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Executive Summary

IMPACT-se's latest study of Syria's curriculum follows the fall of the Assad regime, making this a
critical moment to analyze the new regime’s direction through the lens of its educational reforms.
This report is divided into two main sections. The first examines Syria’s declared educational
reforms, assessing their impact on the country’s education system. These changes, planned and
declared within the regime's first few weeks in power, reflect its core priorities and ideological
direction. The second half of the report analyzes examples from the Assad curriculum for 2023-
24, approved for use in the 2024-25 academic year, which have not been slated for change.
IMPACT-se conducted a review of the Syrian curriculum in 2018, providing a significant amount
of curricular examples and information on trends against which to measure the changes made

by the new regime.!

The current report provides a breakdown of the reform into official (declared) and unofficial
(inferred) directives, based on the content of the reform. Each directive is illustrated with
selected examples of changes referenced in the list of revisions. Several examples from Assad-era
textbooks that were not included in the reform are analyzed to highlight issues that, while not
addressed by the educational reform, will be important to monitor once the new textbooks are
published. While the modifications suggested by the new Syrian regime are indicative of how
it intends to shape the country, the examples and themes left untouched are equally revealing
of its political leanings and indicate areas of continuity with the Assad regime.

On December 8, 2024, rebel groups led by Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) captured Damascus,
following the swift takeover of Aleppo, Hama, and Homs. overthrowing the Assad regime
and marking a significant shift in the political trajectory of Syria. Since then, HTS leader, Abu
Muhammad al-Julani (now Ahmed al-Sharaa), has worked to rebrand the group, distancing
it from its extremist roots in Al-Qaeda and positioning it as a political force aiming to lead
Syria toward stability after nearly 14 years of conflict. This presents a new opportunity for HTS
to remake Syria in its image, which has become manifest in new educational reforms. To this
end, Nadhir Al-Qadiri, the new HTS Minister of Education, signed an official document outlining
intended curricular reforms, which was later released on the Ministry's Facebook page.

The document is a relatively short directive, and relates only to a few curricular examples, in
contrast to more comprehensive educational reforms. However, the selected examples for reform,
at such an early stage in the new regime’s tenure, reveal its priorities and provide analysts with
crucial information concerning the trajectory of Syria. The short document has faced criticism
for its sweeping changes, many of which were not explicitly declared in its opening page. Many
have surfaced in the attached list of changes to be made to textbooks, which IMPACT-se has

referred to as “undeclared” changes.

IMPACT-se has carefully examined the document, and categorized its directives as follows:
Officially declared directives:
* Flag change: Replace the current national flag with that of the revolution.
* Complete removal of the subject nationalistic (civic) studies.

* Ottoman Empire: Remove negative references to the Ottoman Empire.

1IMPACT-se, Syrian National Identity: Reformulating School Textbooks during the Civil War, July 2018, https://
www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Syrian-National-ldentity IMPACT-se_July-2018-.pdf
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Executive Summary

Major undeclared directives, indicating cultural and ideological shifts:

* Removal of Assad-associated content: purge textbooks of any mentions
of Assad family members, as well as landmarks and institutions named
after them.

® |slamization: Reframe the concept of the martyrdom and introduce Isalmic
perspectives into science, history, and national identity.

* Rejection of secular and foreign influences: exclusion of "un-islamic" content,
such as evolution and humanistic principles or Chinese philosophy, either
subjugating them to Islamic teachings aligned with Shari'a law or removing
them altogether.

* Gender - Removal of female figures from textbooks: an initial directive that,
based on the education decree, is not expected to be implemented
systematically across the entire curriculum.

* Omission of references to historic and national figures: a catergory linked
to the wider directive of removing nationalistic content associated with
the former regime, or as part of the rewriting of Syria's history to be
compatible with the views of the new regime.

The significance of these changes cannot be understated. They provide an insight into possibilities
of HTS's return to its original Salafi ideology, considering the Islamization of the curriculum, or
could be revealing of the regime’s need to delicately balance its ideals and realpolitik concerns.
For instance, the decision to revise references to Ottoman history may be an attempt to improve
relations with Turkey, given the historical complexities between the two nations.

This report has identified a significant number of themes pertaining to the Syrian curriculum,
based on both the recent revisions and unrevised Assad curriculum.

Based on a list of planned changes, there are very few references to Jews and Zionists. Several
examples from the Assad regime textbooks, which remain untouched by the new regime, use
antisemitic phrases to depict Jews and Zionists as racist and expansionist. The persistence of
antisemitic tropes in the curriculum contradicts UNESCO standards and promotes harmful
narratives against Jews and Israel. Additionally, Western countries are depicted in more virulent
terms as violent, blood-thirsty, oppressive warmongers and arms dealers. A particularly concerning
change by the new regime highlights negative attitudes towards Jews and Christians; the
example relates to a Quranic exegesis linking the phrases “those who have evoked [God’s]
anger” and “those who are astray” to Jews and Christians respectively, which is antagonistic to
adherents of these faiths. While both phrases negatively depict these religions, the projection
of Jews as those who anger God can be understood to be an antisemitic trope, portraying
them in a more negative light than other non-Muslims. Notably, regarding Israel, the reform
proposes using more neutral terminology such as “the 1973 war” instead of the previous “the
October liberation war.” The reference to “liberation” was previously used in Assad textbooks,
which may have been perceived by the HTS regime as the glorification of Assad as a liberating

savior of Syria — a perception which has led to its removal.

While the full impact of the reform will be clearer once the textbooks have been published with
the added recommendations, the reforms appear to demonstrate a shift towards Islamism at
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Executive Summary

the expense of Assad’s nationalism, which is perceived to be inherently contradictory to Islam.
Similarly, secular values and theories, including examples referencing women, have been
slated for removal in these reforms, which could be understood as part of HTS's Islamification
of the curriculum. This is evident in the reframing of martyrdom from a national to a religious
perspective and the incorporation of Islamic narratives into science, history, and national identity.
These changes are part of HTS's broader strategy to consolidate power and align the nation
with its values, while attempting to present a more moderate image internationally.

which is perceived to be inherently contradictory to Islam. Similarly, secular values and theories,
including examples referencing women, have been slated for removal in these reforms, which
could be understood as part of HTS's Islamification of the curriculum. This is evident in the
reframing of martyrdom from a national to a religious perspective and the incorporation of
Islamic narratives into science, history, and national identity. These changes are part of HTS's
broader strategy to consolidate power and align the nation with its values, while attempting

to present a more moderate image internationally.

Once the next edition of textbooks is published, it will be crucial to monitor how the reforms take
shape in the curriculum and how the new regime addresses problematic content identified in
IMPACT-se's research on the previous curriculum, which is set to remain unchanged. This includes
the glorification of terrorists such as Dalal al-Mughrabi, the encouragement of martyrdom and
Jihad, antisemitism and the negative portrayal of Judaism and Zionism, and territorial perceptions
of Syrian nationalism and identity, particularly as reflected in maps of Syria. Ultimately, these
changes will serve as a key indicator of the regime’s broader ideological direction and its
willingness to align with international educational standards.
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Introduction

OnJanuary 1,2025, the Ministry of Education in Syria, currently run by the previously Al-Qaeda-
affiliated Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), published a Facebook post containing Executive Order
No.3422/943. The Order, dated three days earlier (December 29, 2024), was signed by the new
HTS Minister of Education Nadhir Muhammad Al-Qadiri.2 The document includes elaborate
grids with specific instructions pertaining to changes to all grades and multiple subjects in the
upcoming 2024-2025 Syrian textbooks. The first page of the document, previously published
(see below), was removed from the Facebook post by its authors, likely due to the controversy,

criticism, and accusations of curricular Islamification it generated.

The content of the document is revealing of the political trajectory of Syria under HTS. Unsurprisingly,
it stipulates that any content associated with the Assad regime — namely, the old Syrian flag
and nationalistic (civil) studies — must be removed. In addition, the Ministry decreed that the
Ottoman Empire would be referred to in textbooks as a “regime” or “sultanate,” rather than
“occupation,” marking an interesting change with potentially far-reaching political implications.
Ideologically, this change could be consistent with the Islamification of textbook content, as
the Ottoman sultan held the title caliph, linking him to the lineage of the Prophet Muhammad.
On a geopolitical level, this change may indicate that the new HTS regime will seek recognition
and support from its neighbor Turkiye (Turkey); the change could therefore be regarded as
instrumental in creating a new regional reality.

