al-Za’tar and read it on the 
school radio. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 71-72 
 
The Israeli Invasion of Lebanon in 1982 
Israel planned to eliminate the PLO and abolish its political role in the region by putting an end 
to the armed Palestinian presence [in Lebanon] and [to] the Lebanese resistance [forces]. Israel 
impatiently waited for a pretext and that was accomplished when an assassination attempt of its 
ambassador in London took place on 3.6.1982. The Israeli government held an emergency 
meeting and decided to begin the attack. It paved the way for it by bombarding Beirut so that 
the invasion would start on 6.6.1982.  
 
The Israeli government claimed that the operation was limited in its goals and aimed at pushing 
the Palestinian forces to a distance of 40 km [from the Israeli-Lebanese border], that is, to the 
Litani River, without provoking the Syrian forces [deployed inside Lebanon]. But on the fourth 
day [of the operation, Israeli] bombardment extended to the Syrian missile bases in the Beqa’ 
Valley [in Lebanon] and destroyed them.  
 
The Palestinian and Lebanese resistance confused the Israeli army but did not prevent its 
advance northward in the direction of Beirut and the Damascus-Beirut highway, engaging with 
the Syrian forces deployed there. The Israeli forces’ advance continued until it laid a siege on 
west Beirut.42  
 
The Siege of Beirut 
The Israeli forces entered east Beirut and, with the cooperation of the Phalanges Lebanese 
[Christian] militia, they managed to encircle west Beirut, which withstood the bombardment 
and destruction aiming at narrowing its encirclement and gradually advancing to complete the 
occupation of the western part of the [Lebanese] capital where the Palestinian and Lebanese 
resistance was present. 
 
Water and electricity were cut off from the city and food, medicines and fuel were prevented 
from coming in. Israel massed three divisions in order to storm it. Bombardment reached its 
peak between 1-12 of August, as the Israeli army used various kinds of weaponry. The United 
States of America sent its special envoy Philip Habib during the siege in order to convince the 
Palestinian leadership to agree to withdraw from Beirut. The PLO accepted Philip Habib’s 
proposals to withdraw from Beirut in deference to calls by Lebanese and Arab leaders. 
 
Had you been given the power of making a decision, would you have agreed to withdraw or 
not? Why? 
 
A multinational force was sent in order to oversee the evacuation of the Palestinian resistance 
forces from Lebanon. The first ship sailed from the Beirut harbor on 21.8.1982 carrying on 
board a group of Palestinian fighters after a siege that lasted some 80 days. 
 
The Palestinian resistance forces were distributed among Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Algeria 
and [also] Tunisia, which became the PLO headquarters. The PLO began to reassess its policy 
so that it would fit the new political and military circumstances. 
 
What is the impact resulting from the expulsion of the Palestinian resistance from Lebanon and 
the dispersion of its forces? 
 

                                                
42 Muslim west Beirut was the PLO stronghold at that time while Christian east Beirut did not resist the 
Israeli forces.  
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[President] Reagan’s Initiative 1.9.1982 
The American president Ronald Reagan presented a peace initiative after the dispersion of the 
Palestinian resistance forces in states far away from the confrontation lines, which stated: 

�  Mutual recognition between Israel, Jordan and the Palestinians and of the existence of 
Israel within secure and recognized borders. 

�  Establishment of self-rule for the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
connected with Jordan. 

�  Freezing of Israeli settlement during the transitional period. 
 
The Reagan initiative was rejected by both the PLO and Israel. Why? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 77-78 
 
The Palestinian Intifada in 1987 
The Palestinian people embarked on its first Intifada on 9.12.1987. Some of the indirect factors 
[which led] to its eruption [were]: 

�  The PLO exit from Lebanon in the wake of Israeli invasion in 1982 and the dispersal 
of its forces in various Arab states. 

�  Israel’s attempt to create local leaderships as an alternative to the PLO such as the 
League of Villages. 

�  Israel’s feverish implementation of its repressive policy vis-à-vis the Palestinian 
people, which was called the iron-fist policy, such as arrests, expulsion, closing of 
schools and universities for long periods, house demolition, land confiscation, etc. 

�  As for the direct reason which led to the break out of the Intifada, an Israeli truck 
collided with two cars carrying Arab inhabitants from the Jibalya [refugee] camp in the 
Gaza Strip, which brought about the martyrdom of four Palestinian inhabitants. 
Confrontations erupted between the Camp’s inhabitants and the occupation forces 
which soon spread all over the Gaza Strip and the West Bank and the Palestinian 
people embarked on it with all its sectors. 

 
Why did the Intifada attract all sectors of the Palestinian people? 
 
The [Israeli] iron-fist, force and humiliation policy did not help in deviating the Palestinians 
from their goals. 
 
…How did the PLO endeavor to use the Intifada for the realization of the Palestinian people’s 
goals? 
 
Israel’s Policy in Confronting the Intifada 
Israel resorted to all repressive means and measures in order to end the Intifada, which 
extended to the Palestinian leaders abroad… and [also included] collective arrests, imposition 
of curfew and the expulsion policy... 
 
