IWPACT se

The Winding Road to a New |dentity

Saudi Arabian Curriculum 201671 19
Interim Report

W

EldadJ. Pardo, PhD and Uzi Rabi, PhD

David M. Byer, Editor

February2020

Amot Atrium Tower, 2 Jabotinsky Street, 18th Floor, Ramat Gan 5250501
Office: +972-3-7933880 Website: www.impact-se.org



13

28

44

59

61

67

71

79

104

110

112

Contents

Executive Summary

Preface/Acknowledgements

Introduction

The Role of Islam (Islamic Studies)

The SaudiFamilyand the Changing Roleof SaudiWomen
National Identity: History, LanguageGeographyand Art

The Middle Eastand Beyond Moderation or Radicalism
Christians and the West
Islamic Nation and ArabWorld
Iran and Turkey
The Jews and Israel

Conclusion Crafting a New SaudiCivic Ethos
Methodology

List of Textbooks



IWPACT se

Executive Summary

Thisinterimreport on Saudi Arabiatgationalcurriculumcovers 2016 19textbooks, reviewed
according to UNESCd@erivedstandards of peace and tolerarfaudi textbooks have been
exported internationally, including to countries in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Europe and
North America.

Some Main Findings:

)l
)l

T

Extremism persistsutmost changes demonstrate moderation

Thetextbooks do not teach equality between women and meWwomen must obey
husbands

Neverthelessyomen's empowerment is also eviderand modern norms advanced.

Non-Muslims still considered infidels, but timew curriculum shows more openness
to the West and Christians

Harsh anti-Jewish and antigay expressions remainSufi and Shiite practices are
criticized.

Israel is not shown on mapsThe 2019 curriculum offers ambalanced viewof Israel
compared with prewus editions.

The attitude toward Iran and Turkey is blurred with contradictions but are mostly not
treated harshly.

Jihad war is thoroughly discussed but itnsostly taught as anaspect of national
defense

Numeroudimitations regarding the application of jihadd theking has sole authority
to declarejihad war. Living for Allah is more important than dying for Allah , but
martyrdom for the sake of Allah remains a "godly gift, a divine dignity."

There is praise for those who sacrifice their lives as martyrghahid shuhada for
Allah, namely in battle for the faith.

The curriculunsharply criticizes and takes responsibility for terrorism committed
by Muslims.

Focus of students is on prosperity though hard work and cooperation noton
incitement or preparation for war.

*k*

All Muslims in Saudi Arabia must go through nine years of compulsory education {dgBs 6
The curriculum examined in this report covers primary (gradé} intermediate (ges 79)

and secondary (gradesili?) schools. The study of Islam is central among the subjects taught
in the curriculunf (Of more than thirythousand school80 percent are publitherest are
private) Schools are required to use the Islataiktbooks issued by the Ministry of Educatfon.

1 UNESCO, "Saudi Arabia," UNESGOIS,
http://uis.unesco.org/en/country/sa.
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Historically, the alliance between the-8hud family and the Wahhabi religious establishment
created aurriculumthat washighly suspicious of foreignersther religionsandsects within
Islam.

Following the September 11 attacks, the United States and its déimsnded educational
reform by the Saudig&xaminations of the curriculum in recent yehavefound less anti
Jewish and arfChristian material. There was also less-&ftiite and antSufi conent taught
in elementary school®therintolerantcontentremained, particularly at the high school level,
including the social exclusion of ndvuslims?

In April 2016, Vision 2030wasintroducedas a new nation&audistrategy, including éocus
on educational reforns this report confirmsghanges have taken plaaeanevolutionary
rather than revolutionary pace, predicatedommystandingconservativeradition.

IMPACT-sés review of Saudi textbooks has detected subtle, yet substeinéimges in the
language, tone, narrative and outlook of the curriculum; efforts are made to describe, analyze
and portray the Other with less hostile and destructive rhetoric. Yet, there has not been a
wholesale elimination of problematic conteot langiage.

The Wahhabi view of Islam is evident throughout the school textbooks. The principlehad
(oneness [of Allah], monotheigima pillar of Islam particularly central to Wahhabjsm
constitutes a central theme of the curriculum. Islam is seen as #te omtrue religionOther
monotheistic faithd Christianity Judaisnmand Zoroastrianisth featuredistortions. Some
moderation is apparent.

Islamic Studies

Preserving Wahhakislamic culture and $ distinct features is a focal point of the curriculum
Thecurriculum warns against close attachnsemtd friendship with noiMuslimsand
participation in religious festivals togeth&vithin the Islamic textbookd/Vestern culture is
considered to bdangerouso traditional valuesHarsh antiJewish sentiment reamms.

2 Education, Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Washington, DC,
https://www.saudiembassy.net/education.
% |bid., 33,000 schools in 2011 according to International Center for Religion and Diplomacy, "The State of
Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," (completed in 2012 for US government use only,
released under Freedom of Information Act in 2016), p.11,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/internatiemaine/documenrstatedeptstudy-on-saudi
textbooks.html.
* Representative Ted Poe, "Saudi Educational Transparency and Reform Act, 42Rn#6duced Dec 5, 2017,
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115&pngress/houskill/4549/text;
see also IMPACTse report on "Islamic Education in North America,"
https://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/BetweedhariaandDemocracyNA.pdf.
® Problematic content includes violence or incitement to violence; hatred of the Other; and radical, inappropriate or
disturbing material.
2
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Nevertheless, working with neMuslims is commonplace. Even food may be prepared by non
Muslims as long as it is within Islamic strictures.

While jihad war is thoroughly discussed, it is taught as an aspect of national defense rather than
fighting infidels. The concept ovasatiyyah may be explained to mean "moderation,"

accompanied by harsh criticism of Islamist terrorism and extremism. Muslims are expected to
serve as role modelor Muslims and nofMuslims alike.The curriculunsharplycriticizes
terrorismcommittedby Muslims. There are no calls for proselytizing, thé historicakpread

of Islam istaught

Textbooks teacthat 'Life for the sake of Allah is greater than death in His wa4t'the same
time, martyrdom for the sake éflah remains a "godly gift, a divine dignity."

Saudi Nationalism

Saudi students are introduced to illustrations oflgk@mic ard formerly an unthinkable
proposition. Prdslamic Arabs serve as inspiration for patriotism esld-models for women
"The Arabshadcommendable moral values. For example: heroism, generosity, keeping
promises and protecting one's neighbor. Women gained high status in Arab $oEfety."
Arabic languageourseglay an "essential role in asserting IslarArab culturalidentity and in
strengthening the Saudi national character."