To sidestep accusations of Islamism, an implicitly apologetic statement was recently made
by Minister Al-Qadiri, who claimed “Our problem is not with the approved and internationally
recognized Syrian curriculum [...], but with introducing thoughts and principles of the defunct
[Assad] regime to our noble curriculum and attempting to plant [integrate] them - which
represents a fabrication of the facts.” Interestingly, the former Minister of Education Darem
Tabbaa supported Al-Qadiri and tried to defend the reform, claiming “[The current] curriculum
develops students’ learning, critical thinking, analysis and synthesis skills, among others, and
is based on international standards that take into account local cultural relevance. "* Al-Qadiri
similarly stressed to foreign media that the revision would be limited to “inaccuracies” in the
Islamic Education curriculum.® However, it is clear from IMPACT-se's analysis of the document's
content that the directive extended to many other subjects.

2 Facebook, “Post by the Syrian Ministry of Education,” January 1, 2025, https://www.facebook.com
permalink.php?story fbid=pfbid02g69Dexvtecadxb3tCDgphfoOBzzoF337PNgKzXVemKnynPr8hCsuxCFV
vvWNba2TI&id=100064316544313& _cft [0]=AZWIiFuc6kG5gDfeljin3z-KTOBOEGtEEINDYMtYEIMIEBIOMIOPM
CcWi99yStr gcnKv_3rTT9 Fg6ad50vnk38AsauNARIYIrMnZ2z7iFdHB5IfNPhI9EKBeVEF2i-VThOXUEQIUGBg.
etZ39IrloTZBsaHyGa gWhV_XuH2j g2nYGCvj-VPB7EYB6CSO _4VMbVhW-I8Y& tn  =%2CO%2CP-R

3 Facebook, “Post by the Syrian Ministry of Education,” December 20, 2024, https://www.facebook.com
permalink.php/?story fbid=982116020608940&id=100064316544313

4 "How Syria's Post-Assad Curriculum Reforms Reveal Political and Educational Tensions," The New Arab,
January 8,2025, https://www.newarab.com/features/inside-debate-over-curriculum-reforms-post-assad-syria
5 BBC News, "Syria School Curriculum Backlash," https:/www.bbc.com/news/articles/clin12056ppo; The
Independent, "Syria School Curriculum Backlash," https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east
syria-school-curriculum-backlash-b2673175.html; CNN, "Changes to Syria's School Curriculum Spark Online
Outrage," https://edition.cnn.com/2025/01/02/middleeast/changes-to-syrias-school-curriculum-spark-online-
outrage/index.html]
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Furthermore, due to the criticism the Ministry of Education’s document has sparked both inside
Syria and outside,® Minister Al-Qadiri was interviewed by the Saudi-based Al-Arabiya channel, to
defend the planned changes. Aside from his convoluted and evasive responses regarding the
directives outlined in the document, he stated that the proposed changes would be forwarded
to professional committees for evaluation.” In a separate statement for the Syrian state-run news
agency SANA (Syrian Arab News Agency), Minister Al-Qadiri said the intended changes were
only limited to removing content glorifying the Assad regime as well as the former Syrian flag.

Although the Minister sought to downplay these changes, the document clearly reveals that
the planned revisions are far more extensive than acknowledged and will affect the majority
of subjects. That said, many changes are specific to Islamic Education, History and Arabic
Language, while other subjects to be revised are listed as Sciences (Chemistry, Physics and
Biology), Informatics, Mathematics, Social Studies, Geography, Philosophy, French and English.
Notably, changes to Islamic Education and English Language are accompanied by a note
stating “2024-25 edition.” Similarly, for Arabic Language, the grid refers to the 2023-24 edition,
noting that “page numbers may differ in the 2024-25 edition,” These references suggest that
the production of new textbooks is underway, although at time of writing, digital versions of
the 2024-2025 Syrian textbooks have not been uploaded to the Ministry of Education’s website.

While the new interimm government headed by Ahmad al-Sharaa (widely known as Abu Mohammad
al-Julani, his nom de guerre) is seeking international recognition, and presenting both a more
moderate Syria and HTS, the proposed textbook changes indicate that the rebel group has
not fully abandoned its Islamist ideology. Moreover, the suggested changes reflect a trend of
curricular Islamification, in accordance with Sunni Islamic values. This is evident in the removal
of content associated with the Assad regime and global western ideas from textbooks covering

humanism, religion, literature and science.

6 NBC News, "Syria School Curriculum Changes: Islamist Rebels, Assad," https:/www.nbcnews.com/news
world/syria-school-curriculum-changes-islamist-rebels-assad-rcnal86078; Deccan Herald, "Assad is Out, but
Sois a Revered Queen: Textbook Changes Unsettle Syrians," https:/www.deccanherald.com/world/assad-is-
out-but-so-is-a-revered-gueen-textbook-changes-unsettle-syrians-2-3344190; The Wall Street Journal, "Syria's
New Islamic Government Creates Controversy with Education Overhaul," https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-
east/syrias-new-islamic-government-creates-controversy-with-education-overhaul-006cd52e; WorldCrunch,
"Syria Islamists School Curricula," https:/worldcrunch.com/world-affairs/syria-islamists-school-curricula

7 "The Syrian Minister of Education: ‘Changing and Removing Everything Promoted by the Assad Regime via
the Curricula," Al-Arabiya TV, January 5, 2025, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTK3KhN-wIQ; “Following
a Dispute Triggered by Changes to the Curriculum: The Syrian Minister of Education Responds,” Al-Jazeera
TV, January 12, 2025, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-0O57VGIZ60

8 Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA), X account, January 2, 2025, https:/x.com/SanaAjel/status/187476127355
4182185
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Translation of the first page of the Syrian Ministry of Education's document:®
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The Arab Republic of Syria

Ministry of Education

Resolution No. 3422/943

The Minister of Education:

Based on the necessities of public interest,

the following has been decided:

Lessons, phrases and images that praise the defunct [Assad] regime will
be removed, in addition to several other notes [as per replacement of
contents], as follows:

1)Use the revolution’s flag instead of the old flag wherever it appears.
2)Use the term “the Ottoman regime” instead of “Ottoman occupation’,
wherever it is found.

3)Remove the subject of nationalistic education altogether.

[Followed by the grid of changes]

Source: The first page of the new Syrian Ministry of Education’s document, which
was omitted from the Facebook post.

9 CNN Arabic, "Syria Controversy Over Curriculum Changes Made by the Ministry of Education," January 1,2025,
https://arabic.cnn.com/middle-east/article/2025/01/01/syria-controversy-over-curriculum-changes-made-by-
the-ministry-of-education
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Main Directives and Trends
within the Planned Changes

The first three directives analyzed below were explicitly outlined by the Minister of Education
on the first page of the published document (which, as noted, was omitted from the Ministry’s

Facebook post.) We have designated these as “officially declared directives.”

Importantly, other directives identified from the Ministry’'s document will be analyzed under

the title of “major undeclared directives.”

1. Officially declared directives

Directive 1: Changing the Official Syrian Flag
This directive is an integral part of the larger process of reshaping the country, beginning with
the eradication of content associated with the previous regime, especially national symbols.

(See directive 4 below — removal of Assad-associated content.)

A p eyl il aladl e Y859 Ale el )

1) Use the revolution’s flag instead of the old flag wherever it appears.

For Context: The new logo on the Ministry of Education’s document (left) and the flag of the Free Syrian
Army (right) that inspired it.
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Example 1

Directive 1: Changing the official Syrian Flag “

] ARy £0.ATITA [ ol
[The intended omission] [Pages] [Grade] [Subject]
The image[s] of the flag 45, 83, 128 Grade 4 [Mathematics]

JL@L_:.'[;.,:M*;LL;AJQJSJ,‘SI@

“Accomplish: Complete each of the following forms based on the line of symmetry.”

Source: Mathematics, Grade 4, 2023-2024, p. 83.
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Directive 1: Changing the official Syrian Flag “

Example 2
ledlasiasl g 5 ) poall i ) lall Jyas ‘A
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— - -2 X)) 'S“
o , J,,’ slasl
[The intended omission] [Pages] [Grade] [Subject]
Replace the flag, or remove the image and replace it with 18 Grade 1 Secondary, Chemistry
an image of the symbol of the World Olympics Scientific Track

Allally L5y dusymll Slakl § Gpodl plll Camdy cplas Bole dblall dksYl dllal)

The Olympic champion Ghada Shouaa raises the Syrian flag in Arab, Asian and world [sport] events.

Source: Chemistry, Grade 1 Secondary, Scientific Track, 2023-2024, p. 18
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

Directive 2 : Changing Attitudes Toward the Ottoman Empire

As part of the attempt to retell Syria’s history emphasizing its Islamic angle, as well as possibly
a way to improve the diplomatic relations with present-day’s embodiment of the Ottoman
Empire — namely, Turkey, the reform officially declares negative descriptions of the Ottomans,

such as “oppressive” or “occupation”, will be removed from Syrian textbooks.

o h Layl Sildall DGaY) 8 e e Yo Shalall pSall s fe ddel Y

2) Use the term “the Ottoman regime” instead of “Ottoman occupation’, wherever it is found.

