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Reply from CMIP to Anthony Cary, Head of Rt. Hon. 

Christopher's Patten Bureau 

 

1st April 2003  

 

Mr. Anthony Cary 

Chef de Cabinet 

Cabinet of the Rt. Hon. Christopher Patten 

European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 

 

 

Dear Mr. Cary,  

 

We are in receipt of your letter of the 6th January this year in which you refer to 

a report on Palestinian textbooks published by the European Union. It is not clear 

to us if this is the document dated 15th May received from the Head of 

Delegation of the European Union in Israel. If not, please forward a copy of it 

since we have no been able to locate in any of your publications including the 
European Union website.  

If the report referred to is indeed that mentioned above, then your letter under 

reply does not seem to have dealt with any of the specific points raised by us in 

our letter of the 9th June. Our initial letter to the Commissioner for External 

Relations referred only to our report of November 2001, a further copy of which is 

enclosed for ease of reference, and to the textbooks surveyed therein. Whether 

these books are an improvement over those used in the past, whatever their 
provenance, is irrelevant.  
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The Commissioner's attention was drawn to the contents of these books as 

presented in the report. Since the publication of our report none of the quotations 

contained therein, or in the follow-up report published in October 2002, a copy of 

which is also enclosed, has, to our knowledge, been successfully challenged on 

the grounds that it is a bad translation or taken out of context nor have any of its 
findings been successfully impugned.  

The European Union and some of its member states fund, in one form or another, 

an educational system which, to judge from its textbooks, is inculcating hatred, 

distorting history, not fostering peace and reconciliation and not upholding 

UNESCO criteria. We should have thought that this is a matter of more than a 

little concern to the Commissioner and not one that can be shrugged off with 

general, and unsubstantiated, allegations of bad translations and quotations 

taken out of context. With the greatest respect, it seems to us that our letters to 
him are deserving of a more serious response.  

Yours sincerely,  

Dr. Yohanan Manor  
Vice-Chairman, CMIP  
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