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Executive Summary

This IMPACT-sereportexamines 220 textbooks from the United Arab Emirates' national
curriculum, between 2016 and 202¥hile the curriculumis mandatedn government schoagls
private institutions aralsorequired to teach Islamic education, social studies and Arabic as a
seond languageMore future research in arts and sciences, will address such subjects as
English, biology, mathematics, business, and technology.

&

The Emirati curriculumeacheshatprosperity and national pride are closely
associated withpeace and toleranceEngagement and cooperation witmon-
nationals and the world are lauded.

Textbooksoffer arealistic approach to peace and securityteachpatriotism, anti-
radicalism, commitment taefending the homeland andcooperating with allies
peacemakingis by far the priority .

Language andoral education programsencouragecultural diversity, curiosity
and happiness Studentgrepare for a highly competitive world; they argaught
positive thinking and well-being.

The large Islamieducatiorprogramemphasizes tolerance, coexistence, and
friendly relations with all non-Muslims and ethnicities

The curriculumonly partially fosters gender equalitythrough a spirit of
partnership in the public sphere; gupports active womerns participation in all
walks of life.In the home, especialljpen and womenshould follow traditional
Islamic family values They shouldavoid imitating each other.

View of a changingMiddle East, away from blaming foreigners to takitaral
responsibility.Supportfor the Palestinian cause continuebut no longer seen as
key to solving thebroader range ofregional challengesRadicalism and hate are
the chief threat.

Iranian expansionism is a threat the Gulf islands' territorial dispute is taugfthe
[Turkish -] Ottoman record is harshly criticized.

Relations with the West are central and friendly A mixed history encourages trust
and engagement, but also sefiance.China, Russia, and India are important
partners. Moderate and pragmatic Arab countries areeckiBes attitude toward
Qatar is busineslike.

The Abraham Accords are taughtwithin IslamiceducationAnti-Israeli material
has been moderatedBut Israel is notdisplayedin maps

Apart fromunbiasednformation,international standardsfor peaceand tolerance
are generally met. Theresearch did not find antisemitism,hate or incitement
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# ThetextbooksportrayChina asan open and tolerant societyfor religious and
ethnic minorities. Historical slavery in theMiddle East is not addressed
Holocaustand Jewish history should be taughtAnd maps mustshowlsrael.

« Other historical relations, especially with Western colonialism, appear to be accurate
andperceptive

Future Vision

National visions of prosperity through hard work, education andtemg planning are
encouraged. The curriculum instilm awareness of international competition, particularly in
education and teachesan-do attitude.

Students learn the connectibetween prosperity and peace; social responsibility is important.
Imagination and curiosity toward other cultures and civilizations are encouigjadpositive
and experiencingappinessre fundamental valuemcessary ttead a richfulfilling , and
healthylife.

Froman earlyage, students learn the connection betwesateand prosperityAttitudes toward
peacemakingrerealistic. Conflict resolution skills are taughtong withsecurity issues.

The curriculum emphasizes loyalty to the homelandmartyrdom in its defense. National
identity is imprinted with references to the leadership, hisfgegple, location, and a sense of
destiny. Identitiesange fronthevarious emirates and families that form the UAE federation
gender ethnicity, expatiates; state leadershjpnstitutions and nationasymbol$ to parArab
Gulf (Khaleej); panArab; regionaj and globaidentities

Between democracy arsthura(lslamic consultation), the curriculum emphasizes a praciual
open society.

Tolerance andDiversity

The curriculum conveyseadvantageof relating toforeigners Diversity is taughthrough
various literary meand.here is a naturaluriosity exhibitedtoward what is far away and
mysterious

An expansivdslamiceducationcurriculumemphasiespeaceandtoleranceit is ill -disposed to
radicalism and terrorisnStudents aréaught toresist andactively debunk claims that Islam is a
violent religionandwill never be&eomea religion of terror.

Freedom ofeligionand faith is a core issu€he curriculum encourages family ties witiorn
Muslims Tolerancgand everove)! shouldbedirected to all noMuslims?

! |slamic EducationGrade 9, Vol. 3, 202@1, pp. 4950.
2
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National pride is clogdy associated with toleranc€&he history of the ancient Christian
community in the UAE is mentioned. MeetinglsMuslim clerics with the Pope are emphasized

Gender

TheEmirati curriculum's attitude toward gender anticipates the integration of women into the
economy and public life; thusadvocategquality anda spirit of partnership between men and
womenpublicly, with anemphasis on protecting family values according to Islam and Emirati
tradition. This last pointontainsspecific gender roles for males and femalesa@®eptance of
(Islamic) polygamyandthe rejection of nottraditional gender rolesuch asimmodest

behavior in publicand imitation of the other séx.

The UAE in the Middle East

The curriculum's authors seem determined to educate for peace and s@ljitgefensive
wars are justified The Emiraticurriculumembracs arealistic prepeace paradignStudents
learn about the chaotic situation of the Middle East and are expedtelpio leadng the region
to a better futurebutwhen necessary be reaiydefend the homelanBroblems areinderstood
asinnateto the region itself, not from the schemes of faraway enemies.

Apart from Qatar, the curriculumewsneighboring Arab countriés Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Algeria and Morogcasclosefriends In particular,SaudiArabia
is a leadingpartner in peace and war. Egyjmo, is an important allyThe UAE consistetty
supports thendependence and territorial integridyits neighbors such as Iraq; the curriculum
discusses participation in Yemen's civil war in support of the Yemeni goeetrfaudiArabia
and other allies.

The conflict with Iranregardingthe ThreeGulf Island®) the Tunbs (Greater and Lesser) and
Abu Mus@ is told from the UAEperspectivethrougha measured and weaksearched
narrative Students learn that theoper name for the Gulf is the "Arabian GuHnd theregion
faces ahreatfrom Iranian expansionism

Turkey is not directly criticized, but the current curriculdisparageshe Ottoman Empire. The
Ottomans arportrayed asolonialists weakeninghe Arab world with crushing povertyith
responsibilityfor many atrocitiesDescriptions ofQatarareneutral and businedtke.

TheAbraham Accordsvith Israelareincorporated into théslamic Educatiortextbooks.
Highlighted is theendorsement of the treaty by leading Islal&E organizationsThe new

?|bid., p. 50.

% Social Studies and National Educatjddrade 9, Vol. 2, 202@1, p. 106; Regarding polygamy especially, see
Islamic EducationGrade 11, Vol. 3, 202Q@1, pp. 1827, 36 45.

* Islamic EducationGrade 6Vol. 3, 202021, p. 46.
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textbookswiden thescope oflsrael’'srecognition Though ess significantsolidarity with other
Arab countries regarding the Palestinian cause remains strong, eveRalésgnian question is
no longer described as "the foundatadrthe conflicts andstrugglesn the Middle East, and the
keyto thesolutior!' of thatregioris problens> A poem by Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish
serves to encourage childéeparticularlygirlsd to dream and fulfill their dreams.

The curriculum does not teatthe Holocaustor thelong history of Jewgand minorities)n the
region.Israel remaingvisible in all textbook mapsThe attitudeoward Jews as a minority
correspondsvith the positive attitude exhibited toward other fddaslims.

International Affairs

Relations with the Wedtmainly the US, Britain and Frangeare important; but trust is not
unlimited. American culture serves both as a source of inspiration and atthtee&l culture.
French culture is viewed more benevolen®glations with Britairremainimportant.Economic
and technological tiewith the Westare important, butot moresothanthe country's
independence.

The historical relations with India aheghly valuedandoccup morecoveragehan in previous
editions. Relations with China are stressethewhatess emphatically in the curriculum
Muslim and other religioupersecution in that country is sidjnored Russia is treated as a
major strategi partner.

Standards for Peace and Tolerance

The Emirati curriculungenerallymeets international standards for peace and tolerance.
Textbooks are free dfate and incitemersgainst othersThe curriculum teaches students to
value the principle ofespecfor other cultures and encourages curiosity and dialdgpeaises
love, affection, and family ties with neviuslims. Gestures of interfaith, particularly with
Christianity, are evident along with noticeable expressions of toletaweed Judaism.
Tolerance extends beyond Jews and Christians to amjvlustimsd even polytheists.

The curriculumteaches respect for the individual Other andports thédeal of multiple races,
faiths and nationalities living sidey-side in the Emirates. It invests much efforthi principle

of peacemaking not shying away from teaching about wam@nd their resolution. The attention
given tothevast peaceful heritage of th&amic faith is a departure from what is oftarserved

in other local curricula

TheUAE has a realistiziew of the Middle EastEducation for peacemaking and moderation
should not be misunderstood; if necessary to defend the nation, Emirati youth are taught to be
ready to join the army and sacrifitteeir lives inmartyrdom ghahada. The use okuchlslamic

® National Education Grade 6, Vol2, 2016 17, p. 74(Quoted passage removed from the curricujum.
4
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terms in the contexdf national defense should be reevaludtBdrely religious concepts are
often part of the terminology associated with political conflicts; this may lead to
misunderstandings on the part of student

The textbooks generally provid&formation in an unbsed manneibut they are not always
successfulThedepictionof Ottoman history is unbalancegtudents will benefit by learning an
accurate and complete histafyslavery and minorities in the Middle Eashe People's
Republic of China isurprisingly described as a tolerant, multicultural societych respects
religions As an emerging superpower, partiaigtying on the UAE for energgesources,
studentswill benefit from an accurate and realistiepictionof the PRC especially regaling
minority religious rightsisrael's cartographic presence is virtually 1sxmstent the question of
Holocaust avoidance arlde story ofJewish presence in the region leavechroom for
improvement.

Despite such lapsewith the reduction of biased material, an emphasis on moral education and
the inclusion of the Abrahamic Accords, a serious effort is being toddach information that
leads to peace, particulasyithin the framework of Islamic education.

The curriculum does not fully meet the international standards of gender identity and
representation. oesmeet such standards to the extent that women are consadgraido men
andencouraged to become prominent members of sodietbooksrefrain "from languag,
content, and imagery that depicts limiting and/or exclusionary gender fgles&dfrom a
different perspective, the Emirati curriculum is keen on protecting family values according to
Islamic sharia and the Emirati traditidn.short, men are moexjual in the home environment.
Women must obey their husbandpeS§ific gender roles for males and females allow polygamy,
restrict certain interreligious marriages, and rejecttnaditional gender roles and imitation of
the other sexThus, according tt/NESCO's Westergentered values of gender behavior, the
Emirati curriculum falls short. As to sexual orientatidre Emirati curriculum islso"free of
language, content, and imagery that promulgate violence or discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation."

The principle of sound prosperity and cooperaisooften revealed as the most important
element in IMPACTse's system of evaluating curricula. In that sense, the Emirati curriculum
offers a rare andotablemodel of an education system thadrsthe path toward achieving this
goal.

