
 
 

Quick brief: IMPACT-se’s review of the 2020-21 Palestinian curriculum 
 

Main Findings 
 

• For the fourth consecutive academic school year, the PA curriculum is being taught without substantive 
changes made since its reform in September 2016, which included a complete rewrite of the entire 
textbook corpus in all grades and subjects.  

• IMPACT-se reports on the new PA curriculum, which examined the entire corpus of over 800 textbooks 
published since 2016, found the new PA curriculum to be more radical than those previously taught, with 
a clear deterioration in content meeting UNESCO standards.  

• In contrast to the previous curricula, all peace agreements, summits and proposals with Israel post the 
Oslo Accords have now been removed. Also removed is the name “Israel” which appeared on maps, as 
well as Jewish historical presence and roots in the land of Israel and Jerusalem. 

• An IMPACT-se May 2021 report reviewing all 222 grade 1-12 PA textbooks published in September 2020 
and February 2021 for both semesters of the 2020-21 academic school year found continued rejection of 
peace-making and the Two State Solution, promotion of antisemitism, encouragement of jihad and 
martyrdom, glorification of terror acts and terrorists, and incitement of children to violence and hate that 
extend even to math and science.  

• Changes made since 2016 found that that vast majority of the adjustments were minimal and problematic 
material remained intact, or in some cases, made worse further inserting conflict discourse and removing 
much of any remaining vague peaceful ideas as a universal which that didn’t mention Israel or the conflict. 

 

Changes made for the 2019–20 academic school year:  

• According to the PA's Ministry of Education, some “minor adjustments” were to be introduced to the 
2019–20 curriculum, grades 1–10. Ostensibly, these were meant to resolve four areas of concern: human 
rights; gender; environment and sustainable development; and quality issues.  

• Despite such “adjustments,” further problematic material has been introduced in 10 new units added to 
social studies textbooks. Though important human rights issues were indeed added, they do not include 
any themes of cooperation, coexistence, understanding or tolerance with the Jewish-Israeli Other and are 
used to further demonize Israel, termed the “Zionist Occupation”. 

 

No substantive changes made for the 2020–21 academic school year:  

• In a meeting on 18 May 2020 chaired by the Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Dr. Muhammad 
Shtayyeh, the Palestinian Cabinet approved a plan to make changes to the PA curriculum for the upcoming 
2020–21 school year. Three days later, it was presented by Palestinian Minister of Education Marwan 
Awartani at a meeting with donor nations in Ramallah.  

• Despite these assurances, no substantive changes have been made to the 2020–21 Palestinian curriculum 
relating to existing problematic content which supports hate speech, antisemitism, incitement, violence, 
and encouragement of martyrdom and jihad. Themes of cooperation, coexistence, understanding, 
tolerance with the Jewish-Israeli Other remain entirely absent. Peace-making to resolve conflict is still not 
presented as preferred or even possible. The vast majority of the adjustments were minimal, keeping 
problematic material intact, or in some cases, making it worse. 

 

https://www.impact-se.org/reports/palestinian-territories/palestinian-authority/
https://www.impact-se.org/methodology-2/
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-Reports_-Updated-Selected-Examples_May-2021.pdf
https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2019/07/29/1263078.html
http://www.palestinecabinet.gov.ps/portal/news/details/50343
https://www.stortinget.no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/Sporsmal/Skriftlige-sporsmal-og-svar/Skriftlig-sporsmal/?qid=80008
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Changes-made-to-the-2020%E2%80%9321-Palestinian-School-Curriculum_DMB.pdf


Uncompromising rejection and unwillingness of making positive changes 

• In response to the EU’s review of the Palestinian Authority’s curriculum, Prime Minister Shtayyeh 
rejected its findings and stating that "The Palestinian curriculum cannot be judged by standards far 
removed from [the Palestinian] people's history and culture" 

• In response to international demands to remove hate from PA textbooks, Minister of Education Marwan 
Awartani rejected “any conditional funding by any source that targets our Palestinian curricula” and that 
“his ministry is working to find ways of national self-funding” in a statement quoted on 15 February 2021 
in the official PA daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida. 