While the Islamic sections warn against Western culture, the curriculawlasle looks to
modern ideas and openneAas.art book for high school focuses on Western painting
techniques and imag while also featuring Islamic abstract and Saudi modern art.

The textbook does not discuss whathdmslims living in Saudi Arabia do in the privacy of
their homes. While the curriculum is intensely religious and strict, there is no particular
animositytoward foreigners and neMluslims; employment preferences are given to Muslims.

Descriptions of tribal affiliations appear to be minimal, but local clotlempted. Students are
warned against tribal doctoasid"sorcerers categorically prohibited byslam, but seemingly
having much influence.

Family and Gender

The curriculum focuses on the mdémale family unit, largely ignores polygamy and tribal
affiliations, and categorically rejea®n-traditionalgender rols (including actors playing
roles),as well ahomosexuabehavior Within the textbooks, the conservative falwfcSaudi
society remains intact, with an emphasis on the family as the center of a strong moral Saudi
state. Morality, respect for authority, and a pious and traditional outllbskrve as important

® Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 183.
" Tafsir 2 Grades 1012 (Humanities), 2019, p. 116.
8 Social Studies and Civic&rade 4, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 45.
® My LanguageGrade 1, Vol. 1, 2019, p. 4.
3
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points of reference for the textbooks to dictate proscribed behavior. Lessons are interspersed
with more traditional instruction on the virt
caring for children in the homandmanagingamily affairs and budgetsnen are heads of the

family and provider$ut female entrepreneurship is encouraged and women are generally

respected.

As recerly as a 2018 Quanic commentary textbodk menwerein some cases still allowed to

beat their wives and childrealthough thisrerse([Nisa’, WomenSura 4:34 "men are in

charge of women'jvas removed in 201®evertheless, the curriculum appears to have begun
the process of change; the door has been opened, however slightly, and will in all likelihood be
put to good use by entrepreneurial female students as they become young adults.

Once a woman is married ginusland's permission should still be sought for many things. But,
interestingly, the curriculum charts an environment where it is almost impossible for him to
refuse Khadija, the Prophet's firgtife and a successful businesswonserves as a role mdde
demonstrating womenempowerment in Arabia before and during the Islamic period.

Peace and the Region

Muslim infighting (itna) and Islamist terrorism arepresented as great dangfar the world
the kingdom'security is a priority. The attitude toward Iran, Turkey and Israslisedwith
contradictionsHistorical animus toward Iran and Zoroastrians pexsiar againsthe
Ottomangs a featureRegardingsrael, a 2017 textbook featured surprising madikaman the
form of a flattering painting oZionist founder,Theodore Herzlthe 2019 version appears to
have retracted much of that, and reintroduced some aith&ionistlanguagelsrael remains
out of the mapsandis still seen as conspiring anttiging to control the Middle EasBut the
myth of Jewish plan$or world dominatiorhave been removed. Antewishcontentremainsin
the form of stories of Jewiskssassinand"treachey"; butthere isreducedattention on early
Islam-Jewish conflictsThe hadithon fighting the Jews in the day of resurrectibaweverjs
still being taught? The curriculum alludes, albeit hesitantly, to the Holocaust: "Somerities
are exposed to deportation and extermination fitwefir] countries such as thlexpulsion of the
Jews from Europe and the Indians from Ugarida."

Some cautious respectaghibitedto Judaism and Christianjtghowingthe regiorto bethe
“"cradle of the three heavenly religions: Judaism, Christianity and Isliéen.there are no
images of churches or synagogdeenly of mosques; Christians and Jews"arédels" for
corrupting their scriptures and for rejecting Muhamriiad.

1 Tafsir 2, Grades 1012 (Humanities), 2018, p. 173.
" Tafsir 2 Grades 1012 (Humanities), 201%. 86.
12 Geography and Nainal Education 2Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature, Administration and Qur'an), 2019, p,
120.
13 Tawhid 5 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019, pp.i B2] Tawhid 1 Grades 1012
(Joint Track), 2019, p. 165.
4
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Saudi Vision 2030, theentral pillarof this curriculumdescribes future of peace and trade.
Free trade and fergn economic investment in a safe environment are central ekeofi¢nis
vision; phrases like?animated society," "thriving economy,” and "lucrative opportunities”
punctuate this strategic plan throughout, wittditional culture and Islams its
counterbalances.

While Saudi Arabia'’s curriculum does ryet meet international standards of peace and
tolerancejts focus is not on incitement or preparation for war. An image showing a small
private home on "Peace Street" in a community narRealsperity'seems an apt representation

of what the kingdom hopes to achié@he textbooks envision a future of prosperity through
hard work by a new generation of Saudis who will embrace their traditional values and culture
even as the kingdom prepatesvelcome international trade, investment and visitors.

It should be noted that Saudi Arabia is in the process of transformation from an exclusively
traditionalist Islamic society to one that incorporates more Western economic values, in
addition to a reidcovery of its prdslamic heritage. However, the kingdaemainsan Islamic
society at its base. Despite the animation of Vision 2030 seen throughout, sharia remains the
underlying principle applied to virtually everything students learn.

Looking at fouryears of curriculum changes, with steps forward and some back across
spectrum of issuésgender, Western values, Christians, Iran, Jews anddstaelame a few,
leaves us wondering if the Saudi authorities know exactly how to navigate the uneasyfvaters
their traditional religious orthodoxy and the new economic and cultural world. Events both
within the kingdond and withoud appear largely not within their control.

Where other curricula often represent the underlying values that a society wants {orteach
impose) on its progeny, the Saudi curriculum, at this stage, can only be seen as a reflection of
the efforts being made fond the path leading to something more stable, secure and yes, new.

Peace Street; Prosperity Quartér

1 Family Culture Grade 1Vol.1 2019, p. 64.
15 Family EducationGrade 1, Vol. 1 (for Girls), 2019, p. 64.
5
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Girl: I am Saudi: | will be, Inshallah, an outstanding physician, and | will discover more
medical inventions because my homeland is great.

Boy: | am Saudi. | love mpomeland and | work diligently and faithfujliyobserve
Allah's commands and | respect others.

Social Studies and CivigsGrade 6 Vol. 2, 2019, p. 77

The Saudi curriculum retains unacceptable and intolerant material, especially in religious
textbooksfor higher grades. Happily, gradual improvements have appeared in recent years, in
secular and lower grades. There is a long way to go to meet international standards.