® Social Studies and National Educatjddrade 9, Vol. 1, 20222, p. 46.
5
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Preface

The collection and researchmost of the textbooks fdhis IMPACT-sereporton the
United Arab Emirates curriculumccurredduring the celebration of that natiofifieth
anniversary of its independendéis auspiciougime ofjubileesignifiesthe culmination ofan
ongoingcurriculum reformthat has beetaking place in recent years. In 2016 t&E launched
asignificantprogramfocused on moral educatiorecent editionspromotea vision for the
Emiratesduringthe nexthalf-century,revolving around peace and prosperity.

Securing peace and prospeggnterson educating for successful and responsible participation
in an extremely competitivglobal economyThis curriculumtries hard to teach students how to
balancecompetitivenessvith compassiomndadhee to traditionalmores, with the goal of a
happy life that drawapon shared values, love, and respect.

Seen as a whaléhe curriculum appears to be ineripd of transformation aimed at preparing
the Emirati young generation for such a vision. It invites studerieetpride andakecourage
from the achievements of the UAE in its first fifty years é&mdrawuponlessons from théhree
hundredyearhistory of the Coastal Emirates.

Suchhistorical experiencbas apparently enabled the Emiratis to fashion a truly moderate
perspective of IslanClearly it is at odds with any notion pélitical Islam, or Islamism, rooted
in revival movements which haviepm the eighteenth century on, tried to reformIgiamic
world out of a seHperception of failure, corruption, and decline. This sentithgmstified or
notd convinced such "reformers” th@adica) "Islam is thesolution” for this weakness. Hence,
they saw in Islam a tool for securing power. This powas considered necessarybting
justicefirst, by destroyingexistinglslamicauthorities and laterdefeaing the technologically
advanced Europeansho willy -nilly penetrated, and theontrolled he abode of Islam.

But the experience of the Emiraiss plainly reflected in the curricul@énis different. Local
leadership was generalhptdeemed to beorrupt and oppressive. Engagement with the
European powers, mainly the Britishyalveda fewskirmishes and required some give and
take, butwvasgenerally benign. The Emirati®t onlybenefitted from Pax Britannic¢hey
eventually thrivedThey even tried to remainBritish protectorateacceping independence only
as a second choice.

Thus resentment, the main motivation behind radical Iskappears to be generalpsent from
the Emiraticurriculum.And so are dreams of revenge, conquests, and hegemony. Much
experience has been accumulated in engagement with the world. Tribal strudtifasthand
Islam was practiced seriously but with no frenzy. Islam medsa solutiorto compensate for
weakness. It wds and remaind "the right thing to dg

6
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This does not mean that all Emirati citizens object to political Islam. Part ofdtieation
behind this curriculum and the stress on-aatiicalism may be relatdd activities of the
Muslim Brotherhood.

Iranian and Turkish support &flamistradicals amounts to a regional problem that could
threaten the stability of themirati federation. Botltountriesharbor imperial ambitiong.o
offset such challenged)e Emirati curriculum maintains its adherence to Iséatipursuitof
peacewhile prioritizingtolerant engagement; biipragmaticallyalso underscores
commitment to the defense of theuatry.

The strong prgpeaceandtolerance message coming out of this curriculum constitutes the best
tool for combating radicalism and violence while building a viable future for the Emirates.

A political culture of free dialogue and debegquires balaced, factbasededucatiorto explore
the world's complexitiegast, preserdandfuture.

The Emirati curriculurrearns high marks fats pursuitof peace and tolerance. It should be
equallyunrelentingto provide students withinbiased information in afields.

Eldad J. Pardo, PhD
Director of Research
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Introduction

The United Arab Emiratesasrapidly transformedtself overthe pastdecadeg makingit

an important regional actexertingglobalsignificance punctuated byconomic dynamism,
political influence,and military prowes®uring the same periodjuch of theArab Middle East
embarked irthe opposite direction. Country after country rebelled, imploded, fell prey to foreign
invasionsor to violenceand destructiomflicted by radicallslamist movementsr local proxies
controlledby aggressive neighbor&gainst this background, and with th& and Europe
fatiguedof policing the regionfunctioning Arab countriesftenfind themselves iprecarious
circumstancessompletereliance on otherfor security isno longer feasibldn the midst othis
environmentthe energetiand focusedJAE has become eentral pillar in an emerging alliance
of countriesattemptingio stemthe tideof radicalismand bring the regiobackto a measure of
stability, andbeyondthatto prosperity.

In the United Arab Emiratesducation isegardeds a key factor in coping with and building on
this transformationsafeguardinghe necessary human and cultural development, but also
ensurng that the UAE might equally contribute to this larger economic and cultural world of
which it has becoma part.

Thecurrentresearchwhich examing220textbooks from th& AE nationalcurriculum,
represent$MPACT-se&d seconcdeffort toreview Emirati education. Our firspreliminaryreport,
published in September 2026pcusedon the2016 UAEMoral Education program launched
acrosghe country's seven emiraied the timedescribed byducatiorexperts as a "remarkable
development® The report ofcrades 112, encompasseswiderange of the UAE curriculurim
subjectmatterssuch as Islamieducationnationalandsocial educationArabliterature history
andmoral educationWhile the report is noéxhaustivethe researched corpuasvertheless
provides a good grasp of this transforming curriculunetween 201&nd 2@1. More future
research in arts and scienced| address such subjects as English, biology, mathematics,
business and technology.

Education and State Cohesion in the UAE

State cohesion based on shared identity and genuine equaferghitsnhabitantsloes not exist
in the Middle EastAll of the region's countri€s democratic onotd are "unable to define,

" David Pollack, "The UAE's Second Hallentury: Building Forward to What?", The Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, December 2, 2021,
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/poli@nalysis/uaeseconéhalf-centurybuilding-forward-what
® Dina Tsamir ad Hagai Yehoshafat, "United Arab Emirates, Moral Education Textbooks," IMP#CBept 2020,
https://bit.ly/3E4IgmG
° Richard Pring"Development of Moral Education in the UAE: Lessons to be Leardgrd Review of
Education45, no. 3 (2019): p. 297 hE preliminary report diMPACT-secan be found on our website:
https://www.impacise.org/reports/unitedarabemirates/
9
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project, and maintain a national identity that is both incluai representativé*These
countriesaccommodate variety of ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural subgrobyps their
"nationalidentities” do not sufficientlyembodyall of their inhabitantsThis crossregional
failure entails a host of problems ranging fraathoritarianismgiminishedwell-being,and
economic hurdleas well as discriminatioand violence.

The GulfState® particularly the United Arab Emirat&@sare a special case in tliserario. In
many Middle Easternountries zealous nationaleshd Islamistegimes oppressed or threw out
religious or ethnic minorities, many of théisources of initiative and wealth'In the UAE,
however, the doors have bdaptopen for foreignerOnly 12 percent of the 9.&illion
population consists dbcal KhaleejiArab citizensthe resarenoncitizers.*? Besidethe
countryd from its vast oil resourcésproviding the capitahecessary taccommodatso many
nortnationals this consideredpendoor policyis perhaps the leading cause for th&E's
economicsuccess anchoderate behaviowWith seemingly littleapprehension from the presence
of the huge nomative populationthis tiny Gulf natiorvigorouslycompeéesto attract more
talent,mostrecently with the newly launchétJ AE Strategy for Talent Attraction and
Retentior'*® a program aimed at attracting highly qualified professionals to settle in the
Emirates.

Two other cause®r the UAE's successire historical and cultural. The engagentwith the
British and othekVestern powers allogdthe country to comfortably secuaesemtindependent
status, leading to compleitedependece in1971 Tribal culture, shared language aetigion,
andafederaliststructurealsocontribute tostability anddevelopment

Since ancient times, the Gulf region was a hub of international trade between East and West.
Sumerians, Phoenicians, Greeks, Persians, IndMdinsansand Arabs were all part of the

cultural interactiorwhich blossometh the Qulf. In thesixteenthcentury local Arab tribes
alternativelystrugglel and coopera&dwith the OttomanandIranian Safavidsas well as
Europeand most significantly the Portuguesevho laterarrivedin ships

But local tribes such as thd -Qasimiclan of Rasal-Khaima,also developed impressive
maritime powerandin the lateeighteenttand earlynineteentlcenturiesvere in control oseas

1R Kumaraswamy'Who Am 1? The Identity Crisis in the Middle Eastiddle East Review of International
Affairs 10, no. 1 (March 2008)p. 63.
" Martin Kramer, T sr ael 6 s V #rlends The Bimes of NmaiBeptember 27, 2020,
[\2ttps://blogs.timesofisrael.com/israalslnerablenewfriendsl
Ibid.

13 Staff Reporter"Sheikh Mohammedpproves UAEStrategy forTalentedExpats” Expat Media April 15, 2012,

https://www.expatmedia.net/sheikhohammeehpprovesuaestrategytalentedexpats/2021/04/
Gavin Gibbon"GCCCountries to 'Raise the Bas BIAE Adopts Strategy to Attractnal Retain Top Talerit
Arabian BusinessApril 15, 21,

https://www.arabianbusiness.com/jobs/462424-countriesto-raisethe-barasuaeadoptsstrategyto-attract
retaintop-talent

10
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in thelower Gulf and in much of the Indian Ocedmadeconsisted ofnainlyfishing and
pearlingbutalsoinvolvedslaves and spicé& These local groupattacked British and Indian
shipsin the open seasarningthe coastal waters the monik&Pirae Coast! The term"pirate”
probably should be understowdits historical contextFor the Qasimis, andanymodern
scholars, it was reall{tactical maritime warfare and a legitimate source of revemsugnifying
a menace to thetal interestsof the British Empire and its Omani alli&s

The Omanis whoin the second half of the eighteenth centuegameahe dominant economic
and naval force in the western Indian Ocean and the Gulf, similarly suffered from pressures
exerted by the British, the French and Wahhabis,unlike the Qasimignanaged to find an
accommodation with the Britisti.In 1819 the Brish navydefeatedhe Qasimis, securing the
Gulf region as a sphere of Western (mostly British) influendé 1971.

