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Executive Summary

This study of theSyrian curriculum examinethe updated 201748 education contents in the
areas controlled by the Assad regime while the civil war continues to rage. It offers a unique look
at a people in the midst of a mortal crisis

The most surprising findings lie within tihealmof international relations.

International and Regional Positioning

Russia, Iran, Turkey

The Russian Federationand the Soviet Uniothat came beforgre viewed approvingly
especially inrelation tomodernity and technology.

Significantly, since2014, breign language studies incluthee Russiarlanguage Russiarstudies
textbooks abundalytfeatureRussian cultural element®yverall, The Russian Federation and
Syria appear in the curriculum as modern, powerful, scientific, secular and friendly.

Russia is presented positively in the curricuuthere are no territorial or other disputes with
Syria. The textbooks@dvance a Syrian politicalltureof modern authoritarian ethdimguistic
nationalismthat is fully compatible witlthat of the RussiandélerationSyria's ambitions of
creating arf Arab Homeland" stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf and covering large
swaths of Asia and Africdo not culturally contradict a Russia playing the role wbad power.
Unlike Islamism pantArabismhas no global ambitions

Iran : The historical presentation of Iran and the ancient Persian Empi@sisynegative
Though the "Arab Homeland" and Iran share a long history, it has not always been €neoth.
issue involves the Iranian province of Khuzastich the curriculum maintains belongs to
Arabs. Yet, he Khomeini revolutiornitself is presented as positive because of its revolutionary
and militant naturéoward Israel and the WeSthe Persian, Greek and Roman empires, on the
other hand, are depéed as greedy foreign "occgps” There is 0w acknowledgement of Iranian
cultural heritage and contributions over millennia. No Pelgsiaguage courses are offered.

Iran isshown to beadvanced technologically and economically (automobiles, ships, arjamen
space and the nuclear realfipe main common denominator is the revolutionary dimension and
the struggle against Israel and the WBstviewingIMPACT-se's Iranian tabook research

reveas two ideological faultinesbetween the two countrigs

! Eldad J. ParddIranian Education: The Continuous RevolutfoMPACT-sg 2016
http://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/IraniaBducation_TheContinuousRevolution2016.pdf
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APanArab and Syrian nationalism reject Persieanian hegemony arahyleadershipole
in Greater Syria and tH&rab Homeland

AEspousing ethnically centered Arabism and secularism, the worldaigght in Syrian
textbookss incompatible with theegional ambition®f Iran's Supreme Leader. Iran's
IslamistKhomeinist political culture and way of lifaspresented in the Iranian curriculym
is flatly rejected by the Symacurriculum (excepting mutual antagonism toward Israel and
the West).

Strategic mterests and pragmatic considerations may lead to a continuation of the dengdes
IranianSyrian alliance. On the national and cultural levels, however, there is no genuine synergy
between the two countries.

Turkey: The potential friction with Turkey isven greater than that with Iran. TBgrian
curriculum continues tehowcase&yrianTurkish territorial disputesentered on Alexandretta
and beyondTurkey's Ottomanism and pdrurkic imperial drive directly threatens Syrian pan
Arab ideology? Turkey'sapproach tdslamismand thelslamic way of life is incompatible with
the Syrian worldview as presented in the curriculiNo. Turkish language courses are offered.

Syria and the "Arab Homeland"

Syrids parArabism questions the independence and separate existearog Afabcountry. The
Syrian ideology opposes the status gnd considers all borders in the region to be artificial.

Thetextbooks still present amplicit recogniton of other Arab cautries, but onlyas part of the
"Arab Homeland. Strong Syrian national foundations are cherished.

Somewhat ominous is the perception of dividing the entire Arab world into "regions," one of
which is "Greater Syria"Hilad al-Shanj: replacing currentiay Syria, Jordan, Israel, the
Palestinian Authority and Lebanon.

Arnon Groiss and Nethanel (Navid) Toobiamhe Attitude to "The Other" and to Peace in Iranian School Books
and TeacheQctser2006i des
http://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/04/Iran2006.pdf
2Eldad J. Pardo and Mehmet Ekintileigho r s and Ri vals: China [ IMPACUsekeyods Ed
February 2017
http://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/NEIGHBORBND-RIVALS-Chinain-TurkeysEducational
System.pdf
El dad Pardo and Marcus Shef f, s"IMPACTkse, yah 89, 20t7h o o | Curricul
http://lwww.impactse.org/turkeyschootcurriculumcrossroads/
Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocaki'Ur k ey 6s Curricul um Under Er dygdalkldadThe Evo
J. Pardo and David Byer, IMPAG3e, November 2016.
http://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/Turkelnterim-Report_ IMPACTFse.pdf
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Egypt: Ancient empires within thtArab Homelantid particularly EgyptiarSyrian and Syrian
Egyptiard are presented in a positive light. Ancient Egyptian culture is stressed (as is
Mesopotamian). Téaspirit of Arab unity, especially with Egypt, is paramount. The ancient
cultures of Iran, Turkey and Israel are disregarded.

While such unity remains in the realmradstalgicimagination andhe"Arab Homelantiis yet
to appear, it makes territolidemands on neArab countries and may lead to the emergence of
new axes in the region, just beyond the horizon.

Israel and the West

Israel: Syrian education presents a parab revolutionaryimperialist worldview. There is no
room for Israed dubbed the "Rast/TerroristZionist Entity." AnttSemitic motifs such as
stereotypical references tiwe character of Shylock from Shakespeadvkeschant of Venicare
to be found. The Holocaust is ignored.

The textbooks teach that Israel is a terrorist state anddherdl means are legitimate in the war
against it, including terrorism and suicide attacks. Syria is proud of its support of terrorism in
Lebanon, Iraq and Israel, descriligdthe curriculumas armed struggle 6resistancé.

Still, the option of landdr peace within the framework of a comprehensive agreement is
preserved, but hidden. The Agreement on Disgegeent {974) between Israel and Syris
portrayed asalid to this day’

In addition to Israel, which has no right to exist, the textbooks festuaritorial demandSyria
holds onother countries: Iran (Khuzestan province and the Gulf islaimdsiey (mainly
Alexandretta but also Ciliciaand Spain (areas outside the Iberian Penipstilkee memory of
the Arab conquest of Spain is cherished.

The West The attitude toward the West is largely negative, with stresiseoavils of
colonialism and imperialism.

The Home Front

Civil War, Minorities , Gender

Thecurriculum'sattitude toward the traumatic civil war in Syria ranges from derfigb
existenceao encouragememtf volunteering and assistance to victims of the disafteate are
references to the destructigrgverty, sexual and economic harm to wonanwell as tassues
of emgration and displacemeriiut mostly these subjecseglossed over or referred to
indirectly.

% History of the Modern and Contemporary Arab HomeldBtade 12, 20178, p. 56
3
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Thetextbooks disregardnd dely the complex ethnoeligious makeup in Syridhere are no
Kurdish language studies or references to the heritage and identity of the Kurdish, Alawite,
Druze, Shiite and variousu8nigroups The collective identity presented is monolithic
combiningthe panArab and ArabSyrian

An exception is th@resentation of themall Christian minority, for whom special textbooks are
published. Religious toleranesists, ytwe foundhints of suspiciotowardChristians

The armyis prominentthroughouthe curriculumwith motifsemphasiing loyalty and
commitment.

Genderequality is featured, while rggid modernismexpressed in family planningeems
somewhat outdated hereis sersitivity to traditional values. LGB® educatiordoes not exist.

Political Culture

The textbooks promote respeetd total commitmertb BasharAl-Assad and his father Hafez.
There is no excessive personality @agtompared with Iranian education, but piés talk of
elections and democracy, the curriculum remains indoctrinating and authoritdraarmy
plays a centralole in the national identity.

The curriculum is seculaencourages independent thinking and a spirit of problem solving,
volunteersmand religious openness.

While religious tolerance is a general principdaly one governmertharteed form of Sunnt
Islam is taught. Other religions or religious strednexcept for Christianiy are ignoed. State
approvedslamformspart of the parArab cultural identity.

Worldview, Identity and Ideology

The Syrian curriculum bas&yrian national identity on the principles of a continued struggle to
realize one AralNationthat includes all Arab statesonstitutng onecountry,the"Arab
Homeland."

The textbooks present the borders dividing the Arab states as artifai@hg been imposed by
European colonialism

International Norms

Warfare, Genocide and International Norms

The curriculum features ambiguous criticism of the usaucfear and chemical weapons. It
openly and fully supports "resistance” (guertbarorism) andapplying“all available meanstb
destroy the Other. There anassumption that international organizatisnsh as the Uldre

4
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supportive of such actions. Expressions such as "the Zionist presence in Palestine is a momentary

presene," "insistence on purifying the land and all of humanity from the Ziofiiatrsd "Zionist
Entity" are usedn concert withanttSemitic messages.

International Standards on Peace and Tolerance

The Syrian curriculum does not meet IMPAGE&s UNESCGQlerived standards on Peace and
Tolerance, with the exception of gender equality and tolerance toward the Christian minority.

It professes an ideology thia exclusionary, militaristic, narrcswminded and authoritarian. It
does, however, encourage free thinking and ingenuity within proscribed boundaries.

Conclusions and Recommendations

This IMPACT-se report further supports the assumption that there reet donnection between
violence and the lack of peace and tolerance education within a given society.

We demonstrat¢hat at least part of the motivation and explanation of the civil war in Syria may
be attributed to a faulty curriculurklate and militasm ultimately cannot be controlledl.
culture of peace and tolerance must be taught and fostered.

The curriculum encourages and teaches dialogue, while ignoring the 2011 uprising and dreams
for democracy and freed@mwhich ultimately led to civil war. Ratlngit ignores atrocities
committed by the regime and denies any-Aoab national aspirations or group identities in the
region.

While alternatives for policy changes are briefly mentioned, the Assad curriculum does not
engage in selfloubt, let alone selfeflection on such topics as peace at home or in the region.
The curriculum teaches students that all means are justifabtoy thedther(as exhibited in
reality by the use of WMDs).

Looking forward, we see a continued alliance with Russia, aixiiense of other allies and
partners, with gradual but sustained efforts to rebuild bridges toward the Arab world, mainly
through Egypt.

If there is any policy recommendation from this research, it is thattérmational community
should not compromise aneaningfulpeace educatioim Syria. The ruthless and rampant
violence is the result of a faulty worldview which cannot be resolved without tackling the issue
of education.
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Preface

A national curriculum is the main tool with which a nation prepares its young generation for the
future. Steady, systematic and authoritagdecatioralong a clearly charted line fowelve
consecutive years imprints an indelible worldview on the newrgeae.

There are consequences to what children learn in school. If a curriculum teaches hate and
violence toward @emonizedOther, a culture of hate and violencdikely to ensueas shown

by a recent research projecttie Nazi curriculum during th&930s(TamarKetko, Ice
Creatures 2016) Butaccumulatedhate may take unexpected directions. The Icagiculum
during the 1990¢&=aturedslamization, hate and militarism. The emergenciefSIS horrors

in Iraga decade lateshould not be viewedsainrelated to that curriculungimilarly, the pre

civil war Syrian curriculum taught hate against Isk@ the Westbut the violence unleashed
inside Syriasurpassednything inflicted oreitherIsraelor the West

In Turkey and Egypt, Islamization tieir curriculabegan in the 1980s under secular regimes. In
both countriesantrdemocratidslamist leadershifateremergedThe Iranian curriculum's
"imperial dreams" anticipated tlaeceleratd expansionisnand inernal oppressiothat

followedthe 2015 NucleaDeal As Iranian politicians were smiling to the cameras, hate was
beinginculcated ito the classroomdhe failedtransition to democracy in Egypt and Syria and
thegreat obstacles facing the peace proeedsthe Palestinians are largely tesult of
"resistance" and/aadical Islamic education.

Tunisia,under aseculayauthoritarian regimesducated for tolerance and seculareamdis thus
far the only Arab country in which transition to democrbhagbeen successful. Agaithe role
of education cannot be overlooked.

The Syrian curriculum includes good elements, mainly seculamsnti-cultural heritage,
equality for women and encouragement of independent thinking and dialRggsea is depicted
as aclose ally while Islamist Iran is ndRegarding the liberal and Islamist opposition groups,
there is an effort to pave the way #ofuturereconciliationafterthe civil war.However thigs

not spelled ouin the curriculumwhichtreats the civil wds disasteionly indirectly. As such,

the disconnection between the hormpespetratedyy the regime and what is taught in the
curriculum is remarkable. Since the opposition does not exist there is neither hatred nor
understanding toward the nexistent Gher.

However, fate is widespreathroughout the curriculurwhen it comes to radicglanArab
nationalismwhich considers the eradication of Israel an ideological mainstay.

With respect to the civil wathe current curriculundoes not concern itself with morality,

introspection, or peace educati®&ather, i holds on to a militaristic worldview and radical pan
7
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Arabism. It teaches that the international community justifiesistance” (guerilkéerrorism)
while using"all avaiable meansto destroythe Other.

What the curriculum ultimately fails to teach is that long bloody wars often lead to the next war

which begs the question: Will thiegeringlesson of the Assad regime be that more war is
inevitable?

Eldad J. Pardd)irector of Research
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Introduction

For seven consecutive years a ferocious civil s beemaging in Syria. From a comparatively
stable secular and authoritarigkrab country Syria has turned into one of the cruelest and most
violent flashpoints on earth. The majoritytbéatrocities and destructidrave beemperpetrated

by the Assad regiméiundreds of thousands are deadh many more injured, amed and
traumatizedmillions aredisplacedrom their homes in Syria @re in exile in the region and
aroundthe world.

This project is the first research that examines the curriculum of Basiesat's Syria. In
2001, IMPACTse first published a report on Syriextbooks’ While the question of education
in Syria during the civil war has been addressed, no resdzsafdre nowhas been conducted on
the contents of the current curriculum.

Considering the exceptional circumstances of the situation in Syria, our effortgeranmind
three axes. The first is to examine the curriculum against the background of IMEPECT
standards for peace and tolerance. More specifijaaily for future reference, the project
examines théextbookcontentswhile trying tospeculatavhat, if anything withn the texs,
contributed towardhe perpetuatioof such horror.

Secondlyis to examine through education a society in major crisis as it tries to hold on to its
basic beliefd ideological and otherwise.

