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Executive Summary 

This IMPACT-se report examines 220 textbooks from the United Arab Emirates' national 

curriculum, between 2016 and 2021. While the curriculum is mandated in government schools, 

private institutions are also required to teach Islamic education, social studies and Arabic as a 

second language. More future research in arts and sciences, will address such subjects as 

English, biology, mathematics, business, and technology. 

Main Findings 

 The Emirati curriculum teaches that prosperity and national pride are closely 

associated with peace and tolerance. Engagement and cooperation with non-

nationals and the world are lauded. 

 Textbooks offer a realistic approach to peace and security, teach patriotism, anti -

radicalism, commitment to defending the homeland, and cooperating with allies; 

peacemaking is by far the priority . 

 Language and moral education programs encourage cultural diversity, curiosity 

and happiness. Students prepare for a highly competitive world; they are taught 

positive thinking and well-being.  

 The large Islamic education program emphasizes tolerance, coexistence, and 

friendly relations with all non-Muslims and ethnicities. 

 The curriculum only partially fosters gender equality through a spirit of 

partnership in the public sphere; it supports active women's participation  in all 

walks of life. In the home, especially, men and women should follow traditional 

Islamic family values. They should avoid imitating each other. 

 View of a changing Middle East, away from blaming foreigners to taking local 

responsibility. Support for the Palestinian cause continues but no longer seen as 

key to solving the broader range of regional challenges. Radicalism and hate are 

the chief threat. 

 Iranian expansionism is a threat; the Gulf islands' territorial dispute is taught. The 

[Turkish -] Ottoman record is harshly criticized. 

 Relations with the West are central and friendly. A mixed history encourages trust 

and engagement, but also self-reliance. China, Russia, and India are important 

partners. Moderate and pragmatic Arab countries are close allies; attitude toward 

Qatar is business-like. 

 The Abraham Accords are taught within Islamic education. Anti -Israeli material 

has been moderated. But Israel is not displayed in maps. 

 Apart from unbiased information, international standards for peace and tolerance 

are generally met. The research did not find antisemitism, hate or incitement. 
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 The textbooks portray China as an open and tolerant society for religio us and 

ethnic minorities. Historical slavery in the Middle East is not addressed. 

Holocaust and Jewish history should be taught. And maps must show Israel. 

 Other historical relations, especially with Western colonialism, appear to be accurate 

and perceptive. 

 

Future Vision 

National visions of prosperity through hard work, education and long-term planning are 

encouraged. The curriculum instills an awareness of international competition, particularly in 

education and teaches a can-do attitude. 

Students learn the connection between prosperity and peace; social responsibility is important. 

Imagination and curiosity toward other cultures and civilizations are encouraged. Being positive 

and experiencing happiness are fundamental values necessary to lead a rich, fulfilling , and 

healthy life. 

From an early age, students learn the connection between peace and prosperity. Attitudes toward 

peacemaking are realistic. Conflict resolution skills are taught, along with security issues. 

The curriculum emphasizes loyalty to the homeland and martyrdom in its defense. National 

identity is imprinted with references to the leadership, history, people, location, and a sense of 

destiny. Identities range from the various emirates and families that form the UAE federation; 

gender; ethnicity; expatriates; state leadership; institutions; and national symbolsðto pan-Arab 

Gulf (Khaleeji); pan-Arab; regional; and global identities. 

Between democracy and shura (Islamic consultation), the curriculum emphasizes a practical and 

open society. 

Tolerance and Diversity 

The curriculum conveys the advantages of relating to foreigners. Diversity is taught through 

various literary means. There is a natural curiosity exhibited toward what is far away and 

mysterious. 

An expansive Islamic education curriculum emphasizes peace and tolerance; it is ill -disposed to 

radicalism and terrorism. Students are taught to resist and actively debunk claims that Islam is a 

violent religion and will never become a religion of terror. 

Freedom of religion and faith is a core issue. The curriculum encourages family ties with non-

Muslims. Tolerance (and even love)
1
 should be directed to all non-Muslims.

2
 

                                                           
1
 Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, pp. 49ï50. 
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National pride is closely associated with tolerance. The history of the ancient Christian 

community in the UAE is mentioned. Meetings of Muslim clerics with the Pope are emphasized. 

Gender 

The Emirati curriculum's attitude toward gender anticipates the integration of women into the 

economy and public life; it thus advocates equality and a spirit of partnership between men and 

women publicly, with an emphasis on protecting family values according to Islam and Emirati 

tradition. This last point contains specific gender roles for males and females; an acceptance of 

(Islamic) polygamy, and the rejection of non-traditional gender roles, such as "immodest 

behavior in public" and imitation of the other sex.
3
 

The UAE in the Middle East 

The curriculum's authors seem determined to educate for peace and stability. Only defensive 

wars are justified.
4
 The Emirati curriculum embraces a realistic pro-peace paradigm. Students 

learn about the chaotic situation of the Middle East and are expected to help in leading the region 

to a better future, but when necessary be ready to defend the homeland. Problems are understood 

as innate to the region itself, not from the schemes of faraway enemies. 

Apart from Qatar, the curriculum views neighboring Arab countriesðSaudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

Oman, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Algeria and Moroccoðas close friends. In particular, Saudi Arabia 

is a leading partner in peace and war. Egypt, too, is an important ally. The UAE consistently 

supports the independence and territorial integrity of its neighbors such as Iraq; the curriculum 

discusses participation in Yemen's civil war in support of the Yemeni government, Saudi Arabia 

and other allies. 

The conflict with Iran regarding the Three Gulf Islandsðthe Tunbs (Greater and Lesser) and 

Abu Musaðis told from the UAE perspective, through a measured and well-researched 

narrative. Students learn that the proper name for the Gulf is the "Arabian Gulf," and the region 

faces a threat from Iranian expansionism. 

Turkey is not directly criticized, but the current curriculum disparages the Ottoman Empire. The 

Ottomans are portrayed as colonialists, weakening the Arab world with crushing poverty with 

responsibility for many atrocities. Descriptions of Qatar are neutral and business-like. 

The Abraham Accords with Israel are incorporated into the Islamic Education textbooks. 

Highlighted is the endorsement of the treaty by leading Islamic UAE organizations. The new 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
2
 Ibid., p. 50. 

3
 Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 106; Regarding polygamy especially, see 

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, pp. 18ï27, 36ï45. 
4
 Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 46. 
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textbooks widen the scope of Israel's recognition. Though less significant, solidarity with other 

Arab countries regarding the Palestinian cause remains strong, even if the Palestinian question is 

no longer described as "the foundation of the conflicts and struggles in the Middle East, and the 

key to the solution" of that region's problems.
5
 A poem by Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish 

serves to encourage childrenðparticularly girlsðto dream and fulfill their dreams. 

The curriculum does not teach the Holocaust or the long history of Jews (and minorities) in the 

region. Israel remains invisible in all textbook maps. The attitude toward Jews as a minority 

corresponds with the positive attitude exhibited toward other non-Muslims. 

International Affairs  

Relations with the Westðmainly the US, Britain and Franceðare important; but trust is not 

unlimited. American culture serves both as a source of inspiration and a threat to local culture. 

French culture is viewed more benevolently. Relations with Britain remain important. Economic 

and technological ties with the West are important, but not more so than the country's 

independence. 

The historical relations with India are highly valued and occupy more coverage than in previous 

editions. Relations with China are stressed somewhat less emphatically in the curriculum. 

Muslim and other religious persecution in that country is still ignored. Russia is treated as a 

major strategic partner. 

Standards for Peace and Tolerance 

The Emirati curriculum generally meets international standards for peace and tolerance. 

Textbooks are free of hate and incitement against others. The curriculum teaches students to 

value the principle of respect for other cultures and encourages curiosity and dialogue. It praises 

love, affection, and family ties with non-Muslims. Gestures of interfaith, particularly with 

Christianity, are evident along with noticeable expressions of tolerance toward Judaism. 

Tolerance extends beyond Jews and Christians to any non-Muslimsðeven polytheists. 

The curriculum teaches respect for the individual Other and supports the ideal of multiple races, 

faiths and nationalities living side-by-side in the Emirates. It invests much effort in the principle 

of peacemakingðnot shying away from teaching about warsðand their resolution. The attention 

given to the vast peaceful heritage of the Islamic faith is a departure from what is often observed 

in other local curricula. 

The UAE has a realistic view of the Middle East. Education for peacemaking and moderation 

should not be misunderstood; if necessary to defend the nation, Emirati youth are taught to be 

ready to join the army and sacrifice their lives in martyrdom (shahada). The use of such Islamic  

                                                           
5
 National Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2016ï17, p. 74. (Quoted passage removed from the curriculum.) 
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terms in the context of national defense should be reevaluated.
6
 Purely religious concepts are 

often part of the terminology associated with political conflicts; this may lead to 

misunderstandings on the part of students. 

The textbooks generally provide information in an unbiased manner, but they are not always 

successful. The depiction of Ottoman history is unbalanced. Students will benefit by learning an 

accurate and complete history of slavery and minorities in the Middle East. The People's 

Republic of China is surprisingly described as a tolerant, multicultural society, which respects 

religions. As an emerging superpower, partially relying on the UAE for energy resources, 

students will benefit from an accurate and realistic depiction of the PRC, especially regarding 

minority religious rights. Israel's cartographic presence is virtually non-existent; the question of 

Holocaust avoidance and the story of Jewish presence in the region leave much room for 

improvement. 