Some foreign papers discussed these means and measures, among which was the British 
Guardian which criticized the Israeli policy of confronting the Intifada saying: “[The Israeli 
prime minister Yitzhak] Shamir waves his iron fist and declares his determination to cling to 
his position, but he avoids reason and reality, which is represented by the fast increasing 
limitations: bullets, [tear] gas, arrests, illegal expulsion, long curfews, censorship threatening 
with more actions in the future, which are considered by themselves a change of course and 
direction by both friend and enemy. For the first time Israel was forced by a bunch of angry 
youth to face the truth that it cannot remain a democracy and an occupying force for ever.” 
 
Did the iron-fist policy succeed in stopping the Intifada? Why? 
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In spite of this policy, the Israeli authorities could not stop the Intifada, and since the occupied 
territories became a security as well as an economic and moral burden on the Israeli 
government, what solution would the Israeli leaders propose? 
 
[The Israeli veteran politician] Shimon Peres says: “Our image has become unbearable. 
Negotiations are better than showing [stone] throwing films [on TV].” 
 
And the [Israeli] Minister of Science [Eizer] Weizmann stated: “The only way to stop the 
Intifada is to conduct negotiations with the PLO and he [sic] is ready to conduct negotiations 
with it and meet [its leader] Yasser Arafat if the organization recognizes Israel, declares a 
ceasefire and stopping of terrorist actions and recognizes the UN resolutions 242 and 338.” 
 
The Arab Position vis-à-vis the Intifada 
The demonstrations supporting the Palestinian people became universal in most Arab capitals 
and committees for the support of the Palestinian Intifada were formed… The denouncement 
campaign of the Israeli practices against the unarmed Palestinian people intensified over the 
communication media… 
 
The United Nations Organization denounced Israeli policy in many of its resolutions, 
demanded that it respect the fourth Geneva Convention related to the right of civilians and 
decided on 15.12.1988 to accept Palestine as a member instead of the PLO. 
 
The United States tried to stop the Intifada through [the effort of] its foreign minister George 
Shultz who issued a declaration to the Palestinians on 26.2.1988: 
 
The participation of the Palestinians is considered fundamental for the success of the peace 
process. I was hoping to bring this message to East Jerusalem and personally hear from 
Palestine’s leaders about your hopes and opinions… 
 
First, Palestinians and Israelis should work with one another in another form. The Palestinians 
should have control over political and economic decisions, which influence their own life. The 
Palestinians should actively participate in the negotiations for the determination of their future. 
 
Second, This move should be part of a wider effort for attaining a comprehensive settlement 
and realizing it on the basis of the Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. 
 
The opportunity is available and knocks loudly on your door. Now is the time to start working. 
We have a workable plan and we are ready to be committed to it with our efforts. So let us turn 
our dreams into the reality of peace, rights and security for all. Thank you.” 
 
I will explain the intervention on the part of the United States of America. 
 
In the light of the continuation of the Intifada and Israel’s inability to create an alternative 
leadership to the PLO, King Hussein bin Talal of Jordan declared on 31.7.1988 the detachment 
of the West Bank [from Jordan]. 
 
How did the detachment decision influence the Palestinians? 
 
The Intifada’s Achievements 
With the intensification of the Palestinian Intifada, the Palestinians and the Arab states aspired 
to the convention of an international conference to bring the Palestinian problem to a 
comprehensive and just solution for the sake of the establishment of the independent 
Palestinian state. Therefore, the Palestinian National Council issued in its fourteenth session, 
which was held in Algiers on 15.11.1988, the declaration of independence [quotations]… 
 



���	

How did the Declaration of Independence influence the course of the Palestinian struggle?  
 
With the increase of international solidarity with the Palestinian people, the United States of 
America decided on 14.12.1988 to open a dialogue with the PLO. 
 
Do you expect the United States of America to use its influence in order to pressure Israel in 
favor of the Palestinian problem? Why? 
 
I will test myself: 
Question 2: The force and oppression policy used by Israel in the occupied territories did not 
deviate the Palestinian people from the continuation of its struggle, which was culminated by 
the eruption of the Intifada in 1987. In light of this phrase I will answer the following: 

A. What are the factors, which brought about the eruption of the Palestinian 
Intifada in 1987? 

B. I will mention the goals, which the Palestinians endeavored to realize in their 
Intifada. 

C. I will explain the Intifada’s impact on the Palestinian problem. 
Question 3: I will explain the policy pursued by Israel in order to suppress the Intifada. 
 
Activity  
Let us discuss the need to diversify the methods of the Palestinian struggle. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 80-85 
 
[On the peace process and the Oslo Accord, please see in the section titled “Peace with Israel” 
below.] 
   