The final part of our investigationdés at the region and the world at largeyether with Syria's
young generatigrand efforts to grappleith the results of the civil war.

To accomplish this we have lookelbsely at the curriculurand endeavoretd gauge where the
Assad regimés headirg. The questions are manyiow are Syria's youth being educated to
participate in possibluture politicalscenarios? Who willltimatelybeits friend® and
enemiesMhat hope for peace is envisioned in Syria by the curriculurstalslity evenn
Syria's future?

Thefirst section "Syrian Civil War: Normalcy Amid Catastrophasks how geoplestrives to
find balancerom a structured evolutionary education systerhile strugglingwith continuous
tragic circumstanceslthoughmuch that relates tihe war is ignored, images of horror
inevitablyfind their way into the curriculum. Thethos isof natural disaster that demands
mobilization andndividual contribution. Sensitive issues as regards displaced families and
emigrants are dealt with in andirect mannerasis theunspeakabldestructiorwhich is
everywhere apparent.

“Arnon Groiss,'Jews,Zionism and Israel in Syrian School Textbookjhe 2001, IMPACHe
http://www.impactse.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/04/Syria2001.pdf.

9
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"Syrian Identity: Radical Arabishdescribes th&yrian collective worldvievandnational

identity. Assad's Syrieemains committed to its paikrab ideology, which places seaul
nationalism and devotion to a radical struggle at the forefront of an agenda to unite the Arab
worldd to the exclusion of neArab actors in the Arab domain. Syria prapemnd the Assad
fatherson dynast§y remain at the center of the collective's idenfltye army continues to have
a special role while a new constitution and beligdialogue are also featured.

Sections three and four amaoverviewof how this authoritarian and monochromatic identity
charts an imaginary wish list of Syridfgends its naturacompetitorsand those allotted the role
of swornenemiesEducationally and culturally, thssadregimeis more comfortable with
Russia and Egypt, while nefrab partnerd mainly Iran and Turkey are not trustedlThe US
and Israel are unquéshably in the category of enemyereedom: Islam, Christianity, Gender
reexamines Syriardentitymore deeplyas it explores thiémits of collective identity and
freedom in the secular authoritarian stgf@ntingmanyrightsto some groups, excludirahers,
while maintainingtight controls.

The research exposes what is typicalgcuredWhile the Assad regime and Iran's "Holy
Regime" are allies, their worldviews and ambitistendin sharp oppositiarSyrian Arabism
aims at uniting the "Arab Homeland" within a secular etlmguistic republican framework. No
nontArab should rule the Arakespeciallynot an Islamist of the Khomeini&hiite Persian
variety. The naméHezbollal is not intextbooks

The Syrian curriculunpraisessomepreviousempiressuch as the Egyptian or Mesopotamian
but not othersincludingthe Persian(Whenthe Persian empirgtretched over Syriat, was
consideredh "Persian Occupatior).Furthermore, modern Irénaccording to th Syrian
curriculumd still "occupies"Arab land such aKhuzestan in mainland Iraas well aghe Gulf
islands.

There is a dramatic distinction drawn between the antagonism exhibited toward Iran and the
extreme friendliness toward the Russian Federatibme largest country in the world," is openly

a close ideological and cultural friend. Russian language is taAlgtitings Russiarare

imitated.As suchRussia is perhaps Syria's quintessential role model. Iran and its revolution are
acknowledged bubyria'sattitude toward therras expressed in its curriculuis lukewarm at
best.ThePersiarlanguage is naaught.lran's exporbof its IslamistKhomeinist revolution is an
embarrassmerthat the curriculum ignores.

Finally, we explorghe dichotomy of bw a regime that practices and preaches radical violence
also educates to cherisfternational organizations promotipgace(albeitasanabstract idea

The curriculum sheds some light on how organizatiiesthe UNare perceived bgn

educatioal systenmthat remains singteninded in its determination to continue along its current
trajectory.

10
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It demonstrates tos that the civil wa with all its horror® has nosoftenedSyrids radical
national identitywhich theauthors of this curriculurseem toview as commensurate with
international norms.

11
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Syrian Civil War: Normalcy Amid Catastrophe

Seven years into the Syri@ivil War,it is impossible to denthe harsh realities of life in Syria
However, frommore tharfifty examinedextbooks from the 20178 statecurriculum, the war
is mentionedn very few booksOne, heseventhgradetextbook,National Educatio, doesnot
deny the difficulties Syria faces, but tries to present the wachallengehat requiresSyrian
citizens to showveivic responsibility, solidarity and a volunteer spifihe focus is on whahe
curriculum’s authors perceias positive developmengslections, constitutiortpward Syria's
prosperityover the past few yearndowever, given taregimés conceris aboutemgration of its
citizensresulting fromthe war, as well as the image of Syria worldwithe, curriculumeducates
students tavork towardchangng this reality as we will later learn

Rising to the Challenge Horror, Destruction, Displacement

Within theabovementionedextbook, hereare explicit references to the civil war, and the
implications it has had on life in Syria. Civilians are encouraged to assist one another in such
times to create a more caring societhus, the curriculum uses the war as a means to ancend:
demonstrate desirable civil behavior. There are no references to the differefighiitggthe

war or why, other than being crisis forced on Syria by external sowsce

The followingentryfrom the textaccurately reports an achievement of the Syrian team in the
World Robot Olympiag portraying &eeling of normalcy and hope during difficult im@ere
is a recognition ofhewar'sdestructve reality yet, no blame is assigned to anyafie actor,
including any responsibility for the regime's atrocities and destruction. No justice, sorrow,
revenge or reconciliation is mentioned or apparently neétimok is based on the talent
displayed for rebuilding the country. Thus the peat perod is envisaged to be a unitédck
to-normalprocess

S
The Syrian team won second place in\terld Robot Olympiad held a;ﬁ .
in India, for presenting a project to recycle thebris and rubblef e jf;“f_jj -
destroyeduildingssolelyusing robots. The goal is to contribute to th . u. g s s s
reconstructiorof what was left behind bihewarin Syria, by reusing | a9 ool cus. s

cement and metdduilding materials. T O et
National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 18. R

o) DA g A o uall

L olaes Ciesd (e oLl alge Glaanil

"\ neet?™ el
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Another passagelks about the "Syrian crisigjeople fleeing, fear, death and war. Families
have become displaced and urgently need shelter from the elements. The youth are encouraged
to volunteer.

Duringone evening of the Syrian crisis, many families fle ﬁ

to safe Syrian cities, fearing death and.war S gl A o s elaa 3

. ) 4ygidl prall ) LD (e 35S
The absorption centers weren't able to hold everyone, ai el Coadl e i
some families were forced take refuge in parks and - crmall JELA 5She o o
streets. Amer and his friendgin't sit comfortablyn their i o 9 paw g,

homeshut rathethey wandered around the City in S€ArCh ;... s, s, e g5,
of these familiesto secureplaces of shelter fahem Amer  Ga i s sl do et o3
accommodatethree families in his homend sadid all his Lt sl L st 91 dk e

friends. (b 5 iy ] 2305 el
National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 68. ) sl g
--“\—HJ J

The textbooks do natiscusghe IraniarSyrian project of Sunni ethnic cleansing and
repopulatiorby Shia Muslims.

But the curriculundoes notompletely ignoe Syria's demographic disaster. Emigration is a
seriousconcermand is dealt with in numerous textbooks.

National Challenge: Emigration

Although the reasons for this are not spelled out explic®yrian textbooks show awareness of
theincreasing numbseiof emigrantdrom the warand the substantial febaft in its wake.
Students are asked addresghisissue and write to their friends or family members who have
left Syria,urgingthem toreturn to their homeland.
7%
Ayl Wyl ) sy il
BTN P PP ACIRR PRE Pt v X A [
Gl 8 5 Sl il ollag
A Laaly e <Y1 Ll gl
SLlYT e € 220 o glyy @) Lasie
S8 el Jeall ALl jale sl
i) aaf 5 Jaally Laaly ) 5agall
g ol Cleaal) agii s A5
S g2 AN La oly; s g ol

hilaly folai

) Nt "‘J

Rawan traveled to America to study after receiving her high school diploma and became
askilled doctor. She contributed greatly to informing the American public about her

13
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country SyriaWhenRawanrealized tlat many Syrian docts wereleaving the country
to work abroad, she decided to return to her country and werlSyrian hospital,

providing service to the Syrian people.

If you were in Rawan's place what decision would you make, and why?

National Education Grade 7,2017 18, p. 71.

After Othman traveledith his family ol G
to settle in anotherountry, he wrote a

letter to hisrelativein the fifth grade, =5 ¥ =5 sl e B LBl 6 i faey i el

saying:

e ela Lualall Cilall i 4

—

'l didn't think that I would long for my
dearhomeland this much. I find
myself today counting the days
waiting for my return to my beloved
country, to hurry back so | can offer i
and its citizens every good deed | cal
My brother, | know that a person's e

0 ) iy ) gl g A el o W
G A e | oL 26 gl a1
A 5 A A e il L S iy AU i

cAdlsy A S ¥) Chead A S Y A1 AT L ple)
aikigl 5 438 05 ol ag cdby by W) 4 5l
I ARG LR T

dignity can be achieved only by his -

homeland's dignity, and rsecuritycan be assured to him without thecuriy of his

homeland. If someone does nmash good for his country, do not expect any good from

him at all:
Islamic Education Grade 5 2017 18, p. 84.

Bl s 3 sl oy (b I £ 51 1 Rl g 01 o K0
2 51 8 L8 A T U1 Lt ¢ el il ) o it T o 0 g o L o B0y 5

One of my family members contemplated settling abroad after finishing his university

studies.

| will write a ldter encouraging him to returemphasizing theomeland's need for its
expatriatedsons and presenting the negative effaaftthe sonsabsence from their

homeland.
Arabic Language Grade 7, Vol. 1,2017 18, p. 31.

Women and Children as Victims of War

The followingtext describes, indirectly, one of theost painful
dimensions of the waprostitutionand sexual slaveyypy womenwvhose
husbands had died or who otherwise tbsir source of livelihoodor
daughters sold by thegarents The item describesfforts by a group of
women tohelpothers overcome their appalling circumstances through
meaningful work.

14
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clag 2l el layy selad Lligs
Ol Al an Chagdly ol
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During the war, a group of women established a team to Hsswgives and daughters of
the martyrs and wounded and d&ped women whbad notsurrendegdto their

economic and living conditions. [The team] trained them for free in artiskitigland
craftsto enable them to feed their families and meet the difficult life through productive
work. . .

National Education Grade 7, 201718, p. 68.

Stories of heroisanddedication during the trying circumstances of the war are featured.

As the war was raging and a haillafllets fromthe clashesvas coming %

down, Farid looked out of his windown the second floor of theemt A oL et ) 3
building, hesawhis widowed neighbor, Su'ad, and her two daughters| s cstas s o cis e
trembling in fear. @e of the walls of the roonn which they had been | > === = > =
living, collapsed. Farid thought about helping Swaad her daughters, | .. s wo o i s,
but he feared that the bullets would hit him. He returned to his room )| «s s s et ws s
then hearagainthe cry of the frightened girl. He forgot about the war jjf“‘“‘”‘:‘“ﬂ‘j
and the bulletand hurried to save this trapped family. s

o By almlly el o il
aiaal Al o2a Ja

If you were in Farid's place, would you offer this kind of assistance? o
National Education Grade 7, 2017 18,p. 71. ahadd sla o5 dn

vav

S Al Al g e

gl elesl Jale <0l e dakudl

eyl bghi #3ay Lol gl ol

O Lay Syia e pall A 4 a0
valee (U aa o

elad) jlee sl all Gl sl

g, lall AES caad ey Hllly Al
el o3 Ly sasage el i

™,

Abu-Amar is the nickname given by the residents of the tarBayez the electrician He
always hurries to fix the electric wires destroyed as a result of thenddferentabout
getting hurt while he works.

The residents of the neighborhood ldvbu-Amar for his everlasting courage and
persistence in working under any circumstances, in order to keep electricity going in the
neighborhood at all times.

National Education, Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 72.
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FAY
Osall el 2gnall fpa alaay 335 2
el 3 adee cuila ) 35 A sl
asdl 3 aialais) e sl el
G Opppeaiall JULM eldaa) | il
B agd Galdy peie Tne (s (yal
3D b pagyall (e G Ly
vepall (g i Al ALl
L Jaas ige 5 e lis (g pall il
Al Ly Ay

"\ et ™l

After Wisam graduated from the High Institute for
Performing Arts, he volunteered, aside from his work,
at the National Theater, so he cotdéle advantage of

his competencm providingsociatpsychological
assistance to children affected by the war. He trained
several of them and established a theater group, which
performed in shows at the temporary residence
centers for the victims of war. The shows were
interactive andaised awarenespromding high
humanistic and nationalistlues

National Education Grade 7, 201718, p. 81

As will be discussed in a later sectjp€hristian Education textbooks remind Abtuslim
studentof their obligation to join the militatyThe dangers t€hristians and others from the
[civil] war are clearly displayed.

2 e g11)
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Evaluation:

1. The pictures display the consequences of war!!
Write a comment under each image
Christian Education Grade 12 201718, p. 116.

® Christian EducationGrade 12, 201718, p. 114 (see also Chrisitanity, p. B9
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While some horrors are alluded the war'sdetails remairofficially hidden fromstudents,
particularlyregarding rebelsuffering and losses.

Not in the curriculum: A neighbidood in DamascusEastern Ghouta
(oppositionareas during the bombinp—AFﬁ

Business as Usual: Normalcy and Stability

Themain thrust of the Syrian curriculum seems neither to present the horrors of the civil war nor
to encourage grappling wiits challengs. Instead;'normalcy and the creationfan

environment of "business as usual" appear to bpriheary concern for the curriculum's

authors The dections which were held three years into the civil warcarereyedas a symbol of

the thriving Syrian democracy.

Syria vote8 June 3, 2014
National Education Grade 8 201718, p. 43.