In the conclusion of this report we present a methodological dilemma: does the @ositive

gradual evolutionary change justify the radical elements that linger on? The assumption behind
this dilemma is that change is difficult since curricula more often than not represent deep seated
needs of powerful groups in society. An abrupt changele@/to unexpected consequences if

it threatens worldviews and destroys the perceived legitimacy of the institutions that hold
society together. All things being equal, a long and slow process seems preferable to a fast
paced one.

The alliance of the ABaud family and the Wahhabi clerics held society together, resisting
change for many years; ultimately they weakened society due to their rigid ideology. With
foreign enemies and allies alike challenging the kingdom, and oil wealth becoming less
dependablea new direction became necessary if Saudi society was to thrive. Despite resistance,
more attention was eventually given to the needs and aspiratiamsran, the youth, various

tribal voices and prdVesteraminded citizengo express their talents andidecome prosperous

and happy.

Rigidity and hate for others cannot unlock the potential of a nation, while respect for others is a
key to prosperity and security. It opens doors of trade and cooperation and the free flow of ideas
and resources.
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As the new arriculum demonstrates, the Saudis seem determined to solve their economic
problems; for this they have created Vision 2030. What remains worrisome to many of those
who control the kingdom is the effect of external secular forces on their traditionidisiue
society. This perhaps explains the pendulum that is so apparent in this report. Four years of
backandforth changes in the curriculum covering a full spectrum of i€stiesn

radicalization and moderation; the harshness of punishments and tveatn's

empowerment; attitudes toward Israel and Zionism and Turkey and Iran; Western culture;
minorities and various religious and sexual Others; martyrdonjiteattiversudife as central
values; Islam and nationalism; families, tribes and the natim@pdoness and consultation
versus authoritarianism and obedience.

Based on the research for this report, a reasonable conclusion is that most changes have led
toward moderation, despite the addition of new extremist material. It is particularly encouraging
that the focus of students is prosperity through hard work, rather than incitement or
preparation for war.

In other words, Saudi Arabia is seeking a place in the region which represents more than just a
defensive posture against foreign threats. Symioeess is part of the maturation of a long and
arduous internal discourse now being imparted to the new generation. Whether such changes
will be permanent and long standing is unclear. But change is usually the last choice of
individuals, groups and natis. Given the demands of society, it will be much harder to turn
back from positive steps forward.

*k%k

Research for this report began more than a year ago. The interim nature of the findings
represents a new beginning fdtPACT-sés continued analysis ¢iie Saudi education system.

We encourage the curriculum's continued development in more positive directions to meet
international standards of peace and tolerance benefitting the Saudi people and the Middle East
region.

Our appreciation ttMPACT-seteam members, including Asher Spekterman and Jordan
Kastrinski for their Arabic translations and research and Julia Cole for her proofieay;do
researcherd.iran Ofek, Nadav Israeli, Evyatar Abergel, Eyal Politansky, Eitan Ishai, Inbal
Baron, Hagal ¥hoshafat, Amos Taron and Elan David; to the Tel Aviv University team led by
Prof. Uzi Rabi with Dr. Nachum Shiloh and Saeed Abu Mach for their initial research into past
Saudi curricula. Finally, but certainly not lastIkPACT-seCEO Marcus Sheff forik

inspiration and insightful revieswof the drafs and to COO Arik Agassi, who facilitated the
research through the intricate swings of the pendulumslhia¢ current Saudi curriculum.

Eldad J. Pardo, PhD
Director of Research
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Introduction

Over the past decadihe Kingdom ofSaudi Arabia has undergone a period of substantial
internal political change. The asclmcy ofCrown Prince Muhammad Bin Salman (MB8je
son of King Salman, and his successful consolidation of pdvesnudgedthe kingdom
through a new period of domestic reform and modernizafiome analysts have setrerise
of MBS as a harbinger fayreater political freedomseligious moderatioand adecline of
Wahhabism and its clerical cla¥s

Under MBS, "Saudizational-su'udg has found its way into civic culture, with its influence on
Saudi identity and nationalish Such changes are most prominently seen in the Saudi
education system. The textbooks used by the curriculum emphasize thiteasiareas
promoted by the Saudi state: a new Saudi civic culture; the importance of family as the
backbone of the Saudi social ordendthe emergence of a new Saudi expression of Islam
which recognizes its geographic and cultural identity as islimith its prelslamic past.

In fact, actual reformn politics and societgppeargo be more complexUltimately this
represents thevolutionof aMuslim-driven societyas it merges witlamodernSaudiArabia
searching for itmational identity At its core, the political changestime kingdomare aimed at
creatingand molding a new Saudi citizérat oncemore nationalistic, buwith greater
awarenessf thebroademworld and abldgo successfullynteract withOther cultures. This
includes the ciiing of new ideas ofvhat it means to be$audi citizeralong with the
development of a wider civic eth%At the same time, the curriculum demonstrates that strict
orthodox values remaintact, even as new identities emerge

MB S 6 s i appdans ® bbelend many of theurrentsocietalchangesbutthepolicies
linked tosu'udabeganduring thereignof King Abdullah [200515] and were aned at
increasing local employment in domestic industnésile lesseninglependencen foreign
workers®®

16 Stratfor, "Why Saudi Arabia Is Embracing a New Nationalism," Real Clear World, January 7, 2019,
https://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2019/01/07/why_saudi_arabia_is_embracing_a_new_nationalism_112
943.html

' Andrew England ath Ahmed Al Omran, “Nationalism on the Rise as Saudi Arabia Seeks Sense of Identity,"

Financial TimesMay 7, 2019,
https://www.ft.com/content/3184538&%:b311e980c7-60ee53e6681d.

BJane Kinninmont, "Vision 2030 awyahd T8aasfodriatioA"rMidtlé Eash s Soc i

and North Africa Program, Chatham House, July 2017,
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/publications/researchlZoAvision-2030 saudi
kinninmont.pdf.

19 Steffen HertogPrinces, Brokers, and Bureaucra®il and the State in Saudi Arabf{ilew York: Cornell

University Press, 2010), pp. 18%1; Francoise De Bdlir. "The SociePolitical Background and Stakes of

Saudizing' the Workforce in Saudi Arabia: the Nitagat PoliGulf Labor Markets and Migratiomo. 3 (2015):

pp. 3 23,

8
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Background of Saudi Educatian

Saudi Arabi& poweris invested not so much in amdividual butin theauthority ofone family:
theAl-Saudé. Whi |l e the monarchy functions as the
the Saudi state grounded in the alliance between theSdud family and the Wahbi

religious establishment. The symbiotic relationship betweeAlt&aud and the leading

families of the clerical elite such as thkShaikh family, allowed for the integration of
Wahhabiideology into the framework of the Saudi stéflmdernization undeKing Faisal

(1964 75) allowed the kingdom to retain a connectioritsaribal culturewhile formalizing

links with the Wahhabi clerical eliteu{ama).