The Al-Aqsa Intifada, 2000 
The freezing of negotiations between the Palestinian and the Israeli parties after the summit 
conference of Camp David [summer of 2000] and the attempt on the part of the Israeli party, 
with the support of the United States, to impose a solution on the Palestinians distant from the 
resolutions of international legitimacy 242, 338 and Resolution 194 [of December 1948] 
regarding the return of the Palestinian refugees, [and following] Israel’s failure to carry out its 
written commitments regarding the national rights of the Palestinian people after it signed the 
Oslo Accord, and also the continuation of Israeli policy against the Palestinians such as the 
assassinations, the arrests and the refusal to release the prisoners-of-war – all that has a share in 
bringing the Palestinians to a state of despair and frustration regarding the benefit of the peace 
process to which it had resorted in order to realize its goals of national independence, removal 
of the [Jewish] settlements and the return of the refugees.  
 
Then came [MK Ariel] Sharon’s visit to the Al-Aqsa Mosque to become the spark that brought 
about the eruption of a popular Intifada on September 28, 2000, which spread to encompass all 
the people’s segments and which was named the Al-Aqsa Intifada. 
 
The Intifada was a wonderful example of Palestinian sacrifice and steadfastness vis-à-vis 
oppression and aggression and embodied the unity of the Palestinian people in its most 
wonderful form. The Higher Follow-up Committee of the National and Islamic Forces was 
formed and the Palestinian resistance’s positions and efforts were unified. Since the eruption of 
the Intifada Israel tried by all means to destroy the Intifada infrastructure in order to stop it. It 
invaded the Palestinian cities, besieged the late president Yasser Arafat [in his Ramallah 
headquarters], assassinated many Palestinian leaders such as Abu Ali Mustafa, General 
Secretary of the Popular Front [for the Liberation of Palestine – PFLP] and Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, leader of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
 
Abu Ali Mustafa: A Palestinian leader, born in 1938 in the town of Arabeh near Jenin, moved 
to live in Amman with his family in 1950, played a distinguished role in the establishment of 
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the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and occupied the position of deputy to the 
secretary general there during the period between 1972-1999. He then became secretary general 
of the Front in 2000 and returned the land of Palestine after the signing of the Oslo Accord. 
Israel assassinated him in Ramallah on 27.8.2001. 
 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin: A Palestinian leader, born in 1938 in the Jawrah village in the Majdal 
[Ashkelon] district south [sic and should be north] of the Gaza Strip, fled with his family to the 
Gaza Strip after the war of 1948, had an accident in his youth while practicing sports which 
resulted in total limb paralysis, worked as a head of the Islamic Center in Gaza and established 
with a number of Islamic activists the organization of the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) in the Gaza Strip in 1987. He was arrested several times and faced attempts on his life 
more than once until Israel managed to assassinate him on 22.3.2004. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 91  
 
…The Roadmap Plan 
A political plan for the solution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been presented by the 
United States on April 30, 2003, which was known by the Roadmap Plan [Quotes]. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 92-93  
 
Death of President Yasser Arafat (Abu Ammar) 
President Yasser Arafat was subjected to a siege by the Israeli forces in his headquarters in the 
district building in Ramallah for a period of more than three years, which brought about the 
aggravation of his illness under unclear circumstances. He was moved to the Percy military 
hospital in France for treatment where he died on 11.11.2004… He was then taken in a 
helicopter… to be buried in Ramallah in a popular procession attended by tens of thousands of 
Palestinians. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 94  
 
Israeli Withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
The Israeli forces withdrew from the Gaza Strip on 12.9.2005 in accordance with the unilateral 
withdrawal plan, which had been adopted by Ariel Sharon, the Israeli prime minister, following 
the evacuation from the Strip of the [Jewish] settlers and the destruction of the settlements. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modern and 
Contemporary 
History of Palestine, 
Grade 11, Part 2 
(2006) p. 94      
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Some attention in the context of the Palestinian problem is directed at the role of Palestinian 
and Arab media. 
 
The Palestinian informational activity [I’lam] succeeded in defining what has become known as 
the Palestinian national constants [thawabit] in the post-Oslo phase, which are: the independent 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital and the return of the Palestinian refugees to their 
lands and property in accordance with resolution No. 194 of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 
Accordingly, the Palestinian informational activity in this stage is facing a fierce campaign by 
parties, which are not satisfied with the mission it fulfils and which started accusing it of what 
is called incitement against them and lack of objectivity in news reporting and event covering. 
Consequently, many Palestinian communication media have experienced many assaults, which 
were aimed at limiting their capability to reach the sons of the Palestinian people and to the rest 
of the world’s peoples, by destroying buildings and property, or by broadcast jamming, or by 
confiscating equipment and printed issues, or limiting the capabilities of journalists and media 
people to move about and reach the sites of events and treat them [there].  
 
But in spite of all this, the role played by the Palestinian communication media still remains 
important in the service of the just Palestinian cause, in introducing it to the younger generation 
and mobilizing Arab, Muslim and international public opinion to its support. It is also an 
important and continuous role clarifying the essence of the just struggle, which is engaged in by 
the Palestinian people and which is backed by international covenants and laws, and 
enlightening the world’s peoples with regard to the Palestinian problem, so that they will not 
fall victim to the doubts raised by the communication media hostile to the cause of the 
Palestinian people… 
 
Activity  
I will write a letter in the Arabic or the English language and publish it in the Internet or in any 
other medium the issue of which will be the separating wall built by Israel on the Palestinian 
lands.      
 