Example 3
Bl 7l ) (Aaglaall Lsl) Gas TA-Ya-£. ?-ﬁ" m]."
é"s"cuihwmsb“w YA a8 'f.tlt
Al Alate dlal [ p akias
[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
The [first] passage, [remove from] “experienced the injustice of 78 [Grade 3 Secondary, | Arabic Language,
the Ottomans” to “in the shade of a tyrannical Ottoman rule” Literary Track] 2023-2024 edition

A previous Arabic Language textbook includes a lesson on Syrian diaspora literature, attributing
the emigration of authors to economic pressure from the “injustice and oppression” of the
Ottoman empire exercised against Arabs. The amendment outlined by the new Ministry of

Education suggests removing a passage that presents the Ottomans in a negative light.

s M | ol .l

oo Loy S Jrlgadt J1 £ 55 0 gl LS1se Bt b e el 0,0 51
e Slorl 8l o) s g S gl ) agi e ot U e U 10y B
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1. Title: “The Origin of the Diaspora Literature”

“[...] Other [researchers] tended to explain the reasons for immigration as economic, for they [Syrian writers] have lived
under a brutal Ottoman sultanate ruled by despotic and corrupt governments one after the other, which deemed [people’s]
livelihoods and plundering resources permissible. There are [people] who saw the Ottomans’ injustice and the kinds of
oppression and torture they exercised against the Arabs as a reason for the immigration of those who had lived under the
great difficulty of [being] prisoners of injustice and destitution, and so they set out in search of freedom and sufficiency.”[...]

Source: Arabic Language and Literature, Grade 3 Secondary Literary Track, 2023-2024, p. 78.

Editor's Note : The phrases intended to be removed are highlighted in yellow in the photo and marked in red in the translation.
The yellow highlights are our addition and do not appear in the original textbooks.
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Directive 2: Changing Attitudes toward the Ottoman Empire “

Example 4
The educational reform proposes removing the opening sentence of a biographical summary of
Syria's first president Shukri al-Quwatli, in a Grade 6 Social Studies textbook. The sentence refers

to subversive activity against the Ottoman “occupation” within a secret Arab nationalist society.

$ RS Oa T el e |0k}
A 1+ i b0

[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Remove the first line [in the text] on | 109 [Ministry states [Grade 6] [Social Studies]
Shukri al-Quwatli, until “the Ottoman | ‘p.109’ in reality is

[occupation]” p. 140]
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Amember of the Al-Fatat Arab Society that fought against the Ottoman occupation. Joined the Great
Arab Revolt. Served as President of the Syrian Arab Republic when the French occupation bombarded
the parliament building in the aggression of May 1945. He continued to fight until Syria gained
independence and the French occupier withdrew, when Shukri al-Quwatli raised the Syrian flag on
the Saray government complex|[...]

Source: Social Studies, Grade 6,2023-2024, p. 140.

Editor's Note : The sentence highlighted in yellow in the photo is marked in red in the translation.
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Directive 3 : Removing Nationalistic Studies

Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

The removal of nationalistic (civic) studies, which contains abundant content glorifying the

former regime, is directly tied to the effort to purge Assad-era influences from the Syrian

curriculum, in a similar vein to Directive 1 (changing the flag). While this directive mainly refers

to removing this subject, and textbooks associated with it, from the curriculum, in our view, it is

an attempt to remove any official characteristic of the previous regime. Thisis manifestin the

below examples, which include the removal of content relating to the previous Syrian national

anthem. Both Directives 1 and 3 seek to eliminate Assad’s influence in Syrian education, (see

Directive 4 below for further

information.)

IR L 1 PV

3) Removing the subject of nationalistic education altogether.

Example 5
PREPLRTIA g P R RUFEEN H
Y- S ay C.Li.ah Cida °
bl slea
dl_',.w]l 5“! o d",\ﬂ
Aaill 0l Gads v 2B
[The intended omission] [Page] [Semester] [Grade] [Subject]

Remove the paragraph “Complete the | 4 [Ministry states ‘p.4’

national anthem” in reality is p. 8]
Remove tfie excerpt, since it con”tains 5 [Ministry st'ates ‘p.5’ [Arabic Language, 2023-
the song “Defenders of the Lands” [the in reality is p. 9] 1 Grade 2 2024 edition]

national anthem]

[...]

[...]

Remove the [Assad] regime’s song

7 [Ministry states ‘p.7’
in reality is p. 11]

[Our note: page numbers
may be erroneous]

[See screenshots and translations on the next page]
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Directive 3: Removing Nationalistic Studies “
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The First Day at School.

[...]

2.

There, she repeated the national anthem with the students.

Defenders of the lands, peace be upon you /

Noble souls refuse to be humiliated.

[...]

Exercise 3: | will recite with my colleagues the first verse of the national anthem:
Defenders of the lands, peace be upon you /

Noble souls refuse to be humiliated.

Source: Arabic Language, 2023-2024, Grade 2, Semester 1, p. 9.
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

2. Major Undeclared Directives

Directive 4 : Removal of Assad-Associated Content

While the instruction to remove Assad-associated content is not explicitly noted in the document,
this unofficial directive constitutes one of the most important phases in reshaping Syria's overall
image and redefining the identity of the new regime. Two of the previous three official directives
have called for the removal of nationalistic content. This, combined with the extensive changes
outlined in the grid supplied by the Ministry, underscore the importance of eliminating the
Assad regime’s influence. Most instructions contained within the directives aim at removing
the Assad legacy from the public sphere, beginning with symbols, portraits and statues, as
well as landmarks named after members of the Assad dynasty, including nature reserves and

institutions. As a result, textbooks will no longer include overt references to the Assad regime.

Additionally, references to the October 1973 war with Israel have been changed from “a liberation
war” to the neutral term “the 1973 war.” This effort appears to align with efforts to remove
Assad’s influence from the public sphere, rather than reflecting a change in attitude towards
Israel. Referring to it as a "liberation war" could imply that the Assad regime was a liberating

force in Syria, whereas from the perspective of the rebels, this was not the case.

The following examples demonstrate efforts to remove Assad’s influence in Syrian curricula.

Example 6
ek 15 ) pall juai (VS JSEI \re
l.‘.'l.u J.Jﬂ Ll _),_“i 5_;_,..‘
[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Figure 19: change the image or cover the photo of the buried 135 [Grade 3 Secondary, [History]
[deceased] Hafez al-Assad Literary Track]

e

=
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The University of Damascus. The new curriculum wishes to remove Hafez al-Assad’s image (circled.)

Source: History, Grade 3 Secondary, Literary Track, 2023-2024, p.135.
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Directive 4 : Removal of Assad-associated content

Example 7

In a unit on the history of the Palestinian ‘struggle’, the 1973 war is referred to as “the October
liberation war” and described as a great victory against “the Zionist entity” (Israel). The account
credits both the Palestinian resistance (mugawama) and the Arab armies of Syria and Egypt,
despite this depiction being inconsistent with the actual events and outcomes of the war. The
amendment proposed by the new Syrian Ministry of Education omits references to “liberation,”
which contributes to the positive image of the Assad regime and its aiding of Palestinian efforts;
instead, a more neutral term is recommended, referring to it as “the 1973 war.”

Below are examples from the Ministry document that are recommmended for revision.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
The paragraph “Revealing the Sources”: replace the term 143
“the October Liberation War” to “the 1973 War” at the
end of the paragraph
[...] [...] [Grade 3 Secondary, [History]
] ] ] Literary Track]
Replace the paragraph’s title “the October Liberation 171
War” with “the 1973 War”. In addition, change the term
wherever it appears in the paragraph and in the adjacent
questions and rephrase them.

N
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The Creative Woman

Nariman al-Attar is one of the pioneers of voluntary humanitarian work. [...] She contributed to the establishment of the
Child Sponsorship Association in 1963, which continues to operate from the city of Aleppo. She took part in comforting
the families of martyrs during the October Liberation War in 1973.

Editor's Note : The phrase highlighted in yellow in the photo is marked in red in the translation.
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Directive 4 : Removal of Assad-associated content, Example 7
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Editor's Note : The phrase “the October (liberation) war” is marked in yellow in the photo above, and it is
marked in red in translation.

The October Liberation War

The noncompliance of the Zionist Entity with the international resolutions that guaranteed its withdrawal from the Arab
territories, its ongoing construction of settlements [were the reasons that led to the] outbreak of the October liberation war
in 1973. The Arab forces managed to breach the enemy’s fortifications, achieved victories, shattered the Zionist Entity’s self
confidence and liberated Sinai and Al-Quneitra city. As a result of the ongoing war of attrition on the Syrian front, which
exerted great pressure on the Zionist Entity, the imperial powers rushed to support it by pressing on the United Nations
to stop the war.

