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Introduc*on 
 

UNRWA schools in a single neighborhood - Fostering violence and bases for terror 

This report seeks to cast light on the “anatomy” of UNRWA schools, revealing certain as-
pects demonstrating that, contrary to UNRWA’s claims, the environment which they offer 
to children is far from safe and protected. That environment harbors many violations of 
UN values,1 UNESCO standards,2 and UNRWA’s supposed “zero-tolerance policy for dis-
crimination or for incitement to hatred and violence in its schools, educational materials, 
or in any of its operations.”3 In fact, like other schools in Gaza subject to the PA curriculum 
under Hamas, they too have the potential to become hotbeds for violence and terrorism.  
 
This report focuses on several elementary and preparatory schools in Beit Hanoun, on the 
northeast edge of the Gaza Strip – an area infested with Hamas and PIJ terrorist activities 
and facilities. On December 9, the IDF Spokesperson’s Unit released footage showing Ha-
mas terrorists shooting at IDF soldiers from an UNRWA school in Beit Hanoun.4 

 

 
Beit Hanoun UNRWA schools have recently received media coverage in a special report 
by “Ouvda” journalist Itai Anghel, who joined an IDF force as they labored to clear areas 

 
1 “UNRWA Improves Safeguards on Ensuring Adherence of Educational Materials with UN Principles; Prepares 
to Launch Secure Agencywide Self-Learning Platform”, UNRWA (January 14, 2021), 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-ed-
ucational-materials-un. Accessed online Dec. 20, 2023. 
2 Methodology, IMPACT-se, https://www.impact-se.org/methodology/. Accessed on Dec. 20, 2023. 
3 “UNRWA Improves Safeguards on Ensuring Adherence of Educational Materials with UN Principles; Prepares 
to Launch Secure Agencywide Self-Learning Platform”, UNRWA (January 14, 2021), 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-ed-
ucational-materials-un. See also UNRWA’s “Humanitarian Principles”, UNRWA, https://www.unrwa.org/hu-
manitarian-principles. Accessed online Dec. 20, 2023.  
4 IDF War Diary, Dec. 9, 2023. https://videoidf.azureedge.net/59fefbb2-be67-438f-808f-20b58f2665e7. Ac-
cessed Dec. 11, 2023. 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-educational-materials-un
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-educational-materials-un
https://www.impact-se.org/methodology/
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-educational-materials-un
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-improves-safeguards-ensuring-adherence-educational-materials-un
https://www.unrwa.org/humanitarian-principles
https://www.unrwa.org/humanitarian-principles
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/59fefbb2-be67-438f-808f-20b58f2665e7
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of Beit Hanoun of terrorists.5 One such area was an UNRWA school in Beit Hanoun, which 
Hamas terrorists have made their operations base. The following images from the report, 
all taken from inside the school, show the following: an arsenal of weapons hidden inside 
backrooms; firing guides for Hamas rocket launcher squads; a map of Israel labeled en-
tirely as Palestine; and a Qassam Brigades official map of the IDF outposts and bases, as 
well as Israeli kibbutzim to the northeast edge of the Gaza Strip. 
 
The below screenshots from the Ouvda report show boobytrapped doors barring entry 
to rooms and terrorist hideouts in the school. After breaching the room through the side 
wall, IDF soldiers extracted multiple rifles, vests, and grenades from inside (48:56). 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
The below screenshots from the Ouvda report show a terrorist hideout behind a closet 
(31:53), with a gun found in the room (32:57). 

 
5 Ouvda, “Iron Swords War: Itai Anghel inside Gaza,” Mako Online, Nov. 23, 2023, 
https://www.mako.co.il/mako-vod-keshet/uvda-swords_of_iron/VOD-e8a37fb39b0fb81026.htm. Accessed 
Dec. 4, 2023. 

https://www.mako.co.il/mako-vod-keshet/uvda-swords_of_iron/VOD-e8a37fb39b0fb81026.htm
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The below screenshot from the Ouvda report shows a Hamas rocket launch guide from 
2022 (32:30). 
 

 
The below screenshot from the Ouvda report shows a map of Palestine, ignoring any Is-
raeli presence (32:43). 
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The below screenshot from the Ouvda report features a map issued by the Izz Al-Din 
al-Qassam Brigades (Northern Brigade – Operations Directorate) (49:53). The map 
shows the names of IDF outposts, bases, and kibbutzim, such as Zikim and Erez.   
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The below screenshot from the Ouvda report shows the exterior of a school building 
(29:08). 

 

 
 

Judging by the image of the school’s exterior, it is highly plausible that the school in 
question is the Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C), the educational 
activities of which are expanded upon in the next two sections.  

The first section examines the educational and extra-curricular activities organized by 
the school on its official Facebook page. It highlights instances where students learn 
problematic material that incites violence and hatred against the Other, such as politiciz-
ing science by demonizing Israel; teaching graphic depictions of violence against Israelis 
in the battle of Karameh (1968) noting that the Fedayeen “wore explosive belts” and had 
their blades “fall on the necks of enemy soldiers”; showing maps of the region that fail to 
name Israel as a state; and encouraging jihad “as the highest peak of Islam” without of-
fering non-violent interpretations to the term. This material originates in PA textbooks, 
and in content produced by teachers.  

The second section analyzes further supplementary materials produced by UNRWA 
teachers from this particular school, for the second semester of 2022-23 Grade 8 Islamic 
Education classes. The content promotes jihad against non-Muslims as a means of “ter-
rorizing the enemy”, and praises “achieving martyrdom” with promises of many prizes in 
the Afterlife, including marrying 72 virgin brides in Paradise. 