Western Influence

Overall British hegemony in the region (1821971)andits corollaryrole as a leading power
and protectowerenot coerciveMost scholars agree that Britain largely conformed to
expectations ofbcal elitesregardinga protectog duties and rights’.In 1835, a maritime truce
wassigned,andmost of thecurrentday Emirates officially becamgart ofthe TrucialCoast
([Trucial States]Al-S G al-MutaHD Jj a name given tthesix initial (UAE) tribesin the Gulf
who had signed treaties wireat Britain'® This period ofstability and trushad a positive
impact ontheregion'senvironments well aon political culture The Britishkeptthe
sheikhdomsindependence, "as long as they preserve law and order and maintain a system of
administration that will satisfy or at any rate be tolerated by their subjédhi% involvedthe
well-establishegbractice ofslaveryin Iran ancthroughoutArabia?® The British fiercelyfought
againstAfrican slavetrafficking on theopenseaanostly until the 189Qsa policyin line with

14 Abdul Sheriff, "The Persian Gulf and the Swahili Coast: A History of Acculturation overigue Durég in
The PersiarGulf in History,ed. Laurence G. Potter (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), p;3.8B7/3.82 83.
Muhammad alQasimi, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gund ed. (London: Routledge, 1986), p. 173; Charles
E. Davies,The BloodRed Arab Flag: An Investigain into Qasimi Piracy 17971820,(Exeter: Exeter University
Press, 1997).
16 patricia Rssq Oman and Muscat: An Early Modern Histp¢izondon Croom 1986 New York: Routledge
Reprint, 2017).
3ames Onley'Britain ard the Gulf Shaikhdoms, 1821971 ThePolitics of Protectioff CIRS Occasional Papers,
2009

https://ssrn.com/abstract=2825942 o )
'® Also known asTrucial States of the Coast of Om@x-l m U Al-8utaHD 134 or the Trucial Sheikhdomal-
Ma s h y alkviutBH) Bi). These consisted of Abu DhabB@0i 1971), Ajman (18201971), Dubai (18351971,
Ras Al Khaimah (18201972), Sharjah (182@971), and Umm Al Quwain (1820971); Fujairah (195271), only
joined the Trucial States in the ridlentieth century.
19 According to a British Gulf Resident, 1931ugged.in Onley, "Britain"), p.11.
# Unlike the Americas and StahararAfrica, "Islamic protocols and cultural mores" granted slaves in the Gulf
"certain rights and privileges such as the possibility of liberation and cultural integration." Behnaza#.Mine
Persian Gulf and Britain: The Suppression of the African Slave Tradabdlitions as a Global Experience
Hideaki Suzukigd.(Singapore: NUS, 2026p. 114;Jerzy Zdanowski"The Manumission Movement in the Gulf in
the First Half of the Twentieth CenturyMiddle Eastern Studie$7, no. 6 2011): p. 863.

11
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their "good intentionsindimperial interest®* Even thenthey were hargressed to reconcile
their "conflicting commitmentso antislavery and free market& The (British) Persian Gulf
Residencynterfered only margially to protect slaves in trouble or block inland trade
indigenous peoplé&such as the Iranian Bathis).?® The sheikhdomshusbenefitted from security
and peaceentrusted Britain with the management of their foreffairs and "acquiesceih
considerable British influender their domestic and commercial affaifs."

Whenin 1968Britain decidedo departthe Gulf thus ending'Pax Britannicd, the Trucial
Statedound themselves on their owhhey tried toconvince the British to stay dout
apparentlytheir offer was noevenconsidered® Despite the obvious disappointment felt by the
Emirati rulersthe long period of foreign guardisimp,which allowed foithe development of
localadministation, helped to foster a culture of cooperation and peHues, he collective
emiratessucceeded iachievingpeacefuindependencethough unwanted anchexpected® In
December 1971after three years of negotiations, a new politgiafemirates (Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain and Fujairamerged atheindependenUnited Arab
Emirates After some hesitatigrQatar and Bahrain optedstay outof the newfederation while
Ras AlKhaima joined two months latein(Februaryl972) as the seventh emirate

Britain, for its part,nitiated the idea of a federation, lobbiked it and assisted in devisirsplid
securityarrangements toffsetanythreats from regional or even global antagorfiSEor its
efforts, Britainlost most of itanfluencein the regiorand the U8 with its thentwo regional
allies Saudi Arabia and Irdnbecame the dominant force.

But independenceras notnecessarilygood news for all dwellers of the Gulf.

As a result of these new political realities, travel between nations became more

diffi cult for Gulf residents. Increased focus on security in the Gulf resulted in more
scrutiny and documentation for thehabitants of the region. Suddenly, people had to

have passports and work permits. Citizenship became an issue throughout the region. A

% Matthew S. Hopper,thperialism and the Dilemma of Slavery in Eastern Arabia and the Gulfj 1839"

ltinerario 30, na 3 (2006): p. 76.

2bid., p. 77 SuzanneMiers, Slavery in the Twentieth Century: The Evolution of a Global ProlfWainut Creek,

CA: AltaMira, 2003), p. 16.

2 Hideaki Suzuki, "Baluchi Experiences Under Slavery and the Slave Trade of the Gulf of Ghtha Bersian

Gulf, 1921 1950,"Journal of the Middle East and Afrieh no.2 @013: pp. 205 23; Mirzai, "The Persian," pl3;
Zdanowski, The Manumissiofi pp. 874, 879.

%4 Gregory Gause'British and American Policies in the Persian Gulf, 19683" Revew of International Studies

11, no. 4 (October 1985): p49.

#bid., p. 253.Labor party politicsand general change in attitude seem to have been the immediate reason for the
withdrawal, even though historical strategic and financial forces were at play; David B. Roberts, "British National
Interest in the Gulf: Rediscovering a Roléfternational Afairs, 90, no.3 (2014) p. 668.

# william O. Beeman"Gulf Society: An Anthropological View of the KHALIJES Their

Evolution and Way of Life," imThe Persian Gulf in History aurenceG. Potter ed (New York Palgrave
Macmillan,2009), p. 153.

" Gause, "Bitish and Americari p. 253.

12
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Kuwaiti "citizen," for example, would have extensive rights to medical care, education,
and other social guarantees thatoncitizen would not enjoy. Many people became, by
happenstance, citizens of the new nations where they happened to be living when the
new states were formed, despite the fact that their immediate families might be spread
out all over the Gulf®

Argually learning from lessons of the pate United Arab Emiratesdopteda positive attitude
toward peace and harmony in the region. The federgtionstate emergdnot as a result of a
bitter struggle for independence, but rather as a pragdetisionagreedupon voluntarily by

the various emirategnother lesson may relate to the centunéspearling industryvhich
suddenlydisappearedue tofluctuations otthe global economy. The main blow occurred in the
1930s with the combination of the wodepression and increased catifoon from Japanese
cultured pearlé® When the British left in the 1970sl| tracesof local pearling disappear£8

Pearling and trading were not only a source of income but also a way of tifees of plenty,
pearlers vere reluctant to invest thehardearnedorofitsd even inextremely safalternative
businesses. Some came to regretlttat,when global marketwere depressett This is
another example of the intimate centwadd relationship between the Galiespecially what is
now theUAEQJ and the global environment.

The Path to a Curriculum

Looking at the patteading tothe UAE curriculum, onéhas theampression thathe Emiratis
have appliedhistoricallessons in a holistic manngmining impetugrom bothpositiveand
detrimentainfluences and eventg/hile assuming a leadership role in maintainiegce and
harmony withbothglobal and regional powerthe UAE hagpethapsbeen in the forefront
among Gulf nationg1 combatinglslamistradicalism judgedby the Emiratisas wrongheaded
and seHdefeating And if in the pastthe Trucial Statemay have felabandoned bthe
protectionoffered byBritish forces the UAE'scurrentarmed force$iave reached a level of
proficiency able t@wooperatevith allies,and defend against both real and potential enemies,
regionally andylobally.*?

% Beeman, "Gulf Society p. 153.
2 Christopher M. DavidsgiThe United Arab Emirated\ Study in SurvivalBoulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner,
2009, p. 7.
%0 Beeman, "Gulf Society p. 153.
31 Davidson,The United Arabp. 7.
%2 David B. Roberts, "Bucking the Trend: The UAE and the Development of Military Capabilities in the Arab
World," Security Studieg9, no. 2 (2020): pp.3084; Frank Gardner, "How the UAE Emerged as a Regional
Powerhouse," BBC, Sept 22, 2020,

https://www.bbccom/news/worlemiddle-east54235209

Hussein I bish, "The UAEO®&s EmeArabiGulfdgtatBsdrstitute imaMashiBggoo ur i t y

(AGSIW), April 6, 2017.
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Some experts have used the metaphor “Little Sparta" to describe the UAE's aodvresstial
spirit.3

But military and economic effortsave not beeenoughto offset the growing radicalism in the
region.The UAE struggled from the 2000s to shield itself from radical Islamism, mainly through
legal and cultural campaigns. In 2011, legal measures were taken against the Muslim
Brotherhood’* culminating in declaringt aterrorist organizatior: In 2014, a Mubm Council

of Elders was founded in Abu Dhabi under the chairmanship of Sheikh Ahrieged, the

Grand Imam oA\l-Azhar to promote interfaith and tolerance. This was followed by a law against
discrimination and hatred in 20E5da Ministry of ToleranceProgram in 2016Muhammed bin

Zayed, Abu Dhabi 6s cr dastorulgr,visitaddhe Vaicamdin Septeanbdd AE ' s

2016andmeeting withPope Francisthe Popeeciprocatedvith a visit to Abu Dhabin 2019%°
Following this period of eventshé UAE established an International Institute for Tolerance in
2017 and declared 2019 to be the "Year of Tolerafice."

Likewise,the UAE's enthusiastic participation the Abraham Accords with Israel suggests that
the country opted for @gorouscollaboratiorwith countriesfacing similarchallengesDespite
huge oil and gas resour¢éise notso-distant memory of losing its primary economic resource in
pearling appears to have guided thei &t nation topursie a policy of diversification and
specialization.The Gulf nation haprovedto be fully capable of departing from a traditional
past, while potentially leaping inn uncertain futu@ geopolitically, economically, and
culturally. As inthe past, however, dontinues to relpn acheaplabor forcefrom abroad and on
its location as a potential haib global trade routes.

UAE Education System

The United Arab Emirates curriculum corresponds with thetéoric economic riSef a
"small, backwater desert nation of 279,000 people in,liiilla rich, vibrant economic center

*Melissa Dalton and Hijab Shah, "Evolving UAE Military and Foreign Security Coopardiath Toward Military

Professionalism," Carnegie Middle East Center, January 12, 2021
https://carnegienec.org/2021/01/12/evolvingaemilitary-andforeign-securitycooperatiorpathtoward

military-professionalisrpub-83549

Gardner, "How the UAE"Rajiv Chandrasekaran, "In the UAE, the Unitethtes Has a Quiet, Potent Ally

NicknamedLittle Sparta,"The Washington Podfovember 9, 2014
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/natiorsacurity/inthe-uaethe- united stateshasa-quietpotentally-

nicknamedittle-sparta/2014/11/08/3fc6a5®el 3a1l1e4836¢83bcaf26eb67 _story.html.

3 Emily Alpert, "United Arab Emirates Trial Opens for 94 Accused of Trying to Seize Powees Angeles Times

March 4, 2013,
https:/ivww.latimes.com/world/laxpm-2013mar-04-la-fg-wn-uaetrial-activists20130304story.html.

% Birol Baskan,"The Pope, the UAE, and the Muslim Brotherhood," Middle East Institute, February 13, 2019,
https://www.mei.edu/publications/popmeandmuslimbrothehood.

% pope Francis Arrives on Historic Visit to UAE," BBC, February 3, 2019,
https://www.bbc.com/news/worthiddle-east47106204.

37 Baskan,"The Pope."
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of more than nine million today?®

TheUAE has compulsory education f@radesli 12. Students begin wittlementaryr basic
educationGradesli 5), continue witHower secondary (intermediaieGradesoi 9) andthen
must complete theupper secondary educati(@rades1012) before receivinghe General
Secondary Education Certificat®dmission forcollegelevel education requires taig the
Emirates Standardizétest (EmSAT)Public school ducationis provided free of charg®.