Despite such lapses, with the reduction of biased material, an emphasis on moral education and 

the inclusion of the Abrahamic Accords, a serious effort is being made to teach information that 

leads to peace, particularly within the framework of Islamic education. 

The curriculum does not fully meet the international standards of gender identity and 

representation. It does meet such standards to the extent that women are considered equal to men 

and encouraged to become prominent members of society. Textbooks refrain "from language, 

content, and imagery that depicts limiting and/or exclusionary gender roles." Viewed from a 

different perspective, the Emirati curriculum is keen on protecting family values according to 

Islamic sharia and the Emirati tradition. In short, men are more equal in the home environment. 

Women must obey their husbands. Specific gender roles for males and females allow polygamy, 

restrict certain interreligious marriages, and reject non-traditional gender roles and imitation of 

the other sex. Thus, according to UNESCO's Western-centered values of gender behavior, the 

Emirati curriculum falls short. As to sexual orientation, the Emirati curriculum is also "free of 

language, content, and imagery that promulgate violence or discrimination on the basis of sexual 

orientation." 

The principle of sound prosperity and cooperation is often revealed as the most important 

element in IMPACT-se's system of evaluating curricula. In that sense, the Emirati curriculum 

offers a rare and notable model of an education system that is on the path toward achieving this 

goal. 

 

 

                                                           
6
 Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 46.  
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Preface 

The collection and research of most of the textbooks for this IMPACT-se report on the 

United Arab Emirates curriculum occurred during the celebration of that nation's fiftieth 

anniversary of its independence. This auspicious time of jubilee signifies the culmination of an 

ongoing curriculum reform that has been taking place in recent years. In 2016 the UAE launched 

a significant program focused on moral education; recent editions promote a vision for the 

Emirates during the next half-century, revolving around peace and prosperity. 

Securing peace and prosperity centers on educating for successful and responsible participation 

in an extremely competitive global economy. This curriculum tries hard to teach students how to 

balance competitiveness with compassion and adhere to traditional mores, with the goal of a 

happy life that draws upon shared values, love, and respect. 

Seen as a whole, the curriculum appears to be in a period of transformation aimed at preparing 

the Emirati young generation for such a vision. It invites students to feel pride and take courage 

from the achievements of the UAE in its first fifty years and to draw upon lessons from the three- 

hundred-year history of the Coastal Emirates. 

Such historical experience has apparently enabled the Emiratis to fashion a truly moderate 

perspective of Islam. Clearly it is at odds with any notion of political Islam, or Islamism, rooted 

in revival movements which have, from the eighteenth century on, tried to reform the Islamic 

world out of a self-perception of failure, corruption, and decline. This sentimentðjustified or 

notðconvinced such "reformers" that (radical) "Islam is the solution" for this weakness. Hence, 

they saw in Islam a tool for securing power. This power was considered necessary to bring 

justice first, by destroying existing Islamic authorities, and later, defeating the technologically 

advanced Europeans, who willy -nilly penetrated, and then controlled the abode of Islam. 

But the experience of the Emiratisðas plainly reflected in the curriculumðis different. Local 

leadership was generally not deemed to be corrupt and oppressive. Engagement with the 

European powers, mainly the British, involved a few skirmishes and required some give and 

take, but was generally benign. The Emiratis not only benefitted from Pax Britannica, they 

eventually thrived. They even tried to remain a British protectorate, accepting independence only 

as a second choice. 

Thus, resentment, the main motivation behind radical Islam, appears to be generally absent from 

the Emirati curriculum. And so are dreams of revenge, conquests, and hegemony. Much 

experience has been accumulated in engagement with the world. Tribal structures held fast, and 

Islam was practiced seriously but with no frenzy. Islam was not a solution to compensate for 

weakness. It wasðand remainsð"the right thing to do." 
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This does not mean that all Emirati citizens object to political Islam. Part of the motivation 

behind this curriculum and the stress on anti-radicalism may be related to activities of the 

Muslim Brotherhood. 

Iranian and Turkish support of Islamist radicals amounts to a regional problem that could 

threaten the stability of the Emirati federation. Both countries harbor imperial ambitions. To 

offset such challenges, the Emirati curriculum maintains its adherence to Islam and pursuit of 

peace while prioritizing tolerant engagement; but it pragmatically also underscores a 

commitment to the defense of the country. 

The strong pro-peace-and-tolerance message coming out of this curriculum constitutes the best 

tool for combating radicalism and violence while building a viable future for the Emirates. 

A political culture of free dialogue and debate requires balanced, fact-based education to explore 

the world's complexities, past, present and future. 

The Emirati curriculum earns high marks for its pursuit of peace and tolerance. It should be 

equally unrelenting to provide students with unbiased information in all fields. 

Eldad J. Pardo, PhD 

Director of Research 
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Introduction 

The United Arab Emirates has rapidly transformed itself over the past decades,
7
 making it 

an important regional actor exerting global significance, punctuated by economic dynamism, 

political influence, and military prowess. During the same period, much of the Arab Middle East 

embarked in the opposite direction. Country after country rebelled, imploded, fell prey to foreign 

invasions or to violence and destruction inflicted by radical Islamist movements or local proxies 

controlled by aggressive neighbors. Against this background, and with the US and Europe 

fatigued of policing the region, functioning Arab countries often find themselves in precarious 

circumstances; complete reliance on others for security is no longer feasible. In the midst of this 

environment, the energetic and focused UAE has become a central pillar in an emerging alliance 

of countries attempting to stem the tide of radicalism and bring the region back to a measure of 

stability, and beyond that to prosperity. 

In the United Arab Emirates, education is regarded as a key factor in coping with and building on 

this transformation, safeguarding the necessary human and cultural development, but also 

ensuring that the UAE might equally contribute to this larger economic and cultural world of 

which it has become a part. 

The current research, which examines 220 textbooks from the UAE national curriculum, 

represents IMPACT-seôs second effort to review Emirati education. Our first preliminary report, 

published in September 2020,
8
 focused on the 2016 UAE Moral Education program launched 

across the country's seven emirates, at the time described by education experts as a "remarkable 

development."
9
 The report of Grades 1ï12, encompasses a wide range of the UAE curriculum in 

subject matters such as Islamic education, national and social education, Arab literature, history 

and moral education. While the report is not exhaustive, the researched corpus nevertheless 

provides a good grasp of this transforming curriculum, between 2016 and 2021. More future 

research in arts and sciences, will  address such subjects as English, biology, mathematics, 

business and technology. 

Education and State Cohesion in the UAE 

State cohesion based on shared identity and genuine equal rights for all inhabitants does not exist 

in the Middle East. All of the region's countriesðdemocratic or notðare "unable to define, 

                                                           
7
 David Pollack, "The UAE's Second Half-Century: Building Forward to What?", The Washington Institute for Near 

East Policy, December 2, 2021, 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/uaes-second-half-century-building-forward-what 
8
 Dina Tsamir and Hagai Yehoshafat, "United Arab Emirates, Moral Education Textbooks," IMPACT-se, Sept 2020, 

https://bit.ly/3E4lqmG. 
9
 Richard Pring, "Development of Moral Education in the UAE: Lessons to be Learned," Oxford Review of 

Education 45, no. 3 (2019): p. 297. The preliminary report of IMPACT-se can be found on our website: 

https://www.impact-se.org/reports/unitedarabemirates/. 
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project, and maintain a national identity that is both inclusive and representative."
10

 These 

countries accommodate a variety of ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural subgroups, but their 

"national identities" do not sufficiently embody all of their inhabitants. This cross-regional 

failure entails a host of problems ranging from authoritarianism, diminished well-being, and 

economic hurdles as well as discrimination and violence. 

The Gulf Statesðparticularly the United Arab Emiratesðare a special case in this scenario. In 

many Middle Eastern countries zealous nationalist and Islamist regimes oppressed or threw out 

religious or ethnic minorities, many of them "sources of initiative and wealth."
11

 In the UAE, 

however, the doors have been kept open for foreigners. Only 12 percent of the 9.8 million 

population consists of local Khaleeji Arab citizens; the rest are non-citizens.
12

 Beside the 

countryðfrom its vast oil resourcesðproviding the capital necessary to accommodate so many 

non-nationals, this considered open-door policy is perhaps the leading cause for the UAE's 

economic success and moderate behavior. With seemingly little apprehension from the presence 

of the huge non-native population, this tiny Gulf nation vigorously competes to attract more 

talent, most recently with the newly launched "UAE Strategy for Talent Attraction and 

Retention,"
13

 a program aimed at attracting highly qualified professionals to settle in the 

Emirates. 

Two other causes for the UAE's success are historical and cultural. The engagement with the 

British and other Western powers allowed the country to comfortably secure a semi-independent 

status, leading to complete independence in 1971. Tribal culture, shared language and religion, 

and a federalist structure also contribute to stability and development. 

Since ancient times, the Gulf region was a hub of international trade between East and West. 

Sumerians, Phoenicians, Greeks, Persians, Indians, Africans and Arabs were all part of the 

cultural interaction which blossomed in the Gulf. In the sixteenth century, local Arab tribes 

alternatively struggled and cooperated with the Ottomans and Iranian Safavids, as well as 

Europeansðmost significantly the Portugueseðwho later arrived in ships. 