• In response to funding cuts by Norway over textbook incitement in December of 2020, Palestinian PM 
Shtayyeh declared in his opening remarks during a speech at the beginning of the 87th Palestinian 
cabinet meeting that the “curriculum will not be surrendered” and that the Palestinian Authority would 
finance the printing of textbooks by reallocating funds for water, electricity and communication systems 
if foreign aid is conditioned. 

 

Problematic contents of the 2020-21 Palestinian Authority curriculum 

IMPACT-se released a report in May 2021 on the most recent corpus of Palestinian Authority textbooks from 

grades 1-12. It found the PA textbooks consistently promote jihad, martyrdom and violence, encourage 

antisemitism and embrace ultra-nationalist and Islamist ideologies. 

Rejection of peace 

this new curriculum methodically omits any discussion of peace in the context of the conflict with Israel. 

Peace agreements, summits and proposals with Israel previously seen in PA schoolbooks were removed. This 

included Yasser Arafat’s call for a new era of peace, non-violence and coexistence; the name "Israel" on 

maps; the only lesson about peace advocacy as a universal ideal.  

Antisemitism 

Antisemitic canards such as that Jews control finance, the media and politics and that Jews are corrupt and 

doomed to “annihilation” are taught to students. Images include an arm with a Star of David holding a globe. 

Jews are understood to be the “enemies of Islam in all times and places” and are characterized as sinful liars 

and fraudsters. Well-known antisemites are presented as heroes. 

Incitement to violence and glorification of terrorism and martyrdom 

The 1972 Munich Massacre is openly endorsed. Terrorists such as Dalal Mughrabi are glorified as role models. 

Arabic language is taught through a violent and gruesome story promoting suicide bombings in which 

Palestinians “cut the necks of enemy soldiers” and “wore explosive belts.” First graders are taught the words 

shahid (martyr), hujum (attack) and harab (run away) in a reading exercise. Jihad “for the liberation of 

Palestine” is presented as a “private obligation for every Muslim.” In fifth grade, dying is described as 

preferable to living, in a chapter glorifying Palestinian martyrs. 

Violence in science and math 

Incitement to violence and hate even infiltrate science and math textbooks. Among other examples, Newton’s 

Second Law is taught through the use of a slingshot through the image of a violent confrontation. Calculus is 

taught by counting the number of martyrs in Palestinian uprisings including those who have led suicide 

bombings on buses and shopping centres. Probability is taught through an example of an Israeli shooting at 

passing Palestinian cars. Linear equations are taught using the example of the Cave of the Patriarchs massacre, 

instructing students to calculate the number of martyrs and wounded in the massacre. Biology is taught 

through the image of Mohammed A-Dura, a 12-year-old who was killed in a violent crossfire (presented in the 

image) between the Israeli military and Palestinians to teach about the effects of the nervous system on 

bladder, heart rate, and lungs. 

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/eu-releases-report-of-incitement-antisemitism-in-palestinian-textbooks-671534
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Negative changes made by the Palestinian Authority for the 2020-21 curriculum 
 
Palestinian textbooks significantly deteriorated since the 2016 curriculum reform, modifications made to the 
2020-21 textbooks have moved them even further away from meeting UNESCO standards of peace and 
tolerance. Any claims that they are improving are empirically false. IMPACT-se’s September 2020 and May 
2021 reports reviewing changes made in the 2020–21 PA curriculum found that the vast majority of the 
adjustments were minimal and problematic material remained intact, or in some cases, made worse.  

Examples of modifications made - with material remaining equally as problematic: 

• Calculus is still taught to fourth graders by adding numbers of “martyrs” who died in Palestinian 
uprisings. However, after what appears to be a recount, the number was corrected from 2,026 to 1,392 
martyrs. These include the bombers of busses and shopping malls. 

• Dalal al-Mughrabi, the perpetrator of the 1978 Coastal Road massacre, is still celebrated in a detailed 10-
page Arabic reading comprehension which exalts her and the terror act as “heroic” while the massacre is 
referred to as “immortal” in the “hearts and minds” of Palestinians. However, her portrait was replaced 
to one where she is seen with her hair exposed. 

• An antisemitic example accusing “the Jews” of desecrating the tombs of Muslim leaders and “shovelling 
them away and removing them from Muslims' cemeteries” was altered in the 2020 edition, replacing the 
words “the Jews” with “The Zionist Occupation.” 