" Leila Sibai, "Ghouta and Systematic Forced Eviction: A Strategy of Demographic Change! $&®0i&S's
alternative news magazine), March 9, 2018
Accessed June 7, 2011&tps://medium.com/storiespas/ghoutandsystematieforcedeviction-a-stratey-of-
demographiechange4e1334be2a0d.
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As support for the election's validitthe current Syrian constitutidrevisedFebruary 201pis
depictedas proof of the democratic principle, "Rule of the Pebtple
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The constitution determines thbaracteristics of the regime in Sy¥ia republi¢

sovereignty belongs to the peoph®; person or group can claimand isbasecn the
principle of therule of the gople, by the people and for the people.

Any authoritywhich does not emanate frofmetpeople is considered illegal
National Education Grade 8§ 201718, p. 48.

Thecurriculumpointsto the illegality ofnonregimeauthoritieswhile stressing the
responsibilities of President Assad.

After reading the text and the document:
1 Explain the illeglity of any authority not emanating from the people
1 Discuss the tasks assigned to phesidentof therepublic

National Education Grade 8 201718, p. 48.

The curriculum portrays Syria as a nation wigltigusdemocraticcomponents, whilexplairing

thechallenges of the civivar.
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A democratic country with full sovereignty, indivisible and unwilling to concede any part
of its lands,aspart of the AratHomeland

National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 57.

Other Syrian systems and instituticare emphasized for their democracy, including the
presidency.

He is elected directly by the people for a term of four years. He works tirelegglgrid
the constitution, to protect national unity and the country's survival.

National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 57.

A quote from President A\ssad's speeabn the Syrian army holiday in 2013 is presented,
showing the partnership between the military andotesidentevery step of the way. In this
same speech, Mssad also addressed the difficultiesied war and the achievements of his
military, but these elements waret included in théextbook Note the three heroic characters
of Yusuf AzmaHafez AFAssad, and his son Bashar.
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57

The President of the Arab Syrian Republic, Field Marshal Bashasgddhas
commanedthe Army and Armed Forcesnce the year 2008ie addressed his brave
soldiers declaringWith your heroism, you write the letters of victory, embody the
conscience othe people, protect the people's values and aspirations, and with your
sacrifices, you safeguard our homeland's unity and pure soil, and sacrifice all that is
precious and dear to keep the homeland flag flying.high

Social StudiesGrade 6, Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 57.
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In a chapter dedicated to the "Problems ABslian Society Facésstudents learn about air
pollution, population density causing heavy tra#ficdhigh percentage of unemployment.
However, there is no mention of any internal crisis offlaxr?

Regardless of theifficulties in preparing new material the midst of such conflicthere is an
attempt throughout to introducadrmalcy. Dataprovidedin thetextbooks, such as population
growth in Syriaavoidshowingwhatis known abouSyria's realityover the past few yeafsind
present aistorted imageThe followingdisregards thenillions of deador displaced Syrian
citizens.

l‘ﬂ“

G5 e sle 23 523 20125l dgppm (S 2ae
A i) 320y i YL 27,5 san A8 S (i
(L 4,5 ) sl A Jasy (VL 32) sl

(gl A A L ) Jsla o Gadl) 138 3 st Cae

The number of residents in Syria was estimated in 2012 to be approximately 23 million,
according to thaverage growth percentage, estimated to be approximaf&p&rcent
eachyear. The two main reasons for this growth are the rise of birthg pe&entand

the decline of deaths 45 percent Try to explain the decline in the percentage of
deaths

Geography Grade 9, 2017 18, p. 97.
Non-Conventional Weapons

Chemical weapons areentioned irthetextbookswithout any consideration aklevance to
currentevents Ignoring the use of chemical weapons during the SyZiait War,'° the subject
is presenteth a text about international norms with allusions to supptsedli war crimes

sty 45 Sy A3ad) Gl Cangiad 3 Slangd) 5 435Lassl) Aalay) Haad -
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8 National EducationGrade 92017 18, p. 29.
%Syria Population 2018 World Population Review

Accessed May 28, 2018. http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ggpalation/.
The population quoted for 2018 is 18,281,935, as compared to 21,018,834 in 2010. According to this source, there
are nowninemillion Syrians who have flethe countryand 6.5 million who have been displaced tamainin
Syria There are now 4.5 milliorefugees from the country in nearby countries: 117,658 in Egy022 in Irag
635,324 in Jordaril.1 million in Lebanopand 2.5 million in Turkeyln 2016, one estimate placed the number of
dead at 470,008lthoughestimates vary widely.
°Daryl Kimbal and Kelsey Davenport, et al., "Timeline of Syrian Chemical Weapons Activity,i2013,"Arms
Control AssociationACA), updated May 2018.

Accessed June 6, 2018. https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/TiroélByianChemicalWeapons

Activity.
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Banned areleemical weapons ¢any] attacksindiscriminatelydirected at civilian and
military targets, civilian andhilitary personsyhich causenjuries and extreme suffering.

Arabic Language Grade 8, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 100.
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Add to Your Knowledge

The use of landminesbiological' and chemical weapons is prohibited, becaheg are
random,do not distinguish between fighters and civilians, aadseunwarranted
suffering.

Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 1,2017 18, p. 101.

There is no mention of nuclear weapons, prohibited or otherwise within the curritulum

Soft Power: Defending Syria's Honor Worldwide

It is clear throughout the curriculum that the Syrian regime is fully aware of its reputation in the
world, especially the way it is perceived and presented by global media. Students are encouraged
to prove the world wrog, and show the real Sgrivhich the world fails to see.
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A Message to the Children of the World

| will collaborate with my group in thBioneers'? and write anessage from the children
of the Syrian Arab Republic to the children of the woirhdgrming them about our
homeland (its nature, antiquities, symbols).

Social StudiesGrade 5, Vol. 2, p. 70

1 gyria, Nuclear, The Nuclear Threat Initiativaupdated April, 2018.

Accessed June 6, 201&tp://www.nti.org/learn/countries/syria/nuclear/
12 Ba'athPartyPioneergOrganization hunazzamat tala'i' ba'th), originally the Pioneers of the Ba'ath and the
Future Generatiorntgla'i' al'ba'th wa jil akmustaqgbd) is the party youth movement. Joseph Sassanatomy of
Authoritarianism in the Arab Republic€ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016, p. 45.
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'How wonderful that my beloved country is discussed on wo
TV, cried Walid happily, as he watched views and images o
Damascus and Ugarit.
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'What? It can't b€ shouted Walid in dismay, as he read a
translation denying the Syrian origin of the first alphabet whi
Uga_mt introduced to the world, and denying Damastaus oS el a8l i 30 R b
ancient roots ‘

’ - T o- 1. %2 )
Oe Ay cadlall Cagjle ) Leaadd q_;.\ w=9d)

aglegly  Blal
349 1STae 3l Fpemn. I gina e 113La -

'Could it be that such a big media organization makeb a Al L 32
mistake? And distorts the image of my country like this? Whi| 5.8 idie) s thss o Jasd Ja -
are they trying to gain from ths Ledan La 191388 galy 5)00m 5355 oy 103gS

—

Walid asked for help from his father, who advised tondo . | o T
researclusing relidole books from the city's librargscertain daaai 51 ally e el 3y calls

with evidence angroofand verification that Ugarit is the ARt e Gy gt Sy
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[Walid] decided to publish what hreadfound in the schotd

wall magazine, and send it via internet to that misleading me
organizationHe also posted it on Facebook pages and socia
media, so as to protecther people fronfialling into the trap of
the mediadeception .

National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p.48. ) A e S
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A veneer of normalcy in a time of catastrophe is also evident in the presentation of tourism.
Students learn about the beauty of the country and its attractions, but not aloosetdaand
disasters. For example, Palmyra's antiquities are shbhventavage and destruction of the
ancient site bySIS while using it for staged executions of Syrian soldiers and civilians, are not
mentioned irthe curriculum®?,

13 patrick J. Mcdonnell, "ISIS Militants Batter&yria's Ancient Palmyra, but Signs of Splendor still Stahds'
Angeles Timeslune 2, 2017.
Accessed June 8, 2018. http://www.latimes.com/world/middleedgt8gria-palmyraruins-2017story.html.
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Palmyra Antiquities

Tourism: Syria's Industry of the Future

Syria isblessed with beautiful and _ e ——
diverse naturé mountains, rivers, dygu A Jliad ol . dalgud]  Gudlad) o

deserts, enchanting forests and d0ZENS _ ————
mountainous summer resorts, a Mild, s aie s oy iy dos oo b e L L dpp i
wonderful climate, as well as Taly Ly Jas Lo 5290 ol adlgal g i) il gling cilial isad) g
archeological sites and cities. All these ' Agallal Galpud) Ayl e g
factorsmake it an important destination

onthe world map of tourism.

GeographyGrade 9, 2017 18,p. 173.

Packaging Reality

Thetextbooksattempt to shovthat Syria has been walking down the path of progress and
achievement over the past years, under the leadership of President Bashsadif The
importance of national dialogue is particularly emphasigkdwing just how much rhetoric and
reality clash in times like this.

In the following quotationnational dialogue" is a benign process. Yet issues such as
"corruption” and "fanaticism" as Wes facing "outside dangers" hint to the civil war conditions.

4 History, Grade 92017 18,p. 11, 34.
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National Dialogue

is the dialogue that occurs between sloasof a society taliscuss the political, economic
and social issuehat pertain taheirhomeland. National Dialogue é®nductedhrough
public andcivil societys institutions. Dialogue is essential for all societies, because it
strengthens the national fabric. It creates a response to the challenges which threaten
national resilience, such asrruption and fanaticis, anong others. Iguards against
outside dangers, such adtural and media attacks whiaktempt to destroy national

unity.

National Education Grade 9, 21 18,p. 61.

Not in the curriculum: The opposition's original

3-star flag. The armeapposition refused to

participate in Russisgsponsored Congress of

Syrian National Dialogue taking offence at the

event logo, which used the flag of Bashal-

laal RQa NBIXYS Ay ArAaztldizy

15 Oliver Carroll, "Russian Syria Peace Talks Achieve Littlehe Independendanuary 30, 2018.
Accessed June 8, 2018. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europeigyrimar-russiasochitalks-
assadavrov-protestsboycotta8186371.html.
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Syrian ldentity: Radical Arabism

The civil war exposed major fault line in the functioning and solidarity of Syrian society. How
did events combinand ultimatelyresult in thedeterioraion of the structure of a society and
ultimatelya cruel civil war?

A hint can be found irByria's school textbook addition to amodern authoritarian worldview
thatembodiesSyrian nationksm, one fing aradical parArabideology Assad's Syria educates
its children to live in a society thateéssentiallymodernbutbased on Arab solidarity to the
exclusion of otheethnic identitiesGender sensitivity is encouraged, religiosity is controlled and
limited, andethnic and confessional diversity are suppresElee beliefpersigs in amandateo
unite the AratHomelandinto a large and powerful state

The following setions will include aroverviewof how this authoritarian and monochromatic
identity dictates the view of Syria's friends and enenhirethe fifth sectionwe will see how
controlled religious and gender freedatrhomes taught. The lassection addressdise
dichotomy ofhow a regimethat practices and preaches radical ruthless violaisceeducates to
cherishinternational organizations atalve peacgasanabstratided.

National Symbols

National symbols are central to the definition of nationaltithem Syria, as seen in primary
grade textbooks. The common symbols (flag, anthem, and% st presented to children, and
emphasized as a part of their everyday life (school, family, friends).

The Syrian flagor the regime's flagj is introduced usig pictures and poems andsizen
everywheran the primary grade curriculum. No illustration of a school building can be found in
any textbook without a Syrian flag flying over it.

18 Socid Studies Grade 3Vol. 2, 2017 18, p. 45.
" The flag used by the Syrian rebels is the original Syrian(llag2a 59; 1961 80). The current flag was first
introduced as the flag of the 1988 United Arab Republic (Egypt and Syria represented by the two stars) and later
readopted by the Assad regiinel980. Both flags are symbolically committed to {mabism; colors denoting ¢h
Umayyad (white), Abbasid (black), Fatimid (green) and Hashemite (red)Ambi states. For the original/rebel
flag see "Free Syrian flag ifRefugeeCamp," PBS Learninlyledia, n.d

Accessed May 25, 201Bttps://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1603265\@ta/freesyrianflag-in-

refugeecampconflicts-syria/#.WwfGAOGFP X4.
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Social StudiesGrade 1, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 14

Whenchildren are taught about the five sensesnptit®nal flag is shown to illustrate teense
of sight

With my two eyes, | see the flags fluttering safely and
peacefully.

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 1, Vol. 2, 20771 18,

p. 92.
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The flag isconsidered a source of pride for children, encompassing their everyday life and
expressed in their daily activities.

| draw mom, | draw dad

In colors

| draw my flag over the mountain tops
| am an artist

18 Seemoreflags pp. 3234.
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Let me draw the light of the stars
Let me draw the dor of vineyards
| write a poem in colors
| am free
| am an artist

Suleiman Issa

My Beautiful Language: Arabi¢ Grade 1,Vol. 1, 2017 18, p. 77.

An Arabic Language textbodiegins with he SyrianNationalAnthem"Guardianof the
Homeland (Humat adDiyar) and teaches students how to behave in front of their flag.
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| stand in respect and appreciation of the Syrian national flag and celebrate it.
Arabic is My Language Grade 2 Vol. 1, 201718, p. 7.

The spirit of "Guardians of thdomeland can be appreciatdtom thispartialloosetranslation:

Defenders of our home,
Peace be upon you;

The proud spirits had
Refusedo subdue.

The lionrabode of Arabism,
A hallowed sanctuary;

The seat of the stars,

An inviolable preserve.
Our hopes and our hesg,
Are entwined with the flag,
Which unites our country. .*°

Theoriginal Arabiclanguageanthem praises martyrdom a@adcouragegiving one's blood and
sacrifice in battleWhile not elaborated in thirade2 textbook it is worth noting that the

9 proAssad's Syrian Friendship Association websitd.
Accessed May 24, 2018ttp://syrianfriendshipassociation.org/National_Anthem/National_Anthem.html
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wordingof the Syrian anthem is pairab. "The lion-abode of Arabism" is described as "holy
house'(bayt haran), suggesting that secular Arabism leads over Islam, centeMddna(al-
bayt atHaram,the holy house). Two heroasementionedthe Umayyad @liph (Al-Walid ibn

Abd aI-ZI(\)AaIik) andthe Abbasid Caliph(Harun AlFRashid, both symbd of Arab empiresat their
height:
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In your opinion, why do the camp children staedpectfullyas the Arab Syrian flag is
raised and the national anthem of the Arab Syrian Republic is played?