The Saudi education systemas theefore foundeadbn thealliancebetween the ASaud family
andtheinfluential Wahhabistclerics This substatively impaced theinitial curriculum and
textbooksprovidedto Saudi schoolchildren, proliferating antolerant and reactionary
expression ofslam When applied to the Saudi curriculuintaught students to beghly
suspiciousf foreigners anatherreligions.

After the September 11 attacks by terrorigte United States and its allidesmanded

educational reform?® But the alliance between the Saudi family and the Wahhetsiained
strong,having enduredn andoff since the miekighteenttcentuy. The Saudi family provided
leadershipa military forceand ArabBedouin heritage, while the Wahhabis offered a
convenienbelief systenthatgavediscipline and unity for the variousbeswho were

encouraged by choice or by fora@ to participate inthe Saudi statéhis unity of previously
disparate elements was, for a time, able to safeghmudi Arabia from secular idiegies

ranging from radical paArabism to democracy. A third elementpportinghe Saudi rule was
economiginitially from Western support (Britain, the United States) and then the huge bonanza
of oil, discovered and developed by the West.

Bolsteredby oil revenues and the subjugation of other trjigzidi Arabiaachievedegional
succesd and to the extent of control it held over OPEC decigidnscamean international
force An orthodox anaftenradical education preparéide Saudi population to inteatize this
version of Saudi identity.

But there were drawbackhe narrowness afducation allowed social tensions to lingefhe
inherentextremismof the Wahhabicenteredvorldview, together with seeminglgndless

https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/34857/GLMM_ExpNote_03_2015.pdf.
% Charles M. Sennott, "Saudi Schools Fuel A8 Anger,"The Boston GloheMarch 4, 2002,
http://archive.boston.com/news/packages/underattack/news/drévingdge/part2.shtml.
# Roula Baki. "GendeBegregated Education in Saudi Arabia: Its Impact on Social Norms and the Saudi Labor
Market, "Education Policy Analysis Archive$2, no. 28, (June 17, 2004)
https:/ffiles.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ852310.pdf;
Tribal forces are still powerful. Sebastian Maisel, "The New Rise of Tribalism in Saudi Ardbimaddic Peoples
special issue, 18, no. Reshaping Tribal Identities in the Contemporary Arab World," (2014): pg.2200
9
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resourcesikely accelerated theadicalization ofsegments of the Saudi population. Internal
tensions and thiear of parArabismled the Saudis to export their education to the Arab and
Muslim worlds.

With the 9/11 attackghe flaws of Saudi education were conspicuously exp@smmeabin
Ladenand themajority of Al Qaedaterroristswere Saudi citizens. Saudi Arabia's religious
education system and its underlyiextremist Wahhabism weeecused of contributing to anti
Westernvaluesandfor providing fertile ground forslamistextremism?? Research into the
problem exposed the gravity of the situatfdklS President George W. Bush designated Saudi
Arabia as dcountry of particular concetnn 2004, pursuant to the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998"

For more thariifteen yeas Saudi Arabia madenited progresgowardremoving intolerant
contentin statepublished textbooks, particularly in elementary education. Examinations of the
curriculum found less anflewish and anChristian materiaf® There was also less aighiite

and antiSufi content taughin elementary schoofS.However, problematic content remairféd.

22 Michaela Prokop, "Saudi Arabihe Politics of Education thternational Affairs 79, no. 1 (January 2003): pp.
771 89.
2 Arnon Groiss, "The West, Christians and Jews in Saudi Arabian Schoolbooks," IMBAEMIP), Jan. 2003,
https://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/04/SA2003.pdf
Freedom House, "Saudi Arabia's Curriculum of Intolerance," Center for Religious Freedom of Freedom House and
the Institute of Gulf Affairs, 20086,
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/CurriculumOfintolerance.pdf
Arnon Groiss, "The West, Christians, Israel and Jews in Saudi Arabian Schoolbooks: A Research Update,”
IMPACT-se, July2008,
https://www.impacise.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/04/SA2008.pdf
CRF, "Ten Years On: Saudi Arabiabds Text bookHudséht i | | Pr
Institute Center for Religious Freedom,
https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks201 i final.pdf
International Center for Religion and Diplomacy, "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia," (completed in 2012 for US government use only, released under Freedom of Information Act in
2016),
https://www.nytimes.com/interactived26/08/17/internationaghome/documenstatedeptstudy-on-saudi
textbooks.html;
Anti-Defamation League, "Teaching Hate and Violence: Problematic Passages from Saudi State Textbooks for the
2018 19 School Year,ADL International AffairdNovember 2018),
https://www.adl.org/media/12180/download.
% Representative Ted Poe, "Saudi Educational Transparency and Reform Act," H.R. 4549, introduced Dec 5, 2017,
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115&pngress/houskill/4549/text.
% Anti-Defamation League: "Teaching Hate and Violence: Problematic Passages from Saudi State Textbooks for
the 201819 School Year,ADL International AffairdNovember 2018): p. 7.
% Human Rights Watch, "Saudi Arabia: Religion Textbooks Promote Intoler@eztbooks Disparage Sufi, Shia;
Label Christians, Jews 'Unbelievers," September 13, 2017,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/13/satatabiareligion-textbookspromoteintolerance.
%" problematic content includes violence or incitement to violence; hatiibé Other; and radical, inappropriate or
disturbing content.
10
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According to the Department of Stateds Aug
Report,"[t}he government continued to distribute revised textbooks, althaungh s

intolerant material remained in circulation, particularly at the high school level,

including content justifying the execution'sbrcerer$ andthesocial exclusion of nen

Muslims.