• Newton's Second Law is still taught using the example of a boy firing a slingshot at approaching soldiers. 
However, the word “slingshot” was changed to “tree branch” and an accompanying text about the First 
Intifada was removed. 

 
Examples of modifications making problematic material even worse: 

• The general concept of jihad, previously taught as a private obligation for every Muslim, was made more 
specific in 2020 and is now taught as a private obligation for every Muslim for “the liberation of 
Palestine.”  

• A lesson discussing the “goals of jihad in Islam,” “rewards awaiting the jihad fighter and martyr,” and 
“the impact of jihad on the individual and society” that asks students to list “the wonders of martyrs,” 
was replaced by an exercise that links it to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Students are now asked to list 
sites of jihad wars specifically in Palestine. No other interpretation of the meaning of jihad is offered. 

• A newly-added task asks students to list various “extreme” forms of torture that Palestinian prisoners 
endure in Israeli prisons and asks how many prisoners have been martyred there.   

 
Examples of modifications altering neutral or positive material - and making it worse: 

• A story discussing the importance of good communication and cooperation between peoples as an 
incentive for progress and development was removed for the 2020 curriculum. 

• In a chapter teaching students to criticize Egypt’s historical peace process with Israel due to Egypt’s 
isolation from the Arab world, a factual sentence about the normalization of political and economic 
relations established between the two countries was removed. 

• In the rare instances that the name “Israel” was mentioned, the 2020 textbooks put the name in 
parentheses, often used in Arabic as quotation marks, representing a further challenge to Israel’s 
legitimacy.  Places where Israel was referred to as “the occupation” or “Israeli occupation” in the 2019 
edition have now been replaced with the term “Zionist occupation” in 2020. 

• A passage mentioning the Jezreel Valley, located in Israel proper, which was previously referred to 
neutrally as a geographical example of plains, is now taught in the 2020 as being located specifically in 
Palestine. 

• A sentence in an Arabic language textbook used to teach the past tense which previously stated “they 
tore my toy to pieces,” now reads “the soldiers tore my toy to pieces” in a gratuitous reference to the 
conflict.  

• A passage about colonialism as a negative force was retitled “colonialism and occupation,” strongly 
implying that Israel is as culpable for spreading human suffering as any historic colonial power. 
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Examples of Problematic Content in PA Textbooks 
(more examples are available here): 

 

 

Our Beautiful Language, Vol. 2, Grade 1, 2020, p. 53  

A reading exercise with the letter “h” (hāʾ,  ه) for first-

graders includes the word shahid (martyr) at the center 

with other words such as hujum (attack) and harab (run 

away). 

 

 

 

 

 

History, Vol. 1, Grade 11, 2020, p. 9. 

An eleventh-grade Palestinian history 

textbook implies that Jews control the 

world, using classic antisemitic imagery of 

an arm with a Star of David holding a 

globe. The caption reads: “Cultural 

Colonialism: The Most Dangerous Type of 

Colonialism, Because It Attacks the Spirit 

of the Nation and Its Beliefs.” 

 

 

Geography and Modern History of 

Palestine, Vol. 1, Grade 10, 2020, p. 

118.  

Students are taught an antisemitic 

canard that Jews control money, the 

media, and politics, and use it for their 

own benefit, in a passage that 

delegitimizes pressure the Jewish 

community placed on the United States 

to help them establish the State of Israel. 

 

 

Mathematics, Vol. 1, Grade 4, 2020, p. 27.  

A fourth grade math exercise asks students to 

calculate the number of martyrs (including 

those who have led suicide bombings on buses 

and shopping centers) in Palestinians uprisings 

and it accompanied by a photograph of raised 

coffins at a mass funeral  



 

 

 

Arabic Language, Vol. 2, Grade 5, 2020, pp. 51–61.  

Dalal al-Mughrabi, the perpetrator of the 1978 Coastal Road 

massacre, is celebrated in a detailed 10-page Arabic reading 

comprehension which exalts her and the terror act as “heroism” 

while the massacre is referred to as “immortal” in the “hearts 

and minds” of Palestinians. Fifth-graders are invited to follow in 

her footsteps and view her as a role model. 

 

 

 

 

History, Vol. 2, Grade 11, 2019, p. 52. 