The national curriculum of the UAEnonitored in this report, is taught in government schools
The language of instructidn these schoolis Arabic for all subject&’ The curricula offered by
privateinstitutions are variefut all schools areequired to teackslamic educationsocial
studiesand Arabic as aecond languag&Vhile all schools are licensed by the UAEIBistry of
Education (MoEpnd mostly teachn assortment d@ritish, American and Indian curricyléhe
southern emirates administer education locdflyAbu Dhabj there ardourteenprivate
curriculasupervised byhe Department of Education and KnowleddedEK),** while the
seventeen private sectaurricula inDubai aresupervised by thEnowledge andHuman
Development Authority (KHDA)In Sharjah private education is regulated and licensed by the
Private Education Authority (SPEA thenorthernemiratesaccreditation antcensng for all
schoolsis administeredy the MoE.*?

The large number axpatriates corresponds to their numbers in private sgHowisatis
accounted for only{7 percent ofrivate schoostudents in 2018L6. In Dubai,some90 percent
of all studentsattendedprivate schoolsluringthatschoolyear®?

3 pollack, "The UAE's Second"; UAE, MoE, "The National Educational Sysé@ademic Yea2020-2021,"
https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/ImportantLinks/Documents/matrix/MOEducationSyste ~ZZZ20pdf

Kevin Kamal and Stefan Trines, "Education in the United Arab Emirates,” WENR, August 10, 2018.
https://wenr.wes.org/2018/08/educatiorthe-united-arabemirates

39 Kamal and Trines, "Education.”

“0 Abu DhabiDepartment of Education and Knowledge (ADEK),
https://www.adek.gov.ae/

“bid.

*2 UAE MoE,
https://u.ae/en/informatieandservices/education/scheetlucatiork-12/joining-k-12-education/private
schoot-in-the-uae

“3 Kamal and Trines, "Education.” Among other emirates, the most recent (2014) numbers of all students attending

private schools i&\bu Dhabj 64%; Sharjah 78%; Ajman, 70%; Umm Al Quwain 41%;Ras Al Khaimah40%;

and Fujairah28%.
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Home and Shared Destiny

National Identity: Roots, Federalism and Culture

The UAE curriculunemphasizebyalty to the homelandndmartyrdom in its defense and
leadership all to buttressational identity which itassociagswith the Emiratifuture vision.
Beyond the obviouteatureghat normally comprise a nation's idenditincludinghistory,
peoplehood, location aradsense of destidy thereare othemways toview identity, all relevant
to consider in any blueprint of a natiofusure These ange from the variousemiratesand
familiesthat form the UAHederationas well aggender ethnicity, expats state leadershjp
institutions andnationalsymbol$ to the parArab Gulf (Khaleej)** andpanArab, regional
and globaidentities

Privity :3'._.’ & ;.b}!\ s :G._.b/- ;-n._-' ;‘b)}\ By

¥ p. ass 2 8e gy ,
.x»'a\.»).k.;‘) ,M:,.;J-,..,Uu_..’-u

"Serving thehomeland is not a job, serving the homeland is a whole 'life
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid

Arabic Language Grade 6 Vol. 1, 2027 22, p.111

4 Gaith Abdulla, "Khaleeji Identity in Contemporary Gulf Politic§Ulf Affairs Special Issue ofidentity &
Culture in the 21st Century Gulf," eblagdalena Karolak, Autumn 2016, pp.52
https://www.oxgaps.org/files/gulf_affairs_autumn_2016_full_issife.p
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Peace Prosperity, DefensePatriotism and Anti-Radicalism

The UAE flagsymbolizes a great many concepésmrning about theranable students to better
understand the extent of UAE policies in the real world
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Green: symbolizes development and prosperity, grevironmentand cultural

renaissance in theountry.

White: symbolizes good works amjiving, and the nation's path to support security and

peace in the world

Black: symbolizes the power and strength of the nation's sons, and their rejection of

injustice and extremism

Red: symbolizes the sacrifices of the earlier generation who founddeetterationand
the sacrifices of the nation's martyrs in an effort to protect its achievearehtains

Social Studiesand National Education Grade 7, Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 94

Sacrifice and martyrdom on patriotic groundsto defend the homeland is revered

ol e Sald 0xds bgll

£

-cﬁm daa>- sanioll &zl ¢

ooy daxiall d sl OhLedl dgs 70,6 G ued J3l pused Juge Ao X=pg
ol (5Sl it 835> dulymo GualSall Aol oy dbyds e 351
3l sl pozel I bl Gl Sled 3 Gle spidu] ol ol 8loy
PLLQ Jud le) 21971 51805 30 PbVH] 1‘39.)).’?&_9 SIS 835> Jali>l
clag il J51 5l 38 (Gunsw sasiall & yall Ohlogl dgs
ol &3l agilos; lgss Gl
30 & dagls Feldl gl Coolo 3ol 389 Gorizall 31321

Cl_).@_uJ&A_ADJLAA_uJ) LQQJPLCJSL}Q)AASQJBOPQJAJA}LU
[@_‘m.ﬂ PQJ L_g_)erJ 6J| (_ng_‘u” PQJ) u.o_um Cd ng_x”

Ohledl dos Gusdy Hlgs JI

Tble] 3e5 I3l Jegeo plles

17



TWPACT se

Salem Suhail Khamis is considered the first martyr in the history of the United
Arab Emirates. He was one of tbervicemerof the Ras Al Khaimah Police,
assigned to guard the island of Gredtenb, which belongto theEmirate of Ras
al-Khaimah. He wasartyredby the Iranian army forces during the attack
leading to thedccupaion of the Greater Tunlslandat dawnon November30,

1971 (two days before the establishment of the United Arab Emirates). He was
the first of the martyrevho watered the soil of the homelandh their pure

blood His grave is witness to thejusticeof the aggressor invadeidis

Highness SheikKhalifa bin Zayed AltNahyan, President of the United Arab
Emiratesproclaimedeach November 3@ beMartyr Day, being the date of the
martyrdom of Salem Suhathe first Emirati martyr.

Social Studies and National Educatioiisrade § Vol. 1,2021 22, p. 55.

Thefollowing mapcoloring exercise reflects thpanGulf Arab identity(Khaleeji)laudedin the
Emirati curriculum. Regional experts explain thdwe'Arabic wordkhaleejis literally translated
as"Gulf" butgoes beyond a geographic meaning to conveynamon parGulf Arab identity
that sets the people of the region apart from the rest ditddie East:*> Arab dwellers living
on the Iranian side of the Gubmpriseareaghat were at one time part of the Coa&mlirates
as well as othgplaceswhereArabs resided.

Firstgrade studentgarn abousecurityat the outset of their educatidn a writing exercise,
one of the words is "soldierdri the following image all words begin with the Arabic lefter
andjunud (soldiers):

T1Y

i

[Counterclockwisdrom bottom right:]
Soldiers; Mountain; Trees; Stars

Arabic Language Grade 1, Vol. 1, 202021, p. 82.

Also in first grade, students learn to write words such as radavasdre shown a swor@nd a
knife, andalsolearn to write "martyrs:“°

4> Adam HaniehCapitalism and Class in the Gulf Arab Stat@dew York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), p. 2. See
alsoAbdulla, "Khaleeji Identity' p. 2. Arguably, this identity is rooted in pstate timesBeeman, "Gulf Society,"
p. 153.

“®Arabic Languag, Grade 1, Vol2, 2020 21, pp. 148, 172, 189.
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Leadership

United Arab Emirates Founder: Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

Founder's Vion of Space
Social Studies and National Educatigisrade 5 Vol. 3, 2A.9 20, p. 123.

UAE president, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed AFNahyan
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Thanis tothe President. . .
Social Studies and National Educatioisrade 5 Vol. 3, 2A.9i 20, p. 17
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The Emirati leadership providguidanceo the studentslTo conclude the discussion about
tolerance in the UAE, students are introduced to this quote, explaining that it is a basic Emirati
value,embodying he nati ondés successful future.
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'The Emirates and Tolerance are two sides of the same cpmbasic value

forour natonand a warranty for the future of our
His Highness, Sheikh Mohammed bin RashitMal k t o u m ,VicePtesiderd, ®rime

Minister, and the Governor @ubai, Allah blesshim.

Social Studies and National EducatigiGrade 8, Vol. 2, 2020 21, p. 39.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid-Maktoum, VicePresident, Prime Minister, and the Governor
of Dubai with Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan the Crown Prince of the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and Deputy Supreme Commander of the United Arab Emirates Armed
Forces.The text includea long thank you letter by Sheikh Rashed to Muhammad bin Zayed for
his great contributions to tHemirates

aulj du 3Bb jaub#

{

Thank You, Muhammad Bin Zayed!
Social Studies and National Educatioisrade 8,V o | . 3, 22020 21, p .
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A Political Map of the United Arab Emirates
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Social StudiesGradeg Vol. 1, 2020 21, p. 16.

Khaleeiji Identity
The Khaleeji identity is part of the Emirati identity
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Color the Regionof the Arabian Gulf's Eastern CoastArabson Map A [left],
Using Map B [right] asReference

[Redon map B:] The Arabs of the Eastern Coast

[Greenon map B:]The Arabsand spring®f the Bushehr area

VR on map B:JThe Arabian Gulf

Social Studies and National Educatiomistorical Depth of Federa Thought in the
UAE (Book Viewing and Analysis) Grade 1Q Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 39.
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Arab Homeland: Cradle of Three Religions

TheArab Homelanatonsists oholy sites cherished by all three Abrahamic religidsieam,
Judaismand ChristianityGeography reflects centrality and openness in the world.
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The Importance of the ArabHo me | alrochtios:

The ArabHomelands characterized by a unigaed importangeographical and
strategic locatiotfior its great extensioim the two continents of Asia and Africa.
positionedamongthe continents of the ancient wo(lisia, Africa, and Europe), which
made it a crossroad for the global transportation routes.

The Arab Homelangs considered the cradle of the thremvenlyreligions Islam,
Christianity and Judaisnit accommodatethe religious sanctuaries its land, and it is
the destination of pilgrims' caravans from around the world.

Social Studies and National Educatigisrade 9, Vol. 1, 2021 22, p.70.
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Vision and Prosperity

Vision 2021 Emirati Studentsamong the World's Best

A major goal ofVision2021is toimprove the education system in thRAE, facilitating Emirat
studens to becoméeadesin international indices.
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Vision 2021

The United Arab Emirates strives to create a Haytel
educationakystem.The coming years will witness a
comprehensive change in learning asaching
mechanismsOur national agendaims at placingur
students among the best students in the world in
knowledge andeadingand knowledge and skills
assessment tests in reading, matt science, in
addition to raising the percentage of high school
graduatesn line with global ratesThe aim of this
agenda is to make alur schoolsdistinguished by
leadersand teacherall certifiedin accordance with

international standard®ur students shouldaster the
Arabic language.