But local tribes such as the Al -Qasimi clan of Ras al-Khaima, also developed impressive 

maritime power, and in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries were in control of seas 

                                                           
10

 R Kumaraswamy, "Who Am I? The Identity Crisis in the Middle East," Middle East Review of International 

Affairs 10, no. 1 (March 2006): p. 63. 
11

 Martin Kramer, "Israelôs Vulnerable New Friends," The Times of Israel, September 27, 2020, 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/israels-vulnerable-new-friends/. 
12

 Ibid. 
13

 Staff Reporter, "Sheikh Mohammed Approves UAE Strategy for Talented Expats," Expat Media, April 15, 2012, 

https://www.expatmedia.net/sheikh-mohammed-approves-uae-strategy-talented-expats/2021/04/; 

Gavin Gibbon, "GCC Countries to 'Raise the Bar' as UAE Adopts Strategy to Attract and Retain Top Talent," 

Arabian Business, April 15, 2021, 

https://www.arabianbusiness.com/jobs/462124-gcc-countries-to-raise-the-bar-as-uae-adopts-strategy-to-attract-

retain-top-talent. 
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in the lower Gulf and in much of the Indian Ocean. Trade consisted of mainly fishing and 

pearling but also involved slaves and spices.
14

 These local groups attacked British and Indian 

ships in the open seas, earning the coastal waters the moniker: "Pirate Coast." The term "pirate" 

probably should be understood in its historical context. For the Qasimis, and many modern 

scholars, it was really "tactical maritime warfare and a legitimate source of revenue," signifying 

a menace to the vital interests of the British Empire and its Omani allies.
15

 

The Omanis, who in the second half of the eighteenth century became the dominant economic 

and naval force in the western Indian Ocean and the Gulf, similarly suffered from pressures 

exerted by the British, the French and Wahhabis, but, unlike the Qasimis, managed to find an 

accommodation with the British.
16

 In 1819 the British navy defeated the Qasimis, securing the 

Gulf region as a sphere of Western (mostly British) influence until 1971. 

Western Influence 

Overall, British hegemony in the region (1820ï1971) and its corollary role as a leading power 

and protector were not coercive. Most scholars agree that Britain largely conformed to 

expectations of local elites regarding a protector's duties and rights.
17

 In 1835, a maritime truce 

was signed, and most of the current-day Emirates officially became part of the Trucial Coast 

([Trucial States] Al-SǕỠil al-MutaἨǕliỠ), a name given to the six initial (UAE) tribes in the Gulf 

who had signed treaties with Great Britain.
18

 This period of stability and trust had a positive 

impact on the region's environment as well as on political culture. The British kept the 

sheikhdoms' independence, "as long as they preserve law and order and maintain a system of 

administration that will satisfy or at any rate be tolerated by their subjects."
19

 This involved the 

well-established practice of slavery in Iran and throughout Arabia.
20

 The British fiercely fought 

against African slave trafficking on the open seas mostly until the 1890s, a policy in line with 

                                                           
14

 Abdul Sheriff, "The Persian Gulf and the Swahili Coast: A History of Acculturation over the Longue Durée," in 

The Persian Gulf in History, ed. Laurence G. Potter (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), pp. 173ï88, 182ï83. 
15

Muhammad al-Qasimi, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf, 2nd ed. (London: Routledge, 1986), p. 173; Charles 

E. Davies, The Blood-Red Arab Flag: An Investigation into Qasimi Piracy 1797ï1820, (Exeter: Exeter University 

Press, 1997). 
16

 Patricia Risso, Oman and Muscat: An Early Modern History, (London: Croom, 1986; New York: Routledge 

Reprint, 2017). 
17

James Onley, "Britain and the Gulf Shaikhdoms, 1820-1971: The Politics of Protection," CIRS Occasional Papers, 

2009, 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=2825942. 
18

 Also known as Trucial States of the Coast of Oman (Al-ImǕrǕt Al-MutaἨǕliỠa) or the Trucial Sheikhdoms (Al-

MashyakhǕt Al-MutaἨǕliỠa). These consisted of Abu Dhabi (1820ï1971), Ajman (1820ï1971), Dubai (1835ï1971, 

Ras Al Khaimah (1820ï1972), Sharjah (1820ï1971), and Umm Al Quwain (1820ï1971); Fujairah (1952ï71), only 

joined the Trucial States in the mid-twentieth century. 
19

 According to a British Gulf Resident, 1931 (quoted. in Onley, "Britain"), p.11. 
20

 Unlike the Americas and Sub-Saharan Africa, "Islamic protocols and cultural mores" granted slaves in the Gulf 

"certain rights and privileges such as the possibility of liberation and cultural integration." Behnaz A.Mirzai, "The 

Persian Gulf and Britain: The Suppression of the African Slave Trade," in Abolitions as a Global Experience 

Hideaki Suzuki, ed. (Singapore: NUS, 2016), p. 114; Jerzy Zdanowski, "The Manumission Movement in the Gulf in 

the First Half of the Twentieth Century," Middle Eastern Studies 47, no. 6 (2011): p. 863. 
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their "good intentions and imperial interests."
21

 Even then, they were hard pressed to reconcile 

their "conflicting commitments to antislavery and free markets."
22

 The (British) Persian Gulf 

Residency interfered only marginally to protect slaves in trouble or block inland trade of 

indigenous people (such as the Iranian Baluchis).
23

 The sheikhdoms thus benefitted from security 

and peace, entrusted Britain with the management of their foreign affairs, and "acquiesced in 

considerable British influence for their domestic and commercial affairs."
24

 

When in 1968 Britain decided to depart the Gulf, thus ending "Pax Britannica," the Trucial 

States found themselves on their own. They tried to convince the British to stay on but 

apparently their offer was not even considered.
25

 Despite the obvious disappointment felt by the 

Emirati rulers, the long period of foreign guardianship, which allowed for the development of 

local administration, helped to foster a culture of cooperation and peace. Thus, the collective 

emirates succeeded in achieving peaceful independence, though unwanted and unexpected.
26

 In 

December 1971, after three years of negotiations, a new polity of six emirates (Abu Dhabi, 

Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain and Fujairah) emerged as the independent United Arab 

Emirates. After some hesitation, Qatar and Bahrain opted to stay out of the new federation, while 

Ras Al-Khaima joined two months later (in February 1972) as the seventh emirate. 

Britain, for its part, initiated the idea of a federation, lobbied for it and assisted in devising solid 

security arrangements to offset any threats from regional or even global antagonists.
27

 For its 

efforts, Britain lost most of its influence in the region and the USðwith its then two regional 

allies Saudi Arabia and Iranðbecame the dominant force. 

But independence was not necessarily good news for all dwellers of the Gulf. 

As a result of these new political realities, travel between nations became more 

diffi cult for Gulf residents. Increased focus on security in the Gulf resulted in more 

scrutiny and documentation for the inhabitants of the region. Suddenly, people had to 

have passports and work permits. Citizenship became an issue throughout the region. A 

                                                           
21

 Matthew S. Hopper, "Imperialism and the Dilemma of Slavery in Eastern Arabia and the Gulf, 1873ï1939," 

ltinerario 30, no. 3 (2006): p. 76. 
22

 Ibid., p. 77; Suzanne Miers, Slavery in the Twentieth Century: The Evolution of a Global Problem (Walnut Creek, 

CA: AltaMira, 2003), p. 16. 
23

 Hideaki Suzuki, "Baluchi Experiences Under Slavery and the Slave Trade of the Gulf of Oman and the Persian 

Gulf, 1921ï1950," Journal of the Middle East and Africa 4, no.2 (2013): pp. 205ï23; Mirzai, "The Persian," p. 13; 

Zdanowski, "The Manumission," pp. 874, 879. 
24

 Gregory Gause, "British and American Policies in the Persian Gulf, 1968-1973," Review of International Studies 

11, no. 4 (October 1985): p. 249. 
25

 Ibid., p. 253. Labor party politics and general change in attitude seem to have been the immediate reason for the 

withdrawal, even though historical strategic and financial forces were at play; David B. Roberts, "British National 

Interest in the Gulf: Rediscovering a Role?" International Affairs, 90, no. 3 (2014): p. 668. 
26

 William O. Beeman, "Gulf Society: An Anthropological View of the KHALIJISðTheir 

Evolution and Way of Life," in The Persian Gulf in History, Laurence G. Potter, ed. (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2009), p. 153. 
27

 Gause, "British and American," p. 253. 
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Kuwaiti "citizen," for example, would have extensive rights to medical care, education, 

and other social guarantees that a noncitizen would not enjoy. Many people became, by 

happenstance, citizens of the new nations where they happened to be living when the 

new states were formed, despite the fact that their immediate families might be spread 

out all over the Gulf.
28

 

Arguably learning from lessons of the past, the United Arab Emirates adopted a positive attitude 

toward peace and harmony in the region. The federalist nation-state emerged not as a result of a 

bitter struggle for independence, but rather as a pragmatic decision agreed-upon voluntarily by 

the various emirates. Another lesson may relate to the centuries-old pearling industry which 

suddenly disappeared due to fluctuations of the global economy. The main blow occurred in the 

1930s with the combination of the world depression and increased competition from Japanese 

cultured pearls.
29

 When the British left in the 1970s, all traces of local pearling disappeared.
30

 

Pearling and trading were not only a source of income but also a way of life. In times of plenty, 

pearlers were reluctant to invest their hard-earned profitsðeven in extremely safe alternative 

businesses. Some came to regret that later, when global markets were depressed.
31

 This is 

another example of the intimate centuries-old relationship between the Gulfðespecially what is 

now the UAEðand the global environment. 