Social StudiesGrade 1,Vol. 2,2017%18, p. 35.

In a chapter entitled "Symbols of the Homeland Bring us Toggtier first symbol presented is

that of Syrian President Bashar-Alssad his name is not givebut students are expected to
know it.
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2 Arabic is My LanguageGrade 2, Vol. 1, 204718, p. 7.
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The President of the Arab Syrian Republids an ArabSyrian citizen, elected by the
people, working day and night to ensure security and stability, safeguarding the interests
of the people and the homeland.

The President of the Arab Syrian Republic is onthehational symbols. Our president

istééééeééeéée
Social StudiesGrade 3 Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 43.

The current prsidencygstablishedhrough fathetsson succession, is depicted as a positive and

necessaryrend.
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Final Evaluation

On November 16 we celebratee anniversary of the Correctiidovementthe 1970
bloodlesscoup d'étatand its aftermath]ed bythe founding leadddafez AFAssad to
chartthe milestones of modern Syria. If we loaead of ufor a moment, we will find
many vitalprojectswhich havebeenspreadacrosgshe countyd east to westerhaps
this short contemptionwill enable us to notice thfeuits of themarchtoward
development and modernity, led by our beloved leader Bashas#dd.

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 5, Vol. 1,2017 18, p. 87.

Syrian Army

The Syrian Armed Forces, loyal to the Assad regime, are accorded much love and respect in the
Syrian curriculumA grade3 social studieshapter entitled "My Homeland" begins watfull-
pageillustrationof a soldier surrounded by heariEhe soldierplacing his hand over his heart,

wears a badge shaped like the map of Syria.
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[

Social StudiesGrade 3,Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 41.

A similar grade 4chapter begins with a lesstitted: "Guardians otheHomelandd the name of
the SyrianNationalAnthemoftenapplied to theank and file of th&yrian armyin contexts such
as Armed Forces D&Y.
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[Mazen, a boy:]Why is the plane droppingaper scrap’
[Mazen'sFather] "It is August 1, Guardiansf my Homeland Holiday
Mazenpicked up a papescrapand read:
'We continue to beommitted to the pledgéully prepared tgrotect youf

The Arab Syrian Army
Social StudiesGrade 4 Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 46.

% No Author, "Syria Celebrates the 70th Anniversary of the Establishment of the' fmabic), Al-Watan
August 1, 2015Accessed May 24, 201Bttp://alwatan.sy/archives/13600.
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This passagseems to suggeatdistinction between those who remain loyal as opposed to those
who deserted fronthe army to join the rebels, thus breaking their pledge of allegidhee.
variousbranche®f the army are presented, emphasizing the defensive nature of the Syrian
military forces
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| will properly complete the blanks, to familiarize myself with the branches of the Arab
Syrian Army:

Ground Forced responsibldor protecting land borders.
[Naval]. € éé. Force® responsible for protecting sea borders.

[Air]é € . é. Forcesd responsible for protecting the homeland's skies.
Social StudiesGrade 4,Vol. 2,2017 18,p. 47.

An illustration entitled'Personalities from my Homelahdhowsa boy sitting in front of a
computer, thinking about Syri@n the screerbattle scenes artd/o national personalitie§The
Immortal LeaderHafez AFAssad? (Bashar's fathe@nd Yusuf AtAzma, Minister of War who
commanded Syrian forces against the French invasitiie 1920Battle of MaysalunThe
centralityof the armed forces and Assad dynasty is evjdeistthe Assad dynasbynot the

rebel® thatis the legitimate inheritor of thgenune Syrian army and tHeeroicfoundng

fathersof Syria. The war against theurrentuprising is not mentionedhut martyrdom and
sacrifice are instilled in the context of thprisings against the French and hope for taking back
the Golan.

% Arabic is My LanguageGrade 3, Vol. 2, 201718, p. 28.
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Arabic is My LanguageGrade 2 Vol. 1,2017 18, p. 59.

Syria'sindependence dEvacuation Daythe end of thd-rench mandaten April 17,1949 is
presented to children, as portraits of Presi@asharAl-Assad and flags of Syria and Palestine
hang above their heads. The téxhich followsthe picture)includes

—

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 3,Vol. 2, 2017 18, p. 27.

Youd my childrer® enjoy this country with safety and Igwsou livein the era of
independence, the era of freedom, but yowgfatherdought the colonizer, sacrificed
their pure blood for the homeland, and offered martyrs to libétratelet us all greet the
martyrd

It was a marvelous day, a day we will never fodg&pril 17, the anniversary of the
French colonialist eva@ation from our country in 1946. Is there a day greater than this?
We were so happy on that day! How | wish for the day when wdiléliateour beloved
Golan!

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 3, Vol. 2, 201718, pp.28.
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Defense is a priority since Syria ist&get of colonial powers in all their fortt& Students are
called to individually participate in defending Syfiae regime)The Syrian armys central,
legitimate and serving the people
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1 Eachof us hasisrole in defending Syria and guarding its security stadbility.

1 Thearmyandarmedforcesare a national institution, responsible for defending the
integrity and territorial sovereignty tiie homelandtheyserve the people's interests,
protecting its gals and national security.

Social StudiesGrade 6,Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 54.

National Affiliation and Patriotism

Poems and school activities are presented and suggested, emphasizirggdhehitdren in
Syria's futureA poem andllustration opens the chapter "Childrén

We have come, we have come

We build the homeland.

We are the next rising dawn

We are thenext splendid generation.

% 3ocial StudiesGrade 6, Vol. 2, 20128, p. 54.
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We build the homeland
And it lives within us.

My Beautiful Language: Arabi¢ Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2017 18, p. 61.

Children are asked to create a group project which includes information they have learned about
Syria. This image illustrates examples of such projects.

Social StudiesGrade 1, Vol. 2,2017 18,p. 47.

A chapterentitled "Affiliation and Citizenshig' which is divided into four chaptersBeautiful
Languagé, "My School; "My Homeland and"Children; opens with the following image and
explanation

My home, my school, my countyall are my homeland.
V As | growolder, my love for my homeland grows more and
& more in my heart.
1 My Beautiful Language: Arabi¢ Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2017
Y e 18, p. 24.

34



TIWPACT se

National affiliation is considered more important than any other affiliation a Syrian may be
committed to The definition of ational affiliation is accompanied by a photo of a military
ceremony, emphasizing the importance of the Syrian &orthyis priority.

National Education Grade 9 201718, p. 10.

A wide range of social, political, intellectual and religi@fBliations are formed in the

life of the individua] affecting his path and behavior. The individual's sense of belonging
begins with small circles that extend from the family and group of friandsolleagues
atthe school and local communityuntil it reaches wider circles suelsnational

[watan] pan-Arab [gawm] affiliations.

It is here that a bond is being formed between the citizen to his homielaedng

above clan and tribal relations. This bond is expressed in the commitment of the
individual to the national values that he embraces, and that are appreciated by all sons of
the homeland.

National Education Grade 9 2017 18, p. 10.

Syrian textbooks highlight the country's geographic importance, a source of pride, yet something
which has alwayplaced it in danger, over the course of history.
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Svria: Importance of Locale: Ingenuity of People

Syria'sgeographic location hdseen ofvital importancesince ancient timesisreflected
by its ancient civilization an@ctivities ofthe peoples thatiwelled throughouthe landin
ancient times until the preseithis contributed tanakingSyriathe covetedobject of
conquest tonvaders and colonialism.

Geographyof the Arab Homeland and SyriaGrade 9 201718, p. 19.

It is worth noting that Syrigs seeras a land endowed with "speqgedwers' making its
inhabitants and peoples important and ingenious. There is no effort here to Arabize ancient
peoples and civilization®evertheless, ashown in the followinggegmentferventArabism or
pantArabism is central to the Syrian identity.

Pan-Arabism

While instilling a healthy sense of Syrian nationalism, the curriculuotaly committed to
pan-Arabism, a worldviewaccording to which all Arabs form one indivisible nation. According
to this folkish(ethnenationalistic)view, all Arab countrie@ndother territories seen as "Arab,"
should have beénand will one dayed oneterritorial political unit. Current bordeese

artificial, a corollary of imperialistic schemes

Colonial Greed has Changed the Borders and Fragmented the Arab Homeland

The current political borders of the Aredlmmelanddo not matchts naturalborders.
These bordersustainednany excesses by néigoring countries, in addition to artificial
borderscharted by the colonial poweasnongthe [Arab Homelands existing countries
How do you think yodwe] couldget rid oftheseartificial borders?

Geographyof the Arab Homeland and SyriaGrade 9 201718, p. 19.

The curriculumattempts to justify the unification dfvo contradiobry conceptsthat ofSyria as
one national entity and TH&rab Homelantl as another. One bridging scenario is the division
of the"Arab Homeland into severregions &galim), in which a Greater Syriar the Levant
(Bilad al-Shan) is evident.There is © room for norArab polities in Greater Syria or elsewhere
in the"Arab Homeland. Israel andTurkish) Alexandretta form part of this dream.
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Geographyof the Arab Homeland and SyrigGrade 9 2017 18, p.24.

Another wayto square the circles for Syriansto retainboth imagined identititeS.he following
textbook page fogradel features twaombinedmaps One, asomewhat largetSyriaPropef
(including Turkish Alexandretta and the Israeli Golatthin an "Arab Homeland" context
anothey"SyriaPropel andneighboring countries: Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine (instead of

Israel) and Lbanon. The implicit recognition of Lebanon in this mapdsobvious* There is
no "Greater Syriain thisconcept

24 syria, which withdrew its forces from Lebanon after ay2@r presence in 2005, opened an embassy in Beirut
only in 2008 without naming an ambassador. "Lebanon Opens Embassy in ByeidNational Mar 16, 2009.
Accessed May 28, 2018Bttps://www.thenatinal.ae/world/mena/lebanapensembassyin-syria1.557337
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The Arab Syrian Rephlic is considered part of oureat"Arab Homeland; overlooking
the Mediterranean Seathe west.

Social StudiesGrade 1, Vol. 2,2017 18, p. 30.

Determine the locatioaf your homeland Syria, in relation to the Arab homeland and the
world.
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Social StudiesGrade 4,Vol. 1, 20171 18, p. 63.
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Note that Spain, the former Ardblamic Al-Andalus, is not included in the "Arab Homeland,"
but Israel(Palestingis representedasis Turkey's Alexandretta.

Turkish areas and all of Israel are included in all "Arab Homeland" (sepsmore in the next
section$. It goes without saying that Kurdish or other prab entities are nateenin the maps.
In othercasesthe larger Turlsh areas argshown.
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Map 18: Soil Spread in the Arab Homeland
Geography of the Arab Homeland and the Worl@rade 12 2017 18, p. 5Q

10°N

Sometimesa smaller version includingnly Alexandretta, but not other Turkish areas, are
shown agart of the imaginetiArab Homeland'
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Map of Climate Areas in the Arab Homeland

Geographyof the Arab Homeland and SyrigGrade 9 2017 18, p.36.

The affiliation with the "Arab Homeland" is specific and widespread. Here inaagpsesented
as part of théArab Homelantl from ageographytextbook:
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A View of Gibraltar Straits from Spacéabal Tarej
Geography of the Arab Homeland and Syri@rade 9 2017 18, p.16.

Images of religious sites in tH&rab Homeland'

The Ka'ba in Saudi Arabia. The Holy Sepulcher
i b sl g (8) Eupel Fptgnad) Rp) AShadl B A5l Sl (3) Gyl and AFAgsa Mosque in Palestine (hndsrael)

Ol i ) spl (5) )

Geography of the Arab Homeland and Syri@rade 9 2017 18, p.16.
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Thepeople of Syriarepartof the Arab Nation

[The peoplexercisesovereignty within the framework and limits stipulated by the
constitution, andorm part of the AratNation

National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 57.

Syrians are defined by the pride they take in tbeimtry and their paArabism, as shown in the
following example:

(oA )
ppmainad) o il iy SU AR S oGy il tlagy el oLl
Leand e3le) o Ly 52 013 Ly S 2 5 54‘3 Al ) sl ) Sl f Jndy
' Ny Uy 5 A 2850820 e o 206 el e 3
€25 3o iy g5 B AR i -

The Sonof Syria

Two things | cherishmy homelandand myArabism How proudwere thesons of my
homeland for their victory over the colonialists, thanks to thosehalddeemartyred
in its cause. The son of Syria was and stilridentto promote its fame in evefield. Be
ardentto take part in its development and progress.

How will you contribute to the development of your homeland Syria?
Arabic is My LanguageGrade 5, Vol. 1, 2017 18, p. 87.

The Syrian curriculundlistinguishedetweerandsimultaneouslgombines Syriancountry
centerechationalismand paprArabism.The cause of this unnatural dual#gcording to the
curriculumis colonialism
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In naturalconditions andistorical development, a natiborms one national independent
sovereign state, such as Germany or Frandhese casesationalismandpan
nationalismare overlappingThere are mangations however that colonialism
weakeredby dividing them.So, petty states were formedachindependat of the other.
The governmeistof [these petty stateghhancedheir countrycenterechationalism

This ledto the rise of pamational movementjgn these nationskstrugglingfor freedom
from colonialism ando createonepannational state, which wouldcludethe people of
all thesestatesn one united territorygsis the case ahe ArabHomeland).

National Education Grade 9, 2017i 18, p. 37.

Arabic plays a key role in Syrian identigynatural component of asggment othe Arab

Nation Syria hasn overwhelming majority of Arabic speakers. We did not identifySyman
Kurdish (Kurmaniji), Turkish or Aramaicteaching, either asfirst or second language, although
the ethndinguistic Kurdish minority is larg& forming about 1@ercent of the populatioithe
numbersf Turkmen andAssyrians is also significant.

Zaki Al-Arsuzi, one of the Bath party founders, is quoted
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The language is the spirit and life of fAgab] Nation. It maintains the positicf the
[Arab] Nation's axis and pillaand formgts most importanelement

National Education Grade 9,2017 18, p. 37.