…If the Arabs possessed some [world] communication media, they could defend with them the 
Arab causes, chief among which being the Palestinian problem. …The scarcity of [Arab] 
satellite television stations and web sites addressing the world’s peoples, international bodies 
and communication organizations, especially in the West, and in particular those ones which 
specialize in defending human rights, which need real and true information about the situation 
of human rights in Palestine under the occupation with a view to activating international 
solidarity with the Palestinian cause. 
Contemporary Issues, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 31-32   
 
Grade 12 
 
The Palestine problem has become the problem of the whole world. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 72 
 
Following is a brief description of the conflict in a literature textbook. It is extremely biased, 
ignoring any connection between the Jews and the land, the Arab side’s responsibility for the 
war in 1948, which ended in a disaster for the Palestinians, the international recognition of 
Israel as a sovereign state lawfully established in accordance with UN resolutions, the Arab 
side’s share of responsibility for the outbreak of the 1967 war, and the Oslo Accords, which 
facilitated the return of the Palestinian leadership to the West Bank and Gaza.      
 
…The Balfour Declaration was issued on the second of November 1917. It promised the Jews 
to establish a national home for them in Palestine. In July 1922 the Council of the League of 
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Nations affirmed the instrument of the British Mandate, which deprived the people of Palestine 
of their right to administer their county’s affairs and granted the mandatory state absolute 
power of administration and legislation. Consequently, it started preparing the political and 
economic conditions, which would guarantee the establishment of a national home for the Jews. 
It began facilitating the Jews’ immigration to Palestine in order to transform it into a Jewish 
state after the expulsion of its people or their extermination. Facing this Imperialist-Zionist 
plan, the people of Palestine decided to struggle and perform the Jihad with their property, 
souls and pens, so that they would prevent Britain from establishing the Jewish state in 
Palestine… They staged several revolts of which the prominent ones were the Al-Buraq Revolt 
of 1929 and the Great Revolt in 1936. The conflict with the Mandatory government and 
Zionism continued until the Catastrophe [Nakbah] took place on the fifteenth of May 1948 and 
the Palestine war ended in a holocaust [karithah] unprecedented by history. The Zionist gangs 
usurped Palestine, expelled its people from their cities, villages, land and homes and established 
the state of Israel… On June 5, 1967 the tragedy became aggravated with the occupation by the 
Zionist entity of what was left of Palestine: the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, after a painful 
military defeat of some of the Arab armies in Egypt, Jordan and Syria. In spite of the peace 
treaties, which took off in 1991 between the Palestinians and the Israelis, the return of the 
Palestinian leadership to the West Bank and Gaza in 1994 and the establishment of the 
Palestinian National Authority, most of the Palestinians still succumb under the yoke of 
occupation and others live a life of vagabondage and loss. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 103-104 
 
…It [the Palestinian people] has been suffering for decades from poverty, Imperialist 
oppression, dispersal, exile and denial of intellectual and cultural rights… 
 
…The [Palestinian] poets became more attached to Palestine’s painful reality and [to] the 
portrayal of its calamities and of its sons’ resistance to Imperialism and occupation… 
 
Among the most important subjects dealt with by modern Palestinian poetry in its latest phases 
are the tragedy of Palestine in 1948 and the accompanying loss, vagabondage and tragedies 
[inflicted on] the people of Palestine, as well as the resistance in which [Palestine’s] people 
have shown the most wonderful heroism and sacrifice, and which has become a lesson to be 
followed in resisting Imperialism, occupation and oppression in all parts of the world. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 104-105     
 
…The Catastrophe [Nakbah], which took place in 1948, as the Jews occupied Palestine, 
established their state on its soil, and expelled the Palestinian people to exile and the 
neighboring states after having tortured it, killed it and robbed its land, homes and holy 
places… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 109 
 
…The story of the Palestinian people’s struggle against occupation and Imperialism and the 
stages through which the Palestinian problem has passed beginning in the loss of the land and 
the expulsion of the people and ending in a stubborn resistance to all forms of oppression and 
aggression. 
 
…The illogical situation in which the Palestinian people lives after its expulsion from its 
homeland, the occupation of its land by the Zionist enemy and the world’s utter silence vis-à-
vis its problem… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 122 
 
…The decision was in the hands of the Arabs who sent their armies to Palestine and then 
withdrew, losing it and its people. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 122 
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…Egypt took part in the Palestine war of 1948 and the Arab forces were defeated… 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 87 
 
…Egypt prevented Israel from passing through the [Suez] Canal following the Arab-Israeli war 
of 1948. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 14  
 
…The nationalization of the Suez Canal took place in 1956, which led to a tripartite British-
French-Israeli aggression on Egypt. It ended in failure thanks to the resistance shown by the 
Egyptians and the intervention of the Soviet Union in Egypt’s favor. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 88 
 
Israel launched an attack in 1967 against the neighboring Arab states…  
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 84 
 
Syria faced an Israeli aggression in 1967, which brought about Israeli occupation of the Golan 
Heights, which is still subjected to occupation. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 81 
 