Social Studies and National Educatio My Early
Lifed Sultan bin Muhammed alQasimi(Book
Viewing and Analysis) Grade 12 Vol. 1, 2021i 22, p.
46.
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Froman earlyage, students learn the connection between stability and prosperity. Here is an
example froman Arabic Languageextbook for eightkgradersAfter reading thénadith

(traditions, records, relating to the Prophet's wordsdaedls) students are asked to compose a
paragraph explaining the connection between gabsecietiesand economic success.
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There is a strong relation between the spread of security and stgdahiyéul society)
and excellent industry, originality and innovati@tonomic securijy and the other way
around. Explain that.

Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 1,2021 22, p. 107.
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National Pride and Tourism

As part of a vocabulary exercise, students read that Dubai has become the best tourist destination
in the world, andtreditsthis achievement to théice PresidenandPrime Ministerof the United
Arab EmiratesMuhammad bin Rashid

Tourism suggestspeningto theworld. It also raises a perspective of péateurism is typically
the first industry to suffer from war and crises. Alsmsperityis envisagedhrough free
competition in an industry dedicated to making people from around the world happy.

( Al Ag> 3 n

Tourist Destination

Thanks to the efforts of Sheikh Muhammad bin Rashid, Dubai has become the most
preferral tourist destinatiorn the world.

Arabic Language Grade 5 Vol. 1,2020i 21, p. 47.

In aspecial educational program entitled "Moral Education,” students are inviteidk@about

the vision of their countryThe curriculum emphasizes the important pillar of "equality” but
leaves open the question of whether the UAE has developed in teeapsatity during the last
decades.
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Equality is one of the key pillars on which the UAE was founded. Do you think that
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May Allah have mercy upon his soul) would be
pleased with the way the UAE has developed in termguilgy in the lasthirty years?
Give reasons for your ansver

Moral Education, Grade 1Q Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 43

As part of a lesson on "social investméstudents are taugtitat the UAE'Suturevision
incorporatesnvestment with socialesponsibility Here, theyearn about th& AE Centennial
Planwhich helps them imagine the ndxte decadesThe lessoriocuses on #astchanging
world where students can thrive with the proper knowledge and skills.
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NB: Textbook 2017 reference (above) is incorrect; Centennidtlan will end in 2071
(see following table)

The UAE Centennial 2071 Plan

The UAE Centennial 2071 planms atinvestment in the UAE. His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice Presitdand Prime Minister

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, said of the plahafte have established a clear strategy
for 2021;the UAE Centennial goes beyond that, with a fokecade vision for future
generations that provides the governmeitlh a clear roadmafor long-term

development . . We must plant the seeds today for future generations to grow and
prosper tomorrow. The world is rapidly changing, and we must equip our youth with the
new tools, knowledge and skills needed to thrive in an-evelving envionment.

Moral Education, Grade 1Q Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 77.
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UAE Centennial 20(MoE Websit¢

UAE Centennial 2071 @

D

Emirati

School m

Within this vision, students learn about different types of government and private investments.
The textbook explains that the UAE governmisnibvesing in education reforms schools and
universitiesas part of its national plaMore interesting perhs is the attention given to personal
well-being and theducatiorfor positive thinking and "balanced life themeof "the individual

and society"). One of the components of a balanced life is positive thinking and gratitude for
what one has. Positivlibking will allow studentgo initiate andwant to changandresolve

conflicts peacefully. Elsewhere in the curriculum there is much material about compassion and
charity.
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Being Positive

The UAE government hasMinistry of State for Happinessid among its main
goals are to promote a culture of happiness and positivity for all Emaats
develop an environment where Emiratis create their own happiness and spread
positivity through their communities. Being happy and positive are fundamental
values in leading a rich and fulfilling life. Being positive in Jibentersaround

the idea that you look for the good in any situation. Thinking positively is linked
to success in life and a healthy life.

The first place to begin is how we think and hae approach life. Being grateful,
for example, can change the way that you see things in life, particularly the small
things that can be taken for granted. Being grateful for the house you live in, all
the things your parents do for you, or a friend hmgprou understand some

difficult homework are all things you can do which can help you change how you
approach life in a more positive way.

Moral Education, Grade 1Q Vol. 1, 202 22, p.97.

Democracy and Shura

The UAEpolitical frameworkis foundedon shurabaseddemocratic principleshich impart
very specific connotations to Erati political thinking.While the pillar of the legal system is
shura(an Islamic politicaconstructmeaningconsultatiof, the curriculum emphasizes the
importance ohavinga practical open societyhat functions in an equally practicabrld. The
textmakes no claim thahé UAEisd or ought tobed a Westerrdemocracybut encourages
students to be vigilant and obsetlie variousssuesand eventén societythatmay impactheir
political lives andrights.

@Slas atwjlas ye dé Cuul punlaall oim ol L sy lo yedilly dabliaasll sylj auddl cllsls ags oo
saaiall dypell ciljlolll dlgs La dublaandl o \Johss (amuting eauwS wed dil go Juolgill e slicl
ole ol e 1ull lell @bl sgiuo e clgu «Lac gélg lgil goimall G yagiai 3o Cuuylg iljleds Cuuyl
el (sgiuall
Sheikh Zayed'snderstandingf democracyandshura[lslamic principle of
consultatiofindicates that these concepts were not strange furduiticeas a
ruler,in which hehas been accustomed to communicating with his nation's
people, great or small, as he had s&dmocracy in the UAE is not juatpretty
word. It is neither just text in the constitutianhis a practical reality, botfor the
state's high echelons of power atthe peopledevel.’

Social Studies and National Educatiomdistorical Depthof Federal Thought in the
UAE, Grade 10,Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 129.
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Toleranceand Diversity

The vision of a prosperous global hedorrelates with the curriculum's teachirggsdiversity and
a peaceful societss part of the UAE's national identitfhe presence afon-nationalsis
consideredin advantadk leading toa tolerangglobal perspectiveThe following exerpt offers
theexample from historyhatimmigration of capable people unleashed prosperity
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The commercialraffic recoveredn Dubai port, which graduallgecame the alternative
trade port after the fall of Lanja [nadBandar Lengeh Most of Lanjas merchants
preferred to immigrate tBubai, which experienceglremarkable recovgrin 1903 The
city of Dubai began to welcome people from diffgrethnicities, and especialiyelabor
force of Indians and Iranians. The c#gw rising prices, and evolved into tnest
bustling and dynamitocation with the highesstandard of living.

Social Studies and National Educatiofdistorical Depth of FederhThought in the
UAE (Book Viewing and Analysis) Grade 1Q Vol. 1,2021 22, p. 46.

The Emirati understanding dfversityis conveyedhrough variouditerary meansThe
following analysis of theegionalmythologicalfigure, Sinbadthe Sailor One Thousand and
One Night¥displaysa desirgo reach out andommunica¢ with Othes, wherever they may be
found Such a message, embeddednreighthgrade Arabidanguageourse, speaks volumes
about the culturef the curriculund to evoke in students a universal desr&now theOther
and understand that beneath the differences between human belivgsseculture® al are
essentialljthe same.
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Perhaps yowill share my opinion that insideachone of us hides such a Sinbad,
wishing to go out and travel all around the worlddigcover it and get to know tlother
peopleswith their colors, forms and wayof living. We wish that this journey will lead us
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to realize that we are not alone on thasth for there are others besides us, different
from usthat will encounter uOur similarities and dissimilarities will reve us the
secrets of lifeand record its stories, whichtélls us in all languages and tongues are
as different from each other as we are the same

Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 2,2020Q 21,p. 272.

Curiosity toward what is famwayand mysterious is taugtitroughappropriate images depicting
legends and myths elumerousultures.

>3
‘r\\
W5
~)

\\( \\ N
9D, W
d) \ ék S, . // /‘
Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 2,202Q0 21,p. 178.

Another Arabic textbookffers a window into Japanese cultwigh gorgeous images ttie
Sakura berryblossons.
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In March of every year, Japan becomes a magical country covered in
eye-catching pinkwhen the Sakura flowerd®lossom inmost cities .. .

Arabic Language Grade 5 Vol. 1,2020 21, pp. 48 58.
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Tolerance is a centralement othe UAE curriculum. A groundbreaking moral education
programemphasizess significance to students
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Lesson 4

TOLERANCE
Educatiomal Outcomes

Explaining the main traits of empathy, respect and tolerance
Learning the situations in which the students rempesitiveposition, and whether they
failed indisplaying empathyrespect and tolerance toward others.

Look at the stars the teacher will stick on your book in the classroom (red, gold, silver, green,
blue, and purple). What is the color of your staoPm a group with your classmates having the
same colostar. Clearly, some of your classmates have remained out of these groups.

How do you think thesgexcluded students feel? Howid you behave toward them agyeoup?
Moral Education, Grade 4, Vol. 1, 2020 21, pp. 2Li 26.

Islamic Education, Peace and Tolerance

The Islamiceducatiorprogram reflectshe strictshariabased Islam that is practiced in the UAE.
Within this framework, education for peace and tolerance must be based onhegilinoksalso
exhibit peaceful messaging thagflects the spirit of the faithplayed out in such concepts as:
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"dialogue is the foundation of a peaceful coexistefit&Hus, theAbraham Accords angeace
treaty with Israel is studieith three different grades within the framework of Islasdacatior*®

Thecurriculumis ill-disposed toadicalism and terrorisnit offers studentsarious route$o

confront this challenge. Theologicalstudents are taughfdicalism is untenable becsauit
contradicts the essence of the Islamic worldview, which is based on moderation and the middle
road (vasatiyyd.*® Radicalismalienates people from the faindspread terror and violence

since "extremists considérmpermissible tashedany person'sloodd even those closest to

them.® Students ar¢aught toresist andactivelydebunk claims that Islam is a violent religion

and that iwill never be a religion of terrot- This appears to be an effective approach to teach
tolerance since the best wiaylearn something is ®xplain orteach it.