All forms of Palestinian resistance that existed before the October war were part of a struggle driven by the need to maintain
the livelihood of the Palestinian issue until the proper strategic situation for a liberation war is secured. After the October
war, international interest in the Palestinian issue increased, and it became the top Arab issue, until the Palestinian
Liberation Organization was officially recognized as the only legitimate representative of the Palestinian people in the
Arab summit in Rabat in 1974.

[Questions in the yellow text box on the left:]

1-Inyour opinion, what are the results of the October war?

[..]

3 - Explain why the Western forces rushed to support the Zionist Entity in the October war?

4 - What facts [outcomes] can be deduced from the October war?

[.]

Directive 5 : Islamification of the curriculum

Alongside the removal of content related to Assad’s regime, the Islamification of material is
a core tenet of the proposed changes to the Syrian curriculum. According to Syrian officials,
the central focus of the upcoming educational reform lies in the field of Islamic education.
Nevertheless, the comprehensiveness (shumuliyya) of curricular Islamification is evident in

the planned changes, which, as noted, will extend to most subjects in the curriculum. Notably,
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Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum

Christian education will be taught, and remains outside of the scope of reform, although
content discussing minorities such as Christians and Jews in Islamic Education, History, Arabic
Language and Social Studies, could be changed.

An interesting sub-category within this directive is the spiritualization of the reference to the
martyrs (shuhada, sing. shahid.) According to the new directive, martyrs are declared to have
sacrificed their lives, not for the sake of the homeland, but for Allah.

The following examples are those which require change according to the new directives.

Example 8
Islamic Education, Grade 9, 2023-24, p.20.

In a passage about the society created by the Prophet Muhammad in Medina, the phrase “[a
society] governed by the law [ganun] of justice” is set to be replaced with “[a society] governed
by Allah’s law [shar’]”. The term “ganun,” often associated with man-made laws, is being
replaced with “shar’ Allah,” emphasizing adherence to divine law. This replacement reflects
the religious character of the early Muslim society and possibly implies that only divine Shari'a
law should govern society rather than man-made rules.

“The law of justice” is to be replaced with “Allah’s law™:
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IS
[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Replace “governed by the law of justice” to “[...] 20 [Grade 9] [Islamic Education
Allah’s law (shar’a)” 2024-2025 edition]
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3. lwill read and compare:

When the Prophet arrived at Medina, he found a society governed by customs, traditions, and
personal interests. He was determined to create a new cohesive society based on love, brotherhood,
and tolerance; a society governed by the law of justice and noble moral standards, and devoted to
knowledge and work, so that it reaches the peak of progress and prosperity, as God Almighty said:
"You are the best nation ever brought forth to mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what
is wrong and believe in Allah." [Surah Al Imran; Verse 110]

Editor's Note : The phrase intended to be replaced is highlighted in yellow in the photo above and
marked in red in the translation above.
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Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum

Example 9
Islamic Education, Grade 9, pp. 16-17.

A lesson about martyrdom discusses nationalistic sacrifice. It proclaims that sacrificing one's
soul for the sake of the homeland is an exalted deed which is rewarded by God; if one entered
Paradise and saw the martyr's reward, they would want to die as martyrs again and again.
It is proclaimed to be the duty of all the people of the homeland to liberate every inch of it
which is occupied. The students are asked in the following exercises to estimate the value of
martyrdom, which, based on examples from the Islamic canonical literature, is described as

noble and rewarding.

In the document of amendments issued by the new Ministry of Education, the issue of sacrifice
is intended to be re-framed from a national to religious context.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Replace “a person giving away his soul to defend his homeland” [Islamic
[highlighted in yellow in Example 8 above] with: 16 [Grade 9] Education]

“a person giving away his soul for the sake of Allah”
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Lesson 3: The Status of the Martyr

Among the highest degrees of sacrifice is [a situation where] a person gives away his soul to defend his homeland and protect
all of its sanctities, in order to receive great dignity and a great reward in this world and the afterlife. The Almighty said:
“And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Allah, ‘They are dead.” Rather, they are alive, but you perceive
[it] not.” (Al-Baqara [154])

- What is the reward entitled to a man that gives away their soul for the defense of their homeland?

Editor's Note : The phrase intended to be replaced is highlighted in yellow in the photo above and
marked in red in the translation above.
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Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum “

Example 10
Islamic Education, Grade 7, p. 8.

In a Grade 7 Islamic Education textbook, a martyr is defined as someone who is killed while
defending his homeland. The educational reform plans to shift the reasoning for martyrdom

from a nationalistic perspective to an Islamic one: “killed in order to raise God’s word”.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]

[Written:] “The martyr is he who is killed during a war [...] in [Islamic
defending the homeland”. 19 [Ministry states [Grade 7] Education]
[Change to:] “The martyr is he who is killed to raise God’s word”. | ‘p.19’ in reality is
p.8]
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The martyr is he who is killed during a war with an aggressive enemy in defending the homeland,
the honorand ......

Editor's Note : The phrase intended to be replaced is highlighted in yellow in the photo above and
marked in red in the translation above.
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Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum

Example 11
History, 2023-2024, Grade 1 Secondary, literary track, p. 37.

The reform wishes to remove a text on the contents of the Code of Hammurabi, a Babylonian
legal inscription from the 18th century BC, from a Grade 10 History textbook, as part of the
process of reshaping the way that the history of Syria is taught. Notably, while Hammurabi is a
well-known and significant figure in the region’s ancient history, his removal appears not only
as part of the new regime’s rewriting of Syrian history but also as an effort to “Islamize” the
country's legal history. The Code of Hammurabi may be viewed as a competing legal codex to
Islamic Shari'a, which, from an Islamist perspective, is the sole legitimate source of law (see
Example 8 above for context).

s Lgaas il cida | Y [ | Sessoe
[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Remove the paragraph on the 37 Grade 1 Secondary [History]
Code of Hammurabi
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Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum

Example 12
History, 2023-2024, Grade 1 Secondary, literary track, p. 82.

The reform instructs to remove an image of a statue of Melgart, a tutelary god of the Phoenician
city-state of Tyre, who was considered a major deity in the Phoenician and Punic pantheons.
This change is likely due to Islamic considerations as well, mainly to remove any manifestations

of idolatry from the Syrian curriculum.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Remove the [image of a statue] | 78 [Ministry states | [Grade 1 Secondary] [History]
the Canaanite god Melqgart | 'p.78" in reality is
[exhibited] in Cyprus p. 82]
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Figure 5: [a statue] of the Canaanite god
Melgart in Cyprus
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Example 13

English, 2023-2024, Grade 6, Student’s Book, p. 21.

Directive 5: Islamification of the curriculum

Continuing the line of the previous example, the reform intends to remove the images not
only of a specific god/idol, but of any ancient deity, likely in order to avoid the appearance of

idolatry, which contradicts Islam’s belief in the one “true” god - Allah.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Book type] [Grade] [Subject]
[Remove] the photo of sculpting 21 Student's Grade 6 English
a statue Book 2024-2025 edition

4 Before you read, look at the picture and say what the man is

doing.
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

Directive 6 : Removing “un-Islamic” Theories and Perceptions

To complement the Islamification of content, un-Islamic content is set to be removed, which

includes any content that does not align with Islamic beliefs, values, teachings and imperatives.

Example 14 : Removing content related to evolution
Biology, Grade 3 Secondary, 2023-2024, p.12.

its entirety
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Remove the paragraph on Grade 3, Secondary | [Sciences:
the evolution of the brain in 12 Scientific Track Biology]

A lesson on the nerve system currently includes a review of the development of the brain in

vertebrates and mammals. The planned reform of the new Ministry of Education intends to

remove this review altogether.
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The Development of the Brain in Vertebrates.
[.]
The structure of the brain became [more] complex gradually as it ascended
the ladder of development of vertebrates. As per mammals, their brain grew,
its parts particularized, and its centers and functions diversified. The brain’s
mass in an adult man is approximately 1400 grams [...]
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Example 15 : Removing content related to evolution

Biology, Grade 8, 2023-2024, p.202.

