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7 This change can be seen also in more pages in the textbook: Social Studies , Grades 10 92 (Courses System),
2022, pp. 32, 33, 35, 36, 39, 40, 59, 63.
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Removed :

In a lesson about the second caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab, the Persian Zoroastrians were
mentioned as those who conspired to murder him while he was praying, due to h im spread-
ing Islam in their country. In 2023, the problematic elements have been removed, omitting
the accusation of a Zoroastrian conspiracy to murder Umar due to his successful campaig ns
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anecdotal and far less conspicuous.
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t”d‘ct E {Saudi trainee pilot who, upon realizing that the plane was about to crash, de-
cided against the judgment of his American instructor (who ejected himself from the plane)

and crashed the plane into the sea instead of a populated area, thereby saving many lives.
While the text demonstrates the positive outcome of the Saudi trainee who sa crificed his
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based on an incorrect, foreign set of values. The story was removed in the 2023 edition of

the textbook.
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In the Critical Thinking textbook, several texts are dedicated to presenting the Muslim Broth-
erhood as terrorists errant in their behavior. For instance, they are accused o f harming the
internal unity of the Muslim community, attempting to take over the rule of the state , having

no interest in promoting Islamic values, and seducing children to join their organization, ex-
ploiting them for their nefarious ideals.
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Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda, ISIS and the Tablighi Jamaat, as they exploit religion fo  r their own
interests. Special attention is given to the Muslim Brotherhood, which is accused of contra-
dicting Islam and fomenting conflict, with the sole purpose of seizing power. The text also
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country and among the people, as known and evident in crimes of violence and terrorism
around the world | o

EPE+§-S" So§+ct'Tde§o+t'*E f;c

Dueo]u upss Z E 8} 8Z }} v 8Z ~uvv Z u 8Z} ] ooC v Z AJ}E ooClU « Z e,
C JvP }E ey SE VYVvPX dZ }upv]o }( 2 V]}E » Z}o E+ ]Jv §Z <]vP }u }(*pl E ]
§Z pv]E3CU v Y}v o }Z «]}vU 8Z }ve veps E}uv 3Z Epo EU 8Z +%E ]JvF }( *]u]o
PE}u% U }JEP v]l Y}veU ¢ 8eU Vv % EY *]e }ve] E (JE] vV }E JvP § . 8Z }}I

dZ}e 3§ EE}E]*S » S+ v % EY »]vou 3Z % ESC PD] :,ul Bdb ZU}ax XE %dJ EY/ U
e e 3Z & |8} JA] <} 1Y eU]JV]IS 8ZuU v K% J-EAD]IPRBT (PEEREEEE J(IVE »8
A Ev Plves v o E&]. 8Z ]& Z}*Yo]8C v Z3E (}J& 8Z <]vP }lul}(~u] & ] X



dz}e Al v8§ PE}u%e 0} ]Jv ou S8Z PE}U% 5Z 3 00« ]5e 0o( §Z Dpeolu E}3Z EZ}}
ANV]IE A Z}o Ee Jv 8Z <]vP }lu A Ev P Jves §Z]e PE}u% ]v % EY po EU + A oo

8Z %% E} Z }( /*0 uU ps8 E 3Z E (}00}A SZ ]E % EYe v P} 0+ 3Z § IVSE ] 8§ 3Z F
Pl}v. v % & Y JvP AZ § }v3E ] 8¢ 13 ]v § CEue }( JA] JVPU Jv JYVP P Jves o ( *} 1Y
v § EE}E] uX

§ A A Ev P ]Jves ]e 8Z Dpeo]Ju E}$Z EZ}} U (}
Al$Z Epo E*U E o00]vP P ]Jve3 0 EU YEE]VR] v+ S W] Z]VUMUVSENRUU a5 ]a]
JvP /e0 u] *} ] VY e ¢ ]PV}E viX ~]lv ]38 *§ 0]*Zu v3U 3Z]s PE}u% Z » v}§ «Z}Av vC
o}E }(3Z }} v 8Z A~pvv ZU pus )8+ P} o Je 8}« 11 o E+Z]% X dZ E (}E& U §Z2 Z]
V 5 U%S YiveU « 8P A JESZ S} ASE ule3 § EE}IE]S PEBRSEZ % A% >IU 2 A}
IviAv v A] v3]v EJu « }( AJ}lo v v § EE}E]u E}uv $Z A}Eo X