The text openly endorses the Munich 

Massacre during the 1972 Munich Summer 

Olympics, when the Fatah's Black 

September group took eleven Israeli 

Olympic team members hostage, killing 

them along with a West German police 

officer. The text uses this attack as an 

example for justifying Palestinian warfare 

against “Zionist interests abroad.” 

 

 

Arabic Language, Vol. 2, Grade 8, 2020, pp. 40–44.  

Arabic language is taught through a violent and gruesome story 

promoting suicide bombings in which Palestinians “cut the 

necks of enemy soldiers” and “wore explosive belts.” Israeli 

forces are described as “leaving behind some of the bodies and 

body parts, to become food for wild animals on land and birds 

of prey in the sky.” An accompanying illustration depicts Israeli 

soldiers in a tank, shot dead by a Palestinian gunman. 

 

 

Science and Life, Vol. 1, Grade 7, 2020, p. 57.  

Newton's Second Law is exemplified by an 

image of a masked Palestinian boy aiming a 

slingshot at approaching soldiers. Students are 

asked “what are the forces that influence the 

object after its release from the branch 

(slingshot) and the coil.” 

 

 



Negative changes made by the Palestinian Authority for the 2020-21 curriculum 

(more examples are available here): 

 

An antisemitic example accusing “the Jews” of desecrating the tombs of Muslims was altered in the 

2020 edition, replacing the words “the Jews” with “The Zionist Occupation” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A passage that stated that jihad for Allah is the private obligation for every Muslim has been 

changed in 2020 to limit jihad specifically to “the liberation of Palestine.”  

2019 Edition 2020 Edition 

Islamic Education, Grade 10, Vol. 1, p. 73. 

 

Islamic Education, Grade 10, Vol. 1, p. 72. 

 
 

 

In a chapter teaching students to criticize Egypt’s historical peace process with Israel detailing 

Egypt’s isolation from the Arab world, the 2020 edition further erased a factual sentence about the 

normalization of political and economic relations established between the two countries 

 

2020 Edition 2019 Edition 

Geography and Modern History of Palestine, Grade 

10, Vol. 2, p. 65. 

 

 

Geography and Modern History of 

Palestine, Grade 10, Vol. 2, p. 65. 

 

 

 

2019 Edition 2020 Edition 

Islamic Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, p. 71 

 

Islamic Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, p. 71 

 

https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Changes-made-to-the-2020%E2%80%9321-Palestinian-School-Curriculum_DMB.pdf


Removal of content promoting peace 

(more examples are available here): 

 

REMOVED from New Curriculum- Yasser Arafat’s call 

for coexistence, peace, and non- violence with Israel 

The new curriculum deliberately omits important messages 

of peace and non-violence in Yasser Arafat’s letter to 

Yitzhak Rabin such as calling the signing of the Declaration 

of Principles "a historic event opening a new era of 

coexistence in peace and stability, an era without violence." 

Another important omission that appeared in Arafat’s letter 

in the old curriculum is the PLO's commitment to "assume 

responsibility over all PLO elements and personnel in order 

to assure their compliance" (Modern and Contemporary 

History of Palestine, Vol. 2, Grade 11, 2014, p. 83). 

 

 

 

REMOVED from New Curriculum - 
Study unit about peace agreements, 

summits and proposals with Israel 

A full unit about previous peace 

negotiations with Israel since 1948 

containing two chapters titled "Peace 

Plans and Initiatives" and "Peace 

Agreements." Almost all peace negotiation 

attempts in this unit were omitted from the 

new curriculum (National Education, 

Grade 10, 2012, pp. 43–56). 

 

 

 

 

REMOVED from New Curriculum- Israel on 

maps-  

The name "Israel" appears in two maps on the same 

page of a history textbook for eleventh grade. The left 

map shows the 1968 Alon Plan for annexation of West 

Bank territories to Israel and the right map depicts the 

1982 Sharon Plan of such annexation. The maps also 

include the Green Line mark which rarely exits on 

maps in the new PA curriculum (Modern and 

Contemporary History of Palestine, Vol. 2, Grade 11, 

2014, p. 51). 

 
 

https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Rejection-of-Peace_-Changes-from-Pre-2016-PA-Curricula.pdf