Directive 6 : Removing the "un-Islamic" theories and perceptions

) L 5as 1 5e I3 e
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
[Remove] Lesson 1 of Unit | [No page number, Grade 8 [Sciences:
3: “The Origin of Life and Its | in reality is p.202] Biology]

Development on Earth”

In a Grade 8 Biology textbook, the new Ministry of Education intends to remove an entire lesson

that teaches the students about evolution of life and living creatures. In our estimation, this

change, as well as the previous one (example 14 above), are listed in the course of Islamizing

the study of sciences, which entails the removal of Western theories (such as evolution and

Darwinism) and explaining natural phenomena by attributing them to Allah (illustrated well

in example 16 below).
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Lesson 1: The Origin of Life and Its
Development on Earth

[Bottom right box:]

I will learn:

The origin of life

The development of life
The cell theory
[Bottom left box:]

Basic concepts:
Organic substances
The Primordial Waters

Evolution of life
The cell
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Directive 6 : Removing the "un-Islamic" theories and perceptions

Example 16 : Islamizing natural sciences
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[The intended omission] [Page] | [Semester] [Grade] [Subject]
Change the phrase “nature’s gift” to “a gift from Allah” 52 1 Grade 1 [Sciences]

In a Grade 1 Sciences textbook, the name of a lesson titled “The Gift(s) of Nature” (marked
below in a red rectangle in the screenshot) which teaches students about products sourced
from livestock, (milk from cows, eggs from hen, honey from bees), is set to be Islamized by

changing it to “The Gift(s) from Allah.”
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Chapter 2: “The Gift of Nature”.

Source: Sciences, Grade 1, Semester 1, 2023-2024, p. 52.
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Directive 6 : Removing the "un-Islamic" theories and perceptions “

Example 17

Removing content on Chinese philosophy:
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e

[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]

Chinese philosophical thought 26 Grade 1 Secondary Literary Track Philosophy

In alesson on Indian and Chinese philosophical thought, Grade 10 students learn that Chinese
philosophy is based on the principles of thought and practice, which together form harmony
in life between humanity and nature. In addition, the textbook teaches about the Yin and
Yang theory, which talks about two opposite yet complementary forces which together form
a self-perpetuating cycle. The Ministry of Education’s reform intends to omit the segment on
Chinese philosophy altogether. However, it did not include instructions regarding the segment
on Indian philosophy, in which students are introduced to meta-cosmological questions about

the universe raised by the ancient Indians.
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[See translation on the next page]
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Directive 6 : Removing the "un-Islamic" theories and perceptions

2. Chinese Philosophical Thought

Chinese philosophy emphasizes the importance of protecting and taking care of the great human life, which is strongly
linked to living beings. The starting point of Chinese thought is two principles, thought and practice, which cannot be
separated from one another. The two major questions in Chinese philosophy are reflected in these two questions: “how
can | achieve harmony with the entire humanity?” and “How can | harmonize with nature?” [...]

The Yin and Yang Theory: in essence, the Yin and Yang theory surfaced in response to the question on the source of the
universe. According to this theory, the universe came to being as a result of the interactions between two opposite forces
- Yin and Yang. The universe is regarded as something that exists between tensions caused by the universal force of
nothingness - or Yin, and the universal force of being - or Yang. [...]

Example 18

Replacing terms linked to humanism with a set of Islamic values and terminology:
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
Replace the principle of human fraternity 70 [Grade 9] [Islamic Education]
with “fraternity in faith” 2024-2025 edition

An Islamic Education textbook exercise presents an exegesis of a Quranic verse from Surah
Al-Hujurat, which explains that Muslims are brothers from a humanistic point of view, and in case
of a dispute, they reconcile and treat each other with compassion. The proposed educational
reform replaces the interpretation of “human fraternity” with “fraternity in faith” to provide a
more literal exegesis of the verse and modify it for Syria’s tribal and rural society.
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Activity:

1. I will read and conclude:

“The believers are but brothers, so make settlement between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive mercy.”
[Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 10].

The Prophet established the principle of human fraternity between members of society; because the basis of bonds
between members of society is mutual interaction and compassion, rather than dispute and rivalry. If a dispute rises,

others must reconcile between the two rival sides, because reconciliation has good and benefit in it, which will go back
to the individual and the society.

Source : Islamic Education, Grade 9, 2023-2024, p.70.

Editor's Note : The phrase intended to be replaced is highlighted in yellow in the photo above and
marked in red in the translation above.
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Directive 6 : Removing the "un-Islamic" theories and perceptions

Example 19 : Reference to Jews and Christians
Islamic Education, 2023-2024, Grade 1, p. 15.

The reform proposed by the Ministry of Education includes one instance regarding Jews and
Christians. While the proposed change discusses these minorities with an overtly negative tone,
it remains to be seen whether there will be additional changes pertaining to non-Muslims.
In a Grade 1 Islamic Education textbook exercise, students must solve a maze that presents
two linked phrases at its entrance: "those who have evoked [God's] anger" and "those who
are astray." These phrases are taken from the first Surah (chapter) of the Qur'an, and their
exegesis are stated at the exit to the maze: "those who have gone astray from the path of
goodness." The proposed change to this exercise replaces the phrase "those who have gone
astray from the path of goodness" with the more explicit wording, referencing "the Jews and
the Christians." Although the alteration is based on a common exegesis, it portrays Jews and
Christians in a negative light. Moreover, this arguably intolerant exegesis is to be taught to
students as young as Grade 1, which inculcates negative perceptions of Judaism and Christianity

on impressionable students.
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Those who have gone astray
from the path of goodneass
[to be replaces with “the Jews
and the Christians”)

[Instruction highlighted in yellow:] I will follow the path to reach the meaning [of the phrases].

Editor's Note : English translation was added to the original illustration.
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

Directive 7 : Gender - Removing Women Figures from Textbooks

Several examples in the list of intended changes pertain to female figures, and their removal from

textbooks, in what is demonstrably another unofficial directive from the new regime. While some

of these figures existed, such as the 3rd century Queen Zenobia, the new Ministry of Education

claims they were fictitious. Similarly, illustrations of women demonstrating educational concepts

are instructed to be removed. The former change may stem from a conservative perception of

women’s role in society, while the latter change derives from religious considerations, possibly

due to the fact that the illustrated women do not wear a hijab.

Example 20

English, 2023-2024, Grade 1 Secondary, Student’s Book, p. 77.

The reform advocates for the removal of an illustration of a girl accompanying pronunciation

exercises in a Grade 10 English textbook. However, the reason for its removal is not specified,

leaving the rationale unclear.
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[The intended omission] | [Pages] [Book Type] [Grade] [Subject]
[Remove] the photo(s) 77-78 Student's Book Grade 10 [English 2024-2025
edition]
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Directive 7 : Removing women figures from textbooks

Example 21
Islamic Education, 2023-2024, Grade 3, p.19.

A Grade 3 Islamic Education textbook exercise asks students to match attributes to a list of “Arab
women that played a role in building society.” The educational reform proposes omitting two
figures, claiming they were “fictitious characters”: Khawla bint al-Azwar, a female Muslim warrior
whose historical existence has been contested due to a lack of reliable sources, and Queen
Zenobia of the 3rd century Palmyrene Empire in Syria — despite her well-documented existence.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]

Remove: Zenobia - Khawla 19 [Grade 3] [Islamic Education
bint al-Azwar 2024-2025 edition]
Fictitious figure[s]
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2. lwill think and classify:

The mistress Khadija, may Allah be pleased with her, contributed to build society with her excellent reason,
wisdom and status among people. History perpetuated the names of Arab women who had a role in building
the society.

Politics Literature Bravery Medical treatment Honorable women No.
Belgis 1
Dhat al-Nitagayn 2
Rufaida Al-Aslamia 3
Al-Khansa 4
Khawla bint al- Azwar 5
Zenobia 6

Editor's Note : The phrase intended to be replaced is highlighted in yellow in the photo above and
marked in red in the translation above.
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Directive 7 : Removing women figures from textbooks

Example 22
Social Studies, 2023-2024, Grade 3, pp. 110-113.

A lesson on nationalist figures, set to be removed within the framework of the educational
reform (in this context, see example 23 below as well,) includes Nazik al-Abid, a famous Syrian
women's rights activist known as the "Joan of Arc of the Arabs."

' 1 B rlﬂ
Sy il [ A | |
[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
[Remove] the entire lesson 110-113 Grade 3 [Social Studies]
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Syrian influential figures

Nazik al-Abid.

She was one of the angels of mercy in the Battle of Maysalun, treated the injured and took care of their health. This is the
Syrian Arab Nazik al-Abid, known by the nickname “the sword of Damascus.” Nazik was born in 1887, showed interest in
knowledge and excelled in foreign languages. That said, she didn’t save [this knowledge] only for herself, for she worked
on establishing a girls’ school named the Shuhada [martyrs] Girls School. She took part in numerous charity activities.
She was the first woman to receive the [military] rank of Mulazim [2nd Lieutenant] in the Syrian Arab Army. She passed
away in 1959 and loved her homeland Syria.

[Activities:]

- What mark did Nazik al-Abid leave on my homeland, the Syrian Arab Republic?

- What did you like about the personality of Nazik al-Abid?