The Path to a Curriculum 

Looking at the path leading to the UAE curriculum, one has the impression that the Emiratis 

have applied historical lessons in a holistic manner, gaining impetus from both positive and 

detrimental influences and events. While assuming a leadership role in maintaining peace and 

harmony with both global and regional powers, the UAE has perhaps been in the forefront 

among Gulf nations in combating Islamist radicalism, judged by the Emiratis as wrong-headed 

and self-defeating. And if in the past, the Trucial States may have felt abandoned by the 

protection offered by British forces, the UAE's current armed forces have reached a level of 

proficiency able to cooperate with allies, and defend against both real and potential enemies, 

regionally and globally.
32

 

                                                           
28
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29

 Christopher M. Davidson, The United Arab Emirates: A Study in Survival (Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner, 
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31
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32
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Some experts have used the metaphor "Little Sparta" to describe the UAE's prowess and martial 

spirit.
33

 

But military and economic efforts have not been enough to offset the growing radicalism in the 

region. The UAE struggled from the 2000s to shield itself from radical Islamism, mainly through 

legal and cultural campaigns. In 2011, legal measures were taken against the Muslim 

Brotherhood,
34

 culminating in declaring it a terrorist organization.
35

 In 2014, a Muslim Council 

of Elders was founded in Abu Dhabi under the chairmanship of Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, the 

Grand Imam of Al-Azhar to promote interfaith and tolerance. This was followed by a law against 

discrimination and hatred in 2015 and a Ministry of Tolerance Program in 2016. Muhammed bin 

Zayed, Abu Dhabiôs crown prince and the UAE's de-facto ruler, visited the Vatican in September 

2016 and meeting with Pope Francis; the Pope reciprocated with a visit to Abu Dhabi in 2019.
36

 

Following this period of events, the UAE established an International Institute for Tolerance in 

2017 and declared 2019 to be the "Year of Tolerance."
37

 

Likewise, the UAE's enthusiastic participation in the Abraham Accords with Israel suggests that 

the country opted for a vigorous collaboration with countries facing similar challenges. Despite 

huge oil and gas resources, the not-so-distant memory of losing its primary economic resource in 

pearling appears to have guided the Emirati nation to pursue a policy of diversification and 

specialization. The Gulf nation has proved to be fully capable of departing from a traditional 

past, while potentially leaping into an uncertain futureðgeopolitically, economically, and 

culturally. As in the past, however, it continues to rely on a cheap labor force from abroad and on 

its location as a potential hub of global trade routes. 

UAE Education System 

The United Arab Emirates curriculum corresponds with the "meteoric economic rise" of a 

"small, backwater desert nation of 279,000 people in 1971, into a rich, vibrant economic center 

                                                           
33
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of more than nine million today."
38

 

The UAE has compulsory education for Grades 1ï12. Students begin with elementary or basic 

education (Grades 1ï5), continue with lower secondary (intermediateðGrades 6ï9) and then 

must complete their upper secondary education (Grades10ï12) before receiving the General 

Secondary Education Certificate. Admission for college-level education requires taking the 

Emirates Standardized Test (EmSAT). Public school education is provided free of charge.
39

 

The national curriculum of the UAE, monitored in this report, is taught in government schools. 

The language of instruction in these schools is Arabic for all subjects.
40

 The curricula offered by 

private institutions are varied but all schools are required to teach Islamic education, social 

studies and Arabic as a second language. While all schools are licensed by the UAE's Ministry of 

Education (MoE) and mostly teach an assortment of British, American and Indian curricula, the 

southern emirates administer education locally. In Abu Dhabi, there are fourteen private 

curricula supervised by the Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK),
41

 while the 

seventeen private sector curricula in Dubai are supervised by the Knowledge and Human 

Development Authority (KHDA). In Sharjah, private education is regulated and licensed by the 

Private Education Authority (SPEA); in the northern emirates accreditation and licensing for all 

schools is administered by the MoE.
42

 

The large number of expatriates corresponds to their numbers in private schools; Emiratis 

accounted for only 17 percent of private school students in 2015ï16. In Dubai, some 90 percent 

of all students attended private schools during that school year.
43
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Home and Shared Destiny 

National Identity: Roots, Federalism and Culture 

The UAE curriculum emphasizes loyalty to the homeland and martyrdom in its defense and 

leadershipðall to buttress national identity, which it associates with the Emirati future vision. 

Beyond the obvious features that normally comprise a nation's identityðincluding history, 

peoplehood, location and a sense of destinyðthere are other ways to view identity, all relevant 

to consider in any blueprint of a nation's future. These range from the various emirates and 

families that form the UAE federation as well as gender, ethnicity, expats, state leadership, 

institutions, and national symbolsðto the pan-Arab Gulf (Khaleeji)
44

 and pan-Arab, regional, 

and global identities. 

 
       "Serving the homeland is not a job, serving the homeland is a whole life" 
                                    Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

    Arabic Language, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 111. 

                                                           
44

 Gaith Abdulla, "Khaleeji Identity in Contemporary Gulf Politics," Gulf Affairs, Special Issue on "Identity & 

Culture in the 21st Century Gulf," ed. Magdalena Karolak, Autumn 2016, pp. 2ï5, 

https://www.oxgaps.org/files/gulf_affairs_autumn_2016_full_issue.pdf. 
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Peace, Prosperity, Defense, Patriotism and Anti -Radicalism 

The UAE flag symbolizes a great many concepts; learning about them enables students to better 

understand the extent of UAE policies in the real world. 

 

Green: symbolizes development and prosperity, green environment, and cultural 

renaissance in the country. 

White: symbolizes good works and giving, and the nation's path to support security and 

peace in the world. 

Black: symbolizes the power and strength of the nation's sons, and their rejection of 

injustice and extremism. 

Red: symbolizes the sacrifices of the earlier generation who founded the Federation, and 

the sacrifices of the nation's martyrs in an effort to protect its achievements and gains. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 94. 

Sacrifice and martyrdom on patriotic grounds to defend the homeland is revered. 
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Salem Suhail Khamis is considered the first martyr in the history of the United 

Arab Emirates. He was one of the servicemen of the Ras Al Khaimah Police, 

assigned to guard the island of Greater Tunb, which belongs to the Emirate of Ras 

al-Khaimah. He was martyred by the Iranian army forces during the attack 

leading to the occupation of the Greater Tunb Island at dawn on November 30, 

1971 (two days before the establishment of the United Arab Emirates). He was 

the first of the martyrs who watered the soil of the homeland with their pure 

blood. His grave is witness to the injustice of the aggressor invaders. His 

Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, President of the United Arab 

Emirates proclaimed each November 30 to be Martyr Day, being the date of the 

martyrdom of Salem Suhail, the first Emirati martyr. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 55. 

The following map-coloring exercise reflects the pan-Gulf Arab identity (Khaleeji) lauded in the 

Emirati curriculum. Regional experts explain that "the Arabic word khaleej is literally translated 

as "Gulf"  but goes beyond a geographic meaning to convey a common pan-Gulf Arab identity 

that sets the people of the region apart from the rest of the Middle East."
45

 Arab dwellers living 

on the Iranian side of the Gulf comprise areas that were at one time part of the Coastal Emirates 

as well as other places where Arabs resided. 

First-grade students learn about security at the outset of their education. In a writing exercise, 

one of the words is "soldiers." In the following image all words begin with the Arabic letter jim 

and junud (soldiers): 

 
[Counterclockwise from bottom right:] 
Soldiers; Mountain; Trees; Stars 

Arabic Language, Grade 1, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, p. 82. 

Also in first grade, students learn to write words such as radar and wars are shown a sword, and a 

knife, and also learn to write: "martyrs."
46

 

                                                           
45

 Adam Hanieh, Capitalism and Class in the Gulf Arab States, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), p. 2. See 

also Abdulla, "Khaleeji Identity," p. 2. Arguably, this identity is rooted in pre-state times. Beeman, "Gulf Society," 

p. 153. 
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19 

 

Leadership 

United Arab Emirates Founder: Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 

 
                                     Founder's Vision of Space 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2019ï20, p. 123. 

UAE president, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 

 
                                         Thanks to the President . . . 

      Social Studies and National Education, Grade 5, Vol. 3, 2019ï20, p. 17. 
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The Emirati leadership provides guidance to the students. To conclude the discussion about 

tolerance in the UAE, students are introduced to this quote, explaining that it is a basic Emirati 

value, embodying the nationôs successful future. 

 
'The Emirates and Tolerance are two sides of the same coin; a basic value 

for our nation and a warranty for the future of our countryôs growth.'  
His Highness, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Stateôs Vice-President, Prime 

Minister, and the Governor of Dubai, Allah bless him. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 39. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minister, and the Governor 

of Dubai with Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan the Crown Prince of the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and Deputy Supreme Commander of the United Arab Emirates Armed 

Forces. The text includes a long thank you letter by Sheikh Rashed to Muhammad bin Zayed for 

his great contributions to the Emirates. 