Saudi textbooks have been exported internationally, including tareesiin the Middle
East, Africa, South, Central, and South East Asia, and parts of Europe and North
America?®

While American pressureas beeimportant, other factorsave contributed toward the
reduction of incitement iSaudi Arabi& educational sysin.Beyond endangering othethge
radical educatiothat was once acceptalew threatenshe new Saudieducationakystem
itself. Changes in energy marketse region's instabilitythe rise of radical enemies such as
Iran, the prospects of America gradually leaving the Middle Eastratadhal social and
economic challengdsave convinced the Saudi leadership that refacnossall sectors of
societyis necessary for the kingdom's survival

In April 2016, a new plan w&sally announced by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to
reduce the economy's dependence on oil by boosting private sector invéstrnent.the
perspective of the Saudi curriculu®audi Vision 2030 meant t@alvanizethe kingdomby
opening up society armeédefining the concept of citizehipin the Saudi homelarti.Although
Vision 20 isdesignedo modernizeSaudi Arabia, ishould be seen more asevolutionary
stepin a conservative context, rather tremarevolutionaryleap Classic Saudieference points
such as Wahhabi Islam and rule by the royal family remain

Thesocioeconomigrogramfocuses on three aredbe status of thkingdomas the "heart of

the Arab and Islamic world"; the determination to becoroerdaer for global investmé&rand to

use the kingdom'geographidocationas ahub connecting Africa, Asia and Europe. As
described across the curriculum, the plan provides renewed ideological infrastructure for the
country, with itsopenness to foreign investmenith a flexible view as to how thingshould

unfold. Studentare taught to cherish both national and individdehtities but learn tavork

with foreigners, welcome tourism, be involved in the workforce, and display entreprengtrship

This IMPACT-seinterimresearch is based on a thorough inquiry #06 SaudiArabian
primary and secondary school textbofiksn the years 2@ 19, and the insights they offer
into the wider goals ahe kingdomto remake, transform and modernize its culforghe

% Representative Ted Poe, "Saudi Educational Transparency and Reform Act," 2017;
see also IMPACTse report on "Islamic Education in North America,"
https://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/upload8etweenShariaandDemocracyNA.pdf.
2 Kinninmont, "Vision 2030," 2017.
v Full Text of SaudSaudiiGazeteApa B6s20M6j si on 2030 . "
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/perspective/features/2016/04/288xtbf-SaudiArabias-Vision-2030.htnh.
31 History, Grades 1012, 2019, p. 7.
11
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changing realities of the twenfiyst century.Ourtextbook study has detected subtle, yet
substantive changes in the language, tone, narrative and outlook of the curriculum. There are
clearly efforts made to describe, analyze and portray the Ottielass hostile and destructive
rhetoric than in previous curricula. Yet, there has not been a wholesale elimination of
problematic contefit or language.

Five categories will be examined in this report: Islaguclies; the Saudamily and the
changingrole of Saudivomen;nationalidentity, particularlythrough hstory, language
geography and aréxploring Saudi Arabia and the Middle East in terms of moderation and
radicalism and the mfting of anew Saudrcivic ethos. Each of these particular topics will be
analyzed through a review of examples fromdbhgiculumand will conclude with an analysis
of thenewshift in thekingdom's educational strategy.

32 problematic content includes violence or incitement to violence; hatred of the Other; and radical, inappropriate or
disturbing material.
12
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The Role of Islam (Islamic Studies)

The Wahhabi brancbf Sunnilslamis the state religion in Saudi Arabia. Not all Saudis adhere
to the Wahhabi creed, but the coung'gommitted to this worldviewThe curriculum,
accordingly, follows this path.

Primary /Intermediate School

The Wahhabview of Islamis evident throughouprimary and intermediatgchooltextbooks
The principle oftawhid (onenes$of Allah], monotheisrd a pillar of Islan particularlycentral
to Wahhabim) constitutes a central theroéthe curriculum.

Tawhid isalsoassociated with national identifthe shahadan the Saudi flag "There is no
God but Allah and Muhammad is His messehgek raised index fingefal-musabbihacan
represent many thingsicludinga symbol otawhid. Whenadopted by ISIS, it also dendte
victory and radical intoleranctthejihadi equivalent of a gang sigh®
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Preface
Tawhidis the basigor all actions Allah does not acceptny deedvithout it. The people
of tawhidwill find happiness irthis life and the nextWVhatthen is tawhid?
Definition of Tawhid
Singling outAllah in His divinity, deity, names and attributes.
Tawhid (Oneness [of Allah]) Grade 4 Vol. 1,2019 p.8.

¥Nat hani el Zelinsky, "1SIS Sends Middéd&ass ogign Affdih at Gest u
September 3, 2014,
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/midaéast/20149-03/isissends
messagkttps://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middéast/201409-03/isissendsmessage.
13
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Saudifourth-grades are offered numerougligion courseghrough various textbook3awhid
Hadith (Propheic Traditiong; Figh (IslamicJurisprudence andHoly Qur'an. Religious
messaging is alsaught througlother subjed.

The 2018extbookquotes a Quanic verse and a hadith demonstrate that gleople are born
with an innate instindbor tawhid, i.e., being MuslimsChildren raised as Christigni¥wsor
Zoroastrians lose their natural proclivity for Islaimterestingly, he footnote to tis particular
hadithis found in asection ori'Childrenof thePolytheists’, perhaps to remove any
misunderstanding, this comment is not included in the 2019 edition.
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Every human is born with the instinct, and the instincavehid If the newborn is left
alone without any influence from their parents he Malnoose the true religiomlfdin
al-haqq Islam], which igawhid. And the proof is:

Allah says:’So direct your face toward the religion, inclining to truth. [Adhere to] the
fitrah [instinct] of Allah upon which He has created [all] people. No change should
there be in the creation of Allah. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do
not know [Sura Rum 30: 307"

And thewordsof the ProphetAll are born with the instincfof Islam], then their
parents make thedewish, or Christian, dWlajus[Zoroastrian]

Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2A.8, p.11.

Theabovetext is typically understood twonvey the messageat Islam is thénnate ortrue
religion, while the othemonotheistidaithsd Christianity Judaismand Zoroastrianisiid
include distortionsin other words, kildren are beingeparatedrom the true faith by their
parents. Admittedly, theadithalso conveys the mesge that not being Muslim is nahyone's

3 Meaning: "rendition,"
https://quran.com/30/30/.
% Zoroastrianism is fundamentally dualistic, but was recognized by Islam as monotheistic. Hargiphet and a
book, the believers were granted the statughohmij the legal condition offerinfiat least nominal safety as a
religious minority" insomeMuslim societiesNot all Muslims recognized Zoroastrians aghémmicommunity.
Jamsheed K. Choksy, "Zoroastrianism ii, Historical Review: from the Arab Conquest to Modern Times,"
Encyclopaedia Iranicaonline edition, 2015,
http:/www.iranicaonline.org/articles/zoroastriani€i-aralbconquesto-modern.

14
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personafault, buta result oftheir upbringing which blocks them from reaching the "true
religion.”