- Why was Nazik al-Abid nicknamed “the angel of mercy”?
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

Directive 8 : Removing Historic and National Figures

As part of the broader effort to eliminate nationalistic studies, the new regime is actively
rewriting Syria’'s history by removing references to different historical and national figures
that are deemed incompatible with its apparent Islamist educational vision. This directive

includes figures from both Syria’'s ancient and modern history.

Example 23
Social Studies, 2023-2024, Grade 3, pp. 110-113.

As part of a systematic removal of national symbols, an entire lesson on prominent figures
in the national history of Syria is set to be removed from a Grade 3 Social Studies textbook.
The lesson includes biographical synopses of notable personalities in Syrian history, such as
Navy officer Jules Jammal and feminist Nazik al-Abid. As part of the educational reform, a
“family tree” featuring images of prominent Syrian figures is set to be removed. This includes
nationalist leader Ibrahim Hananu, military officer Jules Jammal, composer and playwright
Abu Khalil al-Qabbani, as well as poets and anti-French activists Sulaiman al-Issa and Nazik
al-Abid. The original lesson encourages students to research one of these figures based on

their own choice.
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[The intended omission] [Page] [Grade] [Subject]
[Remove] the entire lesson | 110-113 Grade 3 [Social Studies]

[p. 111]
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af b The name of my school is Jules Jammal.

We were asked to research his story, and
we found out about him:
[Textin a red box:] A Syrian Arab officer,
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a son of Latakia city who was an officer
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1 ReY Sleial Lyl e e o e laddl 38 0s Lsllls in the Syrian Navy. [...] He participated
g St EXERIEC. SO LAPE . SR F SN [P R S in the defense of Egypt when it was
e subjected to the 1956 Aggression [the

Sinai War between Egypt, Israel, the UK
and France]. He managed to destroy a
French battleship that carried out strikes
on Port Said city. He sacrificed himself
to raise the name of his country high.
[Questions:]

- What mark did the hero Jules Jammal
leave on my homeland, the Syrian Arab
Republic?

- What did you like about the personality
of Jules Jammal?
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Removing historic and national figures, Example 23 “

[p. 112:]

I R ]

I will choose a national figure from the following figures [see next screenshot] and written about him/her.

[p. 113

[A “family tree” of prominent Syrian national figures. Top to bottom and left to right:]
Ibrahim Hananu, Nazik al-Abid, Sulaiman al-Issa, Abu Khalil al-Qabbani and Jules Jammal.
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Main Directives and Trends within the planned changes

3. Examples of inflammatory content from 2023 - 2024
textbooks, expected to remain in the new curriculum

After analyzing the new educational directives, it appears that most content currently being
taught in the Syrian curriculum will not be altered. Within the remaining content, there are
many examples that violate international standards of peace and tolerance. The following section
contains examples of such content, including texts that glorify martyrdom in battle, praise
terror attacks against Israelis, depict Zionism as aspiring to exploit "all the world's resources,"
imply that Judaism is a racist religion and hostile to Islam, and describe the West, particularly

the US, as warmongers who "feed on the blood of the innocent."

Example 24
Arabic Language, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2023-2024, p. 59.

Dalal al-Mughrabi, the Palestinian who led the squad that carried out the 1978 Coastal Road
attack on a civilian bus, Kkilling thirty-eight Israelis including thirteen children, is celebrated
as a martyr and hero in a Grade 5 Arabic Language textbook. In an oral expression exercise,
students are asked to read a poem about "the martyr Dalal al-Mughrabi" and discuss her with
classmates. The poem, written by Syrian poet Sulaiman al-Issa, praises the attack, saying that
al-Mughrabi "raised the banner of liberation" in "the heart of the occupied land," describing

Dalal as leading the "heroes', i.e. her fellow perpetrators of the attack.
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Oral expression: Information about a person
Sulaiman al-Issa wrote [the following poem] describing the martyr Dalal al-Mughrabi:

In the heart of the occupied land
She raised the banner of liberation
She was a sword. She was a flame.

Dalal is a young woman from my homeland
A usurper expelled her from Haifa

She said to the aggression: You will hear me
I am the voice of a furious earthquake.

And the convoy proceeded like the light of dawn
With Dalal leading the heroes.

I will speak in front of my classmates about the personality of Dalal al-Mughrabi, using what the poet wrote in the text.
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Examples of Inflammatory content 2023-2024 to remain

Example 25
Arabic Language, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2023-2024, p. 66.

A Grade 5 Arabic Language textbook glorifies martyrdom using graphic descriptions. This
is taught as a part of a lesson discussing illustrations of young students who present their
relatives' workplaces, taking pride in them. One girl wears military uniform and takes pride
in her father who died as a martyr and "watered" the country's borders and its highlands
"with blood."
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| will read

The teacher:

From Syria, the cradle of the world we tell stories, O my children,
Each one of us tells a story with the heroes' accounts

1. Let Haifaa [a girl's name] start:

I am the martyr's daughter, and here is my song

I boast to the stars of he who watered my borders
Watered the highlands with blood, and honored the land
To guarantee a life of proud existence

[...]
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Examples of Inflammatory content 2023-2024 to remain

Example 26
Historical Issues (Literary Track), Grade 12, 2023-2024, p. 152.

A Grade 12 History textbook describes Zionism as a "racist and expansionist" world view, which
“believes that all the world's resources must be employed to serve the Zionist Entity and protect
it Therefore, the textbook not only views Zionism and Israel’s existence as illegitimate, but
also links Zionism with control and the exploitation of global resources, evoking antisemitic
conspiracy theories about Jewish world domination.
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The Palestinian Truth:

To understand the nature of the changes that have occurred in the Arab region since
the start of the 20th century until the present day, one must know the challenges the
Arabs have faced. The matter of Palestine is considered an important foundation
and a key gateway for understanding the reasons for these challenges, as the
[Arab-Israeli] conflict is an existential one between two theories. The first one is
a just Arab theory, which respects the rights of others, complies with principles of
justice and peace, and defends the rights of the [Arab] nation and the Palestinian
people on its land and holy sites. The second [theory] is a racist expansionist Zionist
theory, which believes that all the world's resources must be exploited to serve
and protect the Zionist Entity. The importance of this issue increased in the 21st
century due to the changes that occurred to it.
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Examples of Inflammatory content 2023-2024 to remain

Example 27
History (Literature Track), Grade 10, 2023-2024, p. 107.

In a Grade 10 History textbook, Jews are described as people adhering to the "extremist idea"
that they are "God's chosen people", presenting Judaism as an "ethnically exclusive" religion.
While the concept of "the chosen people" in Jewish thought refers to the idea of the Jewish
people being chosen to receive divine teachings (the Torah,) the textbook links this concept
to ethnic exclusivity and superiority, portraying Judaism as a racist religion. This ignores the
fact that non-Jews can convert to Judaism, which dispels ideas of exclusivity. Nonetheless,
the textbook speaks of this concept as "an extremist idea of those who embraced the Jewish
religion", linking Jewish people with extremism. The use of such rhetoric, which bears a clear
negative charge, may be associated with an antisemitic sentiment, as it may evoke antagonism
against Jews and Judaism. On the other hand, the textbook positively refers to the spread of
Christianity, which was accepted “due to its appeal to the lower stratum of society,” contrasting

to the extremist and un-spreadable presentation of the Jewish faith.™
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10 Eldad J. Pardo and Maya Jacobi, “Syrian National Identity: Reformulating School Textbooks during the
Civil War" (IMPACT-se, July 2018), 70-71, https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Syrian-National-
Identity IMPACT-se_July-2018-.pdf
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Examples of Inflammatory content 2023-2024 to remain

Example 28
Islamic Education, Grade 2, 2023-2024, p. 58.

In a Grade 2 Islamic Education textbook, students are taught a story in which the Prophet
Muhammad's uncle, Abu Taleb, is warned by a monk to "keep [Muhammad] safe from the
Jews." According to the story, which is based on Islamic traditions, a Christian monk called
Bahira met young Muhammad during his tribe's trade journey to the Greater Syria area [Bilad
al-Sham], and foretold Muhammad's prophethood. Bahira urged Abu Talib to take Muhammad

back from Bilad al-Sham to Mecca, warning him that the Jews will seek to harm him.