Israel occupied part of the Egyptian territory (Sinai) in the 1967 war. The Security Council 
issued Resolution 242 which stipulated that Israel withdraw from the territories it had occupied. 
But Israel did not abide [by the resolution] and the [Egyptian] War of Attrition with it started… 
The Egyptian and Syrian forces attacked the Israeli forces in 1973. The Egyptian army 
shattered the [Israeli] Bar-Lev Line [on the eastern bank of the Suez Canal] and Israel suffered 
heavy losses. The USA intervened and supplied it with the most modern offensive weapons and 
[thus] it managed to stop the Egyptian and Syrian advance. There were negotiations, which 
ended in signing truce agreements between the two parties. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 88 
 
…The Suez Canal was closed in 1967 following the outbreak of the Arab-Israeli war, as the 
Israeli forces were deployed on the eastern bank of the Canal and constructed the Bar-Lev Line 
alongside the Canal. The situation remained like that until the outbreak of the October war in 
1973, when the Egyptian forces succeeded in crossing the Canal and storming the Bar-Lev 
Line. After that it was opened [again] to maritime transportation in 1975. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 14  
 
Israel launched an attack in 1967 against the neighboring Arab states, including Jordan, and 
managed to occupy the West Bank. 
 
Israel continued its aggression against Jordan in 1968 and the Jordanian and Palestinian forces 
clashed with it in the Karameh Battle.   
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 84 
 
I will mention two results of… the following: 
- The Arab-Israeli war of 1967 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 177 
 
Israel seized the opportunity of the Iraq-Iran War in order to strike the Iraqi nuclear reactor… 
The Israeli planes attacked the nuclear reactor in 1981 and destroyed it. 
 
How would you explain Israel’s striking of the Iraqi nuclear reactor? 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 144 
 
Lebanon faced repeated Israeli aggressions, which weakened the economic situation within it. 
The Israeli forces occupied south Lebanon in 1982 and advanced towards Beirut, the 
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[Lebanese] capital, under the pretext of doing away with the Palestinian resistance [there], 
which led to the exodus of the resistance [forces] from Lebanon and their distribution in a 
number of Arab states. But the Palestinian refugees continued [to be] in the [refugee] camps [in 
Lebanon] where they were subjected to Israeli aggressions and several massacres were 
perpetrated against them of which the most famous one was the massacre of Sabra and Shatila 
in 1982.  
 
Israel occupied south Lebanon and formed a Lebanese force named the South Lebanon Army in 
order to safeguard its northern borders. But the Israeli forces withdrew from it under the 
pressure of the Lebanese national resistance in 2000 except the Shab’a Farms area, which is 
still under Israeli occupation, and the Lebanese resistance for its liberation continues. The 
Syrian forces also left Lebanon In 2005 because of international pressure on the Syrian 
government. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 82-83 
 
I will explain the following: 
The Israeli withdrawal from south Lebanon in 2000 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 177 
 
Note in the following quotation that the Arab League’s major role in organizing the all-Arab 
attack against Israel in 1948 is totally ignored. 
 
The Arab League and the Palestinian Problem 
The Arab League has been interested since its establishment in the Palestinian problem. It 
adopted a resolution in 1945 in which it called upon the League’s states to boycott Zionist 
products. Its first action on the international level was to follow the procedures of the Anglo-
American investigating Committee in 1946, when it called for the convening of an [Arab 
summit] conference in Inshas in Egypt, which stressed that the Palestinian problem was the 
problem of all Arabs. The League had a significant role in reviving the Palestinian entity when 
the Secretariat-General announced the establishment of a Palestinian administration in the 
regions controlled by the Arab armies in 1948. It continued its call for the reorganization of the 
Palestinian people, and the Arab summit conference, which was held in Cairo in 1964, decided 
to make its [the Palestinian people’s] entity manifest. One of the results was the convening of 
the first Palestinian national congress in [the then Jordanian part of] Jerusalem towards the end 
of May 1964, where the establishment of the Palestine Liberation Organization was proclaimed. 
 
The Arab summit conferences began to work on a dialogue between the Arab and European 
groups, which dealt with the Palestinian problem alongside the other political and economic 
problems. These efforts yielded the Venice Declaration of 1980, which considered the 
Palestinian problem a political problem and not a refugee problem and confirmed the 
Palestinians’ right to a just solution to their problem and to self-determination. The League 
gave special interest to the issue of Jerusalem, which was manifested by the emphasis on the 
Arab states’ commitment to liberate it and to impose political and economic boycott on the 
states, which have embassies or consulates in the city of Jerusalem. The Arab states held a 
summit conference in 1988 following the eruption of the Palestinian Intifada in 1987, which 
declared its commitment to support and back the Intifada. The subsequent summit conferences 
endeavored to confirm their adherence to the principles of a just peace as a solution of the 
Palestinian problem, relying on the resolutions of the Security Council and on international 
legitimacy. 
 
Do you think that the Arab League’s support of the Palestinian problem reached the necessary 
level? Why? 
 