The same message remain2019 However, the Quanic verse is not included. Also erased
arethe words in the footnote connecting thaithto thepolytheists.This is a minor change,
but in the right directioof accepting the Other

3
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Every human is born with the instinct, and the instintavwehid If the newborn is left
alone without any influence from their parents he would choose the trgiemdal-din
al-haqq Islam], which igawhid And the proof is:

And the words of the Propheaill are born with the instinct [of Islam], then their
parents make them Jewish, or Christianylajus[Zoroastrian].
Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019, p. 9.

The curriculumappears to waven the attempt tanodera¢ content For example, the use of the
term "norMuslims in a 2018 textbook is changed to polytheists ir2€4© editionIn some
instancestexts refeto "new polytheisn” or "greater polytheismtb describgractices

indirectly assigned t8hiites, Sufis ovarioustribespeoplé®

More directly,the term’polytheist§ denoteghe prelslamic dwellers of the Arabian Peninsula
bothcredited in ts textbook for believingn theoneGod, but al® worshipping“idols, the sun,
the moorandthe graves of the righteous and other deltfé8ecausavorshipping the "graves
of the righteous" couldlsobe interpreted asdirectly criticizingpresendaypracticesthe

term was removed from t1&919 edition along with "noMuslims.'®®

% Tawhid Grade 4, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 3Tawhid 3 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 18.
3" Tawhid Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2018, p. 22.
¥ Tawhid Grade 4, Vol. 12019, p. 23.
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Lesson Five The Position of NotMuslims on the Oneness of Divinity.
|

Tawhid, Grade 4 Vol. 1, 2018, p. 22.

Lesson Five: The Position of Polytheists on the Oneness of Divinity.
Tawhid, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2019p. 23.
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While thereis no direct attack on Christians and Jews, the assumiptibat only Muslims are
truemonotheistsFor examplepne punishment to thoseho prayto other divinities is that they
no longerbelong to the Islamic natiom{llat al-Islam).*® This warningremains in the 2019
edition but the contrast is posited between Muslims and polytheists.

Falling into the sin of polytheisifshirk), will send one to eternity in the fire of hell if he or she
doesnot repent"He who worships anyone but Allah is definedrashrik[practicing idolatry

or polytheisnh and will belong tchell in the afterlife.?° The threat is directed to the Saudi
student, butacitly presents negativeimage of thoséollowing non-Abrahamic religions and
worldviews.

Islamic worships theonly true form of worship, including rituals suelsprayer, Zakat(alms
giving) and fastingFar this to be accepted by God, it should matchdinablecondition of
loyalty to Allahandfollowing the way ofProphet Muhammedmplicitly, the message
conveyed is thaBod will notlistento nonrMuslim acts of worship.

% Tawhid Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2018, p. 24.
“Olbid., p. 24.
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3

Conditions for Worship Acceptance
Loyalty only to Allah
Following the Messenger

Tawhid, Grade 4 Vol. 1, 2018, p. 33.

Anti-Sufi and antiShiiteindoctrinationendures in the curriculum, althougtdirectly, with

extensive warningagainst those practicing prayer in holy shrines, popular with some Sufis and
folk religions.

————
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Lesson Four: Glorification of Graves andUsing Them as Mosques (2)

Thoseusinggraves as mosques are evil of nature in the view of Allah
Tawhid, Grade 7, Vol. 2, 2019, p. 24.

As early aghe first grade, th8audicurriculum seeks to strengthastudent Islamicidentity
throughthe study of Islamic jurisprudencigh). A comparison between Muslims and non
Muslims define the cootrs oftheir disparatédentiies The Saudi Islamic community is
represented as the correct way; but the question of Others is left unanswered.
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Food and Drink
A. Muslims havecharacteristicslistinguishing them from othernsicludingthose
related to their food and drinkelect three of theseharacteristics and compare

them with the nofMuslims.
B. Why are there these differences between Muslims andsGther
Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence), Grade 9 Vol. 1,2019, p.8.

Here the textbookn jurisprudencemphasizes differences between Muslims and the rest of the
world. QuestionB asks "why"? Theshariarules of dining are explainezktensively, which,
according tahetext, is to facilitate worslgping Allah. There is no discussion of Others or

whether theyorship God

The textbook emphasizes that all drugs (including alcoholic
beverages and cigarettes) are prohibited, yet treegtal
easily found throughout the kingdom. In presenting the issue

of intoxication, the curriculum seeks to establish a religious

&)

and moral basis to prevent the use of alcohol, drugs and

tobacco.

f’iai

Alcoholic Beverages
Figh, Grade 9,Vol. 1,2019, p. 18
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The textbook does not discuss what-huaslims living in Saudi Arabiao in the privacy of
their home. While the curriculum is intemsy religious and strictthere is no particular
animosity toward foreigners and ndfuslims.

Indeed, the textbook also approaches the topic of imported food frofislaamc sources,
suggesting ofgoing cooperation between Muslims and #aslims.

Food Imported from NoiMuslims
Figh, Grade 9 Vol. 1, 2019, p.35.

The textbook provides religiowsformation for safely consuming food that is imported from
norntMuslim countries with the main concern relating to giving alpadka) andthe proper
preparation omeat(halal), by one who belongw the People of the Bodkitabi). This term
typically rdates toChristiars or Jews, but is noexplained in thizontext. Alsounmentioned is
thatkosherfood is consideretialal, acceptable to Muslims.

There is also an extensive discussabiout elements prohibited by sharia law such as certain
types ofhunting and fishing, cruelty to animaadwhateveris harmfulto the environment
Considering the centrality of religion ftve Saudipeople, this is noteworthifhe textboolalso
lists the types of foodhat may bexportedfrom nonMuslims if preparedaccording tdslamic
law.**

Theelemenary schooltextbooks grant some implicit legitimacyron-Muslim Others
(especiallyChristians andews) The desired Islamitawhidiidentity isrepresenteds the only
true way,but does nobvertly denigrateotherworldviews yet plytheism is reviled. Strong
similarities between the Abrahamic religiassavoided but purchasing food fromon-Muslims
in general is discussed.

High School

Islamicstudiesareexclusivelytaught tomalestudents n Saudi  AcheolyGradéess hi gh
10 12. Subjecs includejurisprudencdfigh), Allah's monotheisnftawhid) andQuranic
Commentarytafsir).

Thelslamic Studiegextbooks differ fronthe other boks taught in theselassesEventhe
introductory textbooks (e.g., Level a)e comprehensive in their analysigelfgious legal
mattersand include numerous examples on the intricaciéslarhic law Students are exposed

*LFigh, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2019, p.35
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to the legal bas ofIslamicjurisprudenceThis approach teducations not libera) but the
accumulated knowledge of legal principles and cas®mllow students to withstand radical
propagand?