Syria still sees itself as leader of the #fab cause, fighting tirelessly for its realization, and
considers former failed attempts as reasons to continue pursuing this goal

% gyria's Kurds are estimated at two million, Turkmen atidlZmillion and Assyrians 0.9 to 1.2 million. "Syria
Population 2018,World Population Review

Accessed May 28, 201Bttp://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sypapulation/
The Assyrians' ethnic language is the Assyrian-Neaimaic dialect. Another Syrian dialect, the Western-Neo
Aramaic, tas been identified as the last of the Western Aramaic languages in use. It has speakers in the three Syrian
villages of Ma'loula, Bakh'a, and Jubb'adin, located about tfiitymiles northeast of Damasciditor, "What
Languages Are Spoken In Syria®orld Atlas, nd.

Accessed June 7, 2018. https://www.worldatlas.com/articleshahgtuagesre spokenin-syria.html.
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Syria's LeadingRolein Achieving Arab Solidarity :

Syria hasalways emphasized the need for achieving Arab unity. It achieved its first
unifying experiment with Egypt in 1958 nited Arab Republic]as well as additional
attemptsat uniting with a number ofArab countries: the TripolCharterof 1970

including Syria, Egypt, Libya and Sudzfi the Federation of Arab RepublifiSAR] in
April 18, 1971with Syria, Egypt and Libyahe Charter for Joint National Action
between Syria and Iraq in 197&hdthe SyrianLibyan Unity State Projech 1980. In
addition, Syria called for solidarity viitthe Arab countries, whiainaterialized on the
groundin the Tishrin War of LiberationYom Kippur War, 1973]and provided every
means of possible assistance to the Arab Resistance in LebanonnPaledtiraq. Syria
carriesa great burden and faces many pressures in leading therglapositions.

National Education Grade 9 2017 18, p. 68.

The students learn to be proud of Syria's assistance to terror gtabpsgdhere "Arab
Resistance,lh Lebanon, Palestine and Iraq.

Ancient Origins

The topic of the ancient origins of Syrigogesented in a new 2018 history textbook entitled
Ancient SyriaThe students are taught about the cultures which inhabited Syria in ancient times.
These ancient cultures are considered to be the ancestors of the Syriaatppaople.

Examples focus on contemporary Syria &isb includeVlesopotamia and Egypt

% The Tripoli Charter was signed December 27, 1969. Peter K. Bechtold, "New Attempts at Arab Cooperation: The
Federation of Arab Republic$971-?" Middle East JournalVol. 27, No. 2 (Spring, 1973), pp. 1522; alsop. 151.
"In Lebanon alone, Syria supported Hezbollah and other terrorist organizations, was involved in assassinations of
Druze leader Kamal Jumblatt in 1977 and Prime MiniRfic Hariri in 2005 as well as in the Tel Zaatar and other
massacres.
2 Comprising the Mari Kingdom, Yabrud cave dwellers, Mureybet culture, Tell Abu Hureyra (first agriculturalists),
Urkesh, IblaAmorites, Palmyrenes, Arameans, people of Ugakkadians, Sumerians, Babylonians, Phoenicians
CanaanitesAncient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, pp. 1819, 43, 99100, 10407.
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While the text does reféo "our ancestors" and "our cultural origirfs,the methodology applied

is advanced and scientific. Students learn how knowledge is gathered and reconstructed, the
meaning of periodization, context, historical eveatsl a varist of sociological, cultural and
anthropological considerations such as gender roles and the customs of various peoples and
cultures. There is no overt effort toward Arabization of ancient cultures. Nevertheless, one can
find current narratives disguisedthin thetextbook for examplediscussing ancient cultures
residing in the "Arab Homeland." Much emphasis is given to freddomomenin ancient,

Syria and Egypt’

The curriculum authors adnthey"relied on the social and cultural constituents of the Syrian
Arab Republic: The textbook takes into account the participation of the local community and
parents in its developmetit

The added messaging appears to include two main layers. One relates b dediniity and
political culture. The other reflects perhaps current thought as regards friends and foes in the
postcivil war era.

The textbooks encourage dignity in being a Syrian; social activism such as mutual help and
volunteering; pride in a tradatn of equal rights for women in Syria as the land of religions and,
as a corollary, religious tolerance; the importance of entertainment such as theater; and
understanding ancient symbols now used as national symbols (e.g., the Syriaff eagle).

One shouldote the abundance of mythological, polytheistic and reultural messaging

within a general paradigm arguing that Syrian and other Middle Eastern odilppaigscularly in
Egyp® used to be open and liberal. This state of affairs took a turn for the witinsthe Greek
and Roman "occupation,"” but principles of equality and openness were reintroduced by the
monotheistic religions, namely Christianity and Isi&m.

This leads us to the second layer, projection from the past to the future. While as mentioned
earlier, the text is generally high quality and instructive, some civilization/empires arebgiod,
othes bring unwanted'occupation.” Then there are thaseilizations which are&eompletely(or
almost completelyignored.

Those consideredood civilizatons argpartof the current Arab worldgspeciallySyria, but with
a great deal gbositive attention given to ancient Egyphe"evil" empires are the Persians,
Greels and RomandDownplayed or ignoredltogether are the cultwwef Anatolia

2 "Who are our ancestorajfladung? i.e., our cultural origins;Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, p. 15.
This is acareful phrasing, which avoids Arabization of {isgamic civilizations, yet also creates regioased
continuity.
% Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, pp. 2425, 27
3L Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, p. 5.
32 Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, p. 30.
3 Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, pp. 3233,100.
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(contemporaryfurkey)and the Israelitesontemporarysrael), with little attention given to the
Canaaniteforming part of the'Arab Homeland,and Greater Syria. The invention of the
alphabet, for example, is accorded to the "puhgian” Ugarit civilzation, notPhoeniciangn
contact with Egyptasscholargypically would have i Similarly, agricultures taught to have
bequnin Syria, everthough historical data are mareanced®

Most interestings the favorite view of th&yrianEgyptian and Egyptia®yrian ancient
empires, perhaps suggesting a hope for renewing the Sygigotian alliance of classical pan
Arabism.

Who are our ancestorsor our cultural origins?

»
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Relief of a woman from Palmyra
(137CE PalmyraMuseum

Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 201718, p. 15.

%K. Lake, and R. Blake, "The Serabit InscriptiohsThe Rediscovery of the Inscriptionsiarvard Theological
Review Vol. 21, No. 1 (Jan. 1928): ppi §; Frank M. Cross"Th&volution of the ProteCanaanite
Alphabet."Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Reseahtty 134 (1954): pp. 124;
Gordon J. HamiltonThe Origins of the West Semitic Alphabet in Egyptian Sdfgeshington DC, Catholic
Biblical Association ®America, 2006): pp. 3:21; Orly Goldwasser, "How the Alphabet was Born from
Hieroglyphs,"Biblical Archaeology Revie2010).
% Rhitu Chatterjee"Where Did Agriculture Begin? Oh Boy, It's ComplicatedPR July 15,2016.
Accessedlunel, 2018.https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/07/15/485722228/witieragriculture
beginoh-boy-its-complicated
"The Developmenbf Agriculture: The FarmingRevolution,"National Geographi¢ 2018.
Accessedunel, 2018.https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/developogagriculture/
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Prelslamic civilizations are neither Arabized nor described as ignorant, primitive or barbaric.
Yet ancient dwellers of Syria seaimautomaticallyacquire the trait ofbeing Syriar. Syrian
textbooks acknowledge the polytheistic nature of the people of those times, which later
developed itbo monotheisticdr as inArabic: "heavenly") religions.
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Spreadof the Heavenly Religions

The Syrians believed ithe existence of a chief god and other gods in his service. This
belief established the foundation of their ultimate acceptance of monotheism, which was
brought about by the heavenBligions

Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 33.

The achievements of the people who inhabited Syria in ancient times are considered part of
Syrian history. They later contributed to the advancement of the Islamic dynasties
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Syria and its Achievements

Agriculture was discovered in Syria, as people shifted fitmnting life to stability. The
alphabet was invented, which made communication with others easier and became the
bas of all languages of the worlbdecause its letters are clear and their nunsbemall.

And despite the Roman aBgzantineoccupation® from 64 BCH 636 CE,many Syrian
scientistsand thinkers excelle@heSchool of Edessa in Antakya [now in Turkeyds

% Note the juxtaposition dfRoman and Byzantine occupations" with the Arab "conquest." The positive word for
conquestfath, istypically appliedto Islam, but here the conquest is ethnic Arab. Similarly, the translation
movement was mainly Christian with some Jews and others al$cifegting, but here it is described as Syrian. So,
the curriculum combinethe dual identity of belonging to the territory of Syria and belonging to the ethnic Arab
affiliation.
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established. Thusftar the Arabconquestthe Syrians contributed to tfi@undation of

the Umayyad state by establishing the state's institytioimging Arab coins and taking
part in the scientific and intellectual renaissance of the Abbasid Bhasewas preceded
by the establishmern Baghdadof the House of WisdonBay Al-Hikma), in 813 CE,
due to their interest in all intellectuddmains engineering, medicine and literature, and
their translation of books from Syriac and Greek to Arabic.

Social StudiesGrade 5, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 61.

Strategic Positioning: Friends and Competitors

This section will focus osyria's future by learning how thextgenerations taughtabout the
country's friends andompetitors, including thosavolved in the civil wamwho support the
regime Russia, lan and HezbollalEgyp) andone that is clearlin opposition(Turkey).

We already know at this stage that Assad's Syaagihoroughlyeducatedn panArabism,
envisaging the unification of all Arab countries with one etlmguistic culture ruling spreme
and with territory nowcomprisingother countries. We also know that unlike Islamism, Syrian
Arabism has limits. Not all the world should become Ard&ut no norArab should rulehe
Arab.

Russia

TheRussia Federation and tHeSSRthatpreceded jthas been Syria's most consistent and
long-standing allysince its independence in 194d recent yeardRussia with Iran,hasbecome
a full partner oBashar AtAssad's regime in the civil war.

Syrian history textbook&eaturepro-Soviet and praRussia historiographyln terms of gender
general culture, secularism and political culfssad's curriculum shares much in common

with Russiargoals Assad's Arabism, like Putin's Russia, envisages one vast, powerful homeland
connected by one language, itegeandscientific attitude to life anéhith. Both cover about 10
percent of the globe, but not all of it. Both are authoritarian, but not totalitarian, intrusive and
limitless. They do not aim at conquering the entire world and are thedztoratically different

from Islamisn® of the KhomeinistShiite and the Sunni Muslim Brethren/Saligfiadi typed or,

for that matter, of the Communist International (Comintern).

An indication of the growing Russian influence on the Syrian educational sigsteenin the

2014 15 curriculumwhenthe Russian language was introduced to Syrian schools as a second
foreign language from the sevemfade onoffering students a choideetweernFrench or

Russian. Statistics show that oven thousandtudents irmore tharmone hundredchools have
chosen to study Russian, and the numbers keep increasing. It is safe to say that there is more
demand for the Russian language in Syria right now than guelents who choose Russian can
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continue studying at Damascus Ugiisity and in Russid.he textbooks are a result of close
cooperation between the universities of Moscow and Damascus where Russian native speakers
also teach!

First, it is interesting to see the Syrian presentation of the Soviet regime, and its te¢odm=sty
a positive light on the Soviet erBhese areonditionsabout which the Syrian curriculum usually
expresses opposition, but maith Russia. The era of the USSR is presented as a time of total
prosperity in all areas of life
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We shallbecome acquainted withe reality ofRussia prior to the Communist

Revolution, and the causes which led to its political, economic, sociahtatidctual

renaissance, from World War | until the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the
establishment of thRussian Federation in 1991.
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History, Grade 8, 2017 18, p. 98.

The Socialist Revolution in Russlaroke outin order to confront the imperial reganit
declared the establishment of the first socialist country in.J9h& Revolution] was
based on theule of the workers anthe peasants, and it had a gloibgbact, as it
supportechational liberation movements.

History of the Modern and Contemporary Worl@&Grade 11, 2017 18, p. 168.

37 Svetlana Smetanin4There is More Demand for the Russian Language in Syria Right Now than Ever Before,"
Russkiy Mir June 22, 2017.
Accessed June 9, 2018. https://russkiymir.ru/en/publications/226358/;
"l wdtdd dzOMmMlstswh d?2 BEA d20 dL kzyd daphthésHugympttiedRissiant + ¢ O, " (|
Language)Russia 24May 4, 2014.
Accessed June 9, 2018. https://rutube.ru/video/d552da658bf538502461a523958ff0cd/;
Anti-Assad outlets confirm the information but criticize the Russianization of SRussian Language in the
Schools of Syria: The Last Prostrating of the Assad's Regioreht News (Arabic) January 1, 2014.
Accessed June 9, 2018ttp://www.orient -news.net/ar/news_show/7064
Omar alShaykh, "The Russian Language in its Syrian HorAeéArabi AFJadid (Arabic), August 21, 2016.
Accessed June 9, 2018. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/culture/2016/8520/H-f HaFTy Y B D FOBF
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Stalin is mentioned only once in Syrian history textbooks. He is miex$@s a controversial
figure in Russian history, but without mentioning the reasons for this, nor any action ascribed to
him.
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Joseph Stalin ruled the largest country in the worldHioty-oneyears,and the Stalinist
era still arouses greabntroversy in Russian society, after more than half a century has
passed since it ended. Jas&ialin was born in Decembet, 21879 in Georgia to

peasant parents. When he reached the afifée@in, Stalin came in contact with secret
Marxist circles. Afer four yearshe joined the first socialist organization in Georgia, and
at that time started reading the first articles and essays about LeninpStatipated in
secrefpolitical work for tenyears and died in 1953.

History of the Modern andContemporary WorldGrade 11, 201718, p. 171.

The West is blamed for the USSR's fate, thwarting Gorbachev's plan to reconstruct the country.
While Western countries adkibbed'imperialist' (or "colonialist), the Sovies neverreceive
thislabel
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Gorbachewook over the leadership of the state and par#y988, and aspired to
implement gplan of economic, social and ideological reconstruction. However, the
imperialistic countriesonspired againshe destiny of theSoviet Unionand took
advantag of theadministrative corruption artie circumstances of multiple
nationalities, leading to its dissolution in 1991 and the establishment of the Russian
Federation in its place.

History, Grade 8, 2017 18, pp. 99 100.
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The affinity for Russia may be segeographicallyas well.Russia ¢omprisingllpercentof the
earth's landmajsnd thgimagined)'Arab Homeland (covering 1Qpercent)areviewed by the
curriculum aghe world's two largest countries
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Chart 1: The Arab Homeland's Area in the Woifd.