 
                     Thank You, Muhammad Bin Zayed! 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 8, Vol. 3, 2020 21, p. 22. 
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A Political Map of the United Arab Emirates 

 
Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2020 21, p. 16. 

Khaleeji Identity  

The Khaleeji identity is part of the Emirati identity. 

 
Color the Region of the Arabian Gulf's Eastern Coast Arabs on Map A [left] , 

Using Map B [right]  as Reference. 

[Red on map B:] The Arabs of the Eastern Coast 

[Green on map B:] The Arabs and springs of the Bushehr area 

[Yellow on map B:] The Arabian Gulf 

Social Studies and National Education: Historical Depth of Federal Thought in the 

UAE (Book Viewing and Analysis), Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 39. 
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Arab Homeland: Cradle of Three Religions 

The Arab Homeland consists of holy sites cherished by all three Abrahamic religions: Islam, 

Judaism and Christianity. Geography reflects centrality and openness in the world. 

 

The Importance of the Arab Homelandôs Location: 

The Arab Homeland is characterized by a unique and important geographical and 

strategic location for its great extension in the two continents of Asia and Africa . . . 

positioned among the continents of the ancient world (Asia, Africa, and Europe), which 

made it a crossroad for the global transportation routes. 

The Arab Homeland is considered the cradle of the three heavenly religions: Islam, 

Christianity and Judaism; it accommodates the religious sanctuaries on its land, and it is 

the destination of pilgrims' caravans from around the world. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 70. 
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Vision and Prosperity 

Vision 2021 Emirati Students among the World's Best 

A major goal of Vision 2021 is to improve the education system in the UAE, facilitating Emirati 

students to become leaders in international indices. 

 

Future Visions: 

Vision 2021 

The United Arab Emirates strives to create a high-level 

educational system. The coming years will witness a 

comprehensive change in learning and teaching 

mechanisms. Our national agenda aims at placing our 

students among the best students in the world in 

knowledge and reading and knowledge and skills 

assessment tests in reading, math and science, in 

addition to raising the percentage of high school 

graduates in line with global rates. The aim of this 

agenda is to make all our schools distinguished by 

leaders and teachers all certified in accordance with 

international standards. Our students should master the 

Arabic language. 

Social Studies and National Education: My Early 

LifeðSultan bin Muhammed al-Qasimi (Book 

Viewing and Analysis), Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 

46. 

 

From an early age, students learn the connection between stability and prosperity. Here is an 

example from an Arabic Language textbook for eighth-graders. After reading the hadith 

(traditions, records, relating to the Prophet's words and deeds), students are asked to compose a 

paragraph explaining the connection between peaceful societies and economic success. 

 
There is a strong relation between the spread of security and stability (peaceful society) 

and excellent industry, originality and innovation (economic security); and the other way 

around. Explain that. 

Arabic Language, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 107. 
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National Pride and Tourism 

As part of a vocabulary exercise, students read that Dubai has become the best tourist destination 

in the world, and credits this achievement to the Vice President and Prime Minister of the United 

Arab Emirates, Muhammad bin Rashid. 

Tourism suggests opening to the world. It also raises a perspective of peaceðtourism is typically 

the first industry to suffer from war and crises. Also, prosperity is envisaged through free 

competition in an industry dedicated to making people from around the world happy. 

. 

                          Tourist Destination 

Thanks to the efforts of Sheikh Muhammad bin Rashid, Dubai has become the most 

preferred tourist destination in the world. 

Arabic Language, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, p. 47. 

In a special educational program entitled "Moral Education," students are invited to think about 

the vision of their country. The curriculum emphasizes the important pillar of "equality" but 

leaves open the question of whether the UAE has developed in terms of equality during the last 

decades. 
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Equality is one of the key pillars on which the UAE was founded. Do you think that 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May Allah have mercy upon his soul) would be 

pleased with the way the UAE has developed in terms of equality in the last thirty years? 

Give reasons for your answer? 

Moral Education, Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 43. 

As part of a lesson on "social investment," students are taught that the UAE's future vision 

incorporates investment with social responsibility. Here, they learn about the UAE Centennial 

Plan which helps them imagine the next five decades. The lesson focuses on a fast-changing 

world where students can thrive with the proper knowledge and skills. 

 

NB: Textbook 2017 reference (above) is incorrect; Centennial-Plan will end in 2071 

(see following table) 

The UAE Centennial 2071 Plan 

The UAE Centennial 2071 plan aims at investment in the UAE. His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister  

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, said of the plans: "We have established a clear strategy 

for 2021; the UAE Centennial goes beyond that, with a five-decade vision for future 

generations that provides the government with a clear roadmap for long-term 

development . . . We must plant the seeds today for future generations to grow and 

prosper tomorrow. The world is rapidly changing, and we must equip our youth with the 

new tools, knowledge and skills needed to thrive in an ever-evolving environment. 

Moral Education, Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 77. 
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                                                   UAE Centennial 2071 [MoE Website] 

 

Within this vision, students learn about different types of government and private investments. 

The textbook explains that the UAE government is investing in education reforms to schools and 

universities as part of its national plan. More interesting perhaps is the attention given to personal 

well-being and the education for positive thinking and "balanced life" (a theme of "the individual 

and society"). One of the components of a balanced life is positive thinking and gratitude for 

what one has. Positive thinking will allow students to initiate and want to change and resolve 

conflicts peacefully. Elsewhere in the curriculum there is much material about compassion and 

charity. 
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Being Positive 

The UAE government has a Ministry of State for Happiness and among its main 

goals are to promote a culture of happiness and positivity for all Emiratis, and 

develop an environment where Emiratis create their own happiness and spread 

positivity through their communities. Being happy and positive are fundamental 

values in leading a rich and fulfilling life. Being positive in life, centers around 

the idea that you look for the good in any situation. Thinking positively is linked 

to success in life and a healthy life. 

The first place to begin is how we think and how we approach life. Being grateful, 

for example, can change the way that you see things in life, particularly the small 

things that can be taken for granted. Being grateful for the house you live in, all 

the things your parents do for you, or a friend helping you understand some 

difficult homework are all things you can do which can help you change how you 

approach life in a more positive way. 

Moral Education, Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 97. 

Democracy and Shura 

The UAE political framework is founded on shura-based democratic principles which impart 

very specific connotations to Emirati political thinking. While the pillar of the legal system is 

shura (an Islamic political construct meaning consultation), the curriculum emphasizes the 

importance of having a practical, open society that functions in an equally practical world. The 

text makes no claim that the UAE isðor ought to beða Western democracy, but encourages 

students to be vigilant and observe the various issues and events in society that may impact their 

political lives and rights. 

 
Sheikh Zayed's understanding of democracy and shura [Islamic principle of 

consultation] indicates that these concepts were not strange to his practice as a 

ruler, in which he has been accustomed to communicating with his nation's 

people, great or small, as he had said: 'Democracy in the UAE is not just a pretty 

word. It is neither just text in the constitution; it is a practical reality, both for the 

state's high echelons of power and at the peoples' level.' 

Social Studies and National Education: Historical Depth of Federal Thought in the 

UAE, Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 129. 
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Tolerance and Diversity 

The vision of a prosperous global hub correlates with the curriculum's teachings on diversity and 

a peaceful society as part of the UAE's national identity. The presence of non-nationals is 

considered an advantageðleading to a tolerant global perspective. The following excerpt offers 

the example from history that immigration of capable people unleashed prosperity: 

 

The commercial traffic recovered in Dubai port, which gradually became the alternative 

trade port after the fall of Lanja [now Bandar Lengeh]. Most of Lanja's merchants 

preferred to immigrate to Dubai, which experienced a remarkable recovery in 1903. The 

city of Dubai began to welcome people from different ethnicities, and especially the labor 

force of Indians and Iranians. The city saw rising prices, and evolved into the most 

bustling and dynamic location, with the highest standard of living. 

Social Studies and National Education: Historical Depth of Federal Thought in the 

UAE (Book Viewing and Analysis), Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 46. 

The Emirati understanding of diversity is conveyed through various literary means. The 

following analysis of the regional mythological figure, Sinbad the Sailor (One Thousand and 

One Nights) displays a desire to reach out and communicate with Others, wherever they may be 

found. Such a message, embedded in an eighth-grade Arabic language course, speaks volumes 

about the culture of the curriculumðto evoke in students a universal desire to know the Other 

and understand that beneath the differences between human beings of diverse culturesðall are 

essentially the same. 

 

Perhaps you will share my opinion that inside each one of us hides such a Sinbad, 

wishing to go out and travel all around the world, to discover it and get to know the other 

peoples with their colors, forms and ways of living. We wish that this journey will lead us 
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to realize that we are not alone on this earth, for there are others besides us, different 

from us that will encounter us. Our similarities and dissimilarities will reveal to us the 

secrets of life and record its stories, which it tells us in all languages and tongues: we are 

as different from each other as we are the same. 

Arabic Language, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 272. 

Curiosity toward what is far away and mysterious is taught through appropriate images depicting 

legends and myths of numerous cultures. 

 
Arabic Language, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 178. 

Another Arabic textbook offers a window into Japanese culture with gorgeous images of the 

Sakura cherry blossoms. 