§8§Z (JE (E}vE }( 8Z « PE}u%e §Z




| AcOvdSF <tfRSdc Q M RER ‘Q<{  vot” @fc'<fctdd<{‘;]* Q' ;VEdr§Q
fCORCODIESF <tfREdc Q TEDRER ‘Q<{ ;vet" gfc'«fctdd<{' Aq: .,
OodSF <tfREdc'Q MPERGRI" Q *;| fEcdc'«fctdd<{' A¢OWISF <tfREdc"
OQ™g "§R‘»EgRdc’ Q ‘;I fEcdc‘<fctdd{' 8§+t'VE SEgd<{" {51 |<
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in a later chapter in the textbook, these parties and groups are further discussed, as they

include the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, ISIS, Hezbollah, Al-Jihad Al-Islami, Ansar-Alla  h

(the Houthis) and Al-Sururiya (dubbed a Khawarij group).
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preeminent authority of the Hidden Imam over the Islamic community); and Western demo-

cratic systems of governance, including holding elections. However, the textbook still spe-

cifically identifiestheso- FgOOdR‘ncdFEdt‘'Sf8§Rdo‘= ...'t"d‘#fcO88'AE t"dE” R

leader who clandestinely controls the operations of the organization and instructs the gen-
eral guide)] as a wrong perception of allegiance.

While the 2021 edition construed the three as un-Islamic forms of governance , which stem
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The importance of implementing critical thinking is described as crucial to strengt hening
ties between the Saudi individual and his religious and national responsib ilities, as well as
preventing extremist and detrimental thinking. The text considers as ter E ES§ct'SEme;c'n
Muslim Brotherhood and their followers, or those who agree with them, for instan ce the
Sururiyun [a Saudi salafist movement], al-Qaeda, al-Jihad, al-Takfir wa-I-Hijra. o]
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A high school history textbook presents Saudi foreign policy, and particularly the policies of

King Salman, as one that preserves stability in the region U which includes containing ter-
rorism and radicalism. This position is given as justification for the controversi al Saudi inter-
vention in Yemen's civil war, the Houthis reportedly being supported by Iran; it ca n also be

seen as an attempt to counterbalance the equally controversial Iranian infiltration of th at
Arab country.
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A newly introduced Applications of Law textbook dedicates a lesson to counte r-terrorism

laws. The lesson teaches about Saudi laws prescribing long prison terms for members o f
terror organizations, and for people who finance their activities. Students are then given
case studies of people supporting terror organizations, and are asked to ide ntify the crimes

committed by them and the punishments prescribed by Saudi law.

Students are also taught a short passage about the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coa-

lition, a military alliance between 41 Muslim countries initiated by Saudi Arabia. Accordin gto

the passage, the coalition cooperates to fight terrorism both militarily and b y fighting the
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18 Albeit removed here, the hadith about the Jewish boy now appears in Social Studies , Grade 7, Vol. 1-3, 2023,

p. 135.
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A grade 7 Islamic education textbook teaches students that harming non-Muslims is forbid-

den in Islam. This is taught as a part of a lesson in which students are taught a had ith ac-
cording to which a Muslim should not harm fellow Muslims. The lesson then emphas izes

that the message of the hadith applies also to non-Muslims, and that Islam teaches n otto
harm them.
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Altered (slightly worsened)

Students are taught that it is absolutely forbidden to point a weapon at other people, pa r-
ticularly Muslims, whether seriously or in jest, as well as shooting at weddings and driv ing
cars in an irresponsible manner.

In the 2023 edition, the specific reference to the prohibition of poin ting a gun at a Muslim
(included in the 2021 edition) was reinstated after it had been removed in 2022; the hadith
bolstering the example seems to refer to Muslims, and not people in general. In ad dition,
although the hadith mentioned that the punishment for pointing a gun at ano ther person is
Hell, the explanation in the 2022 version omitted it from one of the section s, which was not
reinstated in 2023.
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Students are taught about the historical Constitution of Medina that was signed be-
t"dd+'#f"90030R' ' @+R' #dR8+@jc* d"8c” tE§?dc{' ""§F"'dctg?08c"dR" ;d
rights, and freedoms for both parties. The textbooks state that this constitution proves

the tolerant nature of Islam. The entire textbook was removed in 2023.
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IMPACT-se applies methodological
standards which are based on UNESCO
and UN declarations, and international
recommendations and documents on ed-
ucation for peace and tolerance (see
notes). Our methodology is designed to
consider every detail within the text-
books; it does not paraphrase, rely on in-
terpretations, or attempt to illustrate pre-
conceived notions.