The chart shows th#te"Arab Homelantlis portrayed as a country. The European Union, for
example, is not included in this chart; only countries, chief among them Rusgiar¢&htin

blue) and théArab Homelanti (10 percentin dark purple) followedby (clockwisg Canada, the
US, China, Brazil, Australia, India and thestof theworld (46 perceny.

The Russian language textboakslude many popular poems and short stories from the Soviet
Union erl. The curriculum offereomparisons witpast and currer&yrian frames of reference
like flags, crafts, folk history and values like gender equality.

®¢

&
dnar
Russian LanguageGrade 7, 2017 18, p. 13.

3 Geography of the Arab Homeland and the WoBdade 12, 20178, p. 12.
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Typical Russian culture items are widespread

370 MaTpEéLUKa - U3BECTHBbI
PYCCKWI CyBEHMP.
MHe HpaBUTCA 3TOT CyBEHUP.

This ismatryoshk#& a famous Russian souvenir. | loWes souvenir.
Russian LanguageGrade 9, 2017 18, p. 50.

And so areRussiarrole models, such as the figismonauytYuri Gagarin

Kpuii Anekcéesuny FarapuH-
(1934-1968)
NépBbIii KOCMOHABT.

Yuri AlekseyevichGagarin (193%68). the firstcosmonaut
Russian LanguageGrade 9, 2017 18, p. 83.

There areexercissin which students are asked to weteswers to the question of where
he/shé&hey are goingsuch as to a movie theater, a sporting event or to a compHrer. images
includethe Russian countryside or Russian flags

3TO KUHOTEATP. 370 cTaandH. 3TO KOMMAHUA.

This is a movie thater. This is a [sports] stadium. This is a company.
Russian LanguageGrade 8, 2017 18, pp. 65 66.

51



TIWPACT se

Gender issues follow secular norm&ymen are shown wearing modern clothing and working in
modern professions.

HypHanucr (sis<) paboTaer 8
rasére.

KOHOMHCT (s2-<31) pabdTaer 8
6aHke.

Mpenogasatent (wsll)
paboTaeT B yHuBepcuTéTe.

Russian LanguageGrade 7, 2017 18, p. 62.
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Apart from the Russian language curriculum and history textbooks, other activities such as that
of theBa'ath Party Pioneers Organizatioear closeness to Soviet and Russian cuffure

Young Soviet Pioneers durir@ld War era®

%9 Screenshot from a Ba'ath PaRipneers ceremony in a Syrian elementary school. Published by Anmar,Chasib
Dec 4, 2014

Accessed June 7, 2018tps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3]Kx7HKA.
“OVoices from Russia (https://02varvara.wordpress.com/?s=soviet+pioneers), May 2014,
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Russian, Soviet and Syrian flags in a drawing exhibitidbamascus.

LS. T 1 —

Exhibition of Drawings by Syrian Studefits

Iran

The Syrian curriculum as a whole revolves aros@culapanArabismd not Islan® with

emphasis on Syria's independenighoughIslam is part othe culture panArabism is

everything leaving no room focompromiseThe Islambeing taught is based on the Sunni
tradition, not Shiite or otherwise. While Islamist Iran and its subordinate Shiite militias are
fighting alongside the regime in the ciwhr and while the Assad regime and Tehran's "Holy
Regimé have been strong allies for four decades, the curriculum's treatment of Iran is lukewarm
at best.

Revolutionary culture and enmity for the West and Israel present a partial common denominator,
as des regime survival and strategic needs. But the thrust of Syrian educatiaecular pan
Arabism) leaves little room for a genuine affinity between the two regimes, let alone the two
peoples.

The Khomeini Revolution

The Iranian Revolution df97% theself-described Islamic Revolutidnis seen by Islamistss
an importanandsuccessful uprising @ people againsinoppressive regimd.he following

Accessedlune 8, 2018. https://02varvara.files.wordpress.com/2014/@ali8tpioneers05-25-05-14.jpg.
“1 Svetlana Smetanina, "There is More Demand for the Russian Language in Syria Right Now than Ever Before,"
Russkiy Mir June 22, 2017.

Accessed June 9, 2011&tps://russkiymir.ru/en/publications/226358/.
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paragraph is part offaur-page chapter on Iranian modern history revolving around the
revolution it is filled with antrAmerican and antZionist hypabole Thetextbooksalso

highlight Iran's support dtertain] Arab countries and the Palestinian isauth virulent

oppostion to Israel. The Iranian regime is presented as one which brought a positive change to
the Iranian people in terms of technology and industry, inclutpegceful nuclearcapability.
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The Removal of the Shah and the Emergence of the Republic in Iran

ThelslamicIranian Revolution is considered to be one of the most important edfents
the second half of the twentieth centuryhe Suthwest Asiaegion The[Revolution]
freed the Iranian peopfeom tyranny, oppression and subordination to foreign powers
and openedbr it broad horizos of developmen This became a turning point on both
ideological and political levels.

History of the Modern and Contemporary WorlGrade 11, 2017 18, p. 206.

The above text refers to th&duthwest Asiaegion,” being directly impacted by the "Islamic

Iranian Revolutiort' It may be that thisinfamiliartermis meanto barelyplacesome distance
between Iran and Synastudents. The mdpelowis a world map witmo particular relation

between Iran and Syria (or the Arab world); no map of Southwesigysiavided. Typically

and extensively, the Syrian textbooks refer to Syria as part of the "Arab Homeland," which never
includes Turkey and IraThe ruleis thatSyria belongs with the purely Arab "Arab Homeland"
region. However, Wat is commonly referred to as@8hwest Asiaappears once in a textbook

under a different title"Land of the Five Se&dhis area, karedalso byTurkey, Iran and the

Southern Caucasuserves as the exceptioto the rule,imparting Syria with Mediterranean and
Southwest Asian commonalitiisatare apparent in theuperimposeeéllipses.
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Map 2: Syria's Locatiowithin the Five Sed’
The Land of the Five Sedise Mediterranearbea Black Sea, Caspidea Indian Ocean and

Red Seagncompasses the area knowrsasthwest Asia.
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B North Africa [lSouthwest Asia [Central Asia
Not from the Curriculum: Southwest Asia Regf‘Sn

The Shah's regime is epared to Israel, as a means of showing how easy it can be it to
overthrow an oppressive regime

“2 Geography of the Arab Homeland and the WoBdade 12, 20118, p. 138.
3 3outhwest Asia and North AfricayWorld Geography
Accessed June 11, 2Q1#8tp://maxworldgeography.weebly.com/asia-n-africa.html.
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On the regional and global levelsiranbegan contributing to the economic and political
development of the area, and joined the Shanghai Coope@xiamization to limit
concers regarding security and military threats in the region. After the revolution, Iran
became one of the biggest supporters ofAttady Palestinian people anaade their cause
a central issue for Iran and for all Muslims. To Irdng presence of the Zionist Entity in
Palestine creas danger to Arabs and Muslims.

(In box): The Islamielranian Revolution proved that if nations embrace their own will
and enter the fields gihad, sacrificing livesthey will undoubtedly be victorigs. The
Zionist Entity is not a larger force than the Shah's regime, swetygossible to
eliminateit.

History of the Modern and Contemporary Worl@Grade 11, 2017 18, p. 208.

Iran is presented here as enabler of the destruction of Israel, ancaheaeloome guest and
partner. Yet, the naning of the following may include a subversive messggan] joined the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization to limit conseegarding security and military threats in
the region."The Shanghai Cooperation Orgaation isnot part of the Middle East region (and
Iran is only an observer statetlratorganization. So how does this "limit conceragarding
security and military threats in tlikliddle East region? This may indicate carelesgiting or
in fact couldhave been cleverly crafte@hile Iran is a partner fgrhad and harming Israel,
essentiallyit belongs elsewhere and should not outstay its welcome.

The curriculum portrayban aspowerful, advanced and having space and nuclear capabilities,
but also eemies of its own.
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(Iran) developed its heavy industry (automobiles, ships, and weapons) and entered the
realm of space technology wheratinchedts first locally madesatellite "Omid" It
developed nuclear reactors for peaceful objectives, which raised the intensity of tension
with the US and its allies, particularly the Zionist Entity.
History of the Modern and Contemporary WorlGrade 11, 2017 18, p. 209.
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The Syrian curriculum describes t8au'ubiyyanovement within Islanduring theAbbasd era.
The Shu'ubiyyavas considered by Western scholars and Arab nationalists as a Persian
movement within Islam having an ethnooltural antiArab slant. This seems be the attitude

of the present curriculum. Recent research in both the West and the Muslim world question

whether such a movement ever existed and if so, what were its true motivations. In other words,

"the present manufactures the past.” In this caseeruattitudes toward Iran and other
foreigners (Turkey, the West) are projected backward as part of hiStory.
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Development of Cultural Attack:

In the second half of the Abbasid ensgakness began to penetrate the body of the Arab
state manifested imdisputesand internal conflictswhich had been exploited by foreign
powers in order to impose itkminationin variousways.

These includedulturaldominationwhich started with the Persian and Turkish
peneration of the body of the Aralslamic caliph&e. NorArabs(Mawali) took
administrative and military positions, and tBleu'ubiyygphenomenon appeared to
malign he Arab's position and culture. Finallthere was}the Crusader invasion, which
was rot limited to military invasion

National Education Grade 11, 2017 18, p. 75.

It is worth noting that Iran has attempted educational forays in Syria, but these appear to remain

ineffective and at times countproductive. There is no tracdé them in the curriculum. A
renewed effort was observed recefitly.

In the Syrian curriculunPersiarincursions ar@ot limited to cultural affairs and struggle over
power inside the Arab Homeland, but also relate to actual conquests and territorial disputes.

4 Sarah Bowen Savant, "Naming Shu'ubism,Egsays in Islamic Philology, History, and Philosopég.Alireza
Korangyetal. (Berlin and Boston: De Gruyter, 201.¢p. 66 184; quotation from pge 180.

> Ahmad Majidyar,” | r an 6 s

Soft power: Il sl amic

Cities," The Middle East Institufglanuary 17, 2018
Accessed June 23, 2Q18tp://www.mei.edu/content/article/io/iresmsoft-powerislamic-azaduniversity
openingbrancheamajor-syrianandiragicities

Gareth Smyth, "lIran's Failed Cultural Diplomacy in Syrigheé GuardianJanuary 6, 2016
Accessed June 23, 2Q18tps://www.theguardian.combrld/iranblog/2016/jan/06/syridran-axisnadiavon

Az ad

Uni versity

maltzahnculturatdiplomacy.
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Persia asan Empire of "Greedy Occupiers"

The Persian AchaemighEmpire isone of three empires describechiegative terrasuch as
"colonial competitior' being one of theftreign empires "occupatiot suffered by the Arab
region andtrade interestdPositioning the PersiadBmpired aboutwhich noculturally positive
information is gived on par with Western empires is telling. Description of Western empires
oscillates between negative aspects to presentation of Arab achievements withewstieth as
some cultural traitsThe text also speaks dotéy about the "Greek occupation” and "Roman

occupation,” but not "Persian occupation.” In the next page the term "Paasigration”

appears twicé® Overall the Syrian curriculum has nothing positive to offer atibetPersian

Empire.
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Colonial Competition

The Arab region sufferefbr a time from the control of foreign empires that competed to

occupy the region because of the importance of its location awiivérsity ofits
resources

Empires and Maps [followed by maps of the "greedy" Persi@reek and Roman
empires]

The Persian Achaemenid famiyeated an empire (56330 BCE) and controlled all the

traderoutesto the Mediterranean Sea.

Map 5: The boundaries of the Persian Empire.
Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 85.

“8 Ancient Syria: HistoryGrade 7, 201718, p. 85i 86.
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But enmity to Iranian imperialism and cultural penetration in the Syrian textbooks goes beyond
a projection of the present to the past. Sy representative of the Arab Homelartas
receivediough territorial demandsom Iran.

In Islamic studies, whil&alman the Persian (Salmanfdrisi), theProphet'svise companion
and adviseris mentioned, the Persians remain the en€my.

Iran's Khu zestan: Occupied Territory

In the section on Syrian national identity and its radical Arabiendemonstrated thahe
imaginary "Arab Homeland" is far from being innocent. All the current Middle Eastern borders
are seen as artificigmplicitly threatening all the "petty" Arab states. Lesspokens the threat

to arange of normArab countries.

The current borderare political ones, drawn through the policy of the colonial powers

that had controlled the region, especially France and Britain. They do not overlap the
natural borders that used to separate the Arab Homeland from the neighboring countries.
So, importanthanges took place in these borders to the benefit of those countries and to
the detriment of the Arab land.

Geography of the Arab Homeland and the Woyrl@rade 12 20172018 p. 13

i) Y (e Ayaial) (3hia)
QoS sl TaS YV platd
dpew Jd Asls Tas £AER
s TaSY s Laadi e TSV AY L L
1040 0 (Qhwe) sl CasVo s
Yo gohall b TaS Av g8l G s
CaSVY Al JaSYe e g Tas
JaS N, r0 A daall il Jas iy Al

The Usurped Areas of the Arab Homelanc®

Palestine 28,000 km2|lexandretta province, Cilicia in Northern Syria 183,000 km2, the
Sha'ba farms 200 km2, the Golan 1,500 km2, Ahwaz (Arabistan) [Iran's Khuzestan]

" See below, the next reference on the Battle of Talsiamic EducationGrade 7, 20172018, p. 101.
“8 Note that the territories "stolen" from the Arab Homeland include the usual suspects, Israel (stealing Palestine as
well as the Golan and Sha'ba farms) and Turkey (stealing Alexandretta and Cilicia from Syria). Even more dramatic
are thefts by Iran (its owlarge Khuzestan in mainland Iran as well as the Greater and Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa
islands (claimed by the UAE). Finally, Spain, usurp@euta, Melilla and the Chafarinas Islands.
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109,600 km2, Greater Tunb 80 km2, Lesser T2@lkm2, Abu Musa, Ceutal9.7 km2,
Melilla 13 km2, Chafarinas lahds 1,350 km2.