   
  In March of every year, Japan becomes a magical country covered in 
  eye-catching pink, when the Sakura flowers blossom in most cities . . . 

Arabic Language, Grade 5, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, pp. 48ï58. 



 

30 

 

Tolerance is a central element of the UAE curriculum. A groundbreaking moral education 

program emphasizes its significance to students. 

 
Lesson 4 

TOLERANCE 

Educational Outcomes 

Explaining the main traits of empathy, respect and tolerance. 

Learning the situations in which the students have a positive position, and whether they 

failed in displaying empathy, respect and tolerance toward others. 

Look at the stars the teacher will stick on your book in the classroom (red, gold, silver, green, 

blue, and purple). What is the color of your star? Form a group with your classmates having the 

same color star. Clearly, some of your classmates have remained out of these groups. 

How do you think these [excluded] students feel? How did you behave toward them as a group?  

Moral Education, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, pp. 21ï26. 

Islamic Education, Peace and Tolerance 

The Islamic education program reflects the strict sharia-based Islam that is practiced in the UAE. 

Within this framework, education for peace and tolerance must be based on faith. Textbooks also 

exhibit peaceful messaging that reflects the spirit of the faith, played out in such concepts as:  
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"dialogue is the foundation of a peaceful coexistence."
47

 Thus, the Abraham Accords and peace 

treaty with Israel is studied in three different grades within the framework of Islamic education.
48

 

The curriculum is ill -disposed to radicalism and terrorism; it offers students various routes to 

confront this challenge. Theologically, students are taught, radicalism is untenable because it 

contradicts the essence of the Islamic worldview, which is based on moderation and the middle 

road (wasatiyya).
49

 Radicalism alienates people from the faith and spreads terror and violence 

since "extremists consider it permissible to shed any person's bloodðeven those closest to 

them."
50

 Students are taught to resist and actively debunk claims that Islam is a violent religion, 

and that it will never be a religion of terror.
51

 This appears to be an effective approach to teach 

tolerance since the best way to learn something is to explain or teach it. 

Textbooks emphasize that Islam must treat other religions with tolerance.
52

 Freedom of religious 

belief and faith is a core issue. Tolerating others is conducive to cooperation, amity and rejection 

of violence and conflicts; all should strive to live a good and happy life.
53

 Free choice is 

mandated by Islam.
54

 Acceptance of non-Muslims applies in the UAE and abroad.
55

 Muslims 

should answer the greetings of non-Muslims, especially Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians. If the 

enemy inclines toward peace, trust in Allah to make peace. Diplomatic relations with non-

Muslims are encouraged by Islam.
56

 

Regarding the subject of attitudes toward Jews, a few anecdotes are provided describing how 

Prophet Muhammad and Caliph Omar acted kindly to Jews. In one instance, The Prophet visited 

a sick Jewish boy;
57

 at another time he accepted an invitation by Jews to dine.
58

 Judging a 

disagreement, Omar ruled in favor of a Jew and against a Muslim.
59

 In another textbook the 

Prophet stands during a funeral procession of a Jew, stressing that the deceased was a human 

being as well.
60
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An important topic in the Islamic education program is the Medina Document (in the textbook, 

wathǭqa) which the curriculum cites as the first constitution in history.
61

  The Document's ideal 

of communities and clans living equally and in harmony is taught throughout middle and high 

school grades and affirms "the right to be helped against those who unlawfully assaulted them, 

whether Muslims or non-Muslims from within the state or from outside it."
62

 A current and 

relevant issue for the UAE that derives from an understanding of the Document is the absolute 

necessity to treat non-Muslim workers fairly.
63

 In a more religious context, the well-known 

quotation from the Medina Document, "The Jews have their own religion, and the Muslims have 

theirs" is provided in the context of accepting the legitimacy of other religions.
64

 

"The Jews have their own religion and the Muslims have theirs." [From Medina Document] 

 
Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 67. 

The following image from a sixth-grade textbook is meant to illustrate the UAE's diversity:  

 \  
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I Leave my Mark:  

I am proud to be a peace-loving Muslim, who is tolerant when dealing with others, and I 

work hard to spread goodness to all corners of my country, by works of charity and 

development. 

Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 15. 

Islamic Education textbooks display examples of the obligation to treat non-Muslim workers and 

minority members in fairness. 

 
The Concept of Fairness: 

Fairness means: to give to others their right, just as you would like to receive from them 

your right. You do not consider their strength or weakness, their knowledgeability or 

ignorance, or their faithfulness or lack thereof. 

 

Fairness at work: means to execute work perfectly, and do whatever it takes to increase 

work quality. At the same time, treating workers fairly means to appreciate their 

achievements, protect their rights and care for their conditions regardless of work or 

productivity. 

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 29. 

In the same textbook an anecdote from early Islam concerns a Jew who was framed for 

supposedly stealing a shield from a Muslim warrior. The Jew was almost convicted, but thirteen 

Qur'anic verses were then revealed to the Prophet proving his innocence, leading to the Jew's 

acquittal.
65

 

A section describing "Portrayals of Tolerance in the Holy Qur'an," has the following 

interpretation for surah Al -MǕ'idah 5:5: 
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 Islamic Education, Grade 11, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 31. 
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Islam established rules that strengthen the relationship between Muslims and People of the Book 

[such as Christians and Jews]; it allows Muslims to eat their food and marry their women. This 

consists of a call for strengthening bonds of affection with them. This is the highest level of 

religious tolerance: the Muslimôs wife and life partner and mother of his children can be a 

member of the People of the Book. Hence, her family members become uncles, aunts and 

grandparents of his children. 

Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 50. 

Based on another Qur'anic verse, an Islamic Education textbook handles the question of family 

ties with non-Muslims. Even parents who practice polytheism and encourage their children to 

follow suit should nevertheless be respected by their children. In the language of the Qur'an, one 

should "not obey them and yet treat them well in this world" (surah Luqman 31:15). Such 

tolerance should be directed to all non-Muslims.
66

 Students learn that the UAE "houses over 200 

nationalities and churches and temples of Sikhs and Hindusðmore than all other GCC countries 

combined."
67

  

Beyond faith, what counts are deeds, namely what "brings joy, comfort and peace to those 

around you."
68

 

In an Islamic Education exercise, students are tasked to assign the relevant principles of 

intellectual tolerance such as: kindness, non-discrimination, rejection of violence, 

Religious tolerance, and even loveðof all religions, within nine different Qur'anic verses. 
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I Deduce 

From the following principles the indications of intellectual tolerance contained in each 

Qur'anic verse: 

Doing good to others / Being merciful, kind and gentle / Justice in dealing with others 

and preserving their rights / Balance, moderation and taking the middle way / Places of 

worship of all religions are respected and should be protected and preserved / Islam does 

not coerce anyone to convert to it / Humans are honored regardless of their color, sex, 

religion or thought / Tolerance and forgiveness turn enmity into love / Having dialogue 

with those dissenting in a friendly manner and the rejection of violence. 

Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, pp. 49ï50. 

A Typical Chapter on Islamic Tolerance 

An Islamic Education textbook for sixth grade devotes a whole chapter to tolerance, as a core 

value of Islam and a central part of the Emirati identity. A close reading reveals the significance 

a multi-cultural country like the UAE places on tolerance skills. Tolerance is broadly applied: 

Those tourists or guest workers, who are non-Muslim, non-Arab and non-citizens living in the 

UAE, should be treated kindly and with respect. This sentiment is copiously expressed 

throughout the curriculum in various examples and images. 
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Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 87. 

Colorful images and every-day examples of tolerance are featured, with references to all 

religions, ethnicities, nationalities and languages, extending to every income stratumðfrom the 

most wealthy ruling class to the least wealthy immigrant laborer. Highlighted are service workers 

and non-Muslims neighbors, regardless of religion. What follows are numerous examples from 

the textbooks in both Arabic and English: 
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Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, pp. 88 89. 
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Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 92. 

National pride is closely associated with tolerance. The UAE's global visage should be 

tolerance and amicable human cohabitation. 
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Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 93.

69
 

The following image illustrates a happy encounter between an Emirati Muslim family and a 

Western-looking family. The Emirati couple is hosting, according to Arab tradition, while 

conveying a sense of sovereignty, independence, friendship and magnanimity. Note the personal 

engagement of the two boys. The traditions and cultures of both families are preserved. The boys 

greet one another as the guests offer food meant to show respect for the tradition of Islamic 

Halal. 

Here again much stress is placed on respecting all religions, treating one's classmates kindly, and 

the important dimension of being responsible for one's actions and apologizing when proper. 

Thus, in everyday conduct, students should assume that there are no class and identity 

differences. National pride and tolerance are closely associated. 
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 Verbatim translation of the second section: "What is the significance of the authorized and published document 

during the meeting shown in the photo?" 
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Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 97. 

The Medina Document 

The Medina Document is normally thought of as an example of tolerance toward non-Muslims, 

particularly Jews. After its creation, the Muslim-Jewish wars soon followed, pointing to serious 

divisions between Jews and Muslims. But in a sixth-grade textbook, students learn about the 

freedom of religion from the well-known Islamic principle: "The Jews have their religion and the 

Muslims have theirs,"
70

 signifying mutual respect and tolerance. 