Notably, the textbook teaches the story mostly using the authors' own words, and it does not
present the tradition in full. By choosing to emphasize Bahira's warning concerning the Jews,
while other parts of the story were omitted, the textbook implicitly portrays Jews as a group
hostile to Islam and Muslims, a sentiment that may be interpreted as antisemitic.
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Lesson Four: The Prophet Muhammad's Journey to Bilad al-Sham [Greater Syria]
Preparation

I will read and learn:

Quraysh were used to send trade convoys on two journeys: to Bilad al-Sham in
the summer, and to Yemen in the winter. Abu Taleb worked in trade, and the
Prophet Muhammad went with one of these convoys along with his uncle Abu
Taleb. When the convoy reached the city of Busra in Bilad al-Sham, it stopped
for a rest. The Prophet Muhammad attracted the attention of the monk Bahira,
who began asking him about himself, and the Prophet spoke to him. The monk
Bahira then asked Abu Taleb about Muhammad's father, and he answered
him saying that he had died before Muhammad was born. The monk told him,
‘Take your brother's son back to his town and keep him safe from the Jews, as
something great is happening to your brother's son’ Abu Taleb then returned
to Mecca, in accordance with his advice.
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Examples of Inflammatory content 2023-2024 to remain

Example 29
Arabic Language (Literature Track), Grade 11, 2023-2024, pp. 230-235.

Western countries, particularly the United States, are criticized in a Grade 11 Arabic language
textbook. These ideas are taught as a part of an introduction to a poem, which heavily criticizes
Western countries for oppressing other nations and war mongering. While neither the introduction
nor the poem explicitly mention any country in name, the poem's criticism is directed at
those who consider themselves "the Free World" and "[their] dollars", clearly referencing the
US. The poem accuses them of deceiving other nations with their money, while they in fact
"devour" them and "cut [their] veins and arteries." The introduction goes further, accusing "the
colonizers" of being "enemies of humanity" and "arms dealers," who "try to ignite wars, due
to the fact that they feed on the blood of the innocent." It also accuses them of "deceiv[ing]
nations with shiny slogans," likening them to a venomous snake that is "soft to the touch, but

his fangs are venomous."

[p. 230:]
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Introduction to the text:

Man has not earned from wars anything but disasters, destruction, and death, while
peace is the dream that tempts the imaginations of peoples, and the goal they aspire
to achieve. But the arms dealers, those who trade away values, and the enemies of
humanity always try to ignite wars, because they feed on the blood of the innocent.
They aspire to deceive nations with shiny slogans and to buy cheap guarantees of
protection with money, and those who are deceived don't know that these slogans
are like an evil snake, which is soft to the touch, but whose fangs are venomous.
As the war threatens the precious homeland, the poet, who is committed to the
causes of his nation, stands in the face of war and praises peace. He exposes the
false claims of the colonizers and their slogans, turning his poetry to a lighthouse
which guides his nation at a time of disasters.
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Continuation of Example 29

[p. 231:]
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Tell those who claim their world is free: Do the free enslave [other] people?
How many nations have you deceived with [the term] "the free world", using
it to devour homelands.

We know your dollars well - they are forgery and lies.

They give a nation [benefits] with their left hand, while their right hand cuts
its veins and arteries.

Example 30
Geography, Grade 9, 2023-2024, cover page and pp. 37, 102-104, 159-169.

Multiple maps in a Grade 9 Geography textbook present all of Israel's internationally recognized
territory as Palestine, ignoring Israel's existence. The Israel-controlled Golan Heights are presented
as an integral part of Syria. Additionally, the textbook cover features an image of the Sea of
Galilee, which is located within Israeli territory, potentially suggesting that the lake, or parts of
it, belong to Syria, which occupied its northeastern shoreline between 1948 and 1967. Notably,
all maps present territories governed by Turkey along the Syria-Turkey border, as part of Syrian

territory including the disputed Alexandretta region.

The textbook’s cover page:
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Continuation of Example 30

[p. 37:]
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I will read the map of natural resource distribution in Syria and then answer
[the questions].
[Marked in red:] Palestine
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[A map of Syria’s population density]
[Marked in red:] Palestine
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Continuation of Example 30

[p. 103:]
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[Top map: a map of the water resource distribution in the Arab Republic of Syria]
[Bottom map: a map of natural resource distribution in the Arab Republic of Syria]
[Marked in red:] Palestine
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Continuation of Example 30

[p. 104:]
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[A map of the average precipitation in Syria]
[Marked in red:] Palestine

[p. 159:]
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[A map of the governorate centr(al cities] and rivers in the Arab
Republic of Syria]
[Marked in red:] Palestine
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Continuation of Example 30

[p. 160:]

30°N

20°N

10°N

30°E 40°E a)

[A physical map of the Arab Middle East]
[Marked in red:] Palestine
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Conclusion

The policy document, signed by the new Minister of Education and revealed in early January
2025, sparked widespread criticism. In response, the Minister issued apologetic statements,
underscoring the significant gap between the HTS regime's publicly declared actions and
its underlying intentions. While the circumstances of the document’s publication remain
unclear, the regime’s hesitant reaction and evasive response, indicates that the document
was not intended for public disclosure. However, what can be gleaned from this release is the
new regime’s balancing act between radical Islamist ideology, and the pursuit of international

recognition.

The main goal of the planned educational reform is to uproot any content associated with
the history and legacy of the Assad family. As such, the instructions in this directive include
changing the Syrian flag and the removal of nationalistic studies from the Syrian curriculum.
Implicitly, the document exposes a more systematic and comprehensive drive to remove curricular
content associated with Assad. This includes symbols such as the national anthem, nationalistic
literature, and monuments. It also extends to geographical sites and content glorifying the Assad
dynasty, including its contributions to pre-revolutionary Syria before the insurgency in 2011.

Within this context, a notable shift in the new regime’s focus is the reframing of the 1973
war. While the previous regime referred to it as “the October Liberation War,” a term that
arguably glorified the Assad family despite the war's outcome, the HTS regime now intends
to use the neutral term “the 1973 War” (see Example 7). So far, this change does not appear to
emphasize Israel in any particular way. On a historiographical level, the reform reflects a clear
effort to reshape how Syria's history is taught in schools. Significant aspects of the country’s
past, particularly those perceived as contradicting Islamic values and teachings, are set to be
excluded. This includes the ancient pre-lslamic history and socio-cultural heritage of Syria and
the broader region (see Examples 11-13), a revised perspective on the Ottoman era (Examples
3-4), and changes to the portrayal of the formation and development of Syrian nationalism

(Example 23).

Minister Al-Qadiri’s claims that the reform is limited to correcting alleged “mistakes” or “misconceptions”
taughtin Islamic Education are clearly false. The planned revisions cover most if not all school
subjects, guided by an Islamic percpective. A review of the proposed changes reveals that
Islamic content will not merely replace nationalism, often seen by radical Islamist scholars as
a competing secular ideology, but will also supplant various other theories and concepts that

do not conform to the Islamic worldview.

Therefore, it is unsurprising that lessons on scientific theories, such as Darwinism and evolution
(examples 14-15), humanistic values such as fraternity (example 18), and foreign perceptions
of life such as the Yin and Yang theory and Chinese philosophy (example 17), will either be
removed or replaced by Islamic framing. For instance, natural phenomena are now attributed
to God (example 16). The Islamic way of life is established on the legal codex of the Shari'a,
which transcends the rule of human, secular law (example 8). While the anticipated shift in

textbooks is concerning, the opposition sparked by the exposure of these reformms may slow
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their implementation. Additionally, Syria’s fragmented and sectarian society, shaped by five
decades of a secular Ba'thist regime under Assad, presents further obstacles to the realization
of these changes.

Notably, since the HTS-led coup, Islamist influences have become more prominent in the
Syrian public sphere. This has likely heightened international concerns about the new regime’s
radical Islamic orientation, given its ideological roots and history of violent conduct during the
years of insurgency in northern Syria. This was manifest in the segregation of genders in public
transportation in Damascus," and radical Islamists who called on children and teenagers to
perform jihad against the Nusayris (the Alawite sect, to which the Assad family belongs), to be
beware of the Jews and Christians (see example 28 in the same context), and fight in Palestine
to liberate territories. These messages were all promoted during a religious "awareness" event
in Jableh, south of Latakia.'”? Such instances are likely to persist in Syria under the new regime,
despite its attempts to project a more moderate interpretation of Islam while consolidating
power. On the other hand, the educational reform and other consequences of the regime

change are likely to provoke further waves of protest.

An issue of particular interest is the subject of martyrdom. Based on our analysis (see Examples
9-10), the current impression is that the new regime is shifting the framing of martyrdom from
a nationalistic perspective—dying for the homeland—to a religious one, dying for the sake of
God. Despite the new government’s claim that its policies are unrelated to Israel, the positive
portrayal of martyrdom could encourage students to pursue such a path, potentially leading
them to choose death over life.