The third section features an inflammatory extra-curricular activity endorsed by another 
UNRWA Beit Hanoun school – the Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA School (D). In 
2018, in commemoration of Palestinian Prisoner Day (April 14), schoolteachers and stu-
dents organised an exhibition showing a map of Palestine, encircled by chains, covering 
the entire region (on both sides of the Green Line), and three released prisoners gave 
speeches about their lives in prison. Students also put on a play featuring an Israeli officer 
gunning down an innocent Palestinian man, whose wife and son are later tortured by 
Israeli soldiers. 

The final section presents five terrorists officially identified as members of Izz Al-Din al-
Qassam Brigades who were former students at Beit Hanoun UNRWA schools, plausibly 
even the schools highlighted throughout the report. One of these terrorists was Ibrahim 
Nizar Rayan, who committed a terror attack in the Israeli settlement Elei Sinai in the Gaza 
Strip in 2001, in which he killed two civilians and injured 16. 
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Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C) 

 

This sec:on presents damning evidence of hateful ac:vi:es organized by the Beit Hanoun 

Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C), viola:ng interna:onal standards of peace and toler-

ance in educa:on. 

 

 
Image of students standing for their daily assembly at the 

Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C)6 
 

 
Image of school personnel wearing UN vests during the daily 
assembly at the Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for 

Boys (C)7 
 

 
6 Facebook photo, April 14, 2022 https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=7579498692090362&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000  
7 Facebook photo, April 14, 2022 https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=7579498055423759&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000  

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7579498692090362&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7579498692090362&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7579498055423759&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7579498055423759&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
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Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C) official Facebook page 8 

 
 

School principal – Mu’min Salha “Abu Amr” (in office since May 2021)9 

 

  
 

8 Screenshot of Facebook Page, https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013  
9 Facebook post, May 26, 2021. https://www.face-
book.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid0wXt3xhh7bh2wGe4vmrbV8PmMZTRtkj1wMVJ9q54WGub-
vXH1v9qFCaaaZY4KRBXonl. Accessed on Dec. 3, 2023. User Facebook page: https://www.face-
book.com/moumen.salha.  

https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid0wXt3xhh7bh2wGe4vmrbV8PmMZTRtkj1wMVJ9q54WGubvXH1v9qFCaaaZY4KRBXonl
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid0wXt3xhh7bh2wGe4vmrbV8PmMZTRtkj1wMVJ9q54WGubvXH1v9qFCaaaZY4KRBXonl
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid0wXt3xhh7bh2wGe4vmrbV8PmMZTRtkj1wMVJ9q54WGubvXH1v9qFCaaaZY4KRBXonl
https://www.facebook.com/moumen.salha
https://www.facebook.com/moumen.salha
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1. Glorification of violence, martyrdom and jihad. 

 

An online self-evaluation exercise for ninth grade students asks a multiple-choice ques-

tion, where correct answers to the question “what are the requirements for protecting 

society’s unity?” are “weapons” and “knowledge.”10 

 

 
 

What are the requirements for protec2ng society’s unity? 

* Weapons 

* Preferred status 

* Knowledge 

* Both answers 1 and 3 [the correct answer] 

 
  

 
10 Facebook post. May 5, 2020. https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=4042450465795220&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000. Accessed on Dec. 3, 
2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4042450465795220&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4042450465795220&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
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The school also posted an image from a self-evaluation exercise, in which a student is 
seen in possession of a Grade 9 Islamic Education textbook (2020, Vol. 2). 
 

 
Grade 9 student involved in a curricular activity based 

on the Islamic Education textbook11 

 
The textbook includes various examples promoting violence. One example praises mar-
tyrdom as a heroic privilege, citing the words of a medieval Muslim commander inspiring 
the troops to seek either of the “two beauties - victory or martyrdom” (p. 58). 
 

 
11 Facebook photo, May 5, 2020,  https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=4041569725883294&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000  

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4041569725883294&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4041569725883294&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
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Abd Allah ibn Rawaha inspired the people, saying: “O people, that which you disliked is what you are [in fact] seeking – mar-

tyrdom. We fight not by great numbers or force, but by this religion which God giOed us, so set out [to aPain your martyrdom], 

for it is one of the two beau2es – either victory or martyrdom […] 

 
Another example states among the lessons learned from the lesson about the medieval 
Muslims’ Jihad wars against their enemies that “Jihad for the sake of Allah is the highest 
peak of Islam.” This strictly emphasizes violent Jihad and not its non-violent interpreta-
tions as a commendable value (p. 72). 

 

 
 

Among the lessons learned: 

[…] 

3- Jihad for the sake of Allah is the highest peak of Islam. 
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Examples of non-violent interpretations of Jihad may be found in the UAE curriculum. An 
Islamic Education Grade 8 textbook states that Jihad is only referenced as a peaceful act, 
as students learn that UAE founder, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, taught that “jihad 
does not mean only war and fighting, it means real struggle in daily life, in human interac-
tion with people, and in one’s behavior with his family and children.”12 
 

 
 

Another concept of baPles:  

The concept of baPles has expanded in our 2me according to the reality of the individual and socie2es. BaPles no longer mean 

just figh2ng, but they have taken many forms, including confron2ng the challenges by dealing with them wisely. We have 

learned from our leader Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, that Jihad does not mean only war and figh2ng, it means real 

struggle in daily life, in human interac2on with people, and in one’s behavior with his family and children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12 UAE - Islamic Education, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2020-21, p. 35. For another example, on the positive intentions of 
Jihad, see Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 3, 2020-21, pp. 51, 55. For an example on Jihad endorsing co-ex-
istences with others and calls for tolerance, see Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021-22, pp. 122-123. 
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2. Exercise in PA textbook includes graphic depictions of violence against Israelis. 
 