Geography of the Arab Homeland and the Woyl@rade 12,2017 2018,p. 13

The worldview is Araland not Islamic. There are borders to this imagined empire, unlike the
limitless Islamism, such as Iranian KhomeinisnSunni JihadiSalafsmand Muslim
Brotherhood The Persian Gulf, as notedthre curriculum'snaps, is the Arab Gulf, but except
for Iranian Khuzestan, the rest of Iran seems to be safe from Sypansionisimagination.

In another textbook, the Iranian province of Khuzedtanthe text Ahwaz (Arabistand makes
it to the short lisbf important usurped territories Ahwaz is the capital of the Arabian.
Khuzestan, invaded by Saddam Hussein's Iraq at the beginning of th&89&0yIraq war

(Oslaaald 4340 1A ualinal) ahbliall p‘
Slsally (g aSu £lgd ) aly
(Obmsr)

The most importantsurped area: the State of Palestine
Themostimportant usurped regions: Alexandretta province and Ahwaz (Arahistan)
Geographyof the Arab Homeland and SyriaGrade 9 2017 18, p.14.

The maps are not consistent. Indeed, aptbeiousquotations expia, there are "most
important” usurped areas. While the Iranian Khuzestan is defirtbé ‘asost important”
usurped region, we did not find a map that shows it within the boundaries of the "Arab
Homeland' perhaps to not embarrass the regime's closgsindihe civil war. All ofthe territory
of Israel(unnamedpnd parts of Turkey are always included, in text and in maps.

Lebanon and Hezbollah

We did not findanymention ofHezbollahin the Lebanese context or as an Iranian proxy among
other Shiite militiasn Syria and elsewhere. Thextbooksdiscuss th&yrian responsibility

toward their Lebanese neighbors, in terméresistanceo Israel"'andpanArab aspirations. It is
not Hezlllah that helps Assad; it is Syria supporting the "resistance

History textbookemphasize Syrian intervention in the Lebar@s@ War which began in
1975 and present it aan act of brotherly assistance.
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Syria sent its forces into Lebanon to stop the bloodshed between the Lebanese brothers,
out of its [pan-Arab] nationalobligation and in response to the Lebanese government's

request[lt did so after] he Arab League decided to sehdArab Deterrent Fae, its
mainstay beinghe Syrian Arab Army.

History, Grade 12 201718, p. 64.

A quotation from Hafez AAssad's biography by Patrick Seal explahes special relationship of
Syria and Lebanon.
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President Hafez ARssad said at the time that Syria and Lebanon's secorititute
onewholeandare indivisible. His response to this lethal threat was to make many
recurring attempts to stop tfighting, and stop the rush toward partition.

History, Grade 12 201718, p. 64.

Syrian support of the "national resistance in Lebanon" in combatting Israel is provided in some
detail. Syria's role in scuttling the Israkkbanesd 983SecurityAgreemenis described as part
of this support. The agreemerterminated the state of war between Israel and LeR&non

9 History, Grade 9, 201718, p. 42 History, Grade 12, 20178, p. 66.
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Egypt

Egypt, as an Arab Republic and partner to-pasbism, isdepictedn a positive manner. As we
have seerthe common experience of the two countries in unification efforts and in fighting
together against Israel ackerished®

The longing for unity with Egypt especiallyemphasized. An example for this is the description
of ancient empiredJnlike the "greedy," "occupyingand"intrusive' Persian, GreekRoman

and Ottoman empires, the ancient Swiagyptian and Egyptiabyrian states angresented
positivdy in the Syrian textbookd he curriculum teaches thdiet Syrian empire of Palmyra was
about a struggle for independence against the background of coompegitween the Roman

and Persian empires

Palmyra's Resistance

Thelocationof Palmyra pushed it into the stage of international conflict between the
Roman and Persian empires. This led one of its rulers, Othina and then his wife Zenobia,
to try to estahith a kingdom independent of Roman rule, unleashing a great conflict with
the Romans.

Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 87.
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Map 8 Boundaries PalmyraEmpire of Queen Zenobia

Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 88.

When describing the ancient Egyptian empire, the text uses positive wording such as spreading,
unity and so on. An assortment of cultural achievements is enumerated. The Syrian empire,
naturally, represents an effort to preserve Syria'spgaddence from the Romans and Persians.
Both in Egypt and Syria, women have prominent roles of leadership.

0 National EducationGrade 9, 201718, p. 68.
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Map 4: Boundaries Egyptian Empire of Emperor Thutmose Il
Ancient Syria: History Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 79.

Turkey

Since the beginning of the Syri@ivil War, Turkey has become one of the leading and most
dangerous enemies of the Assad regime. The Syrian texth@akbaps looking far into the
futured do not present Turkey as an enemy, but also not as a friend.

The Turkish Ottoman Empirés depictednegatively Textbooks use wording like "occupatich
and "Turkification" to emphasize theidverseview of Turkey's imposedule.
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The Ottomaroccupation dedicated this invasioman attempt to eradicate Arab culture
andlanguage by putsngits Turkification policy.
National Education Grade 11, 2017 18, p. 75.

The curriculum does ndiideterritorial disputes with Turkeyresenting them extensively
through maps.

*1 Social StudiesGrade 6, Vol. 1, 20528, pp.589.
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Map 1: Location and Borders dhe Syrian Arab Republic and the Usurped Areas
Geography of the Arab Homeland and the Wor@rade 12 2017 18,p. 134

Theabove map, depictinpe "Location and Borders of the Syrian Arab Republic and the
Usurped Area$ sheds some light on Syrigmiorities. Alexandretta and the Golan, annexed by
Turkey and Israekespectivelyare clearly drawn inside the borders of Syria. Alexandretta is
described in the map's legend as the "Robbed Iskenderun Province," and iswitto&aian

colors. The maplso carvesutanother extremely large piece of Turkey as it draws two other
lines inside Syria's neighbor to the north. These additional "Usurped Areas," represented by the
1916 "Sykes PicoAgreement and the "192@orders" include the Cilicia area arthe Turkish

cities of Adana, Mardin, Gaziantep (Aintab) dnd y ar.bak ér

As for the Golan, the map's legend does not give it a title, but draws the "1973 Zionist
Occupation Line" leaving the color equal to that of "Palestine,” the country name writesadins
of Israel. Finally, the map also claims some Iraqi territory.

According to this map, Syria lays claims to large swaths of TuiKes.name of "Israélis not
on the map at all
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Strategic Positioning: Foes

In this section, we will see how thodebbed as the worst enemies are described and demonized.

Israel

Israel is consistently referred to as the "Zionist Eyitdg opposed to a legitimate countigraeli
territoryis labeled "Pastine" or OccupiedPalestine’and the atire geographicadrea as the
"Arab Homeland' As seen in the following example, firgtaders are shown the countries
bordering Syrigincluding Palestineand the geographical area in which Syria is situates
"Arab Homeland:
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The Arab Republic of Syria is ceitlered part of our great Aralohheland, overlooking
the Mediterranean Seathe west.

Social StudiesGrade 1, Vol. 2, 201718, p. 30.

Landstaken fromSyria in the past, such as the Golan Heighidreturned to Syriauch as the
"freed city of Quneitraarepresented witim the curriculum in various ways.

An eighthrgrade éxtbookteaclkeschildren about th&yrian Revolutionary Youth Union, the
youth organization of the ruling Ba'ath parynd declarethat one of the union's objectives is to
struggle gainstlsrael.
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Motivatethe youth tostruggleagainst all forms of thirces of occupation and Zionism
forces and their greedy ambitions in our country.

National Education Grade 8,2017 18,p. 34

In a chapter about "Figures from my Homeland" seaonegrade textbook, former President
Hafez AlAssad isespecially credited fdnis military achievement fighting Israel.
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The eternal leader Hafez -Alssad freed Quneitra from the Zionigsshayinafin the
October War of Lileration and built moder8yria.

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 2, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 60.

fiZionisto is an extremely pejorative term in Arabic. The strategy of the current president is
described, however, as resistance.

Thepresidenthas alsavorked to spread the use of technolagfyaso keep abreastith
progress, andtressedyria's commitment to the choice of resistd8headtaking back
theoccupied lands.

History, Grade 9, 2017 18, p. 34.

In textbook descriptions of tifeurteenprovincesof Syria, Quneitras cited as a source of pride
and part of Syrian identity.
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Quneitra afreed part of our beloved Golan. It is a source of pride to every Syrian, for
the highest levslof devotion to Syrian identitywhich were offered and are still offered
by its sors.

National Education Grade 7, 2017 18, p. 52.

As for the Golan Heights, it is referred to as: "An Ayrian land situated in the far
southwestern part of Syria, bordering Palestine and Leb&A&nrthermore, the “Zionist
Entity" is blamed fot'stealing and draining the Golan's water resoyttkas well as stealing
archeological monuments, so as to "falsify Arian history' The Zionists are blamed for
destroying the Golan's natural environment and exploiting economic and pmieistial
preventingts residents from achieving their own economic prospétifjhe mossevere

2"Resistance"rhugawamjis a euphemism for an alut "people's war" applying all meahsnainly a
combination of terrorism/guerilla tactics with propagahdo destroy one's enemy, in this case Israel. It is
contrasted with regular war, abandoned after 1973. Michael Milstein, "The ChallealgklofjawamaResistance)
to Israel,"Strategic Assessmenol. 12 (4), Feb. 2010, pp. 571; Ehud Yaari, "ThélugawamaDoctrine,"
Jerusalem RepariNovember 13, 2006.
https://arar.facebook.com/fatehal3sfh;
According to the "people's war" paradigm, borrowed from Maiix@stinist traditions in China and Vietnam,
conflict is waged on both the political and military lesveloel S. Fishman, "Ten Years since Oslo: The PLO's
'People's War' Strategy and Israel's Inadequate Respd@s®d' No. 503, September 2008ccessed Oct 14, 2017.
http://www.jcpa.org/JCPA/Templates/ShowPage.asp?DBID=1&LNGID=1&TMID=111&FID=375&P1D=1843
&I11D=947.
%3 National EducationGrade 8, 20118, p. 93.
*|bid., p. 94.
%5 |bid., p. 96;Arabic LanguageGrade 9, Vol. 1, 20178, p. 128
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accusation, repeated many times in various textbooks, is "forcing the Zionist Entity's identity on
residents of the Goldhincluding Judaization.

The Zionists are aosed of imposing the Hebrew languagefwab-Syrian residents, replacing
Syrian educational programasth "the terrorist Zionist Entity's programs, with the purpose of
keeping the AralByrian citizens in the dark® In a short story taught to eighginades, a boy

from the Golan returns home from school crying because he was suspended from school for
refusing to salute the "Zionist fldg
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- 'Why are you crying?

- 'l was suspended from school, because | refused to salute the Zionist flag. This wasn't the
first time. . . Iwill never salute it. ."He ran to the street and his mother shouted to him:
'stop, stop!He stopped, turned around and saihatdo you wan®? She said'lf you
want to hurt your emay, you must prepare for him

Arabic Language Grade 8, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 42.

Violence and martyrdom are justified in children's textbooks, even encouraged, as part of the
Syrian resistance to the occupiers of the Golan. While teaching thghadholy war) to

twelfth graders, it is explained that one of its modern forms takes place in the Gatanof the
forms of'jihad in the way of God' in our modern era is {itrad of ourpeople in the occupied
Golan">’ The story of Ghalia Farhat, a young woman killed by ID€ @iuring a preSyrian
demonstration in the Golan, is proudiyroduced She is named the "Bride of the Gqlalone

of many martyrs of the Goldn®

There is no mention dDruzeresidentf the Golann books we encountered ihe Syrian
curriculum?®®

°® National Education Grade 8, 20118, p. 95.

*|slamic EducationGrade 12, 20118, p. 62.

%8 Arabic LanguageGrade 9, Vol. 1, 20118, p. 127.

¥ Tamar PileggiAs Syria crumbles, Golan Druze seek Israeli citizenshipies of IsraelNovember 1, 2015
https://www.timesofisrael.com/agriacrumblesgolandruzeseekisraelicitizenship
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Syria as a Leader of the Palestinian Cause and Pakrabism

Another major trend emphasized in school textbooks is the devotion of the Syrian people to the
Palestinian cause, as part of their view of Arab solidarity and aspiration f@rgharunity.In
thefollowing example an image of an atdraeli demonstration is included in a discussion of
national culture:

(sl o paally 105 Blay b 3 jalen B e
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Massmarch in Damascus condemning the terrorist Zionist aggressithe Gaza Strip,
in occupied Arab Palestine.

National Education Grade 8 2017 18, pp. 910.

Jerusalem as an exampliean Arab city.
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Jerusalem is Arab and will remain the capital of Palestine

Arabic is My LanguageGrade 3 Vol. 1, 201718, p. 89.

Israel's legitimacy is negatéaroughvarious narrativesthe"Arab Canaanite ancestorafe
presented as tHest inhabitants of Palestine, and the ones who built the city of Jerusalem
according tahe curriculum's history textbooRSIn a description of the 1929 Arab riots, the

0 History, Grade 92017 18, p. 47.
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Western Wall is referred to by itslamic name "Buraq Walland its connection to Jewish
heritage is not even mention€dSyrian twelfthgraders are expected to emulate Palestinians
who fight for their land, as they are asked to "express in two lines your admiration for the
resistant pedp of Palestine, as they defend the land of Palestine and Jerti8alem

Thus,it is unsurprising to find the Palestinian and Jerusalem causes so heavily emphasized in the
Syrian educational system. Similarities are pointed out between Palestinians asmisexithe

Golan, and the narrative of the Palestinian "right of return” is stressed repeatésihmio

Education students are taught to love their homeland as a religious duty "toward our occupied
land in the Golan and Palestitfé They also read siit stories about Palestinians holding keys to
their original home$? and are asked to create a group project for international tourism in the

Arab city of Jerusalem, following its liberati8hin addition, President Bashar-Aksad's

speech from the 10Conference of 2009 is quoted, warning all Islamic countries against Israeli
attempts to Judaize the city of Jerusafém.

National Education Grade 8 2017 18, p. 87.