 
For your information: The Addendum regarding Palestine 
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It was said in the addendum regarding Palestine in the League’s Covenant: “…Since the end of 
the First World War, the Arab states which had been detached from the Ottoman State, 
including Palestine… have become self-existent and not belonging to any other state… Though 
Palestine has not yet been able to take charge of its own affairs… its existence and its 
international independence is unquestionable from the legal point of view, much the same as 
there is no doubt regarding the independence of the other Arab states. If the external 
manifestations of that independence are still hidden due to compelling reasons, it should not 
prevent its participation in the procedures of the League’s Council… In light of Palestine’s 
special circumstances, and until this country actually enjoys the practice of its independence, 
the League’s Council will be in charge of selecting an Arab representative from Palestine to 
participate in its procedures.  
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 61-62  
 
Algeria backed the Palestinian people in its struggle for the realization of its goals of liberation 
and independence. Palestine’s Declaration of Independence was promulgated in Algiers in 
1988. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 93 
 
The Development of the Non-Alignment Movement and Its Position regarding the Palestinian 
Problem 
…The Palestinian problem occupied an extensive space at the movement’s conferences. 
Decisions, recommendations and statements were issued about it supporting the Palestinian 
people’s rights, connecting the Palestinian problem to Imperialism and demanding that the 
United Nations [Organization] implement its resolutions related to guaranteeing the Palestinian 
people’s permanent rights. It also agreed that the Palestinian Liberation Organization be present 
at its conferences as an observer beginning in the Lusaka Summit in Zambia in 1970. Later, it 
became a full member in the movement beginning in 1975. The movement emphasized the 
need to show solidarity with the Palestinian people and called for the extension of international 
recognition of the PLO as the only legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 
 
For your information: The Resolutions of the Havana Summit, 1979 
The conference reaffirmed that the Zionist occupation and the usurpation of Palestine and of its 
people’s rights constitute the essence of the conflict in the Middle East, which makes any 
solution to that conflict impossible if the Palestinian people would not enjoy its national rights, 
which cannot be compromised, including the right of return, the right of self-determination and 
the establishment of the Palestinian independent state in Palestine. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) pp. 76-77  
 
B. The Refugee Problem 
 
The main messages given to the students in this respect is that Israel is solely responsible for 
this problem and that the inevitable solution is the complete return of the refugees’ descendants 
to their ancestors’ former homes. The Palestinians’ share of responsibility for the problem – as 
they declared war on the Jews in Palestine in order to prevent the establishment of a Jewish 
state in the land according to UN resolution – is not mentioned. Nor is mentioned the fact that 
not a single Jew was left in the places occupied by the Arab forces during the war, such as the 
Jewish Quarter in the old city of Jerusalem. The mass flight of Jews from Arab countries and 
their arrival in Israel as refugees is not mentioned too. 
 
Grade 11 
 
…Wars have influence on the distribution of the population and force people to emigrate from 
one area to another, as happened in Palestine after the Catastrophe [Nakbah] of 1948, when 
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thousands of Palestinians were forced to live in camps with high population density in what 
was left of Palestine and in the neighboring Arab states. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 42 
 
The Refugees 
The Zionist forces used various methods in order to empty the Palestinian lands of their original 
inhabitants. Among these methods is the psychological warfare on the radio belonging to the 
“Haganah” [Jewish clandestine organization during Mandatory times], which was airing 
rumors, in addition to killing operations perpetrated against the inhabitants of some cities and 
villages, as happened in Deir Yassin, Tantura, Lydda and elsewhere, which brought about the 
expulsion of about one million Palestinians to areas inside Palestine and outside it, such as the 
Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq and [other] various regions in 
the world.  
 
[The text of the UN General Assembly Resolution No. 194 on the Palestinian refugees is 
quoted] 
 
The refugees lived under difficult political, economic and social conditions in their areas of 
refuge. They lived in tents provided by the United Nations Organization and suffered from 
[lack of] necessary means of subsistence, which prompted the United Nations Organization to 
establish the [UN] Relief and Work Agency for the Palestinian refugees… 
 

 
 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 39 
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Activity  
Let us discuss the impact of the psychological warfare employed by the Jews on the 
Palestinians. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) pp. 38-40   
 
…Why is the green orange grove dragged  
To prison 
To exile 
To a harbor 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 37 

 
[The Palestinian Poet] Mahmud Darwish said: 
Where are my kinsfolk? 
They went out of the exile tent 
And returned 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 63 
 
…Stare, and there is [the city of] Jaffa in the mirror 
It will appear and then ask about the faces of the absent ones. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 38 
 
O lung pierced by the murderer and exile’s bullet 
O gates sealed with wax 
O miracle 
O my lover’s face 
O moon of tears 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 6 
 
Grade 12 
 
The emigration of the Palestinians from their homeland was compulsory and due to external 
force. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 110 
 
A homeland whose people have been driven out and expelled by force. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 117 
 
The Palestinians compulsively left their homeland to seek refuge in other homelands. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 53  
 
The United Nations Relief and Work Agency for the Palestinian refugees (UNRWA): 
This is an organization established by the United Nations in 1949 for the supervision of relief 
and work projects for the Palestinian refugees who were expelled from their land in 1948. It 
works in cooperation with the Arab states, which host the refugees. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 56 
 