Arabic language and reading comprehension are taught to UNRWA students using violent 
imagery, including the use of “explosive belts” and texts glorifying martyrdom. 
 

 
Grade 8 student is seen with a grade 8 Arabic Language textbook (2023, Vol. 2, p. 81).13 

 
The textbook contains a reading comprehension exercise on the Battle of Karameh (1968). 
It is a violent story promoting suicide bombings and exalting the actions of Palestinian mil-
itants during the Battle of Karameh, as their blades “fell on the necks of enemy soldiers,” 
and who “wore explosive belts, thus turning their bodies into fire burning the Zionist tank.” 
Israeli forces are described as “leaving behind some of the bodies and body parts, to be-
come food for wild animals on land and birds of prey in the sky.” An accompanying illustra-
tion at the beginning of the story depicts Israeli soldiers in a tank, shot dead by a Palestinian 
gunman.14  

 
13 Facebook photo, May 15, 2020, https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-
2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3  
14 Arabic Language, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2023, pp. 40-44. 

https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3
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[LeO:]  

Following the 1967 defeat [the Six Day War] and the occupa2on of the West Bank and Gaza, and aOer the Zionist Occupa2on 

took over the en2rety of Pales2ne, the Arab and Islamic na2on felt defeated, disappointed, and abandoned. The following 

year, the BaPle of Karameh took place, in which the Zionist army was crushed, which restored some sort of honor and self 

confidence to the na2on. The Zionists entered Karameh and aPacked the Jordanian soldiers and the Pales2nian fedayeen 

[suicide militants] with bladed weapons. The baPle was not as easy a fight as it seemed to the Zionists, but a war in which 

fighters of both sides of the Jordan [i.e. Pales2nians and Jordanians] showed heroic deeds, and the enemy could not complete 

the goals it had dreamed about before the baPle. I believe that the will of the militants is as firmly rooted as the mountains of 

As-Salt and Jerusalem.   

 

[Right:] The fedayeen, despite their few primi2ve weapons, entered the BaPle of Karameh with the fire of hand grenades and 

with bladed weapons. The daggers of the fedayeen fell on the necks of enemy soldiers. Some of the fedayeen wore explosive 

belts, thus turning their bodies into fire burning the Zionist tanks […]  

Under heavy fire from the fedayeen and the Jordanian forces, and in the cover of darkness, the invading forces started to 

collect the bodies of their dead and injured in prepara2on for their retreat, leaving behind some of the bodies and body parts, 

to become food for wild animals on land and birds of prey in the sky. They were defeated, dragging their tails of defeat and 

failure.  

[…] We will not forget the image of a burnt Zionist soldier, shackled by his commander in thick chains inside his tank, because 

he was too afraid to flee. The heroes hauled some of the tanks to Amman, to make them toys for the kids happy from the 

victory.   

 

Discussion and Analysis  

1- We will prove on the basis of the text that the Zionists underes2mated the Arab forces.  

2- We will explain why:   

a- The Heroes of Karameh defeated the invading forces, despite the lack of weapons and manpower in their hands.  

b- The Pales2nians and the sons of the Arab na2on race to join the ranks of the uprising.  

c- The invading forces asked for a ceasefire.  
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3.  Research contest implies the eradication of Israel 
 
The group also published a post on September 20, 2021 encouraging students to partici-
pate in a research contest which principally aims to highlight research on the Nakba by 
demonizing Israel. Among the goals of the competition are “Envisioning the future of Pal-
estine after return and liberation”, instilling in students the aspiration to effectively liberate 
all of Palestine, thereby effacing the State of Israel. Other goals include “securing the Pal-
estinian longstanding rights, primarily the right of return to the homeland”, exposing stu-
dents to “the Israeli conspiracies to eradicate” the Palestinian Cause, and demonstrating 
the “forged Israeli narratives” about the Nakba and Palestinians rights. Students are also 
encouraged to research about age-inappropriate contents, including “massacres” perpe-
trated against the Palestinians during the Nakba. The contest is supported by the Palestine 
Land Society.15  
 

 
 

The Pales2ne Land Society seeks […] to cement the personal Pales2nian narra2ve about the Nakba disaster […] and the mas-

sacres [that occurred therein]  

[…] The goals of the contest include: 

[…] 

Securing the Pales2nian longstanding rights, primarily the right of return to the homeland 

Drawing students’ aPen2on to the immediate dangers the Pales2nian Cause faces, and the Israeli conspiracies to eradicate it 

[the Pales2nian Cause] through effacing the refugee problem […] 

Envisioning the future of Pales2ne aOer return and libera2on  

[…] 

Demonstra2ng the forged Israeli narra2ves about the Nakba and our right over Pales2ne. 

 

 
15 Facebook post, Sept. 20, 2021. https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid05SZUJ1iodB22ES-
kVkbw5gMjvXW5XJxKefwmBT2Jp7AARtShmW1LmrR7HWV6e8Di3l. Accessed Dec. 3, 2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid05SZUJ1iodB22ESkVkbw5gMjvXW5XJxKefwmBT2Jp7AARtShmW1LmrR7HWV6e8Di3l
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/posts/pfbid05SZUJ1iodB22ESkVkbw5gMjvXW5XJxKefwmBT2Jp7AARtShmW1LmrR7HWV6e8Di3l
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4. Delegitimizing Israel – a UN member state. 
 