Anti -Semitism and Demonization of Israelis

Syria and Israel are presented as two nations holding opposing values. Judaism is presented in a
prejudicedmanner

In a high schoohistory textbook, students are taught about the rise of Christianity and its spread
in Syria, and the differences betweemriStianity and its predecessor, Judaism. Unlike
Christianity, Judaism is defined as"ethnic specifiaeligion,” based on the premise of Jews as
"God's chosen people

®bid., p. 51.
%2 |slamic EducationGrade 12, 201728, p. 63.
%3 |slamic EducationGrade 5, 201718, p. 87.
% National EducationGrade 8, 201718, p. 87.
% Social StudiesGrade 6, Vol. 2, 20128, p. 51.
% National EducationGrade 9, 207i 18, p. 74.
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In spite of the existence of monotheism in the Jewisbioal, it did not spread because
those adopting it made"ethnically specific'that cannot be spread (Allah's chosen

people).
Historical Issues Grade 1Q 201718, p. 107.

Thisworldview is describeds ‘extremist’ a negative expressidhRegarding Jewtving in the
Arabian Peninsula during the rise of Islam and the battldubBmmad students are provided
with a list of valuable lessons and admonitions, includitrgasorand deception are part of the
Jew's attribute$ as are "violation of treaties and breaching promii§&Syrian students are
taught one single play written by Shakespeare during their stidiesvierchant of Venice
According to theiArabic languageéextbook, "the play shamefully reveals the depths Jgwish
usurer, andhegreed andvarice he pursues by every possible m&akading insult to injury, a
caricature of Shylock is presented as an illustration from the play, revaaiegeotypical
medievalugly Jewish image.

Arabic Language Grade9, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 101.

" Historical IssuesGrade 102017 18, p. 107.
% |slamic EducationGrade 6, 201718, pp. 12627.

71



TIWPACT se

Thereis no mention of theHolocaustn any of the textbooks weviewed.Likewise, atable of
casualty figures from World War Il is presented (by nation) witinotusionof Jews™ In the

ninth grade, students learn that thiersts shifted their operation center to the United States
during World War 11’° and in twelfthgrade history class, thégarn that"'The Zionists took
advantage of World War II's circumstances to realize their Zionist dream, as they benefited from
colonialist assistance . The Zionists started working to arouse sympathy in the American

public opinion, following the Nazi positionwards thent'’*

Syrian textbooks also recycle widespread, longstandingsamtitic claims, blaming the "Zionist
Entity" of religious and ethnic racism, control of global media, and striving for territorial
expansiorf? These ideaarepresented as pure facthe textbooks makextensive use of

inciting claims, stories, illustrations and photographs, with no consideration for context. A short
story by Palestinian author Ghassan Kanafapresededy this introductory paragraph:
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The heavenly religions arftuman laws insist on emphasizing the valua loiman being
and his righto live with respect and freedoandwith no discriminationThere are

those howeverwho don't see pleasure in life unless it is at the expense of others. The
Zionists are a shoig example of this.

Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 1, 201718, p. 105.

The paragraph is immediately followed &yimageof soldiers harassing a child
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Arabic Language Grade 8, Vol. 1, 201718, p. 105.

*National EducationGrade 8, 201718, p. 69.

O History, Grade 9, 201718, p. 55.

" History, Grade 12, 20178, p. 79.

"2 National EducationGrade 9, 201i718, pp. 8083, 86, 89
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Following a poem by Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish, ninth graders are asked to identify
different ideas present in sequences from the poem, such aZidHh&s' ignorance and
disconnection from civilized thought,” "the Zionist presence in Palestam@mentary
presence® An even more radical expression is, "insistence on purifying the land and all of
humanity from the Zionists’*

All Means are Legal in Fighting Israel

Acts of martyrdom against Israel are considered legitimate, in addition toaotsesf resistance
there is the suggestion that such actions are supporiatebyational law
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International law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the entire legal system
have asserted the right of resisters toalsmeans to defend their rights.

The resistance takes manyorms, includingnational liberatiomevolutionsagainst the
Occupation, acts of martyrdom against the occupying terrorist Zionist enemy, strikes, and
literary and other intellectual works aimagdanst the enemwho usurpsrights.

National StudiesGrade 8 2017 18, p. 88

Textbooks show that the UN has consistently supported violent resistance, and provide an
example for a UN resolution as proof
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3 Arabic LanguageGrade 9, Vol. 2, 20128, p. 169.
" bid., p. 170.
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The UN General Assembly Resolution No. 324optedDecember 141974 reaffirmed
the legitimacy of the peoples' struggle for liberation from colonial and foreign
domination and alien subjugation by all available means, including armed struggle.

National Education Grade 9, 2017 18, p. 92.

PeacefulSolutions

The 1974Agreement on Disengagement between Israel and Symantioned after a
description of the Arab achievement during the 1973 Yom KippurWHere is an example,
with special emphasis on the role of thi:

The Peacekeeping forcesthe Golan, according to
the Sepration of Forces Resolution in 1974,
following the October War of Liberation.

National Education Grade 12 2017 18, p. 54.
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While Israel is not mentioned by nhame ala$pite the rampadiemonizatiorevident withinthe
curriculum thereexistsa Syrian policy to "solve the conflict with the Zionist entity.” As one can

see in the following paragraph, the word peace is used, but there is no expression such as "peace
with Israel” or even "peace with the Zionist entitphStead the term "land for peace” is used

though itis hard taknow whatthis mears."Arab land as taughthroughout the auiculum

includes all of Israel. The arBemiti@ at times genocidél tone as regards Israel and the Jews

adds to this skepticisntill, the word"peacé is used. Moreover, the late HafezA$sad is
guotedassaying that Syria made atrategic choicéor peace'

"5 History of the Modern and Contemporary Arab HomeldBthade 12, 20178, p. 56.
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Syria's Position on the Resolution of the Conflict with the Zionist Entity:Syria
agreed to resolve the Arabionist conflict on the basis of the UN Security Council's
resolutions ot.and for Peace on condition of its being just, within the framework of
international legitimacy, and comprehensive for all parties (Syrian, Péestirebanese
and Jordanian). In the Madrid Conference of 19&inerPresident Hafez ARssad
declared:Syria made astrategic choicefor peace, but it is a peace which brings back
the rights and the dignity. However, the Zionist Entitwithdrew fromthe requirements
of a just and comprehensive peace and persisted in signing separate agreements with the

Arab parties, in ordeio weaken Arab unity, especially Syria, and eliminate the
Palestinian issue.

History of the Modern and Contemporarab Homeland Grade 12 2017 18, p. 58.

UN Resolution 194adoptedDecember 11, 1948 mentionedThe Syrian textbook free
synopsis includeputting Jerusalenunder"a permanent internationadgime,” the fight of
returnof refugeego their homes byvay of the changing conditions" and the "establishment of
peace in Palestine in the futur&yria initially voted against this resolution, due to its
recognition of Israel's right to exist. Howevtrere isno mention of thisn the curriculum.

There isno Israel in this synopsis.

Israel is presented as the main stumbling block to achieving tharnahangoalof unity, as it

aspires to conduct bilateral negotiations instead of working toward a comprehensive peace. Israel
is blamed for the failure of tHdadrid Conference of 199With its split into bilateral talks,

resulting in agreements with Jordan and the PLO. From the Syrian point of view, Israel's overall
policy was geared toward "weakening the Syrian position and eliminating the Palestinian

cause'’’ We did not locate an allusion to tihéateral negotiations betweendst and Syria

during the 1990s and the late 2000s.

The United States

In many ways, the United States is portrayed in Syrian textbooks as the negative mirror image of
Russia. The US idepicted as a colonialist nation, trying to usurp the world's resources from

® National EducationGrade 8p. 60.
""History, Grade 9, 201718, p. 33National EducationGrade 9, 201718, p. 42.
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their rightful owners in their own countries, as well as intervenirigemternal affairsof Arab
countries. In addition, the US is considered to be an ally and sporisoaaifand therefore
participating in the occupation project across the Middle East. In general, the Syrian curriculum

uses wording and imagery in order to create prejudices, misconceptions and hatred toward the
us.

Many examples show the US being blarf@dintervening in regional affairs in order to
accomplish its own goals
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Saldam Hussein took power, and his period witnessed a number of wars in the Arab Gulf

area. The first was with Iran, called the First Gulf War (188), which occurred
throughincitement by the US, in order to weaken both countries.

History, Grade 12 201718, p. 105.

Another textbook shows two photographs side by side, comparing the French occupation of
Syria in 1920 to the US forces entering Iraqg in 2003. This comparisomjgé¢ise US as the
modern colonialist power, describednatefulterms

French forces occupying Syria in 1920.

& American forceslesecrating the Caliph ®RashidMosque in Iraq.
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National Education Grade 8 201718, p. 80.
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This competitiorand struggle worsened as the capitalist system developed and new
occupying forcesuch as the USook control over international politick exploitedits
scientific, technological, economic and military supremacy in order to exfsand
influence andgain]control over the capabilities of the peoples of the wdrlds was

donein cooperation with its allies, to increase its presence in the international arena as
the only undisputed superpower.

National Education Grade 8, 2017 18, p. 81.

While explaining the division of poweluring the Cold War, and the Unipolar Moment which
followed, the US is described using hateful langualeh does noprovide students with an
opportunity for critical thinking
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(The US) strives to maintain its supremacy by monopolizing developing technology,
controllingwealth and energy sources in the world, most importantly oil, and forcing its
hegemony on the international community.

National Education Grade 8 201718, p. 82

Textbooksexplain American intervention in Arab countries as a means to expand their control
over the world)ying to justify their actions. In addition, the US is described as acting
unilaterally against the UNWirectives
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After thedisappearance of international balance and unipolar hegemony took control of
the world, the US began searching for excuses to justify its intervention in other
countries. It occupied Afghanistan in 2002, under the pretext of fighting against
"terrorism" inorder to realize its polited and economic goal®©neof the goals was to
build an advanced military base close to countries which the US considers
dangerous (Russia, Clainindia, Iran and North Koreajh hddition Afghanistan had
manyassetsquch asron ore and gas). In 2003, the &%elped by a group of

countrie® declared war on Iraq underetipretext that Iraq was holdimgeapons of mass
destruction and aiding terrorism. The occupation came aiftenjust siege and air strikes
over Iraqgi cties and institutionsyithout authorization from the Uf§eneral assembind
the Security Council.

National Education Grade 8 201718, p. 82.

Globalization is a major concern in the Syrian curriculliire globalizationprocesss
negatively attributetb the US, defining it as a cynical mechanism which robs pedplesir
rights. The term, according to Syria's curriculum, also refethaecattempt to destrayationalism

and its unique attributes.
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Making theworld becomeone form,one structur@and one model, which is the most
powerful model now controlling the world, economically and militérityhe American
model.

The hgemony of the capitalist system.turning the world into a consumer market for
Western products andeas, while strippinthenation of its principles, customs and
traditions, abolishing its personality and identity, first diluting and then gradually
eliminating nations and cultures.

National Education Grade 12 2017 18, p. 31.

Controlled Freedom: Islam, Christianity, Gender

In Assad's Syrid and this is evident from the curriculdnthereis no political or individual
freedom. There is also no room for ethnic or confessional collective expression except for the
official Syrian/parArab identity. In this section, we will survélyose controlled freedoms

allowed within this authoritarigryet secular system, focusing on religion and gender.

Islam

The Syrian curriculum includes obligatory Islameducationthroughout the twelve years of
school. Although Syria has been ruled for decadesnbflawitepresident and regiméslamic
educationis an approved version of tisinnimajority faith Christian education is also part of
the curriculum, but no other religioasntentrelated to other faithis featured'?

As shown in the previoustion, love of the homeland is considered a religious duty, going
back to the days of Prophdiuhammad Students are asked to "firah indication of the
prophet's love for his homelafid
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The homelanaffersabundangraceto its sonsAnswer the following:
What are the most prominepiessings/our homeland grants you?
How must youulfil | your duty toward your homeland?

Islamic Education Grade 5 2017 18, p. 86.

8 Joshua Landis, "Syria: Secularism, Arabism, and Sunni OrthodoxJ&dohing Islam: Textbooks and Religion
in the Middle Easteds. Eleanor Abdella Doumato and Gregory Starrett (Boulder: Lynnadi®ublishers, 2007),
pp. 177 95.
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While Islam isutilized for national causespvereignty belongs to ttf&yrianpeople, affirming
the nation's essential secularity.

The constitution determines the characterigifdtie regime in Syria a republi¢

sovereignty belongs to the peogptes basedon the principle of theule of the gople, by
the people and for the people.

National Education Grade 8 2017 18, p. 48.

Islam has no rolen theportrayalof Syrian civil life inthetextbooks. The following picture

under the title "The society we want" includes civil institutions necessary in every city or town,
providing services to its residents: hospital, school, grocery store and library, without any
menton of religious institutions.
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Social StudiesGrade 3 Vol. 1, 201718, p. 42.

This is even more evident when the city of Hama is introduced, adding an illustrated map of the
city's main attractions and institutions: university, restaurants, museum, cinema, market and the
famous Noriag"wheels of pots"pf Hama on the banks of thedhtes River, with no mention of
thefive famous historical mosques in the cilama was aenterof Islamist uprisinggrushed

by massacreis 1982 and 2012.
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Social StudiesGrade 3 Vol. 2,2017 18,p. 18.

In addition, Syrian children are given examples of the different professions of the Syrian people:
engineers, farmers, teachers, doctoaspenters, bakers, firemen and more, with no mention of
Imams or any religious professionéis.

Generally speakig, the Islamictextbooksstresdove, benevolence and even peace. Two central
exceptions are the detailed military education drawn from the experience of the battles in early
Islam. These include tactics, dissimulation, martial spirit and wise polits=ctae a decisive
victory.

The other exceptiodsin grade 7 and morie grade 18 is education fojihad and martyrdom

now, with special focus on fighting Israel. A special table distinguishing betjeahand terror
seems to focus on intentions rathemtlaations and is perhaps aimed at depicting the opposition
within Syriaas terrorists. Also stressed are loyalty, on the one hand and treachery/hypocrisy on
the other.

Love is the Proof of Faith

The prophet of Allah saidNone of you believes unless heds his brother as he lave
himself!
Islamic Education Grade 3 201718, p. 15.

In the following images the studeragesupposed to love and be happy when a friend succeeds,
love all those who are sick, love to see all the children of the world nipgace.

9 Arabic is My LanguageGradel, Vol. 2, pp. 7576, 138 40.
81





































