Hadith and Islamistudieshighlighttheideal of the"Middle Way;" [Al-Wasatyyah], with a
special emphasisn educatingstudentdo be religiously moderate anddwgoid extremism.
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The Middle Waywasatyyah]: is to follow the straight path, which is the middle
between excessive and negligence, and between exaggeration and defGidgdeyus

to the straight path. The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of
those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are d¢fbyratiha 1 61 7)

Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 10 12, Level 5 (Literature and Quan), 2019,p.
157.

By relying on Quianic verses anthe hadiththe textbooks support the idea th&am is the
middle way between exaggeration and avoidaBaoeh noderation brings peace, security,
strengthandstability and prevents internal rifts within societiis reflects the approach of the

Saudi royal family and King Abdullato allow a relatively open discourse whiiecumventing
any potentialiolence.

Jihadis thoroughly discussed in high schddSincejihad war is inseparablgFom Wahhabi

Islam, the curriculum handles this sensitive topic by delving into the complexity of the legal and
moral issues associated wjthad. Numeroudimitationsarepresentedegarding the

application ofjihadd particularlytherequirementhatthe soleauthority to declar@ghad warin

Saudi Arabids theking (the ultimate imam)The followingsummarizesome of the legal
principlestaught inthe Saudicurriculum:

A Jihadis theologically eternal, butot absolutelt is conditioned and restricted: it is
permittedonly by the authority of the rulemust be performed under one unified flag
only; and should be used only if feasible. This reflects the Saudi rsgattéude toward
governing, avoiding anarchy anthintaining internastability.

A Jihadis generallyportrayedas acommunal obligatiorffardh kfayah), which means an
obligationallowing others to participate on the community's beliRkdical
organizations such ad-Qaeda and ISIS, who openly challenge the legitimacy of the
Saudi monarcimuch like the Ikhwan Revo]i928 30|, would argue thgihad is an
individual duty[fardh 'ayr]. Each Muslim must fight at all timés

*2Figh and its Principles 4Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019.
3 Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literaturerad Qur'an), 2019,mp 177 87.
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A Living for the sake of Allahdl-hayat fi sabil Allah is much greatethandying for the
sake of Allah &l-maut fi saliAllah).

A There are cases in which performiitead is forbidden: if Muslims are unable to fight; if

there is a clear interest not to fight; and if there is a peace agreement between the Muslims

and the Infidels.
Committing suicide is strictly forbidden and is not consideodolejihad.

N >\

A Expressing enthusiasm to fight without having proper religious knowledge brings bad
consequences

A The security forces are those who are responsible for securing peace in Hoeyetye
trained to do so and the citizens must respect and obay geitizen must notify the
security forces about anything which might cause harm, corruption and terrorism.

A WhenaMuslim is not sure whether a situationjibiad exists, he must consutith
(government approvedlericsand must not act upon his own opinion or his own
tendencie$’

In a 2017 textbogkhe definition ofihad warwas predominantlyeligious "Making an effort
to fight the infidels and the unjustin 2019 jihad's definition assumes a moneationalistic
character as part of the defense appardkighting the enemies, and defending religion, the
country and the worshipper&"

The idea of callinginfidels' to the faith and fighting them was present in a number of books in

2017. This still remaini at least one textbod¥ In anotherinsteadof "infidels," the call is

directed to "norMuslims™?, andanycalls to the faith and fightingvereremoved from the

textbook®®

The centrality ofihad war in Islam remains uncontested. It is described as the climax of the
Islamic faith, just like the camel's hump.

O e S il 4y 35w S Lt 3953 Al Jsas 8 5L gan!
REIRUPOS]
Jihadin the way of Allah is the climax of Islam [the peak of the hump of Islam]. Allah

has mandated it to oppose anyone who lurks in the flanks of Muslims, which requires
overall readiness and preparation for mobilization at any moment, if the ruler cdtlls for

Tafsir 1, Grades 10 12 (Joint Track), 2019, p. 96.

“bid., p. 17787.
> Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2018, p. 177.
“®Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 177.
*"Tawhid 5 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019, p. 152.
8 Hadith and Islamic Culture SGrades 1012, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019, p. 125.
*9Hadith 2 Grades 1012, (Humanities), 2018, p. 197.
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There are significant limits on thplementatiorof jihad war. only theruler hasauthority to
lead thgihad. In the recent 2019 edition the text is even stricter and specifies thataime
leading thgihad war is only King Salman bin Abdulazi2.
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1. Jihaddepends on the permission of the rulealj al-amr].
2. Failure to serve in mandatgiyad and false excuses is one of the signs of hypocrisy.

7. His words [Allah's words in the Qur'dfgr what you permitted therand'will not
permit to yotuiare proof of the importance of thmam's approval gthad matters. The
imam of this country is King Salman bin Abdulaziz, the servant of the two hatel

Tafsir 1, Grades 1G 12 (Joint Track), 2019, pp. 988.

The following excerpt reflects thmore restrained and controllpdrspectivef jihad within the
Saudi curriculumin that sense it tries tmodel the Prophet who died in his bed and the
message that life for Allah is more important than deatAllah. It is worth noting, however,
that this topic was discussed more extensively in the 2017 edition of thé'book.

AL | (2 slgont! 423 (ye

ailacl 28l cpa T of Al pag atly LY Ags aldl Ol das (i i S a3y Ao 1 50 @
Mﬂwuwmwyﬁmmmwwmuw‘y&Jﬁlﬁﬁjwdsmdmam}m
Uosdae talabas 3 Leddae topmll onlantul (o Ladae 5lS s ¢ ulidly dies) (3 Lddae 35 18 LSy
plefily yuaill Guiad (o

ile Leas iy Gle B8 il Jouy cila g il o gl Cpe (@;lqm_;wusawlo
o) o Al oo 3 3limlls all s 5 LIS Gl

Jurisprudence of Jihad in Islam [examples]

1. The Prophet of Mercfwas forced] to stain Medina for ten years after the
establishment of the Islamic State. Yet, he did not take revenge against his
staunchestnemies fromamongthe people of Mecca after he overpowered them.

0 See alsoHadith 2 Grades 1012 (Humanities), 2019, p. 182.
*1 Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2017, p. 183.
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His only concern wago spread the guidance of Islam and make the people worship
their God.He displayed greatness in his compassion towaople he was great in
his readiness for war; great in his plans; great in achieving victoraliing upon
it.