 
Grade 8 student is seen with a grade 8 Social Studies textbook (2020, Vol. 2).16 

 
The student featured above also has a Social Studies Grade 8 textbook (Vol. 2, 2020) on 
his desk which includes various problematic examples, such as the dehumanization of Is-
raelis and demonization of Israel as a European colonial racist endeavor (pp. 34, 48, 52, 
53-54, 56, 57, 59, 71, 81). Furthermore, one of the unit’s main goals is “resisting the occu-
pation [Israel] with all available means,” therefore not excluding the use of violence against 
Israel (p. 3).  
 

 
 

AOer learning this unit and interac2ng with its ac2vi2es, students will be able to iden2fy the global changes in the modern 

era, with all its different forms. This is for the purpose of fueling a culture of rejec2ng the oppression and Occupa2on, of 

resis2ng it with all the available means, and of promo2ng the spirit of belonging, ci2zenship, and teamwork, for the purpose 

of building and advancing. 

 
16 Facebook photo, May 15, 2020, https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-
2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3  

https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/bhpbc2013/photos/pb.100057664059179.-2207520000/4080044828702450/?type=3
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Accusing Israel of being one of the causes of violence in Palestinian society (p. 82); and 
ignoring the existence of Israel – a UN member state – on maps (p. 56). 

 

  
  

Map of European Colonialism in the Arab Homeland  

 
Furthermore, in a Facebook school activity for Ramadan, Jerusalem is presented as the 
capital of Palestine and not of Israel. Considering that Israel is a UN member state, the 
promotion of this subversive anti-Israeli messaging by an UNRWA school is highly prob-
lematic.17 

 

 

 
17 Facebook post, May 7, 2020. https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=4046538652053068&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000. Accessed on Dec. 3, 
2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4046538652053068&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4046538652053068&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
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5. Politicization of science - Using the Periodic Table to demonize the 'Other’”. 
 
The school’s official Facebook group ( ج" ةیدادعلإا نوناح تیب روكذ ةسردم بلاط ىقتلم ") posted photos 

from January 2022, which show ninth grade students learning from a Teacher Guide for 

the Grade 9 PA Life Sciences textbooks (vols. 1 and 2). The accompanying student text-

books are replete with examples that politicize science in the context of the Israeli-Pales-

tinian conflict:  

 

 
Grade 9 Students from the Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C) in the school library. Encir-

cled is Teacher Guide for Grade 9 Life Sciences textbooks.18  

 
18 Facebook photo, January 26, 2022, https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=7196628563710712&set=pcb.7196629167043985. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7196628563710712&set=pcb.7196629167043985
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=7196628563710712&set=pcb.7196629167043985
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One prominent example is how UNRWA Grade 9 students are taught the Periodic Table in 
a Chemistry lesson using a Grade 9 PA Life Sciences textbook (vol. 2, 2023). The Periodic 
Table and chemical reactions are demonstrated by an image of phosphorus bombs alleg-
edly deployed by the “Israeli occupation military” in the Gaza Strip. The students are asked 
in the science textbook to prepare a video presentation to help explain the different types 
of phosphorus bombs, the dangers associated with using such a bomb, and the different 
kinds of phosphorus.19 
 

 
Grade 9 students at the Beit Hanoun Preparatory UNRWA School for Boys (C) in science class 

with an UNRWA logo prominently displayed20 
 
 

 
Students are studying science from a PA textbook - circled is presented and translated below21 

 

 
19 Life Sciences, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2023, p. 26. 
20 Facebook photo, February 19, 2023, https://www.face-
book.com/photo?fbid=637859428146187&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000  
21 Facebook photo, February 19, 2023, https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=637859924812804&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000  

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=637859428146187&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=637859428146187&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=637859924812804&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=637859924812804&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
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"During the Gaza War, the Israeli occupa2on army used phosphorus bombs containing phosphor that burns when it is exposed 

to the air. Prepare a presenta2on using videos to help explain the different types of phosphors, the type of phosphorus bombs 

used, the dangers associated with using this type of bomb, the first aid that is required for exposure to this type of weaponry, 

and what interna2onal law has s2pulated about using this weapon."  

 

Other examples include a lesson about heavy metals within a chemistry chapter, in which 

Israel is demonized by being accused of polluting industrial areas of “Israeli imperialist set-

tlements”, thereby poisoning the Palestinians (p. 12). Areas internationally recognized by 

the UN as Israel, such as Lod and the Negev, are presented as purely “Palestinian” instead 

of Israeli (pp. 12, 42, 46, 54, 86, 99). 
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6. Preference of Islam over other religions – violating UNRWA’s principle of Neutrality in 

Education. 

 

An online self-evaluation exercise for sixth graders on Islamic Education presents the 

following statement as false: “a person’s belief is true even if he does not believe in the 

Prophet Muhammad.”22 This violates UNRWA’s principle of Neutrality in Education.23 

 

 

A person’s belief is true even if he does not believe in the Prophet Muhammad […] 

* Yes 

* No [the correct answer] 

  

 
22 Facebook post, May 5, 2020. https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=4041691342537799&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000. Accessed on Dec. 3, 
2023. 
23 “Education & Neutrality,” UNRWA, https://www.unrwa.org/education-neutrality. Accessed on Dec. 3, 2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4041691342537799&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4041691342537799&set=pb.100057664059179.-2207520000
https://www.unrwa.org/education-neutrality
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Teaching Material Produced by Beit Hanoun Preparatory 

UNRWA School for Boys (C) Staff 

 

This sec:on examines problema:c material prepared by staff members at Beit Hanoun Pre-

paratory UNRWA School for Boys (C), which violates interna:onal standards of peace and tol-

erance in educa:on. 