The following chart and exercise answers are from the teacher's guide, corresponding to the 

Medina Document section of the sixth-grade Islamic Education textbook. The answers and the 

directions to the teacher (seen below in red), offer an apt example of how one can enhance 

moderation through the legitimate orthodox interpretation of religious texts. The extension of 

freedom of religion for both Muslims and Jews are expressed as a general principle. 
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Answers to the Exercise: 

I contemplate and conclude: What are the main cultural values of the Document? 

Excerpt  Cultural Value  

They are one nation apart from 

[other] people 

Social unity 

The Jews have their religion 

and the Muslims have theirs 

Freedom of religion and 

worship 

In Medina, those who leave 

and those who stay are safe 

Security and stability 

The peace of the believers is 

one 

The value of peace among 

peoples 

 

The lesson is rich in national and social values; the teacher should utilize since these 

values are part of the religion and a requirement of [Islamic] sharia, following the 

example of the Prophet. 

Islamic EducationðTeacher Guide, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 157. 

Extremism and Terrorism 

In a lesson entitled "Islam Opposes Extremism," students are asked about a text linking 

extremism to terrorism, how they are related, and what methods could be used to eliminate the 

sources of terrorism. 
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The question of extremism is a serious matter; it causes a person to become an enemy to 

his homeland, his community and his family. It threatens the believer in his faith and the 

earth. The Muslims have suffered the most heinous crimes of terrorism, murder, violation 

of honor, plundering money, spreading of ignorance, chaos and destruction from these 

extremists. They have also insulted the religion and distorted the image of Islam. 

Therefore, it is imperative to discuss the question of extremism, explain the truth about it, 

and clarify the position of Islam towards it in order to protect religion and society. 

Conclude: 

The relationship between extremism and terrorism éééééééééééééé.. 

Suggest:  

A way to drain the sources of extremism and terrorism ééééééééééé. 

Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 34. 

When Offered Peace or Greetings by Non-Muslims, Answer in Kind 

A lesson on tolerance and respect for the faith of others encourages students to greet non-

Muslimsðespecially Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians. The textbook also stresses the 

importance of having diplomatic relations with non-Muslims, citing a Qurôanic verse teaching 

the practice of peace with enemies who offer to do the same. 

 
*  Bin Abbas said, " Return the greeting to whoever it is, Jew, Christian, or 

Zoroastrian. That is because Allah says: 'When a (courteous) greeting is offered 
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you, meet it with a greeting still more courteous, or (at least) of equal courtesy . . .'"  
(Al -Adab Al-Mufrad). 

Greeting a non-Muslim: 

*  Allah said: 'But if the enemy inclines towards peace, do you (also) incline towards 

peace, and trust in Allah. For He is One that hears and knows (all things)'  (Al -

Anfal, 8:61). 

Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 32. 

Islam is Generally against Wars 

The Islamic Education textbooks teach against wars, except for defensive war. The following 

examplesðin Englishðhave identical counterparts in Arabic: 

Wars are justified in cases of defense only. 

 
Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 46. 

Wars are bad and against the faith. 

 
Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 50. 
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Jihad is not limited to warfare. Here is a text in Arabic followed by the textbook's English 

version. 

 

 
Islamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, p. 55. 
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Gender and Society 

The Emirati curriculum's attitude toward gender issues is based on three tenets. The first is 

progress-oriented, anticipating the integration of women into the economy and public life; the 

second tenet advocates the implicit ideal of equality and spirit of partnership between men and 

women; and the third is the emphasis on protecting family values according to Islam and Emirati 

tradition, an area in which women play a leading role. This last point ascribes specific gender 

roles to males and females; an acceptance of (Islamic) polygamy; and the rejection of non-

traditional gender roles, such as "immodest behavior in public" and imitation of the other sex on 

religious and cultural grounds.
71

 

As ideals, all three fundamentals are important for the curriculum's authors; realistically, none 

can be fully achieved. While justice and equality are thought of as cardinal values, roles of 

women and men nevertheless remain distinct in the Emirati worldview. 

Along with family values, Social Studies textbooks give more weight to women's integration in 

society. Islamic education, however, is more concerned with what is not allowed by the faith in 

this context, particularly the imitation of opposite sexes. 

Progress-Oriented Attitude : Women's Integration 

The UAE textbooks gauge the traditional roles of women in the Emirates within the context of a 

changing society; women should assume an evolving public role as the country develops. Social 

Studies textbooks provide statistics and photos of female participation in various capacities, such 

as security officers. 

 
                                  The Emirati Woman's Renaissance March 
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 Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 106; Regarding polygamy especially, see 

Islamic Education, Grade 11, Vol. 3, 2020ï21, pp. 18ï27, 36ï45. 



 

50 

 

Second: The Woman's Role in Modern Emirati Society: 

Thanks to their strong determination endowed by Allah, Emirati women have 

successfully traversed historic phases rife with challenges and difficulties. After studying 

and taking part in building the homeland, shoulder to shoulder with her fellow man, and 

armed with knowledge and strong will, the Emirati woman stepped into the rink of life; 

she participates in all walks of life: as a doctor in a hospital, or a teacher in a school, or a 

manager and civil servant in one of the government and local ministries and departments, 

in public and private institutions, or as a reporter in one of the platforms of media and 

culture. 

There is little doubt that the realities of the Emirati woman today are radically different 

from that which existed four decades ago. This is thanks to social change in the country 

(social changeða transformative process in society's structure creating changes in jobs, 

roles, values and customs). 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 106. 

The textbooks encourage Emirati women to be engaged and successful  in all walks of life. 

 
Emirati Women's Areas of Success 

Summarize the different fields in which women reached distinguished achievements in 

the UAE, using the following photographs. 

[Answers provided for:] The Economy; Decision Making. 

Social Studies and National Education: Sustainable DevelopmentðFramework and 

Implementations, the UAE as an Example (Book Viewing and Analysis), Grade 10, 

Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 84. 
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Female Scholars (Professional) 

While learning about Emirati writers, students are introduced to the female writer and scholar 

Shaikha Muhammad Al-Jaberi. The leading characters in her story, "The Enchanted Pool," are 

from both gendersða brother and sister. 

  
2 A Story  

Lesson 2 

From the Emirati Heritage 

The Enchanted Pool 

Shaikha Muhammad Al-Jaberi  

Arabic Language, Grade 8, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 218. 

In the following twelfth-grade textbook, more than half of the quoted writers are females of 

various generations. Here are two examples of such figures from two different generations: 

 
About the Writer:  
¶ Radwa Ashour (1946 2014) was an Egyptian novelist and university professor; she studied 

English literature at Cairo University and earned her Master's degree in comparative literature 

in 1972 and a doctorate in African-American literature from Massachusetts University in 

1975. 

¶ Her works were translated into English, Spanish, Italian and Indonesian and won numerous 

awards . . .  

Language Applications, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, p. 86. 
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About the Writer:  
¶ Jokha Alharthi is a writer and academician from the Sultanate of Oman. 

Language Applications, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2020ï21, p. 109. 

Gender Equality: Spirit of Partnership  

In the first lesson of a fifth-grade textbook, students learn about the importance of gender 

equality in the Emirati constitution. Equality between men and women occupies a central focus. 

The following image illustrates this idea. 

 
Social Studies and National Education, Grade 5, Vol. 2, 2020 21, p. 87. 
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"Parliamentary work" is an example of women's involvement in public life. 

Empowering Emirati Women in Parliamentary Work:  

The National Elections Committee announced the names of the winning candidates in the 

2019 elections for the fourth term of the Federal National Council [FNC], after the 

conclusion of the voting stages on October 5, 2019. 

The main significance of the current FNC's elections was the decision of His Highness 

President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to raise the percentage of the Emirati 

womenôs participation in the FNC to 50%, a move that stems from the UAEôs continuous 

endeavor to empower Emirati women in various fields. Following the President's 

decision, women's attendance in this term has become particularly large, thus 

strengthening the leadership position of the UAE in women's empowerment. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 107. 
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Observe the spirit of partnership in the small image belowða boy and a girl running 

together while holding the national flag: 

 
2019 Federal National Council Elections 

National Service participation by young men and women. 

 

Social Studies, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 85. 
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The role of women in the security apparatus serves as a manifestation of modern empowerment. 

The image conveys traditional values too: women stand separately, wear a military hijab as part 

of the uniform, and appear toward the front, graphically emphasizing women's centrality in 

society. Apart from the hijab, expressions such as "boundless giving" emphasize the traditional 

roles of women in Emirati society. Yet, the involvement of women in such cutting edge 

technological projects within the aerospace sector are significant; females form about a third of 

the sector's workforce. 

 
1- The participation of women in maintaining security and stability throughout the 

homeland (police and armed forces). 

2- Emirati woman: boundless giving. 
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Space Sector: 

The confidence of Emirati women in the wise leadership [of the UAE] is a source of 

inspiration for Emirati women in all vital sectors, especially the space sector and the 

Hope Probe, in which the percentage of females is more than (34%) of the total cadres 

working in design, innovation and development of technologies and software. This 

confirms the keenness to support the process of development professionalism and science 

for Emirati women, and their empowerment, given that an Emirati team of more than 

(150) engineers and researchers are running the Mars Exploration Project and following 

up on the progress of the Hope Probe on its mission to reach Mars in 2021, coinciding 

with the passage of 50 years since the founding of the UAE, travelling on a journey of 

more than (600) million kilometers. 