The following is an updated, condensed
version of the IMPACT-se UNESCO-de-
rived standards for peace and tolerance in
school education:

™ 'd‘FfEESFfOfd‘c” fOR'E ¢
f+RAJEctg+R&§+S* g+R* Edc;dF
nN@t"dE{o‘”"8c' E‘""dE‘FfOtfEc
ogOfdc'g+R "g¥® ..°08§..d]|

A+TAAATY ‘@™_~

™' FfEESFfOfd‘'c” fOR" ... ¢
tgF"dd+t‘'t "gER‘t"d'n@t"GER
a8§RfeO{ "8c' E‘'”"dE‘RdCc8EdQd
O ndR‘@g+R'@g;;E84F8gtdR|

20 As defined in the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance

The curriculum should be free of wording,
imagery and ideologies likely to create
prejudices, misconceptions, stereotypes,
misunderstandings, mistrust, racial ha-
tred, religious bigotry and national hatred,
as well as any other form of hatred or
contempt for other groups or peoples. 22

™ d  FfFEESFFOfd ¢’ fOR" 2¢
SfeSd{'F +td+t{'6+R‘'§008SdE

§+pgtd' 8Rdegc‘ E‘t"d E&dc' ""!
E 0 td* gFtc’ g+R* d+;Edcc8
Od+Fd{* §+F8tddd+t‘t ‘ ©n§ O«
"@E0'a+R""gtEdR‘t "9ER" t"¢(
dt”+8F{'EgF8§00' E'Ed®§SS§ f

Proclaimed and signed by Member States of

UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Articles 1, 4.2. See also the UN Declara tion on the Promotion among Youth

of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding Between Peopl
versal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): Education shall be di
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights
mote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations,

es (1965), Principles I, Ill. Uni-
rected to the full development of human
and fundamental freedoms. It shall pro-
racial and religious groups and shall fur-

ther the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

2! The goal of education for peace is the development of uni

regardless of different socio-cultural contexts. See

standing between Peoples (1965), Principles IV, V.

22 Ibid., and based on Articles IIl.6, IV.7 and VII.39; and on the Integrate
for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, approved by the General Conference

eighth session, Paris, November 1995, Article 18.2.

2 As defined in Article 4 of the International Convention on the
nation (ICERD), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly Resol
1965. See also Article 20 of the International Covenant on

versally recognized values in an individual,

Ibid., Article 6. See also, on exchanges between youth,
the UN Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideal

s of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under-

d Framework for Action on Education
of UNESCO at its twenty-

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
ution 2106 (XX) on December 21,
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted by the

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2200A (XXI) on December 16, 1966.
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24 Based on the Integrated Framework for Action on Education f
approved by the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-eighth s
ticle 9; and on the Declaration of Principles on Toleranc

UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 5.

25 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for internationa
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamenta

Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 1974, Article
26 The preamble to the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance proclaimed and signed by
UNESCO on November 16, 1995, notes the Convention on the Elimin
against Women and emphasizes respect for human rights and fu

tinction as to gender.

27 Based on Resolutions 32/2 (adopted June 30, 2016) and 17/19 (adopted
Rights Council, and numerous UN General Assembly resolutions e
laws and practices around the world which target individuals based on their ge
orientation for discrimination, violence, and even extrajudi

e +T_~AT_+™MA™MQO: +T -

_VvQ
TMA@+

™ d* FFEES§FfOfo' ¢’ fOR®

5ftfeO'Edc;dFt{'g+R‘c” fOR
Ed;Edcd+tgt§ +* ?2dt"dd+* §=+F
SgEROdcc* ...'t"dS§E‘'Sd+RdE"
g0c 'Ed..Eg8+'...E 8'0@+Sf}
§00SAET 't"gt'Rd;8Ftc* 08088t
FOfcg +gET'Sd+RdE‘E Odc|

T¥ "@~A_+™ MA@+
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?gc8c’ ...'cd+xfoO'?E§d+tot§

or Peace, Human Rights and Democracy,
ession, Paris, November 1995, Ar-
e proclaimed and signed by member states of

| understanding, cooperation

| freedoms, adopted by the General
V.14,

member states of

ation of Any Form of Discrimination

ndamental freedoms for all, without dis-

July 14, 2011) of the UN Human
xpressing concern and condemnation of
nder identity and/or sexual