While mostly teaching from official PA textbooks, UNRWA schools often prepare their own 

supplementary materials such as worksheets, exercises, and study cards. Beit Hanoun Pre-

paratory UNRWA School for Boys (C) is no exception, and by casting a light on the prob-

lematic examples therein, we show that UNRWA itself supports the production of content 

which violates international standards of peace and tolerance in education.  

 

We have identified official supplementary material prepared by the school for Grade 8 Is-

lamic Education classes for the second semester of the 2022-2023 school year, which was 

uploaded to the Comprehensive Palestinian Library ( ةلماشلا ةینیطسلفلا ةبتكملا ) forum for teachers 

and students.24 The title page contains the name of the school (Beit Hanoun Elementary 

School for Boys-“ ج" ةیدادعلإا نوناح تیب روكذ ةسردم ), the title (“Supplementary Material and General 

Examination in the Islamic Education Subject for the 8th Grade”), the name of the preparing 

teacher (Muhammad Nasir Mustafa ىفطصم رصان دمحم ), the name of the supervising authority 

(Amal Salim Zahir رھاظ ملاس لامأ ), as well as the name of the previous school principle (Akram 

Na’im میعن مركأ ) and vice principal (Hamza Suliman نامیلس ةزمح ). 

 
 

24 Comprehensive Palestinian Library. Enrichment Material for Grade 8 Islamic Education, second semester. 
https://download.sh-pal.com/2022/05/blog-post_34.html. Accessed Dec. 3, 2023. See also 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IOD20VW-GIE0sL4EdJtivRGXuN9GD7oJ/view. 

https://download.sh-pal.com/2022/05/blog-post_34.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IOD20VW-GIE0sL4EdJtivRGXuN9GD7oJ/view
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A. Previous School Principal Akram Na’im ( میعن مركأ )25 
 

 
 
 
B. School Vice Principal Hamza Suliman ( نامیلس ةزمح )26 
 

 

 
25 Facebook profile, https://www.facebook.com/akram.naim1. Accessed Dec. 20, 2023. 
26 Facebook profile, https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100026216316449. Accessed Dec. 20, 2023.  

https://www.facebook.com/akram.naim1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100026216316449
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1. Students are taught that jihad means 'terrorizing the enemy' and 'achieving martyr-
dom 
 
This Islamic education study material, created by UNRWA school teachers, promotes vio-

lent interpretations of jihad, describing some of the objectives of jihad as “terrorizing the 

enemy” and “achieving martyrdom.” The exercise instructs students to align seven Qur’anic 

verses and one hadith on jihad, fighting for Islam, retribution, and martyrdom with given 

interpretations – none of which offer non-violent interpretations of jihad other than the 

justification of warfare, combat, or violence. The Qur’anic verses are selectively and care-

fully chosen from different places in the Quran and prophetic hadiths that contain these 

concepts.  For instance, the exercise teaches students that the Qur’an and hadith legitimise 

the legality of jihad, and that one of the Qur’anic verses selected by the authors of the 

material which discusses the purpose of jihad should be interpreted as “terrorizing (irhab) 

the enemy and scaring him.” This is particularly troubling, as the UNRWA staff who created 

this material are attempting to impose one specific understanding of jihad – one which 

encourages violence in the name of religion with no alternative interpretations, through an 

extremely selective and limited understanding of some of the most controversial ideas in 

Islamic education. 
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Par2al transla2on: 

Align the expressions in column A with their compa2ble counterparts in column B: 

 

 
 
 
 

(page 10 in the material) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Column A Column B 

… The legality of Jihad for God 

5. And there is for you in legal retribution [saving of] 

life, O you [people] of understanding, that you may be-

come righteous [Al-Baqara 2: 179] 

In Jihad there is much good for this life and 

the Afterlife 

… Securing proselytization and spreading the 

religion is among the purposes of Jihad. 

7. "Fighting has been enjoined upon you [even] while it 

is hateful to you. But perhaps you hate a thing and it is 

good for you; and perhaps you love a thing and it is bad 

for you. And Allah knows, while you know not [Al 

Baqara 2: 216]."  

Achieving martyrdom for God is among the 

purposes of Jihad. 

8. "Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah [in-

fighting] and [until] worship is [acknowledged to be] 

for Allah. But if they cease, then there is to be no ag-

gression except against the oppressors [Al-Baqara 

2:193]."  

… 

9. "Permission [to fight] has been given to those who 

are being fought, because they were wronged. And in-

deed, Allah is competent to give them victory [Al-Haj 

22: 39]."  

… 

10. "And prepare against them whatever you are able 

of power and of steeds of war by which you may terrify 

the enemy of Allah and your enemy and others besides 

them whom you do not know [but] whom Allah knows. 

And whatever you spend in the cause of Allah will be 

fully repaid to you, and you will not be wronged [Al-An-

fal 8:60].  

Retribution creates justice and spreads secu-

rity and peace 

11. "And what is [the matter] with you that you fight 

not in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among 

men, women, and children…’ [Al-Nisa 4: 75]?"  