Women's Empowerment Strategy: 
On March 8, 2015, Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak (Mother of the 

Emirates)ðmay God protect her, President of the General Women's Unionðmay God 

protect herðlaunched the National Strategy for Empowerment and Entrepreneurship of 

Women in the United Arab Emirates (2015ï2021). The National Strategy provides a 

framework for the government and private sectors, and civil society institutions to 

develop action plans and programs that contribute to placing the UAE in the ranks of the 

most advanced countries in the field of women's empowerment and leadership. 

The National Strategy for the Empowerment of Women (2015ï2021) Includes Four 

Basic Priorities: 
Å Preserving the sustainability of the achievements of Emirati women, and continuing to 

achieve more gains for them. 

Å Preserving the social fabric and its cohesion through the complementarity of roles 

   between men and women. To build a strong and cohesive society capable of keeping 

   pace with emerging changes. 

Å Providing a decent and safe life and social well-being on high-quality foundations for 

   women. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 109. 

Traditional Family Values: Specific Gender Roles 

Progress and partnership are important values, but curriculum teaches that family perspective is 

paramount. The state should educate women who comprise half of the population. 

Women make up one half of society. The woman is the lady of the house. A state that 

builds itself should not be leaving women, a half of its society, drowning in the darkness 

of ignorance, prisoners of the shackles of oppression, restricted and paralyzed. 

Historical Depth of Federal Thought in the UAE, Grade 10, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 140. 
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The following example is more straightforward in combining equality with adherence to family 

values as a national policy. In a lesson about the UAE constitution, students learn two principles 

together: "equality" and "protecting the family from perversion." 

 

The constitution of the United Arab Emirates guarantees many social and economic 

directions, to secure its stability. These include: 

1 Equality, providing security and peacefulness, and equal employment opportunities. 

2 Protecting the family and shielding it from perversion. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 19. 

Gender Roles  

The textbook elaborates on gender emulation: women must be soft in speech and gait, as it is 

"suitable for the affection of their children and their home." Men must not wear women's jewelry 

or accessories. Neither gender may wear the others' clothes. ("Decorated silk clothes" are 

women's clothing.) 

 
Manifestations of Imitation : 

Clothing and Attire : 

A man should not wear women's clothing nor women's jewelry and accessories. A 

woman should not wear men's clothes or that which pertains to them. 

Walking and Talking : 

A young man may not intentionally imitate girls in their gait or speech, or the 

delicateness with which they were created, as is suitable for the affection of their children 

and their home. A young woman must also not walk like a man, or speak with deliberate 

roughness in her voice. 
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Make Your Ruling: 

SITUATION  RULE 

A woman imitated the voice of 

a man, to teach her son how to 

salute. 

é.. 

A young man likes to wear 

decorated silk clothing, only at 

home. 

é.. 

Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 24. 

The textbook explains that true femininity involves delicateness, shyness and affection, and 

accuses people who emulate other genders as selfish and weak, and diminishing society by not 

adhering to their societal role. 

Feminine conduct equips women to nurse their families and remain composed and harmonious, 

in a manner reflecting the cohesion of society and increase its strength. Men and women who 

emulate one another are considered weak and selfish people who care only about themselves and 

their own desires. 

In the following chart, students must categorize items as feminine or masculine: 

 

Categorize 

The following items by placing a mark next to it in the appropriate column: 

Item For Men For Women For Both 

Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 2, 2020ï21, p. 25. 
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" Recalcitrant" Women and their Fate 

Traditional Islamic advice on how to treat women (in a lenient manner) is still being taught in 

Islamic education. A husband should learn Islamic law as regards the handling of a recalcitrant 

wife who disobeys him. The text describes three stages of reactions that the husband can 

implement gradually. In the first stage, the husband must preach to the wife (advise her how to 

behave). If she still does not obey, he must use psychological punishment by ignoring her on 

every level (not talking, not acting compassionately, not sharing the bed). If she still does not 

obey, he is allowed to hit her "lightly"ðthat is, neither with heavy tools nor on the face, but he is 

allowed to use a cloth handkerchief and toothpick. 

The text appears to echo the notion that while that while women are encouraged to participate in 

public life, at home, the final word rests with the husband. Women must obey. Disciplinary 

conduct at home is a private matter aimed at protecting the family. Yet, there is also the message 

that in public, women should be treated equally. 
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Treating a Wife's Recalcitrance: 

Allah said, 'Those [wives] from whom you fear arroganceð[first] advise them [then if 

they persist]; forsake them in bed; and [finally] strike them. But if they obey you 

[once more] seek no means against them. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted and Grand'  

(Al-Nisaa: 34). 

The remedy for recalcitrant wives takes place in three stages: 

First: A Good Lesson: 

If the husband sees clear signs of negligence and averse behavior from his wife, he has to 

direct her with good advice and guidance according to the need and situation; then he has 

to remind her of Allah, and his right [as a husband] over her. As the Prophet said: ' If a 

woman observes her five daily prayers, fasts during the month of Ramadan, guards 

her chastity and obeys her husband, she enters Paradise through any of the gates she 

wishes'  (Narrated by Ibn Hibban ). 

In order for the lesson to achieve its goal, the husband must choose the appropriate time 

and gentle style. He must have the most honorable morals, and be a good example, so that 

he is keen on his marital duties, before he gives any advice to his wife. If the wife 

continues her disobedience, the husband moves to the second stage. 

Second: Avoiding the Wife in Bed: 

The husband turns away from his wife, and does not speak to her or comfort her, so that 

she realizes that she is no longer a source of solace and tranquility for him. Allah says: 

'And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find 

tranquility  in them' (Al -Rum: 21). 

This is a psychological punishment that may prompt the wife to review her calculations 

and correct her behavior, but this treatment should apply only at home, as the Prophet 

said: 'Do not avoid [her] except inside the home' (Narrated by Abu Dawud), in order 

to protect their family secrets. If the wife continues to disobey and oversteps the bounds of 

good companionship, the husband moves to the third stage. 

Third: Non-Violent Beating: 

It is a disciplinary hitting, the purpose of which is to preserve married life from collapsing, 

and keeping the companionship. It is not permissible for him to hit his wife with a whip or 

stick or on her face, rather only with a toothpick, or a light handkerchief, conforming with 

what has been reported from the Prophet when a man asked him about the right of the wife 

over her husband. He said: 'You should feed her when you eat, clothe her when you 

clothe yourself, do not hit her in the face, and do not avoid her except inside the 

home' (Narrated by Abu Dawud). 

The beating is a message to the wife that she has exceeded all limits. As for harming and 

abusing the wife, it is not permissible, because beating is a preventive measure whose 

purpose is to save their relationship and their family, so there is no reason to exaggerate or 

go too far with it. Ibn Hajar [Al -Asqalani] said: 'Hitting them (wives) is not permissible at 

all; rather it is disliked and forbidden.' 

Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 46. 
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The Challenge of Peace 

The curriculum's authors seem determined to educate for peace and stability. As mentioned, 

the textbooks approach this challenge at home by fostering a national identity that embraces a 

peaceful vision of prosperity, tolerance and diversity a focus on gender. This section adds the 

challenges of peace in the world to the discussion. 

Anti -Radicalism 

The curriculum has a strong anti-radicalism message. An Islamic Education textbook cites a long 

list of nine Qur'anic verses clearly stipulating that indiscriminate violence is forbidden. Students 

are required to fill in a table, and next to each verse explain the principle that makes tolerance a 

religious obligation. While the introductory passage warns against such killings and may seem 

innocent and even superfluous, it is not. During the last decades a great many people have been 

massacred in the name of religion and because of their religious affiliation. 

3. To take a life which Allah has forbidden except when explicitly allowed by law:
72

 

Allah has protected innocent lives by investing them with sanctity and forbidding their 

killing or having injury inflicted upon them; for to deliberately harming a human soul 

irrespective of its religion, color or race is an offence against Allah Almightyôs creation 

and all of society. . . . 

Islamic Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021ï22, p. 22. 

Religion should not be part of the realm of wars. The curriculum applies an interfaith approach 

to this. There should not be fighting in the name of God. Radicalism and terrorism are the prime 

target of a joint Christian-Muslim Declaration, signed by Sheikh Al-Azhar and the Pope in Abu 

Dhabi.
73
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 Verbatim meaning is "justly" [bilhaqq] 
73

 See also document on "Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together," (signed by His Holiness Pope 

Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahamad al-Tayyib in Abu Dhabi), February 4, 2019, 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2019/02/04/190204f.html. 
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Human Fraternity  . . 
The Counterterrorism "Reunion" Document  

Abu Dhabi Embraces its Signing by Sheikh Al-Azhar and the Catholic Pope 

The document embraces: 

- The spread of peace and mutual respect instead of violence. 

- An invitation to world leaders to immediately stop all wars and conflicts. 

- The termination of using religion and ideologies to foment hatred and violence. 

- Abstaining from the use of Godôs name to justify acts of killing and deportation. 

- The divine religions disavow the armed movements and groups labelled "terror[ist]." 

- Protecting the lives of people, their faiths, and shrines from the terrorists' crimes. 

- Encouraging thinkers, artists, and journalists to rediscover the values of peace. 

- Warning against harbingers of a Third World War due to religious extremism. 

- A demand to stop oppression and unjust distribution of natural resources. 

Social Studies and National Education, Grade 9, Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 46. 






















































































