There are many examples of martyrdom which have not been addressed by the Ministry
of Education’s document. An interesting example is that of Dalal al-Mughrabi, considered
a Palestinian icon and role model in the Syrian curriculum (example 24.) Support for the
Palestinian issue was of significance in Hafez al-Assad’s rhetoric, which was “inherited” by his
son, Bashar, while negotiations for peace with Israel remained stagnant. This is reflected in the
2023-2024 Geography textbooks, where maps label Israeli territories as “Palestine” (example
30.) Domestically, elementary school students are being taught to regard their martyr parents
as role models and to view the act of martyrdom as a noble aspiration to pursue (example 25.)
Sourced from the Qur'an and Sunnah, the concept of martyrs and martyrdom is likely to be

11 "Damascus to Enforce Gender Segregation on Public and Private Buses," Watan News, January 11,2025, https:/
www.watanserb.com/en/2025/01/11/damascus-to-enforce-gender-segregation-on-public-and-private-buses/?
foclid=IwZXhObgNhZWOCMTEAARQOtFGC5BY3MbyV3ZIHXvz7OpMSu8H5NCoWiPbka-IkPgBHTOCAfRLI1Fo8
aem_dKklexOgaysMOfBHdohwdw&amp=T; "The Segregation Bus" (video), https:/www.youtube.com/shorts
rJEaSGE2Pf0

12 X account, "Excerpt from Video with English Subtitles," https:/x.com/itsKGG/status/1878107551272747334;
X account, "Video Post," https://x.com/LevantJourno/status/1878415600613224559; X account, "Video Post,"
https://x.com/CoastSyrian24/status/1878124721062957551; Facebook, "Video Post,"_https:.//www.facebook.
com/100083384480447/videos/1719214451988075; Erem News, "Video Report," https:/www.eremnews.com
news/arab-world/wmuxlij

13 "A Protest in Front of the Ministry of Education Against the Modification of Syria’s Curriculum," Al-Araby
(UK), January 5, 2025,
https:/www.alaraby.co.uk/society/%D9%88%D3%82%D3%81%D8WAI-%DE8WAZ%DI%E5% DEWA7%DI%S5-
2%6D09%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8WNA7%DI%84%DE8WAA%DE%BI%DE8%A8%DI%8
ABDBWAI-%DEWAT%DEWADWDEWUAAWDEWACKDEWAT%DEWACKDE%A7-%D8%BI%D9%84%D9I%89-
%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF %D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7 %D9%87%D8%AC-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D
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incorporated into the new regime's textbooks. However, the extent of this inclusion and the

tone in which it is presented remain uncertain.

One content example is notable among the numerous changes outlined in the document
published by the Syrian Ministry of Education: an example is based on the first Surah of the
Qur’an, a known text that is recited daily by Muslims on various occasions. (example 19). Although
Minister Al-Qadiri assured that Christian Education textbooks would remain unchanged, this
declaration does not extend to references to Christians and Jews in Islamic literature taughtin
the Syrian curriculum. As referenced, the intended replacement of a generic phrase "those who
have gone astray from the path of goodness" with the explicit reference to “the Jews and the
Christians,” despite being based on a common exegesis, portrays adherents to these religionsin
a negative light, inculcating negative associations in the minds of students as young as Grade 1.
Notably, several examples found in 2023-2024 textbooks of the Assad regime, which have not
been included in the recently published Ministry of Education reforms, promote a negative
image of Judaism, and its national movement, Zionism. The presentation of Judaism as exclusive
and elitist (example 27), and whose adherents one should be warned against (example 28), may
generate antagonistic attitudes towards them. This sentiment is further enhanced by describing
Zionism as racist, exploitative and expansionist (example 26). Another contributing factor to
this strong negative image is the linking, even implicitly, of Judaism/Zionism to their allies in
the West, which is regarded as an oppressive, violent, warmongering entity, and “enemies of
humanity” (example 29). These descriptions are reminiscent of antisemitic attributes that have
historically been taught to students. If this content remains in the curriculum, it may hinder
the West's ability to recognize and support the new Syrian regime.

As discussed, one of the Minister of Education’s official directives in the document mandates the
removal or revision of negative depictions of the Ottoman Empire. This appears to stem from a
combination of religious-ideological motives and realpolitik considerations regarding Turkey.
In this context, it is notable that the Assad regime’s curriculum asserted that territories within
Turkey's internationally recognized borders, including the Hatay/Alexandretta (iskenderun)
Province, disputed since the 1930s, were historically an integral part of Syria. This was evident
in maps used to teach geography in 2023-2024 textbooks (example 30.) Importantly, if this
remains unchanged in the new regime’s textbooks, it could hinder the HTS government'’s efforts
to build relations and foster cooperation with Syria's northern neighbor, Turkey.

Regarding gender and the presentation of women, the new regime has not declared any
policies relating to the subject. However, incidents indicating the regime’s stance on women
have been prevalent in the public sphere, including the “segregation bus” incident, as well as
planned changes to textbooks, evidenced in examples 20-22. Due to the limited scope of this
report, a deeper investigation into additional examples will be necessary to deduce clearer

trends and conclusions regarding gender issues under the new regime.

Overall, these new Ministry of Education reforms give the impression of being hastily prepared, due
to rapidly unfolding political events, and may not have been intended for public consumption at
this time. Given these factors, it is understandable that some examples have been omitted from
the reform process, and why there may be mistakes in page numbers in the above examples.
However, despite these errors, it is important to monitor these developments as the nascent
regime begins to shape its societal values through education. Further updates to these reforms
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Our Methodology

is designed to consider every detail within the textbooks; it does not paraphrase, rely on interpretations,
or attempt to illustrate preconceived notions.

The following is an updated, condensed version of the IMPACT-se UNESCO-derived standards
for peace and tolerance in school education:

R

IMPACT-se applies methodological
standards which are based on UNESCO

Respect

The curriculum should
promote tolerance,

and UN declarations, and international understanding and
. respect toward the
recommendations and documents on “Other,” his or her

culture, achievements,
values and way of life. [1]

education for peace and tolerance.
(see notes)

No Hate

The curriculum should be free of wording,
imagery and ideologies likely to create prejudices,
misconceptions, stereo-types, misunderstandings,
mistrust, racial hatred, religious bigotry and
national hatred, as well as any other form of
hatred or contempt for other groups or peoples. [3]

No Incitement
The curriculum should be free of language, content, Peacemaking

and imagery that disseminate ideas or theories The
which justify or promote acts and expressions of
violence, incitement to violence, hostility, harm
and hatred toward other national, ethnic, racial or
religious groups. [4]

curriculum should

develop capabilities for non-
violent conflict resolution and
promote peace. [5]

[1] As defined in the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance Proclaimed and signed by Member States of UNESCO
on November 16,1995, Articles 1, 4.2. See also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals
of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding Between Peoples (1965), Principles |, 1. Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (1948): Education shall be directed to the full development of human personality and to
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding,
tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial and religious groups and shall further the activities of the
United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

[2] The goal of education for peace is the development of universally recognized values in an individual,
regardless of different socio-cultural contexts. See Ibid., Article 6. See also, on exchanges between youth, the
UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding
between Peoples (1965), Principles IV, V.

[3] Ibid., and based on Articles I11.6, IV.7 and VII1.39; and on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education
for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-
eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article 18.2.

[4] As defined in Article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(ICERD), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2106 (XX) on December 21, 1965. See
also Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 2200A (XXI) on December 16, 1966.

[5] Based on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy,
approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article
9; and on the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states of UNESCO
on November 16, 1995, Article 5.

Review of Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham's Intended Changes to the Syrian Curriculum February 2025




Methodology

8/

Hate Gender Sexual
Identity Orientation

s The curriculum
and Representation chould be free
The curriculum of language,
should foster equality, content, and
mutual respect, imagery that
and should aim for promulgates
equal representation violence or
between individuals discrimination
regardless of their on the basis
gender identity. It of sexual
should also refrain orientation. [8]
from language, /
content, and imagery

that depicts limiting
and/or exclusionary

Sound Prosperity
and Cooperation

gender roles. [7]

The curriculum should
educate for sound and
sustainable economic
conduct and preservation
of the environment for
future generations. It
should encourage regional
and local cooperation to

that effect. [9]

[6] Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General
Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Article V.14.

[7] The preamble to the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states
of UNESCO on November 16, 1995, notes the Convention on the Elimination of Any Form of Discrimination
against Women and emphasizes respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without
distinction as to gender.

[8] Based on Resolutions 32/2 (adopted June 30, 2016) and 17/19 (adopted July 14, 2011) of the UN Human
Rights Council,and numerous UN General Assembly resolutions expressing concern and condemnation of
laws and practices around the world which target individuals based on their gender identity and/or sexual
orientation for discrimination, violence, and even extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions—all of which
contradict the most basic principles of the UN and have no place in education.

[9] Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General
Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Articles I11.6, and IV.7. On the imperative
for developing “systematic and rational tolerance teaching methods that will address the cultural, social,
economic, political and religious sources of intolerance,” see the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance
proclaimed and signed by member states of UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 4.2. On education for
international cooperation, see also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace,

Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples (1965), Principle I1.
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