Terrorizing (irhab) the enemy and scaring 

him is among the purposes of Jihad. 

12. "And never think of those who have been killed in 

the cause of Allah as dead. Rather, they are alive with 

their Lord, receiving provision [Al-Imran 3:169]." 

Repelling injustice and pushing back on ag-

gression is among the purposes of Jihad. 

13. Muhammad said: “wage Jihad against the polythe-

ists, using your souls, tongues, and property” 

Aiding the oppressed and the wronged is 

among the purposes of Jihad. 
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2. Martyrs are richly rewarded in the Afterlife, and violent jihad is glorified are highly 
rewarded in the Afterlife, and violent jihad is glorified 
 
The below UNRWA educational material encourages and glorifies martyrdom, while also 
asking students to explain the rewards martyrs receive in the Afterlife after dying while 
engaging in jihad against the Muslims’ enemies, including the famous promise of marrying 
72 virgin brides in Paradise. The material includes several exercises that glorify the con-
cepts of martyrdom (shahada), jihad, and fighting for religion (qital) in Islam. The only em-
phasized interpretation of jihad in the material is that of warfare. Moreover, it is worth not-
ing that the hadith which discusses the 72 virgin brides was removed from the Palestinian 
Authority’s curriculum in 2020 and is used by UNRWA and the Palestinian Ministry of Edu-
cation, whereas UNRWA’s own staff responsible for this learning material insist on reintro-
ducing it into their own self-created teaching materials for Islamic education. 
 

 
 

Par2al Transla2on: 

Complete the scien2fic term deno2ng the following expressions: 

[…] 

5. … make efforts to expand going to baPle to elevate the word of God. 

6. … who fights to elevate the word of God. 

7. … who dies in the purpose of eleva2ng the word of God. 

(page 8 in the material) 

 

 
 

5. The Messenger of God said: “The martyr receives six good things from God: 

he is forgiven at the first shedding of his blood, he is shown his abode in paradise, he is preserved from the punishment in the 

grave, he is kept safe from the greatest terror, he has placed on his head the crown of honor, a ruby of which is bePer than 

the world and what it contains, he is married to seventy-two wives of the maidens with large dark eyes, and is made intercessor 

for seventy of his rela2ves.” Using this text, explain the requital of the martyr with God. 

(page 8 in the material) 
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Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA School (D) 
 
This sec:on presents incrimina:ng evidence of ac:vi:es which incite to violence, organized 

by the Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA School (D) 

In a social media post from 2018 to celebrate Palestinian Prisoner Day (April 14), the school 
organized an exhibition featuring photos of three released Palestinian prisoners, and a map 
of Israel drawn entirely in the colors of the Palestinian flag, encircled by chains. The activ-
ities were held in the Quds Medical center, where teachers, parents, and students gath-
ered. They met with three released prisoners, and the students participated in a theatrical 
reenactment for the occasion – the killing of a Palestinian father by Israeli forces, and the 
torture of his wife and son. Pictures and videos from the event have been posted on the 
official Facebook group of the school by former teacher Fayez Mohammadin ( نیدمحم زئاف ).27 
 

 
 

 
Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA School (D) student  

extracurricular activity at the Quds medical center 28 

 
27 Fayez Mohammadin Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/fayez.mohammadin/about. Accessed Dec. 
3, 2023. 
28 Facebook post, April 17, 2018, https://www.facebook.com/groups/205185526702507/per-
malink/220660221821704/  

https://www.facebook.com/fayez.mohammadin/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205185526702507/permalink/220660221821704/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205185526702507/permalink/220660221821704/
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Student from Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA 

School (D) participating in an activity, which presents a 
map of Palestine covering the entire area of Israel29 

 

 
Three guest speakers, who were former prisoners, holding the forementioned map 

of Palestine 30 
 

[Sign in background:] Beit Hanoun Mixed Elementary UNRWA School (D) 

Dedicated to the Quds Medical and Social Center 

[Three released prisoners holding map of en2rety of Pales2ne, surrounded by chains, 2tled:] Pales2nian Prisoner Day 

 
29 Facebook photo, April 17, 2018, https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=1654656347916604&set=pcb.220660221821704  
30 Facebook photo, April 17, 2018, https://www.face-
book.com/photo/?fbid=1654656447916594&set=pcb.220660221821704  

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1654656347916604&set=pcb.220660221821704
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1654656347916604&set=pcb.220660221821704
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1654656447916594&set=pcb.220660221821704
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1654656447916594&set=pcb.220660221821704
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The celebratory activities also included a theatrical role play, in which a child plays an Is-
raeli soldier or officer shooting down an innocent civilian. The civilian’s mother and daugh-
ter are also later detained, imprisoned, and tortured by security personnel.31  
 

 
Child dressed as an Israeli officer/soldier gunning down the 
Palestinian father, with the wife and son in the background 

 

 
Child role playing an Israeli guard tortures the son by repeatedly push-

ing his face into a water bucket  

 
31 Facebook video, April 17, 2018. https://www.facebook.com/100001167658410/vid-
eos/1654656531249919/?idorvanity=205185526702507. Accessed Dec. 3, 2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/100001167658410/videos/1654656531249919/?idorvanity=205185526702507
https://www.facebook.com/100001167658410/videos/1654656531249919/?idorvanity=205185526702507
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Terrorists who aJended Beit Hanoun UNRWA schools 

This sec:on presents five terrorists officially recognized as members of the Izz al-Din al-Qas-

sam Brigades, all of whom aSended UNRWA schools in Beit Hanoun. 