cial, summary or arbitrary executions Uall of

which contradict the most basic principles of the UN and have no place in educati on.
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28 Based on UNESCO recommendation concerning education for international understanding, cooperation
and peace and education relating to human rights and fundamenta | freedoms, adopted by the General
Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris, November 19, 19 74, Articles 1.6, and IV.7. On the imperative
E‘RdedO ;8+S‘ncYfctddpt§F ' g+R'Egts +g 0 tROUE®t: FIOWE pdR BES ' cddt”d FfOtfEaO{'c
dF + 88F{'; O8t8FgO0O‘'g+R'EdO8SS fc'cof EFdl'a"d: . TEFOOHEDS FU{...' VEBRCES;Odc*' +*™ (
proclaimed and signed by member states of UNESCO on November 16, 199 5, Article 4.2. On education for
international cooperation, see also the UN Declaration on th e Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of
Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples (1965), Principle II.
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Students learned that one of the goals of studying the science of hadi th - evaluating the
credibility of Islamic oral tradition - §c‘t ‘Edd;'t"d*AcOod8§F'EdO§S8 +'FOdoE"
traditions. It was explained that these traditions indirectly cause divisions withi n the Islamic
nation ( ummah).
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The Temple Mount was equated with the Al-Agsa Mosque, as the Jews were accused of

desecrating it by turning it into a marketplace for lending and exchanging mon ey. The Jews
"dEd'gOc ‘?0@98dR‘gc'g‘'F OOdFt§ud'.. E'E§008+S"' dcfepdIBEcF§;0
0" Yo<'t’d'Ag;t8§ct{'sc*"dOO'gc'ottdd;t§+S‘t ‘EE§O00" dcfc';iAktoar ' "§0
the Jews had lost interest in the Al-Agsa Mosque/Temple Mount - implying that th eir pre-
sent-day claims to it are fabricated - and that the Western Wall is the wall to which Mu ham-

mad tied his beast Al-Buragq to, thus claiming that site as Islamic.
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The Saudi curriculum presented Islam as a perfect middle ground between the extreme be-
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imbuing God with human attributes, while Christianity was criticized for equating Jesus with

God.
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A negative depiction of Jews and Christians has been removed in 2021, in which their

claims regarding Jesus were refuted  Sthe Jews, who claim to have killed him, and the
Christians, who claim he is a god.
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gators behind the Battle of the Trench (626 AD), waged between Muslims and non-Mus lim
Arabians for control of Medina. The text now explains in more general terms that the cause
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The Saudi textbook held a Jewish man responsible for the assassination the third ca liph,
i¥t"0@+"'8?2+"1 ... .. g+, * T<{'?71'8dd?dEc‘ ..'t"d""dtdE REFdBdEEAEtC
Islamic history, and a milestone in the development of the Sunni-Shiite di vide. The Jewish
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was blamed for spreading discord and disunity among the Muslim community and creati ng

the major rifts that define Islam to this day - specifically, between Sunnis and Shiites.
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A description of the people who wronged and hurt Muhammad throughout his lif e included
the Jews of Medina, who were accused of plotting against him, and potentially also of dou-
ble-crossing him and breaching their agreements with him.
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Jews and Christians were cursed by Muhammad for the worship of tombs, as seenin a
hadith inserted into a chapter that forbids such a practice. The paragraph was removed
from the 2020 textbook.
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The sin of mocking God was taught with a negative example of a statement attributed to
nt’d‘ d,;awho said t"gt‘ne Rjc'”"g+Rc‘'gEd't§dR|o*™"8§c‘'d+2d;0d "gc'EdS
textbook, and in 2021 it appeared again without specifying that it was the Jews w ho said it.

Although Jews were not mentioned in 2021, students might understand that it is attributed
to the Jews, the Qur @nic verse itself from which it is taken (5:64) attributes this statement
t ‘nt"d" d'clo"’
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with tolerance {*"@c'Ed;OgFdR‘'"§t"'g‘'R§... ... dEd+t'""gR8t"'t"gt'Rdd +ctEgtd
osity and tolerance without mentioning Jews or any other group.
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Students are asked to write about how God protected different Prophets from harm, with
+d'd+g8;0d ?2d§+S‘nt”d* d'co*"g+t§+S‘t ‘ES§OO* dcfc';iAco<|
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Polytheism is described as the greatest sin possible, which is unforgivable by A llah and pun-
ished by an eternity in Hell. Hence, Muslims are to avoid taking on any characteristic of pol-
ytheists. Even though the following text was removed, the 2021 version still teaches about
polytheism and the need to avoid it.
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Verses from the Al-Furgan Surah teach that polytheists always collaborate against Allah, with
t"d‘td+t? Ejc'8§+tdE;Edtgt§ +'dad+'gRRE8§+S‘'t"gt't"d ' FtGBd?tEatEt"E
tefS"t't"gt't”’d'}fEjo+‘ctatdc’; Oft"d8&ctc'” §O Oh& Paratise thét fvitc td o R
believers.
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In a section teaching to shun infidels, hypocrites, and polytheists, students were taug ht that
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Love of life and dislike of death were taught to be a source of terrible weakness and sinful-