Textbaoksemphasize thdslammusttreatother religions with toleranc® Freedom of religious

belief and faith is a core issue. Tolerating others is conducive to cooperation, amity and rejection
of violence andtonflicts all should strive tdive a good and happy lif€.Free choice is

mandated by Islar: Acceptance ofion-Muslims appliesin the UAE and abroatf.Muslims

should answer the greetings of Adlislims, especially Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians. If the
enemy inclines toward peace, trust in Altahmake peace. Diplomatic relations with ron

Muslims are encouraged lslam>®

Regarding the subject aftitudestoward Jews, a few anecdotes are provided describing how
Prophet Muhammad and Caliph Omar acted kinalljews.In one instancelhe Prophet visited
a sick Jewish bgy’ at another time haccepted an invitationy Jewsto dine® Judging a
disagreemen®marruledin favor of a Jew and against a Musfifin another textbook the
Prophet stands during a funepabcessiorof a Jew, stressing that the deceased was a human
being as welf°

“"|slamic EducationGrade 6, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 48.
“8 |slamic Education, Grade 6, Vol. 1, 2G2P; p. 75; Islamic Education, Grade 8, Vol. 1, 2022, p. 63; Islamic
Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 20222, p.43.
“9|slamic EducationGrade 12, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 34 Islamic EducationGrade 8, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 56.
*0|slamic Education Grade 12, Vol. 1, 20222, p. 36.
*|slamic EducationGrade 10, Vol. 3, 202@1, pp. 52i 53.
*2|slamic EducationGrade 12Vol. 3, 20Di 21, pp. 27 28.
%3 bid., p. 30.
*(31).
% |slamic EducationGrade 8, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 56.
%% |slamic EducationGrade 12, Vol. 3, 2a® 21, p. 32.
*"|slamic EducationGrade 9, Vol. 3, 202@1, p. 501slamic EducationGrade 12, Vol. 32020 21, p. 34.
22 Islamic EducationGrade 12, Vol. 3, 202@1, p. 34.
Ibid.
% |slamic EducationGrade 9, Vol. 3, 202@1, p. 50islamic EducationGrade 10, Vol. 3, 202@1, p. 50.
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An important topic in the lamic educationprogram is the Medina Document (in the textbook,
wa t Bwhictathecurriculum cites athe first constitution in histor§* The Document's ideal

of communities and clans living equally and in harmisrtaught throughout middland high
schoolgradesand affirms'the right to be helped against those who unlawfully assaulted them,
whether Muslims or neiMuslims from within the state or from outside 5t A current and

relevant issue for the UAthat derives from an understanding of B@cuments the absolute
necessityto treat noaMuslim workersfairly.?® In a more religious context, the wéhown

guotation from théMedina Document, "The Jews have their own religion, and the Muslims have
theirs' is provided in the context of accepting the legitimacy of other relidibns.

"The Jewshavetheir own religion and the Muslims have theirs." [From Medina Document]

Islamic Education Grade 12, Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 67.

The following image from a sixthgrade textbook is meant tallustrate the UAE's diversity:
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®1|slamic Educatiod Teacher GuideGrade 6, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 157.
®2|slamic EducationGrade 11, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 112.

%3 |slamic Education Grade 11Vol. 3, 2(R0i 21, p. 29.

% |slamic EducationGrade 12, Vol1, 2021 22, p. §.
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| am proud to be a peat®ving Muslim, who is tolerant when dealing with others, and |
work hard to spread goondssto all corners of my country, by works of charity and
development.

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 2, 2@0i 21, p. 5.

Islamic Educationtextbooksdisplayexamples of the obligation to treat Abtuslim workers and
minority members in fairness.
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The Concept of Fairness
Fairnessneans: to give to others their right, just as you would like to receive from them

your right. You do not consider their strength or weakness, their knowledgeability or
ignorance, or their faithfulness or lack thereof.
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Fairness at work: means to execute work perfectly, and do whatever it takes to increase
work quality. At the same time, treating workers fairly means to appreciate their
achievements, protect their rights and care for their conditions regardless of work or
productivity.

Islamic Education Grade 11, Vol. 3, 202021, p. 29.

In the same textbook an anecdote from early Islanterns dew who was framed for
supposedly stealing a shield from a Muslim warrior. The Jew was almost convictadrtbah
Quranicverses were then revealed to the Prophet proving his inngdeadmg to the Jew's
acquittal®

A section describingPortrayalsof Tolerancan the Holy Quian,"hasthe following
interpretation fosurdnAI-MU' i dah 5: 5:

% |slamic Education Grade 11Vol. 3, 2@®R0i 21, p.31
33



TWPACT se

@5l o Elo3)ls cppoleb JST L1 QLS oy Gaalunall G el U383 Lo plSYI (oo ALY £ 55
3555 O 5y o Gl aludll 953 A g ogma B3gall Jolsl utals doght) Bge b s

3%

03YsY &Vl Yigals lizs Ilyel lelal puans LS 08Ys by w1l dad)s wlucedl 4o}

Islam established rules that strengthen the relationship between Muslims and People of the Book
[such as Christians and Jews]; it allows Muslims to eat their food and marry their women. This
consists of a call for strengthening bonds of affection with tHeris is the highest level of
religious tolerance: the Muslimdéds wife and | if
memberof the People of the Booklence, her family members become uncles, aunts and

grandparents of his children.

Islamic Education Grade 9, Vol. 3, 202@1, p. 50.

Based on another Qanic verseanlslamic Educatiortextbook handles the question of family
ties with noAMuslims Even parents whpracticepolytheism ana@ncourage their children to
follow suit should nevertheless bespected by their childrem the language of the Qan, one
should "not obey therard yet treat them well in this worldSgrahLugman 31:15)Such
toleranceshould badirected to all noMuslims® Students learn that the UABSuses over 200
nationalities and churches and temples of Sikhs and Hinthee than all other GCC countries
combined:®’

Beyond faith, what counts are deeds, namely what "brings joy, comfort and peace to those
around you'®®

In an Islamic Education exercise, studentstaskedo assign the relevant principles of
intellectual toleranceuch askindness, noiscrimination, rejection of violence,
Religious toleranceand even lowv@ of all religions, within nine different Qur'anigerses.
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% |slamic EducationGrade 9, Vol3, 2020 21, p. 50.
" Moral Education Grade 10, Vol. 2, 202@1, p.75. (English edition. Same reference and contents in the Arabic
editions).
% Moral Education Grade 10, Vol. 2, 202@1, p. 77.
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| Deduce

From the followingprinciples the indications of intellectual tolerance contained in each
Quranic verse:

Doing good to othersBeingmerciful, kind and gentleJusticein dealing with others

and preserving their right8alance moderation and taking the middle way /d@s of

worship of all religions are respected and should be protected and preserved / Islam does
not coerce anyone to convert to it/ Humans are honored regardless of their color, sex,
religion or thought / Tolerance and forgiveness turn enmity into lelaving dialogue

with those dissenting in a friendly manner and the rejection of vialence

Islamic Education Grade 9 Vol. 3, 202021, pp. 4950.

A Typical Chapter on Islamic Tolerance

An Islamic Educationiextbook for sixth grade devotes a whole chapter to tolerasce core
value of Islam and a central part of tmirati identity. A close reading reveals thignificance
amulti-cultural countrylike the UAE places on tolerance skill$olerance ivroadlyapplied
Those tourists or guest workers, who ave-Muslim, norArab andnontcitizens living in the
UAE, should be treated kindly and with respédtis sentimenis copiously expressed
througlout the curriculum irvariousexamplesand images
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In its general sense ,tolerance means kindness ,peace ,mercy ,non-
violence ,dealing gently with others ,accepting the fact that they are
different from us ,and not coercing them to do anything.

Islam directed us to be tolerant towards all people in all fields of life in
order to establish a cohesive and interconnected society .Even though
the Holy Qur‘an did not explicitly use the word" tolerance ,"it included
other words that are closely associated with it and translate it into
required Islamic principles .Likewise ,in noble hadiths ,the Messenger of
Allah 4, encouraged us to adopt it. There are many verses in the Holy
Qur'an that order us to do good deeds towards all people. Allah :‘ﬁ, said:

{ u\..._:n..ﬂgj aul\ g\ \)...»‘\_, ;-
Wa Ahsind ‘Inna Allaha Yuhibbu Al-Muhsinina”

(And do good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of good.) [Al-Baqarah: 195].

And the Messenger of Allah # ordered us to deal well with all people;
he &, said:

“The Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hand people are safe, and the believer

is the one from whom people’s lives and wealth are safe.” [Narrated by Al-Nasa'i].
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Allah £, said:
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Ya Ayyuha An-Nasu ‘Inna Khalagnakum Min Dhakarin Wa ‘Unthd Wa Ja'alnakum

Shu'abaan Wa Qaba'’ila Litaarafi ‘Inna Akramakum ‘Inda Allahi Atqgakum ‘Inna Allaha

'Alimun Khabir”

(O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and
tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is
the most righteous of you. Indeed. Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.) [Al-Hujurat: 13]

¢ The relationship between the Musim | ¢ The reason why Allah #, created
and others. people from one soul and made
them peoples and tribes.

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 2, 202021, p. 87.

Colorful imagesand everyday examplesf tolerance aréeatured, with references all

religions, ethnicitiespationalitiesand language®xtending to every income strat@nfrom the
most wealthy ruling class to the least wealthy immigrant labblighlighted are servicevorkers
andnon-Muslims neighbors, regardless of religi®ihat follows are numerous examples from
the textbooks in both Arabic and English:
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Manifestations of tolerance:

Islam calls us to exhibit the values of tolerance towards all people of different
religions, ethnicities, nationalities and languages. Tolerance has several
manifestations which the Holy Qur'an and the Prophet %, directed us to exhibit,
including the following:

i and gentle in dealings with people. Our Messenger 4, was

merciful in his sayings and dealings with people. Allah %, said:

CF vl 7
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§ A iy
“Fabima Rahmatin Mina Allahi Linta Lahum Wa Law Kunta Fa%aan GhaliZa
Al-Qalbi Lanfadda Min Hawlika Fa'fu ‘Anhum Wa Astaghfir Lahum”

(So by mercy from Allah, O Mohammad, you were lenient with them. And if you
had been rude in speech and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from

about you. So pardon them and ask forgiveness for them) [‘Ali "Imran: 159].
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py
respecting and appreciating them,
helping them if they need help,
visiting them if they are sick and not
hurting them through words or deeds.
The Messenger of Allah %, said:

by respecting and appreciating
them, giving them their rights in full
and not hurting them through words

or deeds. The Messenger of Allah &

, said:

This is achieved
by being gentle in dealings
and avoiding arguments and
disputes. According to Jabir &,
the Messenger of Allah %%, said:
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Being righteous and good towards non-
Muslims, by being kind to the weak, meeting
the needs of the poor and feeding the hungry
among them, talking nicely to them, praying
for their right guidance and happiness,
safeguarding their wealth and honor,
protecting all their rights and helping them
defend themselves against oppression. Allah
&, said:

7 -
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“La Yanhakumu Allahu 'Ani Al-Ladhina Lam Yugqatilitkum Ft Ad-Dini Wa Lam
Yukhrijukum Min Diyarikum An Tabarrihum Wa Tugsita ‘Ilayhim ‘Inna Allaha

Yuhibbu Al-Mugsitin”

(Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion
and do not expel you from your homes - from being righteous toward them and
acting justly toward them. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly.) [Al-

Mumtahanah: 8].
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& In cooperation with my group, | explain how to exemplify tolerance towards
each of the following:

My teacher: My non-Muslim neighbor:

My family: The non-Muslim janitor:

l My classmate: Tourists in my country:

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 2, 202021, p. 92.

National pride is closelyassociated with tolerance. Th&JAE's global visageshould be
tolerance and amicable human cohabitation.
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The UAE is a model of civilized communication:

The UAE is a model of tolerance and co-existence; it hosts people from more
than two hundred nationalities with different ethnicities and religious beliefs. They
all have full rights and freedoms and enjoy stability and prosperity of the country.
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on the following:

Content of the photo.

Significance of the photo.

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 2, 202021, p. 93°°

The following imagellustratesa happy encounter betweanEmirati Muslim family and a
Westernlooking family. The Emirati couple is hostinggcording toArab tradition,while
conveyng a sense o$overeignty, independence, friendship and magnaniMdte the personal
engagement of the two boykhe raditions ad cultures of both families arg@reservedThe boys
greet one another as theestoffer foodmeant to showespect fothetradition of Islamic
Halal.