1. Ibrahim Nizar Rayan 

 
Ibrahim Nizar Rayan committed a terror attack in the Israeli settlement Elei Sinai in the Gaza 
Strip in 2001, in which he killed two civilians and injured 16. After shooting and throwing 
grenades at the civilians, Rayan was eventually killed by IDF soldiers. Rayan is listed as a 
member of Al-Qassam Brigades on their official website, and he was the son of former 
Hamas leader Nizar Rayan. He studied in several schools, including the UNRWA Abu Hus-
sein elementary school, and the UNRWA Izbat Beit Hanoun preparatory school. According 
to his page on the Al-Qassam Brigades website, he “wished to die as a martyr for the sake 
of God.”32      
 

 
 
 

 
32 "Al-Qassam martyrs – Ibrahim Nizar Rayan", Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades (last visited October 25, 2023), 
https://www.media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/388 ; https://webcache.googleusercon-
tent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/ara-
bic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-
%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25
D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-
%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-
%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il ;  
Felix Frish, "Two killed in a terror attack in Elei Sinai," Ynet (October 3, 2001), https://www.ynet.co.il/arti-
cles/0,7340,L-1165448,00.html  

https://www.media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/388
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:CEt6rbpBS2QJ:https://alqassam.ps/arabic/%25D8%25B4%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585/388/%25D8%25A5%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D9%258A%25D9%2585-%25D9%2586%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586&hl=iw&gl=il
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-1165448,00.html
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-1165448,00.html
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Below is information on Ibrahim Nizar Rayan from the Al-Qassam Brigades official web-
site. 
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2. Sari Walid Abu Odeh ( ةدوع وبأ دیلو يراس ) - d. 30/3/2018 

 
Sari Walid Abu Odeh was a member of the Nukhba commando and the tunnel units of 
the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam brigades, “fighting the Zionist enemy on all fronts.” Sari studied 
in unspecified UNRWA primary and secondary schools in Beit Hanoun and is listed as a 
member of Al-Qassam Brigades on their official website. The website states that he 
“loved martyrdom, jihad and the jihad fighters”.33 
 
Below is information on Sari Walid Abu Odeh from the Al-Qassam Brigades official web-
site. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
33 Ezzedeen Alqassam Brigades. (n.d.). Retrieved December 17, 2023, from 

https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/2722 
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/2722 

https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/2722
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/2722
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3. Ibrahim Ahmad al-Shinbari ( يرابنشلا دمحأ میھاربإ ) - d. 10/5/2021 

 
Ibrahim Ahmad al-Shinbari is recognized as a member of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Bri-
gades on their official website. He studied in unspecified UNRWA elementary and middle 
schools in Beit Hanoun. It is stated that “He did not walk the path of jihad and resistance 
by chance or hobby, rather it was his true way of life.” Al-Shinbari participated in various 
ribat (voluntary defense of Islam) and jihad missions.34 
 
Below is information on Ibrahim Ahmad al-Shinbari from the Al-Qassam Brigades official 
website. 
 

 
 
 

 
34 Ezzedeen Alqassam Brigades. (n.d.). Retrieved December 17, 2023, from https://media-ps.org/arabic/mar-
tyrs/details/3027. 
https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/3027 

https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/3027
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/3027
https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/3027
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4. Maysara Abd al-Shakur al-Ar’ir ( ریعرعلا روكشلا دبع ةرسیم ) - d. 20/5/2021 

 
Maysara Abd al-Shakur al-Ar‘ir is recognized as a member of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam 
Brigades on their official website. The website states that “he committed ribat (voluntary 
defense of Islam) in every post, and traversed every gate of jihad,” participating in vari-
ous jihadi military activities, including digging tunnels. Maysara attended unspecified 
UNRWA elementary and middle schools in Beit Hanoun.35 
 
Below is information on Maysara Abd al-Shakur al-Ar’ir from the Al-Qassam Brigades of-
ficial website. 

 

 
  

 

 
35 Ezzedeen Alqassam Brigades. (n.d.). Retrieved December 17, 2023, from https://media-ps.org/arabic/mar-
tyrs/details/3018 
https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/3018 

https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/3018
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/3018
https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/3018
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5. Nader Majdi Abd al-Rahman Qasem ( مساق نمحرلا دبع يدجم ردان ) – d. 26/07/2014 

 
Nader Majdi Abd al-Rahman Qasem is recognized as a member of the Izz ad-Din al-Qas-
sam Brigades on their official website. He studied at Beit Hanoun Elementary School for 
Boys, and later attended a Beit Hanoun Preparatory School for Boys (the three “A”, “B”, 
and “C” schools are all operated by UNRWA).36 This can be further verified by the fact 
that none of the Palestinian Ministry of Education schools in Gaza fit this description and 
name; hence this confirms that all elementary and middle schools in Beit Hanoun are op-
erated by UNRWA, and not the PA.37 Qasem was known for being affiliated with the Stu-
dent Islamic Block (“Kutla”) of Hamas. The Qassam Brigades website states that “he 
played a significant role in the Qassam Engineering Unit, especially the IED Manufacturing 
Unit.” 
 
Below is information on Nader Majdi Abd al-Rahman Qasem from the Al-Qassam Bri-
gades official website. 
 