ness of contemporary Muslims, which will ultimately lead to them being attacked and sub

ju-
gated by the nations of the world.
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Students were taught that sorcery is a form of infidelity, punishable by death. Students still
learn that sorcerers will be punished, however the nature of this punishment is now vague
andnon- c;dF §... 8§ F{‘ @ c" 8atcirdiny @' el laws of Islamic Sharia | o
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In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, it was taught that  jihad § ctha climax of
Islamo' g+ R"'8c' =t best of pious acts and greatest forms of obedience lo*A+ctdgR"
Ed..dEE§+S‘t ‘§tc'd Ed';doFd...fO'0+R‘c;8E8tfoO'sc;dFtc{'d+#'5;0d
and hadith that celebrate violent  jihad. One verse even argued that martyrs never really die,

but instead live with Allah and are greatly rewarded, thus legitimizing and even prio ritizing

combat and violence as a form of jihad
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In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, one condition for engaging in  jihad is the
ability to do so, exemplified by Muhammad who was at first at a disadvantage against the
Quraysh tribe. He could wage jihad against them only after immigrating to Medina, and re-
dctg?08c"8§+S't"d #fcO8§dcj'; "dE|
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Violence and murder on behalf of Muhammad were justified, and praised in a had ith that
d+do;08...8dc't”’d*'O nd't"gt'#f"0000RjCc'F 0;86+8 +c'"gR"'... HCFEDY.Q. E
tions of two young companions who killed a man for voicing swear words at Muhammad.
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In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, students were presented with very spe-
cific circumstances in which  jihad is to be performed, forbidding Muslims from retreating
from the battlefield, as well as discussing jihad as a matter of self-defense or being ordered
by the ruler.
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In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, students were taught that entering into
combat is considered jihad only when it is for protection or to elevate Islamic principles, and
not when it is to demonstrate bravery, zealotry, patriotism, or to seek fortune.
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In a chapter about jihad that was removed in 2021, combat was presented as an integral
aspect of jihad, used for objectives such as protection and confronting injustice and anarchy.
The text emphasized that combative jihad is not a tool of aggression, but a tool of peace and
co-existence that is under the sole responsibility of the leader.
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Conservative gender stereotypes were reinforced in a removed image that shows a moth er
hanging laundry and cooking meals as her contribution to family life. The storybo ard was
centered around a family trying to save money to go on the umra trip (pilgrimage to Mecca
outside the official Aajj season). There was also a positive message about electricity conser-
vation; however, the way that the mother was presented gives students the idea that do-
mestic roles are the responsibility of women.
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In a chapter about the Al-Agsa Mosque, students were falsely taught that Jews expel thou-
sands of people from their homes and properties, attack worshippers, harass and arrest peo-
ple, shut down charities, and commit other acts to harm Islamic life in Jerusalem.
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The textbook claimed that the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem is a politically motivated

tion, and that the Temple Mount has always been occupied by a mosque. Israel and
Jewish people were accused of actively seeking to destroy the Al-Agsa Mosque, re
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A chapter about the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem  Uunderstood to refer to the whole Temple
Mount UFO@80dR ‘t”gt' d'c'g+R'I"E§ct8p+c' +Of‘t E'§+tdEdct ' §+'t"d"¢
08§c8t{'86;078+S ‘t"gt't"d'c8§tdjc'8d; Etg+Fd'§+'t” cd' ' BthOg&hE ~c'"@c'.
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the Al-Agsa Mosque, and what could be done to prevent this.
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The text recounted the history of the Al- Aco'# CAfd'?Y‘'F 8;6E§+S‘8tc‘n..s 00§
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lims growing weak. In this context it was stated that Saudi Arabia supports the Pale stinian

cause Uimplying that the goal is to re-Islamize Jerusalem. The state of disrepair of th e Tem-

ple Mount in the Byzantine period, before the Islamic conquest, was furthermore de scribed
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Type of colonial-
ism

Definition Examples

- What the Spanish did to the native Americans in Central
Immigration of groups of residents fron South America, and the Portuguese that settled in Brazil
foreign powerful countries to weaker  forced their culture and language upon them.

Settler colonial- °N€S: in order to build colonial settle- _\yat the English did to the native Americans in North Ar
ism ments for them, while deporting the ori ica and also in Australia.

inal inhabitants and expelling / extermi-

nating / integrating them into the new

society. - The European colonialism in Central Africa and Rhodesi

(Zimbabwe.)

- The occupation of the Land of Palestine.
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