Here again much stress is placed on respecting all religions, treating one's classmates kindly, and
the important dimension of being responsible for one's actions and apologizing when proper.
Thus, in everyday conduct, students should assume that thex@ @ess and identity

differences. National pride and tolerance @doselyassociated.

9 Verbatim translation of the second section: "What is thrificance of the authorized and published document
during the meeting shown in the photo?"
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Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 2, 202021, p. 97.

The Medina Document

The Medina Document isormallythought of asn example of tolerance toward Abluslims,
particularlyJews After its creationthe Muslim-Jewish warsoonfollowed, pointing to serious
divisions between Jews and MuslirBsit in a sixth-grade textbookstudentdearn abouthe
freedom of religiorfrom thewell-known Islamic principle "The Jews have their religion and the
Muslims have their8’® signifying mutual respect and tolerance.

The following chartand exercise answers drem the teaché&s guide corresponding tthe
Medina Documengection of the sixtigradelslamic Educatiortextbook.The answers and the
directions to the teachéeenbelow inred), offer anaptexample of how one can enhance
moderatiorthrough thdegitimate orthodox interpretation of religious texithe extension of
freedom of religiorfor bothMuslims aml Jewsareexpressed asgeneral principle.

slamic EducationGrade 6, Vol1, 2021 22, p. 124.
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Answers to the Exercise:

| contemplate and conclude: What are the main cultural values of the Document?

Excerpt Cultural Value

They are one nation apart from Social unity

[other] people

The Jews haveheir religion Freedom of religion and
and the Muslims have theirs worship

In Medina, those who leave Security andstability

and those who stay are safe

The peace of the believers is The value of peace among
one peoples

The lesson is rich in national and social values; the teacher should utilize since these
values are part of the religion and a requirement of [Islashiia following the

example of the Prophet

Islamic Educatiord Teacher GuideGrade 6 Vol. 1, 2021 22,p. 157.

Extremism and Terrorism

In alesson entitled "Islam Opposes Extremissiydents are asked abautext linking
extremism to terrorisgrhow they are relatednd what methods could be used to eliminate the
sources of terrorism.
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The guestion oéxtremism is a serious matt@rcauses persorio becomen enemy to

his homeland, his community and his family. It threatens the believer in his faitheand
earth. The Muslims have sufferdte most heinous crimes of terrorism, murder, violation
of honor, plundering money, spread of ignorance, chaos and destructioom these
extremists. Thehavealso insulted the religion and distorted the image of Islam.

Therefore, it is imperative to discuss the question of extremism, expétiuth about it
and clarify the position of Islam towards it in order to protect religion and society.

Conclude

The relationship between extremism and terroésgné é € € € € é é € € € € .
Suggest

A way todrainthe sources of extremism and terroriéné é é é € € € € € é .

Islamic Education, Grade 12 Vol. 1, 2021 22, p. 34.

When Offered Peace or Greetings bjNon-Muslims, Answer in Kind

A lesson on tolerance and respkectthe faith of others encourages students to greet non

Muslimsd especially Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians. The textbook also stresses the
importance of having diplomatic relations with Agluslims,citinga Qu r 6 atedaclingv er s e
the practice opeace with enemies who offer to do the same.

01 50 605 Cvgmn oF U531 005 51 U35 063 \\fd_ﬁu_u(uny) Ju”w\_.;u_,\u_;
(opdall 3V (\_zy) \l—&"u—““"\‘\)—‘"’“—""‘v—“""‘ﬁ) J)_;_,

i

st ¢ “'pl-“&/—“ﬁ@‘m‘&ﬁ:uc*bp\—»“‘;;ob> 56

Bin Abbas said; Return the greeting to whoever it is, Jew, Christian, or
Zoroastrian. That is because Allah saysWhen a (courteous) greeting is offered
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you, meet it with a greeting still more courteous, or (at least) of equal courtesy ."
(Al-Adab Al-Mufrad).

Greeting a nofMuslim:

Allah said:'But if the enemy inclines towards peace, do yo@lso) incline towards

peace, and trust in Allah.For He is One that hears and knowsall things)" (Al-
Anfal, 8:61).

Islamic Education Grade 12 Vol. 3,2020 21, p. 32.

Islam is GenerallyagainstWars

Thelslamic Educationtextbooks teach against wars, except for defensive war. The following
exampled in Englistd have identical counterparin Arabic.

Wars are justified in cases of defense only.

The people of Quraysh wanted to revenge their defeat in the Battle of Badr,
restore their status among Arabs and secure the route of their frade caravans
coming from the Levant after their leaders were kiled and their honor was lost
in the Battle of Badr. So, they mobilized and planned to invade the Muslims
in Madinah. When the Muslims heard about Quraysh's plans, they prepared
themselves to defend their city and protect their people.

| discuss and explain:

¢ The causes and motives of the Battle of Uhud in the table below:

Quraysh's motives to fight The Muslims’ motives to fight

& The legitimate motives for fighting in Islam.

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 3,2020 21, p. 46.

Wars are bad and against the faith

Dangers of wars for societies:

Wars are considered one of the causes of poverty and civilizational backwardness,
because they result in loss of lives, destruction of buildings and facilities, waste of
the country's wealth and resources and spread of panic and fear.
Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 3,2020 21, p. 50.
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Jihad is not limited to warfare. Here is a text in Arabic followed by thetextbook's English
version.
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We have learned from the founding leader Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
may Allah have mercy upon him, that jihad does not mean only war and fighting;

true jihad is manifested in man's daily activities, interactions with people and
behavior with his family and children.

& Prepare a presentation explaining the civilizational aspect of the meaning of

jihad based on the above statement, then present it before your classmates
in the classroom.

Islamic Education Grade 6 Vol. 3,2020 21, p. 55.
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Gender and Society

The Emirati curriculum's attitude toward gender issues is based endahets The first is
progressoriented anticipating thentegration of women i the economy and public lifé¢he
secondenet advocates theplicit ideal of equalityand spirit of partnershipetween men and
women; and the third ilieemphasis on protecting family valugscording to Islam and Emirati
tradition an areain which women plaw leading roleThis last pointascribespecificgender
rolesto males anddmales anaccepance of (Islamicpolygamy andtherejecton of non
traditional gender rolesuch asimmodest behavior in publicnd imitation othe other sexn
religious and cultural grounds

As ideals,dl three fundamentalsre importantor the curriculum's authorsealistically none
canbefully achieved While justice and equality ateought of axardinal values,ales of
women and meneverthelessemaindistinctin the Emiratiworldview.

Along with family valuesSocial Sudiestextbooks give more weight to women's integration in
society Islamiceducation howeverjs more concerned with what ot allowed by the faith in
this contextparticularly themitation of oppositesexes

ProgressOriented Attitude : Women's Integration

The UAE textbooks gauge thteaditional role of women inthe Emirateswithin the context of a
changingsociety womenshouldassune anevolvingpublic role as the country develo@ocial
Studiegextbooks provide statistieand photo®f female participation in various capacities, such
as security officers.
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The Emirati Woman's Renaissance March

" Social Studies and National Educatjddrade 9, Vol. 2, 202@1, p. 106 Regarding polygamy especially, see
Islamic EducationGrade 11, Vol. 3, 202@1, pp. 18 27, 36 45.
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Second:The Woman's Role in Modern Emirati Society:

Thanks to theistrong determinatioandowed byAllah, Emirati worren have
successfullyraversedistoric phasesife with challenges and difficulties. After studying

and taking part in building theomeland shoulder to shoulder wither fellow manand

armed with knowledge and strong wilhe Emiratiwomanstepped into the rink of life;

she participates in all walks of life: as a doctor in a hospital, or a teacher in a school, or a
manager and civil servant in one of the government and localtrieésiand departments,

in public and private institutions, or as a reporter in one optdigormsof mediaand

culture.

There idlittle doubt that theealities of theEmirati woman todagreradically different
from that which existed foulecades ago. This is thanks to social chamgjge country
(social chang@ atransformative process in society's structure creatiagmges ifobs,

roles, values and custojns

Social Studies and National Educatioisrade 9 Vol. 2, 202021, p. 106.

The textbooks encourage Emirati womernio be engagel and succesiil in all walks of life.
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Emirati Women's Areas of Success

Summarize the different fields in which women reached distinguished achievements in
the UAE, using the following photographs.

[Answers provided for:] Th&conomy Decision Making.

Social Studiesand National Education Sustainable Developmeat Framework and
Implementations, the UAE as an Examp(Book Viewing and Analysis) Grade 1Q
Vol. 2,2020 21, p. 84.
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FemaleScholars(Professional)

While learning about Emirati writers, students are introduced to the female writer and scholar
Shaikha Muhammad Alaberi. The leading characters irihstory, "The EnchantedPool," are
from both gendei® abrother and sister.

2 A Story
Lesson 2

From the Emirati Heritage
The Enchanted Pool

Shaikha Muhammad Al-Jaberi
Arabic Language Grade 8 Vol. 2,2020 21, p. 218.

In the followingtwelfth-grade textbook, more than half of the quoted writers are females of
various generations. Here daveo examples of such figures from two different generations
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fTRadwa As hourwagat Bggplan 2o0elistand university professirestudied
English literature at Cairo University and earned her Master's degree in compdestitiere
in 1972 and a doctorate in Africakmerican literature from Massachusetts University in
1975.
1 Her works were translated into English, Spanish, Italian and Indonesian and won numerous
awards . .

Language ApplicationsGrade 12 Vol. 1, 2020 21, p. 86.
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About the Writer:

1 Jokha Alharthi is a writer and academician from the Sultanate of Oman.
Language ApplicationsGrade 12 Vol. 1, 2020 21, p. 109.

Gender Equality: Spirit of Partnership

In the first lesson of a fiftgrade textbook, students learn aboutithportanceof gender
equality in the Emiratconstitution Equality between men and womeecupies aentral focus
The following image illustrates this idea.

Social Studies andNational Education,Grade 5, Vol . 2, 2020 21,
52



TWPACT se

"Parliamentary work" is an example of womeris involvement in public life.
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Empowering Emirati Women in Parliamentary Work:

The National Elections Committee announced the narhé®ewinning candidatems the
2019 electionsor thefourth term of thé=ederal National CoundiFNC], after the
concluson of the votingstageson Octobers, 2019.