2. Life for the sake ofAllah is greater tha death inHis way. The Messenger of Allah
died in his bedifter living all his life for the sake of Allah, because life for the sake
of Allah is the essence.

Hadith and Islamic Culture 3 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an2019, p.
183.

An entire lesson "love dhisworld and hate of death® The crux of the discussiaathat this
life is a corridor to the afterlife"The world is a corridor, not a permanent hofid ear of
death means the fear of leaving the world too early before one "builgdaus in the]
hereafter with good deeds"Ignoring this may lead to a community thgtveak since nobody
is ready to saifice their lives in its defense. The corrolafysoich conduct will be weakness
and exposure tgreedyforeign powers.
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The Prophet summarized the reason that caused the humiliation, degradation and
weakness of this great apdwerful nation, in one thingove of this world,which
leads tchate ofdeath’ Loving this world and being engaged in it over the hereafter
giving it precedence over [the hereafterfheroot cause of every siithenation's

weakness andiscordare in fact due to this reason, and @msanates from the entirety
of the Projmets words.

The hadith indicates that natioregardless of its ethnicity or faidtndwill dominate
over Muslims in the event of their weakness and devotidmgevorld and the neglect
of its sources opower.

Hadith and Islamic Culture 3 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p.
145.

Proper life remains the center of Muslim activity.
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*2Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, pp. i3
3 Hadith and Islamic Culture 3Gradesl0i 12, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 146.
54 i

Ibid.
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Settingthis world in itsproperplace does not mean avoiding it altogether, because the
Muslim is commanded to build the land, discover its goods ani ustine way that
pleases Allah. One should use [the land] and bemefit it in what is beneficial to
himself, his nation, and &ireligion.

Hadith and Islamic Culture 3 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p.
146.

The textbook explains that there are circumstances "that compel Mtslaeasdighting ther
enemies.* This phrasing is pessimistic in the sense ahhabilslam consider§had war to
bethe norm, rather than the exceptiés.seen in the legal principles above, thereaateast
three cases introduced in the textboakerejihad may not be performedf Muslims are

unable to fightif there is a clear interest not to figlm Saudi case determinég theking and

for a variety of reasons suchasoncern over damage to the community or an opportunity to
spread Islam in peaceful wgyandwhen there is bindingagreement between Muslims and
infidels (kuffard should be respected as long aziainsbinding).
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C. The existence of a treaty between Muslims and infidel&yffar). It is not

permissible for Muslims teiolate [the treatyJunlessequired [because the other side]
breaclesconditionsexising between them, or the periodpgacq sulh] and treatyends

as happened in thmnquest of Mecca. Then the reason for the conquest was that infidels
of Quraysh breachddudaybiyydn peace

Hadith and Islamic Culture 3 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'arf§019, p.
184.

Martyrdom for the Sake of Allah

The curriculum praises those who sacrifice their lives as masiyahid shuhadafor Allah,
namely in battle for the faith.
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And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Allidiey are deatiRather,
they are alive, but you perceive [it] not

%5 |bid., p. 184.
24



IWPACT se

:\3,‘; o) :LL“". ~2l) C‘—.’.v\-’!“ \,.59 d> LS c\.)).;)f_: ~— e ;L::-i é_SLq_'; ) }_. . uf 3 g il
ot ddlae |sls e S0 o5 cosld - L P TS s b fol B oclag il

< -

[?_L.««.ﬂ ey ] \_i/.x.“

The martyrsghuhadhafor the sake of Allah are alive with their Lord and fed by Him.
As it said in the correct traditidimadith]: The sours of the martyrs travel around in
heaven in crops of green birds. They go wherever they wish and then find shelter in
hanging lamps under the thron8afihMuslimd hadith collectioi

Tafsir 2 (Qur'an Commentary), Grades 10 12 (Humanitie3, 2019, p. 76.
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71 Martyrdomfor the sake of Allah is a godly gift, a divine dignity, granted by Afah
thebestof His worshippers.

Tafsir 2, Grades 10 12 (Humanities) 2019, p. 136.
Fri endship with Infidels

Within the current curriculumhe term'infidel” [kuffar] appears toelate mainly to Christians
and Jewswith some exceptiorS,direct references to them as infidels have been largely
removed.

The curriculum still does not encourage friendship wih-Muslims.
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1. ltis forbidden to befriend the infideJkuffar] while excluding the believers, but this
does not mean that it is allowed to oppress them or encroach upon them.

Tafsir 2, Grades 10 12 (Humanities) 2019, p1 1.%

The Islamic textbooks warn against participatinghie festivals ofnfidels.
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*® Tawhid 5 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2019, p.iB2t Tawhid 1 Grades 1012 (Joint
Track), 2019, p. 165.

" For a similar contenffawhid § Grades 1012, Level 5 (Literature and Qur'an), 2019, p. 151;
Tawhid 5 Grades 1012, Level 5 (Science and Administration), 2018, p. 152.
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One of the severe cases of imitating infidels is participating in their holidays.
This practice is one of the most evil, damaging and popular among the Muslims.
Such particigtion is forbidden because it contains agreement to what is not our
religion. These festivals are new innovations, which Allah forbadéisn

believing worshipers and described them as "Those who witness no falsehood."
(Furgan[The Criterion],25: 72)>8

Tawhid 1, Grades 1012 (Joint Track), 2019p. 165.

Punishment in the Qur'an

High school students are taught ttradse (criminalsjvho oppose Allah and Muhammad, will
be killed, crucified and have a hand and foot cut’@if be banished from the land:; after dying
they will suffer in Hell.

Indeed, the penalty for those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and strive
upon earth [to cause] corruption is none but that they be killed or crucified or that their
hands andeeet be cut off from opposite sides or that they be exiled from the land. That is
for them a disgrace in this world; and for them in the Hereafter is a great punishment
[The Table, AtMaida 5: 33].

Tafsir 2, Grades 1012 (Humanities), 2019, pp. 61, 205.

In another textbogkhe authors emphasize that preferring huigearpositive lavd al-ganun
al-wadh') over sharia or doubting the more severe punishmbuatki() is considered infidelity
(kufr).®° The curriculum specifies sonmeidudpunishments: stoning to death for a married
fornicator gan)® and capital punishment for apostasyda).®® But false accusations are grave
sins.

Islam in Context

The Islamic material covered by the textbooks inciudederating elements, but also pressrve
much of the conservative tradition of Islam in Saudi Arabiee context is importangtrict
commitment to religious demandsay take ora different meaning whespplied to other issues
or needsThe Saudi curriculum tries tbalance a new modern interpretation of a decidedly
"Saudi Islam, o