C. Jerusalem 
 
Grade 11 
 
Two books of grade eleven feature, for the first time in the history of PA textbook publication, a 
new phenomenon, namely, recognition of Jerusalem as the Jews’ capital in ancient history. 
There is even one mentioning of the Jews as inhabitants of the city in the war of 1948. Until 
now, the books mentioned the Jews in the context of Jerusalem as occupiers only. 
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After his [Solomon’s] death his state was divided into two parts: the Kingdom of Israel in the 
north (Samaria) and the Kingdom of Judea in the south (Jerusalem). 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 9 
 
The Kingdom of Judea was faced an attack by Shoshenq, an Egyptian pharaoh of Libyan 
origin, who besieged Jerusalem (al-Quds) and took possession of many treasures and golden 
plates. Palestine was subjected to Assyrian attack in 722 BCE under the command of Sargon II 
who imposed his rule over the northern kingdom (Samaria) and took most of the Jews who 
dwelt in the northern [part of the] country captive and laid a siege to Jerusalem but he did not 
enter it…  
 
Palestine experienced in 586 BCE a ruinous attack by the Chaldean Babylonian commander 
Nebuchadnezzar who destroyed Jerusalem and took the Jews captive to Iraq. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 9 
 
…The Jews in Jerusalem staged several revolts, which were met with force by the Romans. In 
70 CE the Roam commander Titus attacked them and imposed his rule over Jerusalem by 
force… 
 
In 132 the Jews rebelled again under the leadership of Bar Kokhba in the reign of the Roman 
emperor Aelius Hadrian who put an end to the revolt, destroyed Urushalim (al-Quds), 
established in its place the city of Aelia Caputilina [sic and should be Capitolina] and forbade 
the Jews to reside in it. 
 
…Palestine submitted to Persian rule in 614 CE when King Khosrow II sent his famous 
commander Shahrbaraz to Palestine. His forces managed to take control of Jerusalem with the 
Jews’ help. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) pp. 10-11 
 
An Islamic Education textbook of grade eleven also mentions Jerusalem in history as a Jewish 
city. 
 
Since the Children of Israel did not stick to God’s order to do right and thank [Him] for His 
favors [bestowed] upon them and [since] their mischief continued in murder, violation of God’s 
prohibitions and [in their] disobedience of Him, God sent upon them for the second time 
someone who entered upon them in Jerusalem, humiliated them, made the impact of 
misfortune, distress and humiliation apparent on their faces and destroyed what the Children of 
Israel had made themselves high with. 
Islamic Education, Grade 11, Part 1 (2005) p. 15 
 
The following quotation mentions the Jewish community in Jerusalem during the 1948 war, 
which constitutes a kind of recognition on the part of the Palestinian textbooks that the Jews 
were also an integral part of the population in that city. 
 
The Jews had several achievements as a result of the truce, of which the most important ones 
were: 

�  Lifting the siege from the Jewish community in Jerusalem and providing it with water 
and provisions. 

Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 34 
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Following the June War Israel issued a [government] resolution on 27.6.1967 decreeing the 
annexation of Jerusalem and making it its own capital.43 Accordingly, the municipal council of 
Arab Jerusalem was dissolved, the Arab departments and the courts were abolished and the 
public services utilities were connected to the municipality of Israeli Jerusalem. [East] 
Jerusalem was isolated from the West Bank economically and administratively, and Israeli 
departments and ministries were transferred to it. Also, the occupation authorities embarked on 
encircling the city with [Jewish] settlements and on emptying it of its Arab inhabitants. 
 
What were the reasons, which drove the Israeli authorities to take these decisions regarding the 
city of Jerusalem? 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 54 
 
[Jewish] settlement in Jerusalem. Settlement in the Old City of Jerusalem started with the 
destruction of the Al-Magharibah [the Moroccans’] neighborhood [next to the Wailing Wall]… 
on June 9, 1967. It [Israel] also seized other sections in order to build the new Jewish Quarter44 
and compelled many Arab citizens in the city to leave their houses. In addition, [Israel] seized 
vast tracts of land in the Holy City and in the surrounding Arab cities and villages and built 
many [Jewish] settlements with a view to encircling the city with a belt of settlements. 
 
The Moroccans’ neighborhood [Harat al-Magharibah] is located at the southern side of the Old 
City, close to the Holy Sanctuary [al-Haram al-Sharif – Temple Mount]. Moroccans who had 
come from North Africa and Spain settled there in the Ayyubid period [12th-13th centuries] and 
[the Ayyubid ruler] Al-Afdhal Ali, son of Salah al-Din [Saladin], made it a religious 
endowment [Waqf] for the benefit of all its inhabitants. The Israeli authorities confiscated it in 
1968 on the pretext of public interest in order to built the new Jewish Quarter on the ruins of 
the Arab-Muslim Quarter (the sections of Al-Shurafah and Al-Magharibah). 
 