The main significancef the currentFNC'selections was the decision of His Highness
PresidenBhekh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyato raise the percentagetbie Emirati

w 0 me padtigpationin theFNCto 50% a movethatstems fromt he UAEG6s cont i
endeavor to empower Emirati women in various fieltslowing the Presidenis

decision women'sattendance in this term has become particularly Janges

strengtheninghe leadership position of the UAE in won'ssampowerment

Social Studiesand National Education Grade 9 Vol. 2, 2@0i 21, p. 1.
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Observethe spirit of partnership in the small imagebelowd a boy and a girl running
together while holding the national flag
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2019Federal National Council Elections

National Service participation by young men and women.

aubgll aoadi
National Service

Social StudiesGrade 6 Vol. 1, 202122, p. 85.
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Therole of women in the security apparatus serves as a manifestation of modern empowerment.
The image conveysdditional valuesoo: womenstand separatelyeara military hijab as part

of the uniform,andappeatowardthe front graphically emphasizinggomen's centrality in

society Apart from the hijab, expressions such as "boundless gieimghasizehetraditional

roles of womenn Emirati society.Yet, the invohement of women irsuchcutting edge
technologicaprojectswithin theaerspace sectorra significant femalesorm about a third of

thesector's workforce.
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The participation of women in maintaining security and stability throughout the

homelandpoliceandarmed forces).

2-

Emirati woman: boundleggving.
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SpaceSector.

The confidencef Emirati womenin the wise leadershijpf the UAE] is a source of
inspiration for Emirati women in all vital sectors, especially the space sector and the
Hope Probe, in whicthe percentage of femalessmore than (34%) of the total cadres
working in deggn, innovation and development of technologies and software

confirms the keenness to support the process of developmdassionalisnand science
for Emirati women, and their empowerment, given that an Emirati team of more than
(150) engineerandresearcherare running the Mars Exploration Project and following
up on the progress of the Hope Probe on its mission to reach Mars in 2021, coinciding
with the passage of 50 years since the founding of the, ttA%elling on gourneyof

more than (600pnillion kilometers.

Women's Empowerment Strategy

On March 8, 2015, Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak (Mother of the
Emiratesp mayGod protect her, President of the General Women's @ninay God
protect hed launched the National Strategy for Empowerment and Entrepreneurship of
Women in the United Arab Emiraté2015 2021). The National Strategy provides a
framework for thegovernment and privateectos, and civil society institutions to

develop action planasnd programs that contribute to placing the UAE in the ranks of the
most advanced countries in the field of women's empowerment and leadership.

The National Strategy for the Empowerment of Womer(2015 2021) Includes Four

Basic Priorities:

APreserving the sustainability of the achievements of Emirati women, and continuing to
achieve more gains fdinem.

APreserving the social fabric and its cohesion through the complementarity of roles
between men and womeFo build a strong andohesive society capable of keeping
pace with emerging changes.

AProviding a decent and safe life and social Melhg on higkquality foundations for
women.

Social Studiesand National Education Grade 9 Vol. 2, 2@0i 21, p. 109.

Traditional Family Values: Specific Gender Roles

Progress and partnership are important valuegsututulum teaches that family perspective is
paramountThe state shouldducate women who comprise half of the population
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Women make up one half of sociefjhewoman isthe lad/ of the houseA statethat

builds itself should not béeaving women, a half of its society, drowning in the darkness
of ignorance, prisoned the iackles of oppressiorestricted and paralyzed

Historical Depth of Feder&Thought in the UAE,Grade 10 Vol. 1, 202122, p. 140.
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The following example is more straightforward in combingegialitywith adherence to family
valuesas a national policyin a lesson about the UAE constitution, students le@aorprinciples
together"equality” and'protecting the family from perversion
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The constitution of the United Arab Emirates guarantees many social and economic
directions to secure its stability. Téseinclude:

1 Equality, providing security an@eacefulnessandequal employment opportunities.

2 Protectinghe familyandshieldingit from perversion.

Social Studiesand National Education Grade 9 Vol. 1, 2021i 22, p. 19.

GenderRoles

The textbook elaborates gender emulation: women must be soft in speech and gait, as it is
"suitable for the affectionf their children and their honmfeMen must not wear women's jewelry
or accessories. Neither gender may wear the others' clothes. ("Decorated silk clothes" are
women's clothing.)
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Manifestations of Imitation :

Clothing and Attire:

A man should notvear women's clothing nor women's jewelry and accessévies.
woman should natvear men's clothes or that which persgmthem.

Walking and Talking:

A young nan may not intentionally imitate girls in their gait or speech, or the
delicateneswith whichthey were created, assuitable for the affectionf their children
and their home. Aroung womanmust also not walk like a man, or speak with deliberate
roughness in her voice.
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Make Your Ruling:

SITUATION RULE

A woman imitated the voice of é .

a man, tdeach her son how to

salute

A young man likes to wear e .

decorated silk clothing, only at

home.

Islamic Education, Grade 9 Vol. 2, 2020 21, p. 24

The textbook explains that true femininibwolves delicateness, shyness and affection, and
accuses people who emulate other genaesslfish and weglkanddiminishingsociety by not
adhering taheir societal role.

Feminine conduatquipswomen to nurséheirfamiliesandremain composed and harmonious,

in a mannereflectingthe cohesion of society and increase its stremMgén and women who
emulateone amotherareconsideredveak and selfish people who care only about themselves and
their own desires

In the following chart, students must categorize items as feminine or masculine:

tamliall dganll 3 lghlie dale g AIEN Slgal
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Categorize
Thefollowing items by placing a mark next to it in the appropriate column:

Item For Men For Women For Both
Islamic Education, Grade 9 Vol. 2, 2020 21, p. 25.
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" Recalcitrant" Women and their Fate

Traditional Islamic advicen how to treat womefin alenientmanney is still being taughin
IslamiceducationA husband shoultkarn Islamic lavas regards thieandlingof arecalcitrant

wife who disobeys hinil'he text describes three stages of reactions that the husband can
implementgradually. In the first stage, the husband must preach to the wife (advise her how to
behave). Ishe still doesiot obeyhe mustusepsychological punishmeibty ignoringher on

every level (not talking, not acting compassionately, not sharing the belgskill doesnot

obey, he is allowed to hit her "lightl§“that is, neither with heavy tools nor on the face, but he is
allowed to use a clothandkerchief antbothpick

Thetext appears techothe notion that whilé¢hat while women are encouraged to participate in
public life, at homethe final word rests with the husband. Women must dbesgiplinary
conductat home is a private matter aimadprotecting the family. Yethere isalsothemessage
that in public women should be treated equally.
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Treating a Wife's Recalcitrance:

Allah said, Those [wives] from whom you fear arrogancé [first] advise them [then if
they persist} forsake them in bed; and [finally] strike them. But if they obey you
[once more] seek no means against them. Indeed, Allah is everdiied and Grand'
(Al-Nisaa: 39.

The remedy for recalcitramvivestakes place in three stages

First: A Good Lesson

If the husband sees clear signs of negligenceagade behavior from his wife, he has to
direct her with good advice and guidarm@eording to the need and situatidmen he has

to remind her ofllah, and his right [as a husband] over her. As the Prophet' Said:
woman observes her five daily prayers, fasts during the month of Ramadan, guards
her chastity and obeys her husbandshe enters Paradise through any of the gates she
wishes (Narrated by Ibn Hibban).

In order for thdessonto achieve its goal, the husband must choose the appropriate time
and gentle styleHe must have the most honorable morals, and be a good example, so that
he is keen on his marital duties, beforeghesary advice to his wife. If the wife

continues her disobedience, the husband moves to the second stage.

Second:Avoiding the Wife in Bed:

The husband turns away from his wife, and does not speak to her or comfort her, so that
she realizes that she is no longer a source of solace and tranquility for him. Allah says:
'‘And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find
tranquility in them' (Al-Rum: 21).

Thisis a psychological punishment that may prompt the wife to review her calculations
and correct her behavior, but this treatment shapfayonly at home, as the Prophet

said:'Do not avoid [her] except inside thdhomée (Narrated by Abu Dawud), in order

to protect their family secrets. If the wife continues to disobey and oversteps the bounds of
good companionship, the husband moves to the third stage.

Third: Non-Violent Beating:

It is a disciplinary hitting, the purpose of which is to preserve marriettdife collapsing,
andkeeping the companionship. It is not permissible for him to hit his wife with a whip or
stick or on her face, rather only with a toothpick, or a light handkerdueformingwith

what has been reported from the Prophet when a man asked him about the right of the wife
over her husband. He saldiou should feed her when you eat, clothe her when you

clothe yourself, do not hit her in the face, and do not avoid her except insitlee

homée (Narrated by Abu Dawud).

The beating is a message to the wife that she has exceeded all limits. As for harming and
abusing the wife, it is not permissible, because beating is a preventive melassee

purpose is to save their relationship and their family, so there is no reason to exaggerate or
go too far with it. Ibn HajafAl-Asgalan] said:'Hitting them (wives) is not permissible at

all; rather it is disliked anébrbidden'

Islamic Education, Grade 12, Vol. 1, 20211 22, p. 46.
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The Challenge of Peace

The curriculum's authoksemdetermined to educate for peace and stab#lisymentioned,

the textbooks approach this challenge at home by fostering a national itreattgynbracea
peaceful vision of prosperity, tolerance and diveraifgcus on gender. This sectiaddsthe
challengs of peace in the worltb the discussian

Anti -Radicalism

The curriculumhasa strong antiradicalism messagén Islamic Educatiortextbook cites a long
list of nine Quianic verses clearlstipulatingthat indiscriminate violence is forbidde®tudents
are required to fill irmtable and next to each versgplainthe principlethat makesolerance a
religious obligation. While thantroducbry passagevarnsagainst such killingandmay seem
innocent and even superfluous, it is not. During the last deeagteat many people have been
massacred in the name of religion and because of their religious affiliation.

130db J) ) o A uiil) J3 3
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3.To take a lifewhich Allah has forbidden excepthen explicitly allowed by law/?

Allah has protected innocent lives by investing them with sanctity and forbidding their
killing or havinginjury inflictedupon themfor to deliberately harmg a human soul
irrespective of i1its religion, color or
and all of society. . .

Islamic Education Grade 9 Vol. 1, 202122, p. 22.

Religion should not be part of the realm of wars. The curricappliesan interfaith approach

to this There shouldhot befighting in the name o&God Radicalism and terrorism are the prime
target of a joint ChristiaMuslim Declaration, signed by Sheikh-Akzhar and the Pope in Abu
Dhabi.?

2\V/erbatim meaning is "justly'tilhaqq]

3 See also dcument orf Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Togeth&igned by His Holiness Pope
Francis and the Grand Imam of-Azhar Ahamad alTayyib in Abu Dhabi), Ebruary4, 2019,
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2019/02/04/190204f.html
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Human Fraternity . .
The Counterterrorism "Reunion" Document

Abu Dhabi Embraces its Signing by Sheikh AlAzhar and the Catholic Pop¢
The document embracs:

- The spread of peace and mutual respect instead of violence.

- An invitation to world leaders to immediately stop all ward aonflicts.

- The termination of using religion and ideologies to foment hatred and violence.

-Abstaining from the use of Godds name

- The divine religions disavow the armed movements and gtabpBed"terrofist]."

- Protecting the lives of people, their faiths, and shrines from the terrorists' crimes.

- Encouraging thinkers, artists, and journalists to rediscover the values of peace.

- Warning against harbingers of a Third World War due to religious extremism.

- A demand to stop oppression and unjust distribution of natural resources.

Social Studies and National Educatioisrade9 Vol . 1, 2021 22,
62

















































































































































