 
 

 
36 Ezzedeen Alqassam Brigades. (n.d.). Retrieved December 17, 2023, from https://alqassam.ps/arabic/mar-
tyrs/details/2397. 
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/2397 
37 Northern Gaza Educational Directorate, List of Directorate’s PA Government Schools 2023-2024, 
https://northgazablog.blogspot.com/p/blog-page_25.html. Accessed Dec. 3, 2023. 

https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/2397
https://alqassam.ps/arabic/martyrs/details/2397
https://media-ps.org/arabic/martyrs/details/2397
https://northgazablog.blogspot.com/p/blog-page_25.html
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Methodology 

 

IMPACT-se applies methodological 

standards which are based on UNESCO 

and UN declarations, and international 

recommendations and documents on ed-

ucation for peace and tolerance (see 

notes). Our methodology is designed to 

consider every detail within the text-

books; it does not paraphrase, rely on in-

terpretations, or attempt to illustrate pre-

conceived notions.  

 

The following is an updated, condensed 

version of the IMPACT-se UNESCO-de-

rived standards for peace and tolerance 

in school education:  

 

1 RESPECT 

 The curriculum should promote toler-

ance, understanding and respect to-

ward the “Other,” his or her culture, 

achievements, values and way of life.38 

 

 
38 As defined in the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance Proclaimed and signed by Member States of UNESCO 
on November 16, 1995, Articles 1, 4.2. See also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals 
of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding Between Peoples (1965), Principles I, III. Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (1948): Education shall be directed to the full development of human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance 
and friendship among all nations, racial and religious groups and shall further the activities of the United Nations 
for the maintenance of peace. Based also on UN Security Council Resolution 2686 on “Tolerance and Interna-
tional Peace and Security” (unanimously adopted June 14, 2023), which urges Member States to promote tol-
erance and peaceful coexistence through education, consider inter-religious and intercultural dialogue as 
means of achieving it, and publicly condemn violence, hate speech and extremism to prevent the spread of 
intolerant ideology and incitement to hatred and discrimination based on race, sex, ethnicity or religion or belief 
(including Islamophobia, antisemitism or Christianophobia). See specifically Article 6: reaffirming States’ obli-
gation to respect, promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of all individuals. 
39 The goal of education for peace is the development of universally recognized values in an individual, regard-
less of different socio-cultural contexts. See Ibid., Article 6. See also, on exchanges between youth, the UN 
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between 
Peoples (1965), Principles IV, V. 
40 Ibid., and based on Articles III.6, IV.7 and VII.39; and on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education 
for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-
eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article 18.2. 

2 INDIVIDUAL OTHER 

 The curriculum should foster personal at-

tachment toward the “Other” as an indi-

vidual, his or her desire to be familiar, 

loved and appreciated.39 

 

3 NO HATE 

 
The curriculum should be free of wording, 

imagery and ideologies likely to create 

prejudices, misconceptions, stereotypes, 

misunderstandings, mistrust, racial ha-

tred, religious bigotry and national hatred, 

as well as any other form of hatred or con-

tempt for other groups or peoples.40 

 

4 INDIVIDUAL OTHER 

 The curriculum should be free of lan-

guage, content, and imagery that dissem-

inate ideas or theories which justify or 

promote acts and expressions of vio-

lence, incitement to violence, hostility, 

harm and hatred toward other national, 

ethnic, racial or religious groups. 
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5 PEACEMAKING 

 
The curriculum should develop capa-

bilities for non-violent conflict resolu-

tion and promote peace.41  

 

6 UNBIASED INFORMATION 

 
Educational materials (textbooks, 

workbooks, teachers’ guides, maps, il-

lustrations, aids) should be up-to-

date, accurate, complete, balanced 

and unprejudiced, and use equal 

standards to promote mutual 

knowledge and understanding be-

tween different peoples.42 

 

 

 

7 GENDER IDENTITY AND REPRESENTA-

TION 

 
The curriculum should foster equality, 

mutual respect, and should aim for equal 

representation between individuals re-

gardless of their gender identity. It should 

also refrain from language, content, and 

imagery that depicts limiting and/or ex-

clusionary gender roles.43 

 

8 SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

 The curriculum should be free of lan-

guage, content, and imagery that prom-

ulgates violence or discrimination on the 

basis of sexual orientation.44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
41 Based on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, ap-
proved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article 9; 
and on the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states of UNESCO on 
November 16, 1995, Article 5. 
42 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation and 
peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General Conference 
at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Article V.14. 
43 The preamble to the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by member states of 
UNESCO on November 16, 1995, notes the Convention on the Elimination of Any Form of Discrimination against 
Women and emphasizes respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to 
gender. 
44 Based on Resolutions 32/2 (adopted June 30, 2016) and 17/19 (adopted July 14, 2011) of the UN Human 
Rights Council, and numerous UN General Assembly resolutions expressing concern and condemnation of laws 
and practices around the world which target individuals based on their gender identity and/or sexual orientation 
for discrimination, violence, and even extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions—all of which contradict 
the most basic principles of the UN and have no place in education. 



 

 
44 

 

9 SOUND PROSPERITY AND COOPERA-

TION 

 The curriculum should educate for sound 

and sustainable economic conduct and 

preservation of the environment for fu-

ture generations. It should encourage re-

gional and local cooperation to that ef-

fect.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
45 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation and 
peace and education relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the General Conference 
at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Articles III.6, and IV.7. On the imperative for developing 
“systematic and rational tolerance teaching methods that will address the cultural, social, economic, political 
and religious sources of intolerance,” see the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by 
member states of UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 4.2. On education for international cooperation, see 
also the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under-
standing between Peoples (1965), Principle II. 