 
 

[Jewish] settlement in Jerusalem: before 1967, since 1967 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 58 

                                                
43 More accurately, the formerly Jordanian eastern part of Jerusalem was annexed and unified with the 
Israeli part of the city, which had already been declared Israel’s capital on December 5, 1949. 
44 The Jewish Quarter in the Old City was built anew after it had been occupied and totally destroyed in 
1948 by the Jordanians. 
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Activity  
I will conduct a research and write about Israeli policy since 1967 to Judaize the city of 
Jerusalem. 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 62 
 
In spite of the fact that the Jews are sometimes mentioned as inhabitants of Jerusalem, both in 
antiquity and also in the context of the 1948 war, it is still presented in other cases as an 
exclusively Arab city under occupation.  
 
Jerusalem is still captive and wounded and its captivity still causes grief among the Palestinian 
poets who have written hundreds of poems [expressing] love to it and longing for it… In the 
modern poems about Jerusalem the poets describe the suffering of Jerusalem the prisoner… 
praising its steadfastness and the Palestinian people’s aspiration to its liberation… 
 
…Jerusalem is not a silent geographic site in the modern poems about Jerusalem. Rather, it is a 
holy place talking, moving and full of life, interacting with time, space and events, whether the 
events depict the heroism of resistance and revolution or show the crimes of the usurping 
occupier.  
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 111 
 
A poem in this context describes Israel’s presence in Jerusalem as an owl living there, which is 
an ill-omen figure in Arab folklore. 
 
…Today, the owl has set up its house on it [Jerusalem]… 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 111   
 
Jerusalem’s minarets cry while they are motionless 
And the kinsfolk are in distress and the adversary is a tyrant 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 4 
 
Grade 12 
 
None of the references to the Jews as inhabitants of Jerusalem, which appear in books of grade 
11, is to be found in any of the books issued for grade 12. In these latter books Jerusalem is 
Palestine’s capital awaiting its liberation. 
 
…Jerusalem is Palestine’s capital [city]. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 100 
 
Question Eight – Explain the following: 
… 
3 – The selection of Jerusalem as Palestine’s capital. 
Physical and Human Geography, Grade 12 (2006) p. 102 
  
Jerusalem is still lost in the crowd 
It dies a thousand times in a year 
But, as we have known it, it blows up steel in the veins of the oppressor 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 39 
 
Jerusalem cries for the Muslims’ help. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 76 
 
 
Is there among you, O people of Egypt, someone who will replace Jerusalem’s humiliation with  
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glory and prosperity? 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 107 
 
The League gave special interest to the issue of Jerusalem, which was manifested by the 
emphasis on the Arab states’ commitment to liberate it and to impose political and economic 
boycott on states, which have embassies or consulates in the city of Jerusalem. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 62 
 
The Islamic Conference Organization 
The Islamic Conference organization emerged after the burning of the Al-Aqsa Mosque on 
21.8.1969, as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia called for the convening of an Islamic summit 
[conference] to discuss the assaults on the [Muslim] holy places in Jerusalem. The leaders of 
twenty-four Muslim states gathered in the first Islamic summit conference in Rabat on 
September 8-12, 1969… 
 
…The Palestinian problem is considered a cardinal problem by the organization and it 
constitutes one of the fundamental subjects on the agenda of its conferences. The organization 
called for holding emergency conferences for the sake of the Palestinian problem. As for 
Jerusalem, the organization considers it the Muslims’ primary problem. It formed a permanent 
committee known as “the Jerusalem Committee” of which the mission is following the 
implementation of the resolutions adopted by the Islamic Conference and the international 
bodies, which support the Conference’s position. It created the Jerusalem Fund for the support 
of the city’s inhabitants and the renovation of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Ibrahimi Mosque [i.e., 
the Machpelah Sanctuary] and the archeological and historical buildings in Palestine. 
History of the Arabs and the World in the Twentieth Century, Grade 12 (2006) p. 65-66  
 
D. The Liberation Issue 
 
The liberation issue is hardly mentioned in the books for grade 11. The books for grade 12, on 
the other hand, treat it relatively more extensively and passionately. 
 
Grade 11 
 
…The national goal of liberating Palestine from Zionist Colonialism… 
[One of the resolutions of the Arab summit conference in Alexandria, 1964] 
Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Grade 11, Part 2 (2006) p. 46 
 
Grade 12 
 
The [Palestinian] poet [Abd al-Krim al-Karami, in his poem “The Expelled”] sows hope in the 
souls of his people so that it will be able to live and reclaim its stolen homeland. 
Arabic Language – Reading, Literature and Critique, Grade 12 (2006) p. 110 
 
Palestine will be liberated by its men, women, youth, and the elderly. 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 44 
 
I swear by the Al-Aqsa Mosque and those plains 
I shall not return the sword to the sheath and shall not lay down arms 
Arabic Language – Linguistic Sciences, Grade 12 (2006) p. 85 
 
Palestine is the blessed land… Its soil has been watered by the blood of the heroic martyrs who 
died in battles for its liberation and defense since the [days of the Prophet’s] Companions to our 
own days. 
Islamic Education, Grade 12 (2006) p. 113   


